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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to requiring usage of fully shielded light fixtures.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-113.1.

INTRODUCTION


On November 6, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 757, which would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-113.1.  Among those invited to testify are Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation, Commissioner Raymond Kelly, New York City Police Department, environmental advocates and transportation advocates.
BACKGROUND

Humans throughout history have sometimes made dramatic changes to their environments.  Although many of these changes have created benefits for humans, they also have consequences, such as air pollution, noise pollution and water pollution.  Recently, some advocates have pointed to a new type of pollution, light pollution.
Light pollution occurs when artificial light, used to light our cities at night, is allowed to shine upward into the skies.
  The International Dark Skies Association, an advocacy group, has stated that the adverse effects of light pollution include
 
· Wasted energy and air and water pollution created by energy production;
· Harm to human health;
· Harm to nocturnal wildlife and ecosystems;
· Reduced safety and security;
· Reduced visibility at night; and 

· Poor nighttime ambience.

New York City scores 9 on a 9-point scale that measures light pollution, along with other major cities such as Houston and Las Vegas.
  For comparison, the average suburb would rank a 5.  But a major City, Tucson, Arizona, also ranks a 5 on the scale because of stringent outdoor lighting codes.
  Because of the increase in energy costs, many private building owners and tenants have worked to make their lighting more efficient.
  This bill would attempt to reduce light pollution by requiring the New York City Department of Transportation and others to use fully shielded light fixtures when replacing or installing street lights.
ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 757 would add a new section 19-113.1 to chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code.  Subdivision a of new section 19-113.1 would define “Fully shielded light fixture” as a light fixture or luminaire constructed and installed in such a manner that all light emitted from the fixture, either directly from the lamp or a diffusing element, or indirectly by reflection or refraction from any part of the luminaire, is protected below the horizontal plane through the luminaire’s lowest light emitting part.  Subdivision a would also define “Street light” as any light hanging from a pole that is designed to illuminate an outdoor area, whether on public or private property, and where the bottom of the fixture of such light is greater than ten feet off the ground.

Subdivision b of new section 19-113.1 would require any new or replacement light fixture in any street light to use a fully shielded light fixture.  Subdivision c of new section 19-113.1 would provide that this section shall not be construed as to impair in any manner the approval authority of the Landmarks Preservation Commission where compliance with subdivision b of this section requires the use of a fully shielded light fixture.

Section two of Int. No. 757 would provide that this local law shall take effect sixty days after its enactment.
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