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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Let me start with

          3  David Weprin and New York Cares.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          5  Madam Speaker. And if I could have Ariel Zwang

          6  (phonetic), the Executive Director from New York

          7  Cares and Sarah Dayhan (phonetic) from New York

          8  Cares.

          9                 New York Cares is celebrating their

         10  20th anniversary. It seems like they've been around

         11  a lot longer because they've been involved in so

         12  many important activities for the entire City. They

         13  have 37,000 volunteers affiliated with them, and

         14  they help disadvantaged New Yorkers in so many

         15  different ways throughout the City.

         16                 This year alone they've already

         17  helped over 335,000 disadvantaged New Yorkers and I

         18  can't imagine how many millions of New Yorkers that

         19  they've helped over the last 20 years. So, it really

         20  gives me great honor and privilege to sponsor this

         21  proclamation on behalf of New York Cares 20th

         22  Anniversary.

         23                 Would the clerk please read the proc.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         25  York, Proclamation.

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Whereas: New York Cares was founded

          3  in 1987 by a group of concerned friends that wanted

          4  to take action against the various social problems

          5  that face New York City; and

          6                 Whereas: Each month, New York Cares

          7  creates and offers approximately 900 volunteer

          8  projects and through their tireless efforts have

          9  helped more than 335,000 disadvantaged New Yorkers

         10  this year alone;

         11                 And, now, therefore, be it known,

         12  that the Council of the City of New York most

         13  gratefully honors New York Cares for their stellar

         14  contributions in promoting the spirit of

         15  volunteerism in the City of New York.

         16                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

         17  Entire Council; Council Member David Weprin, 23rd

         18  District, Queens.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Okay. And I'd

         20  like to ask Ariel Zwang, the Executive Director of

         21  New York Cares, to say a few words.

         22                 MS. ZWANG: Thank you very much.

         23                 Thank you, Council Member David

         24  Weprin and Speaker Quinn. Hi. For your wonderful

         25  welcome and this recognition.
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          2                 We all at New York Cares are so very

          3  grateful to you, Speaker Quinn, and the entire

          4  Council, and the many wonderful, wonderful

          5  individual Council members who have provided much

          6  needed support to New York Cares.

          7                 Last year, as Council Member Weprin

          8  said, we had 37,000 volunteers who helped about a

          9  third of a million of their neighbors in need, but

         10  it could not be done without the support of our

         11  staff who made these volunteer projects happen, and

         12  that could not, in turn, take place, without the

         13  financial support that the Council provides.

         14                 Last year alone, through your

         15  immigrant initiative, which we were so grateful to

         16  be a part of, we helped hundreds and hundreds of

         17  adult New Yorkers, to learn to use the computer,

         18  find a job, become citizens, learn to use the words

         19  that they need to speak with their teachers in

         20  school and so forth. So, thank you very much for all

         21  the good things that you make possible everywhere,

         22  and especially through New York Cares and for this

         23  proclamation we're very grateful.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And Bill,

         25  let's take the picture.
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          2                 Okay, Jim is up next. Jim Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          4  Madam Speaker. It's a real pleasure to be here to

          5  honor Queens College on the occasion of their 70th

          6  anniversary. The New York City Council really loves

          7  Queens College. We always do good things for them in

          8  the budget. We love their President, Jim Muyskens,

          9  who is here today, Sue Henderson also, the Vice

         10  President. And the 70th Anniversary is a wonderful

         11  thing, but Queens College just named one of the 25

         12  colleges, 25 hot colleges in the country for their

         13  unique ability to reach out to immigrant students

         14  and really give them terrific educational

         15  opportunities. They've got an outstanding faculty. I

         16  know because I used to one of them for eight years,

         17  and it was my pleasure and privilege.

         18                 Oh, God, I should have called you

         19  guys up. I didn't. Yes, I was going to get to that.

         20  I was so wrapped up in my own rhetoric.

         21                 Welcome. Welcome. Okay. Where are my

         22  manners? Sorry, mom.

         23                 But this is a wonderful opportunity

         24  to come together to honor this terrific institution,

         25  and it just gives us at the Council a lot of
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          2  pleasure to be able to do that.

          3                 Okay, what do I do now?

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Ask the Clerk to read

          5  the proclamation.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Okay. If the

          7  clerk would be so kind to read the proclamation.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

          9  York, Proclamation.

         10                 The Council of the City of New York

         11  is pleased and proud to honor the Queens College for

         12  70 years of exceptional contributions for the field

         13  of education; and

         14                 Whereas: Queens College first opened

         15  its doors in 1937 to fulfill the immediate needs of

         16  the borough's ever-growing immigrant populations.

         17  It's first President, Dr. Paul Klapper, realized his

         18  dream of a community of scholars serving others."We

         19  learn in order that we may grow," he said, and

         20  Queens College has continued to grow and blossom

         21  ever since; and

         22                 Whereas: Queens College has long been

         23  recognized for its tremendous impact and it has

         24  already been named one of the 25 hottest schools in

         25  Newsweek's College Guide 2008; and now, therefore,
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York honors Queens College on the

          4  occasion of its 70th anniversary and for its

          5  outstanding contributions to the academic and

          6  intellectual life of New York City and the nation.

          7                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

          8  Entire Council; Council Member James Gennaro, 24th

          9  District, Queens.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: President

         11  Muyskens, we would be honored if you could give us a

         12  few words.

         13                 PRESIDENT MUYSKENS: Well, thank you

         14  very much. As you heard, this is our 70th

         15  Anniversary. We are so grateful for all the Council

         16  has done. What a wonderful thing. I didn't know I

         17  would have so many friends standing up with me

         18  today. This is so gratifying.

         19                 I just want to say that the support

         20  the Council has given us in recent years has made

         21  far more greater difference than you may know. When

         22  I look around at each of you and see how you helped

         23  us, the place is a far better place, serving our

         24  students much better than they were in the past,

         25  thanks to all your help. So, we appreciate that.
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          2  Jim, we thank you so much for thinking of us. And

          3  what an honor to be here at this opening.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Congratulations. Thank

          6  you very much. Congratulations.

          7                 And then if I could ask, we're going

          8  to have one more ceremonial, but we're going to do

          9  it in the Committee Room. So, if I could ask

         10  everyone to adjourn briefly into the Committee Room,

         11  please.

         12                 (Recess taken.)

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Ladies and

         14  gentlemen, please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

         15                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         17  very much.

         18                 Roll call.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

                                                            13

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: We have a quorum.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

          3  present. If everyone can please rise for the

          4  Invocation being delivered by Reverend Pastor

          5  Lorraine Rivera, Co-Pastor of the Park Slope

          6  Christian Center in Brooklyn.

          7                 REVEREND PASTOR RIVERA: Heavenly

          8  Father, we acknowledge You today. We welcome you to

          9  these proceedings. We pray for Mayor Bloomberg, the

         10  Speaker of this House, Christine Quinn, all Council

         11  members, and those who are in the position to make a

         12  difference in the lives of the citizens of New York

         13  City;

         14                 We thank You for the 51 Council

         15  members represented here today. I personally thank

         16  You for Sara M. Gonzalez, my district

         17  representative. We know You have chosen them to be

         18  in this place at such a time like this. We thank you

         19  for their service to our neighborhood and City.

         20                 We ask You to bestow continued wisdom

         21  upon them in order to make their decisions, be kind

         22  and compassionate in those decisions and to

         23  represent our districts with integrity and

         24  sincerity.

         25                 Your Holy word instructs us to pray
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          2  for those in authority. Today it is my distinct

          3  honor to publicly pray for the men and women

          4  representing this legislative body. I pray for every

          5  member. May You empower them with everything that is

          6  needed to effectively create and vote on the laws of

          7  this City.

          8                 I pray for great wisdom and insight

          9  as they deliberate important decisions. Give them

         10  great understanding with each situation presented to

         11  them.

         12                 Father, along with that, provide the

         13  precise plan and method by which to proceed. Expand

         14  their vision for their districts. Help them to see

         15  beyond the naked eye, may they dare to believe and

         16  improve their districts beyond their own

         17  expectations.

         18                 I ask that they seek not to be

         19  understood, but to understand all, as well. May they

         20  lead with integrity and truth. May they never lead

         21  out of fear or intimidation. May they do what is

         22  right and honorable, keeping in mind, as your word

         23  says, that when the righteous rule, the people are

         24  happy. May these legislative leaders lead with

         25  complete trust and confidence in God, who will
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          2  enable them to achieve great things.

          3                 Father, may much grace and strength

          4  be given to all those here. May they stand firm when

          5  being attacked and misunderstood. Help them not to

          6  give in to pressure, but to keep pressing on to do

          7  what is right and honorable. Give them the strength

          8  to stand tall and work collaboratively for the

          9  people of the City of New York.

         10                 In Your wonderful name, I pray, amen.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Amen.

         12                 Council Member Gonzalez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: It is an

         14  honor and privilege to stand before you today, my

         15  esteemed colleagues and all of the visitors to our

         16  great chambers, to gladly spread the invocation just

         17  delivered by Pastor Lorri Rivera into the permanent

         18  record of the New York City Council, whose members

         19  represent the greatest City in the world. I have

         20  known Pastor Lorri Rivera for over 20 years, and it

         21  is an honor to ask her to come to these great halls

         22  and offer us the invocation. Thank you, Pastor

         23  Lorraine (Lorri) Rivera, for your presence here

         24  today and for your beautiful words and the work that

         25  you do for our entire community. Thank you.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And if I

          3  could ask my colleagues to please rise again.

          4                 On September 29th, Army Specialist

          5  Chris Vitakorn of Bayside died of injuries while

          6  serving in Iraq. He was assigned to the 2nd

          7  Battalion and 142nd Field Artillery Regiment.

          8                 Specialist Vitakorn was born in the

          9  Bronx, but returned to Thailand at an early age

         10  before returning to New York to live with relatives,

         11  and enlisting in the Army in 2000.

         12                 He served two years of active duty

         13  before going to the reserves.

         14                 In 2003, he was called back up and

         15  sent to Iraq for a year. Last December, while

         16  working as an engineer for New York State and going

         17  to graduate school, he was again called up for

         18  another tour of duty in Iraq. He is survived by his

         19  mother, his father and his sister.

         20                 We also want to remember today Carol

         21  Anne Gotbaum, the daughter-in-law of our Public

         22  Advocate Betsy Gotbaum. Much has been said and

         23  written about her tragic death, but I know we all

         24  want to remember her, her husband Noah, their three

         25  young children, in our prayers and thoughts today,
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          2  and particularly want to remember Betsy and her

          3  husband Victor Gotbaum.

          4                 Betsy called earlier today. She's not

          5  going to be with us today. She wanted to thank

          6  everyone who has reached out to her, who has sent a

          7  note, who has called, who went to the funeral, who

          8  passed on good wishes, she wanted all of us to know

          9  what a difference that is making for her and her

         10  family.

         11                 And Council Member Gennaro requested

         12  to be able to make a condolence statement before we

         13  have our Moment of Silence.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

         15  Thank you, Madam Speaker, for the opportunity to

         16  talk briefly about the life and tragic passing of

         17  Sri Chinmoy on Thursday, October 11th, at age 76.

         18                 Sri Chinmoy was a spiritual leader,

         19  author, poet, composer, artist, musician, lecturer

         20  and athlete who advocated a path to God and

         21  innerpeace, through mediation and prayer, and let a

         22  worldwide network of meditation centers

         23  headquartered in my district in Briarwood.

         24                 He had thousands of followers around

         25  the world and had meditation centers in 350 cities.
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          2  Born in India in 1931, he emigrated to the US in

          3  1964 and lived in Briarwood since 1968. His creative

          4  output was absolutely astonishing.

          5                 He wrote 1,500 books. 115,000 poems,

          6  composed 20,000 devotional songs, painted 200,000

          7  paintings, performed 800 free concerts dedicated to

          8  world peace around the world, peace concerts, as you

          9  called them. He was a great advocate of running and

         10  physical fitness, and believed that running

         11  marathons and breaking physical barriers would

         12  inspire and enhance one spiritual life. Her

         13  personally ran over 25 marathons and ultra

         14  marathons. He established many nationwide running

         15  and cycling relays to honor and celebrate the

         16  special spirit of this country. Including the 50

         17  State 9,000 Mile Liberty Torch Relay in 1976 to

         18  honor the U.S. Bicentennial, and America's Freedom

         19  Ride, a 50-state public participation bicycle relay

         20  that celebrated the 200th anniversary of the U.S.

         21  Constitution.

         22                 In 1987, Sri Chinmoy established the

         23  World Harmony Run, a global relay through more than

         24  80 countries in which runners carry a torch

         25  symbolizing the human aspiration for peace. This
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          2  event is not raising money, nor promote any

          3  political cause, but rather to connect and inspire

          4  thousands of grassroots efforts for world harmony

          5  and to create goodwill among peoples and nations.

          6  The World Harmony Run has been held every other year

          7  since 1987 and became an annual event in 2005.

          8                 For 37 years Sri Chinmoy led twice

          9  weekly meditations and United Nations Headquarters

         10  for delegates and staff and was a great supporter of

         11  the mission of that organization.

         12                 He created a humanitarian service

         13  program within his meditation centers in which

         14  center members collect and ship tons of medical and

         15  educational supplies and toys to places like

         16  Mozambique, Angola, South Africa, India and

         17  Srilanka, working closely with other aid

         18  organizations.

         19                 This year Sri Chinmoy had the honor

         20  of being nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. He has

         21  delivered over 300 university lectures in all 50

         22  states and his writings are housed at the Harvard

         23  Divinity School.

         24                 He enjoyed warm relationships with

         25  many world leaders and religious leaders of all
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          2  traditions, especially Archbishop Desmond Tutu,

          3  Mother Theresa, Nelson Mandella, and most

          4  especially, Mikhail Gorbachev, with whom he was

          5  particularly close.

          6                 Since his passing last Thursday,

          7  countless mourners from around the world have come

          8  to pay their respects at a center in Briarwood where

          9  he's being waked. To accommodate all the mourners,

         10  the wake has had to operate 24 hours a day. He will

         11  be buried tomorrow.

         12                 Tributes from religious leaders and

         13  world leaders have poured in since his passing.

         14                 Bishop Tutu wrote, " Sri Chinmoy was

         15  a great man. God is smiling to know the immense good

         16  he has accomplished and encouraged in others. In a

         17  world of suspicion, hostility and conflict, he

         18  worked tirelessly to bring different faiths together

         19  and inspire many to emulate."

         20                 And Mikhail Gorbachev wrote in part,

         21  "My long-time close friend Sri Chinmoy has passed

         22  away. This is a great loss for the whole world. In

         23  our hearts he will remain forever a man who

         24  dedicated his life to peace. I was blessed to have

         25  had a personal relationship with Sri Chinmoy for 30
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          2  years. He showered me and my family with boundless

          3  love and affection, and I loved him deeply."

          4                 Thank you, Madam Speaker, and thank

          5  you, my colleagues, for your indulgence.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          7                 Thank you, Majority Leader.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 Council Member Foster, for the

         11  adoption of the minutes.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: I'd like to move the

         13  adoption of the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

         14  August 6th, August 22nd and September 10th.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Okay, so

         16  ordered.

         17                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Can we get a little

         19  quiet in the Chambers, please?

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Everyone,

         21  please, silence. Thank you. Take all conversations

         22  outside of the Chambers.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 817, submitting

         24  Nicholas LaPorte, Jr., reappointment to the City

         25  Civil Service Commission.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

          3  Elections.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 818, submitting

          5  Schnock-Montanez for appointment to the Board of

          6  Standards and Appeals.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

          8  Elections.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 819, submitting

         10  Maria M. Del Toro for appointment to the City

         11  Planning Commission.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         13  Elections.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         15  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 820.

         17  Transfer of City funds between various agencies.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 821. Report

         20  summarizing the incidence of homeless deaths.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

         22  printed and filed.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 822 through M 841 on

         24  page 4. Base station applications.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

          3  Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 842. Redesignation

          5  of James Donlon, Civilian Complaint Review Board.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

          7  Elections.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 843. Recommendation

          9  of Anthony Sumpter, Youth Board.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         11  Elections.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

         13  Call-Ups.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 844 through M 848.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: These are all coupled

         16  on a Land Use Call-Up vote. And if I could request a

         17  roll call on the Land Use Call-Ups, please.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye. And I'd

         24  like permission to vote on all coupled General

         25  Orders and Resolutions.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote aye.

          4  Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Requesting

          7  permission to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups and

          8  coupled General Orders. I vote aye.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: I vote aye on

         20  all Land Use Call-Ups, with permission I'd like to

         21  vote on all coupled General Orders and Resolutions.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Today's Land

         13  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         14  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         15                 Communications from the Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         17                 We are voting on two pieces of

         18  legislation today that come out of our Health

         19  Committee, and I want to thank you, Majority Leader

         20  Rivera, for moving both of those pieces of

         21  legislation.

         22                 The first is a very important bill

         23  relating to the City's use of pesticides. It builds

         24  on a 2005 piece of legislation that our great

         25  Environmental Protection Chair Jim Gennaro drafted
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          2  and passed.

          3                 That law, the 2005 Law, requires the

          4  City to report to the City Council on what

          5  pesticides they're using, what amount of pesticides

          6  they're using in all of their activities, and all of

          7  the boroughs from Staten Island to the Bronx.

          8                 What we want to do, though, is make

          9  sure that information, all of which has been

         10  provided, is as user-friendly as possible, and that

         11  it's in the format that is really the most

         12  user-friendly format possible to make sure the

         13  information is really transparent and understandable

         14  for the public and the Council, and this bill will

         15  move that type of reporting in that direction.

         16                 We're also voting on a bill today out

         17  of our Health Committee that codifies the present

         18  activities of the Office of the Chief Medical

         19  Examiner.

         20                 As you can imagine, with all of the

         21  various technology around DNA, et cetera, the role

         22  and functions of the Chief Medical Examiner have

         23  evolved and changed over the years, and it's

         24  important that the Charter accurately reflects the

         25  activities of the agencies that exist in the City of
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          2  New York. This bill will make sure the present

          3  activities of the Chief Medical Examiner are

          4  accurately codified by the City of New York.

          5                 And I, again, want to thank

          6  Chairperson Gennaro and Chairperson Rivera for their

          7  work on these pieces of legislation.

          8                 We're also voting on a number of Land

          9  Use actions today. One particular Land Use action

         10  we're voting on has led to a larger reform that

         11  we're voting on today, and I want to thank, of

         12  course, our Land Use Chair Melinda Katz, but in

         13  particularly, in particular I want to thank Oliver

         14  Koppell.

         15                 Council Member Koppell focused the

         16  Council on the issue that when there is a dollar

         17  building sale, as done by HPD, which is a very good

         18  program that can get housing and home ownership into

         19  the hands of moderate New Yorkers, with that dollar

         20  sale program comes a ten-year tax abatement. That's

         21  a good thing to help those home owners get

         22  established, get control of the level of finances

         23  relating to their home. But up until today this

         24  program, somebody could buy a building and then sell

         25  it. The second owner may not be low or moderate
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          2  income. They could be quite wealthy. They could

          3  continue to get that tax abatement, but the action

          4  we're taking today, at the urging of Council Member

          5  Koppell, will make sure that that second -- will

          6  make sure that when the building is sold, the tax

          7  exemption will not go with it and this will make

          8  sure we're really targeting tax exemptions at those

          9  homeowners that need it and I want to thank Council

         10  Member Koppell very much for his attention to this

         11  and his advocacy and work to get us to this point

         12  where we will pass this bill today.

         13                 We also are passing a resolution

         14  today. A resolution that will give myself and the

         15  Chair of our Consumer Affairs Committee the power to

         16  make the Council part of the rate-payer action, as

         17  it relates to Con Ed's request for a 17 percent rate

         18  increase.

         19                 Many folks don't realize that you

         20  can't, just as an average New Yorker, or even a

         21  government official, call Con Ed and request all of

         22  the information relevant to their request for an

         23  outrageous 17 percent rate increase. You had to

         24  actually become an active party in this rate case,

         25  the resolution today will allow us to do that and
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          2  continue our advocacy on behalf of the ratepayers of

          3  the City of New York, and I want to call on someone

          4  who knows more than he ever wanted to about Con Ed,

          5  the Chair of our Consumer Affairs Committee, Leroy

          6  Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          8  Madam Speaker. I want to applaud you for your

          9  consistency, and focus on this issue.

         10                 I believe that public faith in Con

         11  Edison has eroded irreparably and it is time for an

         12  intervention.

         13                 By doing this process, we are going

         14  to be pushing the State Public Service Commission

         15  for a more strident review so that the public can at

         16  least be assured that Con Ed's current effort to

         17  reward its shareholders and increase rates on the

         18  back of working class New Yorkers will not be done

         19  in the dark.

         20                 Like many New Yorkers who opened the

         21  paper this morning, I was appalled to see that Con

         22  Ed was suing the City for the event surrounding the

         23  steam explosion last July. My only response to Con

         24  Ed and its CEO is to simply say have you no shame.

         25                 Haven't working class New Yorkers
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          2  given enough to your shareholders' dividends. The

          3  audacity to raise rates to people of this City

          4  indicates that the State sanctioned monopoly on

          5  power distribution has gone terribly wrong.

          6                 Con Edison is hawking a new ad

          7  campaign this fall called "Con Edison.com Knowledge

          8  is Power." Clearly the Marketing Department didn't

          9  receive the memo because most New Yorkers know they

         10  have no knowledge of Con Edison's practice, they

         11  have no knowledge of Con Edison's disclosure. Con

         12  Edison has been the worst monopoly in this state to

         13  show what they have done and how they are able to

         14  earn anything, for them to have the audacity to use

         15  the Knowledge is Power Campaign only further shows

         16  that they have no respect for the constituents that

         17  they're serving.

         18                 We want to make sure that knowledge

         19  is given to its constituents and that everything is

         20  done in a full limelight, so that we can ensure that

         21  we're getting the most that we can put into it,

         22  before they even consider a 17 percent rate

         23  increase, before they consider any lawsuits against

         24  the City that they're trying to protect.

         25                 This is an embarrassment, and we're
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          2  going to be working on a consistent level to make

          3  sure that at the end of the day the entire City has

          4  full knowledge of everything Con Edison has done.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

          7  Chairperson Comrie. And that concludes

          8  Communications from the Speaker.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         10  very much, Madam Speaker.

         11                 Discussion of General Orders.

         12                 Seeing none, we are going to move on

         13  to the Reports of Special Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: We're going

         16  to move on to Reports of Standing Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         18  Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries,

         19  International and Intergroup Relations. Reso 273-A,

         20  Live Theater Week.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and laid over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         23  Committee on Finance.

         24                 Preconsidered Reso 1088. Southern

         25  Boulevard Business Improvement District.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

          5  1090. Fiscal 2008 Expense Budget.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 820

          9  and Reso 1091. Transfer of City funds between

         10  various agencies.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Health.

         15                 Intro. 604. Powers of the Chief

         16  Medical Examiner.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 612-A.

         20  Pesticide use by City agencies.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         22  General Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Land Use.

         25                 LU 471 and Reso 1092, through LU 509
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          2  and Reso 1094. Various UDAAPs.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 546 and Reso 1095,

          6  and LU 547 and Reso 1096. Various ULURPs.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 557 and Reso 1097

         10  through LU 558 and Reso 1098 on page eight. In rem

         11  actions.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 573 and Reso 1099

         15  through LU 579. Various ULURPs.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 580.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended with

         20  modification and referred to the City Planning

         21  Commission pursuant to Rule 11.70(b) of the rules of

         22  the Council and Section 197-(d) of the New York City

         23  Charter.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 581 and Reso 1106.

         25  640-seat high school.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 584

          5  and Reso 1107, zoning resolution amendment.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 585

          9  and Reso 1108, through preconsidered LU 588 and Reso

         10  1111, Landmarks Preservation Commission

         11  designations.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         15  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         16                 Preconsidered SLR 77. Annual

         17  statements of disclosure.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered SLR 78.

         21  Provisional employees of certain public employers.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General Order

         25  Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          3  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 At this point I ask for a roll call

          7  on all items that are coupled on the General Order

          8  Calendar, please.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

         15  excused to explain my vote?

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, I'd like

         18  to bring attention to preconsidered LU 585, and

         19  accompanying Reso 1108. I have no problems with the

         20  play center being landmarked, but the name Thomas

         21  Jefferson, since this is a City Council that is

         22  very, very concerned about names, and since this is

         23  a City Council that considered falsely Sony Carson a

         24  racist, well, Thomas Jefferson is a proven

         25  slave-holding pedophile, and for this City Council
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          2  to pass this particular resolution with the name of

          3  Thomas Jefferson, who enslaved Sally Hemmings, a

          4  14-year-old African girl that he raped and

          5  impregnated, is a disgrace to this City and this

          6  City Council.

          7                 I suggest that we strongly reject

          8  this, and have them change the name and bring back

          9  the playground or play center to be considered for

         10  landmarking.

         11                 So, I'd like to vote aye on all

         12  items, no on preconsidered LU 585 and Reso 1108. And

         13  I might add there is a space on the wall up there, I

         14  notice the picture was taken down. It's time for us

         15  to get a black person up on that wall, and Adam

         16  Clayton Powell would be an excellent person for

         17  that. He was one of the first City Council members

         18  to be elected to New York City Council.

         19                 I ask unanimous consent to vote aye

         20  on all items.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         24  very much.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Permission

          7  to explain my vote?

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         10                 I vote aye on all. I would like to

         11  also note that one of the funding items today is for

         12  Maimonides Medical Center in Brooklyn and that my

         13  wife is on the staff of that institution.

         14                 And at last I would like to say, I

         15  would like to thank, on the Land Use items today,

         16  Land Use items 546 and 547 in my district, the Kings

         17  Material site, I'd like to thank the Speaker, I'd

         18  like to thank Chair Katz and Chair Avella for their

         19  great assistance in this matter. It's a victory for

         20  our community. A site that, a long-standing

         21  industrial site that was a problem for our community

         22  that now we'll be housing, and we're very proud

         23  we'll have 20 percent affordable housing that

         24  wouldn't have happened without the support of all

         25  the folks here in this institution. So, I thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I just want to

         10  say that in my view any comparison of Thomas

         11  Jefferson to Sony Carson is patently absurd, and I

         12  vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

                                                            44

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Permission to

          3  explain my vote?

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. I'll

          6  be voting yes. The bill amending the budget includes

          7  funding for many excellent programs, which I'm proud

          8  to support, including the Queens Museum of Art, an

          9  organization with which my wife is affiliated, which

         10  I disclosed earlier today and I'd like to disclose

         11  again.

         12                 Thank you, and I vote yes.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I be

         24  excused from voting, and briefly explain my reason?

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

          3                 I just would like to thank the

          4  Speaker for recognizing me on the Dollar Homes

          5  issue, and I think there is kind of a lesson here. I

          6  think granting of tax abatement is a very good

          7  thing, and in many instances, but we have to be

          8  careful not to allow the grant of tax abatement to

          9  provide benefit to those who don't need those

         10  abatements. And every program, when we look at every

         11  program that provides for tax abatement. We've got

         12  to be sure that it is indeed appropriate. Many times

         13  in many programs over the years we have abused,

         14  we've allowed the program to be abused. So, I'm

         15  grateful that the Council has, in fact, provided

         16  this amendment, and I hope it will apply generally

         17  so that whenever property goes into the hands of

         18  those who don't need the abatement, the abatement

         19  will expire.

         20                 I withdraw my request, Mr. Deputy

         21  Majority Leader, and vote aye on all.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         25  And with the permission of my colleagues, I'd like
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          2  to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you so

          5  much, Mr. Leader.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you.

         16  Mr. Majority Leader, I vote aye on all and request

         17  leave to explain or respond to the issue of the

         18  conflicts of interest regarding the budget items

         19  that we vote on today.

         20                 In the interest of full disclosure, I

         21  know of no conflicts inherent, obvious or not. I

         22  would just like to state for the record, as I said

         23  when we adopted the budget in June, that I have two

         24  brothers that are registered lobbyists under the New

         25  York State and City laws. I do not know who their

                                                            47

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  clients are. But if there is some unrelated

          3  connection that I don't know of, I just disclose the

          4  fact that they are engaged in that profession for

          5  the record.

          6                 Having said that, again, I vote aye

          7  on all.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Permission to

         13  explain my vote?

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I want to vote

         16  aye on all matters, but also wanted to say that

         17  nearly 20 years ago I was involved with a group of

         18  people in my community, the Independent Friends of

         19  McCarren Park, and today, as a member of this body,

         20  I am proud to vote on the landmarking of McCarren

         21  Play Center, which is in Council Member Yassky's

         22  district. And we waited way too long to do this.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all,

         23  and I associate myself with Council Member McMahon's

         24  remarks, when it comes to the Conflicts of Interest

         25  Board.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: May I be

          6  excused to explain my vote?

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I vote aye on

          9  all, but I would like to disclose that my wife

         10  Ronnie is a development officer in the Grants

         11  Department at LaGuardia Community College. Although

         12  she is not paid by LaGuardia, she is paid by the

         13  Research Foundation of CUNY. And I'd also like to

         14  disclose that my mother is a non-paid Board member

         15  of the Queens Botanical Gardens.

         16                 I vote aye on all.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: May I be

         20  granted unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use

         21  items?

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

         24  all Land Use items and aye on all coupled General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. May

          4  I also have unanimous consent to vote on all the

          5  Land Use items?

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

          8  the Land Use items, and aye on the coupled General

          9  Orders. And I just want to thank our colleague Rosie

         10  Mendez. She referred to the landmarking of the

         11  McCarren Play Center, which is just enormous value

         12  to my community and I think to the whole City. It's

         13  a WPA era project and it has long deserved to be

         14  landmarked and although I do represent that

         15  district, she has done much more to contribute to

         16  its landmarking certainly than I have throughout her

         17  long career in community service. So, I want to

         18  thank her for that. And I vote aye on all items.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items on
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          2  today's General Order calendar were adopted by a

          3  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

          4  and zero abstentions, with the exception of

          5  preconsidered Land Use 585 and Resolution 1108,

          6  which was adopted by a vote of 46 in the

          7  affirmative, one in the negative, and zero

          8  abstentions.

          9                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         10  adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in

         11  the negative and no abstentions.

         12                 Introduction and Reading of the

         13  Bills.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: All items are referred

         15  to the committees as indicated and attached to the

         16  agenda.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: There are no

         18  discussions on the resolutions.

         19                 Chair calls voice vote on each

         20  resolution.

         21                 Actually we're going to skip back a

         22  second. Council Member Martinez has to vote.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I vote aye

         24  on all coupled orders and all Land Use items.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.
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          2                 The revised vote is 48 in the

          3  affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

          4  abstentions.

          5                 And we're going to take a vote on one

          6  of the resolutions. Resolution 1059. We will do a

          7  voice vote.

          8                 All in favor say aye.

          9                 All opposed say nay?

         10                 The ayes have it.

         11                 Any abstentions?

         12                 The ayes have it.

         13                 General Discussion. We have Council

         14  Member Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: My

         16  colleagues, on another matter, you know, I've said

         17  to many of you that we have three members of the

         18  City Council that are training for the New York City

         19  Marathon. Majority Leader Joel Rivera, Eric Gioia

         20  and myself. And we all are practicing on our own

         21  pace, but I encourage all of you to come out on

         22  November 4th in the New York City Marathon Day, and

         23  Leroy is too --

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I have my

         25  money on Leroy.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:-- In order to

          3  cheer us on. This is my first marathon. This is

          4  Eric's second marathon and Joel's first marathon.

          5  And from people that have told me that around the

          6  18, 20 mark, you hit a wall, and that's where we're

          7  going to need as much encouragement as possible for

          8  us to finish this New York City marathon. So, you

          9  were here again, as time goes on, but I wanted to

         10  say it publicly, please come out and support your

         11  colleagues on this fantastic ride of 26.2 miles.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I just wanted

         14  to state very quickly, I hear that Robert Jackson is

         15  actually going to win the New York City Marathon

         16  this year. So, I look forward for our Speaker to

         17  place a metal on top or Robert Jackson, over his

         18  head, for this year.

         19                 We have Council Member Mealy that

         20  does have to vote.

         21                 How do you vote on the Land Use items

         22  and General Order Calendar?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         25  very much.
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          2                 The revised calendar is 49 in the

          3  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions,

          4  with the Land Use being 49 in the affirmative, zero

          5  in the negative.

          6                 Next we have Council Member Comrie

          7  for the General Discussions.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: My colleagues,

          9  I want to bring your attention to the Resolution

         10  today, Resolution 1081 by myself and Council Members

         11  Vann and DeBlasio regarding the debacle that is

         12  going on in Jena, Louisiana.

         13                 The worldwide attention brought to

         14  bear on this case has shed a light on

         15  institutionalized racism that permeates throughout

         16  this nation. It is why I am proud to join my

         17  colleagues to introduce a resolution to call upon

         18  the Governor of Louisiana to intervene is what is

         19  clearly a modern day Scotts Borough boy's case.

         20                 The civil rights of the Jena 6 and

         21  the residents of Jena, Louisiana, have clearly been

         22  violated and must be addressed.

         23                 It is my hope that the other members

         24  of the Council will join us in supporting this

         25  resolution, and that all members, all elected
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          2  officials in this entire nation take a serious look

          3  about what is happening with institutional racism

          4  within this country and especially what's going on

          5  in Jena, Louisiana.

          6                 For the Deputy Attorney General of

          7  the Justice Department to show up in the White House

          8  yesterday at a congressional hearing to claim that

          9  there was no problems in Jena, Louisiana, only shows

         10  the depth of institutionalized racism in the City

         11  and this country and the blinders that people are

         12  putting on to real problems that we're having in

         13  this country, and this country will tilt, unless we

         14  do some serious work to address these issues.

         15                 I urge all my members to sign on.

         16  Thank you.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         18  very much, Council member.

         19                 Next we have Council Member DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         21  I'd like to join my colleagues, Council Members

         22  Comrie and Vann, in calling for all of our

         23  colleagues to join on reso 1081.

         24                 What we've seen in Jena, Louisiana

         25  with these six young people is so deeply troubling
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          2  and so out of place in this time that we all have to

          3  act, and I think there is a time when other

          4  municipalities, other states, every organization in

          5  the country needs to stand up and let its voice be

          6  heard, and we need to let folks in the State of

          7  Louisiana understand that this is something that

          8  casts a negative life on the entire United States of

          9  America.

         10                 And we've seen over the last year a

         11  display of such profound unequal treatment for the

         12  two races. A noose put up by three white students

         13  leads to their suspension. A tennis shoe used in a

         14  fight by a black student leads to his jailing. Its

         15  abundantly clear this is the most profound unequal

         16  treatment, and it reminds us of everything that we

         17  have seen in much more difficult times in the south.

         18                 Now, we should just remember we're

         19  seeing something in New York City right now that

         20  shows we're not immune either.

         21                 Just last week the noose that was

         22  found on the office door of an African-American

         23  professor at Columbia University.

         24                 Well, I know none of us want to allow

         25  these activities to go forward, and I can tell you
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          2  that for all of us with children, this is not the

          3  climate we want our children to grow up in, so we

          4  have to all take a stand now.

          5                 I urge all of my colleagues to join

          6  us, and we need to make very clear, and I want to

          7  echo the point Council Member Comrie made, the Civil

          8  Rights Division of the Department of Justice has not

          9  taken the actions it needs to take here, and we need

         10  to also call upon them to take action immediately.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         13  very much, Council member.

         14                 Next we have Council Member Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         16  much. I just want to call your attention to Reso

         17  1078. It calls on the New York State Legislature to

         18  pass bills introduced by Assemblymember Keith

         19  Wright, regarding domestic workers. Thanks to all of

         20  you in 2003, we passed bill on the local level here

         21  to support some domestic workers, but as you all

         22  know, the labor law that would change provision for

         23  living wages and overtime and vacation and sick and

         24  personal time and severance pay and all the aspects

         25  of life that any worker needs can only be done at
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          2  the State level. And once again, the domestic

          3  workers are asking for your support. This is a group

          4  of women, I think all of whom you know, and I was

          5  really pleased that in general the City Council has

          6  been incredibly supportive, and I look forward to

          7  your support of this resolution.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 I also want to mention that Carol

         10  Anne Gotbaum and her family live right next door to

         11  me, and I appreciate the Speaker's remarks, and just

         12  want to point out, as Noah Gotbaum did in his eulogy

         13  that it shows the need for much better mental health

         14  services on all levels in the United States.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         17  very much.

         18                 Next we have Council Member Vann,

         19  then Council Member Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Speaker.

         22                 Actually I really felt it my duty to

         23  join Council Member Comrie and DeBlasio, and urge

         24  all of our members to join in this resolution. They

         25  have spoken on it more than adequately. I hear the
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          2  -- recall the words of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther

          3  King when he indicated that injustice anywhere is

          4  injustice everywhere. And that probably rings very,

          5  very true today and particularly around this

          6  particular incident.

          7                 Some of us have taken a position

          8  already. You may recall several weeks ago we had a

          9  press conference in front of City Hall. We wanted to

         10  raise the issue to a greater extent and I think we

         11  did that, to make it possible for some of us to

         12  concretely support their defense, and hopefully we

         13  took advantage of that and to send a donation of

         14  some sort. It's still not too late to do that.

         15                 I just think it's important that we

         16  officially take a position while this resolution is

         17  very, very key, that we as a New York City Council

         18  must show our outrage at this injustice and call

         19  upon the appropriate authorities to take action and

         20  indeed to investigate, as did the House Judiciary

         21  Committee yesterday, have already begun an

         22  investigation and had a public hearing and really

         23  brought their federal people to task, quite frankly,

         24  and it's not over yet.

         25                 So, again, I thank those members who
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          2  came out to support this cause already, those of you

          3  who have supported the defense, and that we will all

          4  support this resolution, as a statement of how we

          5  feel about this injustice and that we recognize that

          6  there are Jenas around the country, there are a lot

          7  of towns and villages where they do not have a

          8  representation, there is not accountability, and so

          9  this is the beginning, I hope, of a system where we

         10  would look at all of the towns and villages where

         11  they have problems and cries for racism,

         12  discrimination, that they will be addressed.

         13                 Thank you. And please join this

         14  resolution.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 Next we have Council Member Sears,

         18  Council Member White, then Council Member James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 I just wish to draw my colleagues'

         22  attention to Intro. 634 and urge all of you to

         23  review and consider that and sign on. It calls for a

         24  substitute to salt used on our streets.

         25                 We all know that our animals suffer
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          2  from it, the utilities do, and it breaks the

          3  sidewalks.

          4                 There are alternatives and the City

          5  can use them, and I would urge all of you to review

          6  this and to sign on. We can have a hearing on it and

          7  hopefully we will be able to do what is the right

          8  thing to do.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         11  very much, Council Member.

         12                 Next we have Council Member White.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 I echo the concerns that have been

         16  expressed by my colleagues concerning the Jena 6 and

         17  other relevant matters. However, I think that, you

         18  know, being involved in this civil rights movement,

         19  upon coming out of the 101st Airborne Division when

         20  I was a youngster, I think that this is an

         21  opportunity for us to really take a look in the

         22  mirror at ourselves, in terms of Columbia University

         23  and other things that are happening around this

         24  City, the many cries from my constituents about

         25  being pointed out, in terms of not getting
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          2  promotions, in civil service jobs, not getting

          3  appointed from the tests, when they score high. I

          4  really think that we really need to take a look at

          5  ourselves. Yes, we need to address the issues that

          6  are going on in other areas, but you've got to take

          7  a look at home first, and I think we have a serious

          8  problem here in New York City, and we want to stick

          9  our heads in the ground, and I don't think we

         10  should. A university as prestigious and well-known

         11  as Columbia University to have a noose put on a

         12  professor's door is more than just an isolated

         13  incident, because our future leaders of this country

         14  and of the world attend that institution.

         15                 So, I would think that what we would

         16  want to do, and I'll speak with the Chairperson of

         17  the Civil Rights Committee, that we should have a

         18  hearing and take a look at the institutional racism

         19  that we have in this City and wherever, and the bias

         20  that we have, and wherever it is that we should pass

         21  the necessary laws to address those issues when they

         22  occur.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         25  very much, Council member.
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          2                 Next we have Council Member James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: It's a nice

          4  seguay.

          5                 The City of New York also has Jena 6.

          6  Recently some residents and myself filed a lawsuit

          7  against the City of New York challenging eminent

          8  domain in Downtown Brooklyn. The City just recently

          9  withdrew its condemnation proceedings for Downtown

         10  Brooklyn because their papers were flawed.

         11                 We have an opportunity now to save

         12  homes on Duffield Street, homes which were part of

         13  the Underground Railroad, and I urge all of my

         14  colleagues to sign onto a letter, which I will be

         15  circulating to save homes on Duffield Place

         16  recognizing that Downtown Brooklyn was a hub of

         17  abolitionist activity, and asking and urging the

         18  City of New York to recognize Downtown Brooklyn as a

         19  hub of abolitionist activity and the role that

         20  slavery played in the City of New York, and I thank

         21  Legal Services and some of my attorneys who

         22  volunteered pro bono to stop the condemnation

         23  proceedings.

         24                 We succeeded temporarily, but the

         25  City of New York has promised that they plan ongoing
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          2  forward.

          3                 2. I invite all of my colleagues to

          4  Fashion Week in Brooklyn. Elected officials in

          5  Brooklyn this Sunday will be strutting their stuff

          6  down the Cat Walk at DUMBO, in DUMBO at Tobacco

          7  Warehouse. And I urge all of you on Sunday to come

          8  out 6:00 to see the Borough President and others,

          9  including fashion model, Council Member David Yassky

         10  and others strut their stuff.

         11                 Third, I want to thank Council Member

         12  Addabbo for releasing a resolution, bill 1077 --

         13  excuse me, 1076, which basically supports a bill in

         14  Albany sponsored by my good friend Assemblywoman

         15  Cathy Nolan, to pass benefits for individuals who

         16  take family leave who are caring for a child under

         17  the age of one, and elderly individuals.

         18                 As most of you know, I am caring for

         19  my mother who is elderly and from time to time even

         20  I get tired, and it's really important that

         21  individuals who are similarly situated have an

         22  opportunity to take family leave.

         23                 And I thank all of you for hearing my

         24  comments, and I hope to see you Fashion Week in

         25  Brooklyn at Tobacco Warehouse.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 Next we have Council Member Mealy,

          6  then Council Member Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Good afternoon,

          8  everyone. I would like to use my time today to

          9  remind us all that Voter Awareness Month is upon us.

         10  Voting rights is a subject very important to me. My

         11  office has several resolutions addressing the

         12  issues, so noting that, remember everyone, October

         13  is awareness, Voters Awareness Month.

         14                 Now, if I could kindly ask of you to

         15  join me here.

         16                 In his historic May 1957 speech given

         17  before the Lincoln Memorial at the March on

         18  Washington, the great Martin Luther King, Jr., had

         19  this to say on the right to vote.

         20                 "So long as I do not possess the

         21  right to vote, I do not possess myself. I cannot

         22  make up my mind; it is made up for me. I cannot live

         23  as a democratic citizen, observing the laws I have

         24  helped to enact. I can only submit to the edict of

         25  others."
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          2                 Colleagues, members of this Council,

          3  let us pause for a moment and recognize

          4  extraordinary opportunity before us. To spread the

          5  word to the people of New York, and to elsewhere,

          6  that if we are to matter at all, that is, if we have

          7  any hope of making a difference, we must vote our

          8  mind and participate, with a capital P, participate,

          9  not later, but now.

         10                 In this precious democratic process

         11  of ours, please vote. And thank you for your time.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         13  very much.

         14                 Next we have Council Member Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Majority Leader, Joel Rivera, substituting for

         17  our Public Advocate.

         18                 I just want to bring attention to my

         19  colleagues and ask my colleagues to support our

         20  Governor's Initiative issuing Drivers Licenses to

         21  all New Yorkers, not just some New Yorkers. And

         22  there have been a lot of talks of this is opening

         23  the door for terrorism. On the contrary, this is

         24  opening the door to ensure that New York State once

         25  again becomes a state where we don't have high
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          2  insurance premiums, where in New York we know who is

          3  driving, who is not driving, and I believe that New

          4  York City is about opportunities and allowing

          5  everyone to have the privilege of going to work,

          6  picking up their children, taking care for their

          7  parents, and most importantly, working.

          8                 Many individuals depend on a Driver's

          9  License for a day-to-day job, and the practice of

         10  not allowing individuals that are undocumented not

         11  to have a Driver's License is totally, I would say,

         12  not fair and a civil right issue, because it's

         13  treating individuals that are undocumented as they

         14  were not citizens or residents of the State of New

         15  York.

         16                 I would say also that in New York

         17  City, particularly, many of our members have been

         18  impacted by not having a Driver's License. And I

         19  will finish by saying, this is not a new practice.

         20  In New York State, everyone was allowed the

         21  privilege of having a Driver's License. This is not

         22  reinventing the wheel. This is just being fair to

         23  all to have a Driver's License.

         24                 So, I would encourage my colleagues

         25  to support Governor Spitzer's Initiative of a
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          2  Driver's License for all New Yorkers.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          5  very much, Council Member.

          6                 Seeing no other members to speak on

          7  the General Discussion, this hearing, this Stated is

          8  closed.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 2:45 p.m.)
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