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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Can I have your

          3  attention, please? Thank you. The first ceremonial

          4  today is going one at the request of Council Member

          5  Barron. I know it's one he would prefer not to be

          6  doing today, but I want to thank him for doing it

          7  and reminding us of sadly yet another New Yorker,

          8  Mr. Watt, that we lost in the war.

          9                 Council Member Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         11  much. This is it, a sad occasion, that we are

         12  honoring today posthumously the life and the works

         13  of Sergeant Kimel Watt, who lost his life on June

         14  3rd, 2007 in Iraq. Please give them a big hand-clap

         15  for their strength, for their courage, for their

         16  ability, to keep going forward. We, in East New

         17  York, are saddened, the entire City is saddened and

         18  we wanted to at least pay homage and honor them

         19  today as they continue to deal with this very, very

         20  devastating loss of life.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: If the clerk could

         23  please read the proclamation.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         25  York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: Kimel Lincola Watt was the

          3  fourth child to be born to Naomi and Clifton Watt on

          4  August 25th, 1985 in Belfield, Jamaica, West Indies.

          5  He migrated to the United States at the age of six.

          6  Kimel lived with his parents and five siblings,

          7  Selesha, Rodney, Jaygon, Dwight and Tenisha Watt, on

          8  Hemlock Street in Brooklyn New York. He attended

          9  P.S. 159, I.S. 218 and Automotive High School where

         10  he excelled and finished third of his graduating

         11  class in 2003; and

         12                 Whereas: Sergeant Kimel L. Watt was

         13  killed in action on June 3, 2007 of wounds suffered

         14  when an improvised explosive device detonated near

         15  his vehicle. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion,

         16  7th Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat

         17  Team, 1st Infantry Division in Schweinfurt, Germany;

         18  and, therefore

         19                 Be It Known that the Council of the

         20  City of New York posthumously honors Sergeant Kimel

         21  L. Watt.

         22                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

         23  Entire Council; Charles Barron, 42nd District,

         24  Brooklyn.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And I just
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          2  want to, on behalf of myself and all of my

          3  colleagues in the City of New York, just give you

          4  our deepest condolences and just tell you how very,

          5  very sorry we are for your loss.

          6                 MRS. WATT: I thank everyone to be

          7  here to honor my son. I'm thanking everybody to look

          8  into everything and see how much he has done for the

          9  country. And that I could stand here with everyone

         10  to give him an honor, I thank everybody. Thanks.

         11                 MR. WATT: I thank Mr. Barron for

         12  everything he has done for me, for my son Kimel. And

         13  God bless, he was a brave guy. Thank you very much.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         15                 Next let me call up Mike Nelson, who

         16  has our second ceremonial of today, marking an 100th

         17  anniversary of a very important church in Brooklyn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         19  Speaker Quinn.

         20                 In about four, five days, we're going

         21  to be officially marking the 100th anniversary of a

         22  rock of strength in my community, St. Brendan

         23  Church, which will be 100 years old this coming

         24  Saturday. And I want to welcome with us Pastor and

         25  Parochial Vicor for St. Brendan, Steve Rozanka.
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          2  Steven. And Joanne Mullen, St. Brendan's Chief

          3  Financial Officer and long-time parishoner,

          4  nowhere's near the amount of time that St. Brendan

          5  has been in existence, and Sister Francis, is with

          6  us. Thank you all for being here.

          7                 It has been just a pillar of our

          8  community. It's been a place to go for all of the

          9  people in my community, a place to worship as they

         10  chose in this beautiful country, the United States

         11  of America, and they've been doing it I believe

         12  since McKinley was the President, which is quite a

         13  history. And you are the Mother Parish, I believe,

         14  for Our Lady Help of Christians, ST. Edmonds, St.

         15  Anthony's. So, you certainly have brought everything

         16  forward and we thank you so much, and we

         17  congratulate you being the pillar of strength that

         18  you are and for being here today.

         19                 Would you like to?

         20                 PARTICIPANT: Madam Speaker,

         21  Councilman Nelson, and all of the ladies and

         22  gentlemen of the Council, on behalf of the people of

         23  St. Brendan, I would like to thank all of you for

         24  sharing in this very special milestone. About 100

         25  years ago this week, a young Irish Curat was asked
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          2  by his bishop to create a parish in what was still

          3  then known as the "mid-wote section of Brooklyn,"

          4  the middle woods between Canarsie and Gravesend. And

          5  he carved out, not one parish, but four parishes. We

          6  started essentially as an Irish-American Parish, and

          7  today we are now one of the most diversified

          8  parishes in the diocese, and we have about 11

          9  languages spoken in our little parish in Brooklyn.

         10                 We thank you very much for sharing

         11  this very special day with us.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if the clerk could

         13  please read the proclamation, that would be great.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         15  York, Proclamation.

         16                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to honor St. Brendan

         18  Roman Catholic Church on the occasion of its 100th

         19  anniversary for its outstanding public service and

         20  for all that it has done for the City  and for the

         21  community; and

         22                 Whereas: St. Brendan Roman Catholic

         23  Church has been the bedrock and the lives of

         24  countless individuals and its commitment to the

         25  community has been evident in every decade for the
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          2  many groups it has launched over the years. Through

          3  its profound support during times of war and

          4  national woe, through its endurance as the

          5  traditionally Irish and Italian parish, which became

          6  an orthodox Jewish Neighborhood, and more recently

          7  through it's outreach to the emerging

          8  Spanish-speaking community; and, now, therefore

          9                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York honors St. Brendan Roman Catholic

         11  Church on the blessed occasion of it's 100th

         12  Anniversary.

         13                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

         14  Entire Council; Michael Nelson, 48th District,

         15  Brooklyn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: You definitely look

         17  good for 100.

         18                 Okay, Council Member Palma is here

         19  and we have our third ceremonial, so if we could

         20  call folks up for that, that would be great. And if

         21  all the students want to come up, too, that would be

         22  great.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ANNABEL: Good

         24  afternoon, everyone. Welcome. Welcome to City Hall.

         25  It's nice seeing you.
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          2                 I want to apologize to folks, I was

          3  running across the street, I was coming from another

          4  meeting. But I want to thank the Speaker for hosting

          5  our ceremony and giving recognition to the Islamic

          6  Leadership School in my district. They've been doing

          7  wonderful work. They continue to be great supporters

          8  of the community, not only in the district, but

          9  throughout the City of New York. And, you know, they

         10  brought their students here with us today to

         11  recognize the organization, African Union Day.

         12  They've celebrated it.  On July 26th, 2006 was the

         13  first celebration. And every year since then, they

         14  committed themselves to making sure that the

         15  Continent of Africa gets the recognition it deserves

         16  throughout our City to make sure that we bridge

         17  those cultural gaps that still exist today, and so I

         18  want to thank them for being here today.

         19                 Do you want to say something?

         20                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And if the

         22  clerk could please read the proclamation.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         24  York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas, the Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to honor the African

          3  Union Day Foundation on the occasion of the African

          4  Union Day Celebration; and

          5                 Whereas: The African Union Day

          6  Foundation was founded in July 2006, to promote

          7  Africa's unity in the diaspore and to support

          8  African activities in the United States. It is free

          9  and open to all people of African descent living in

         10  New York; and

         11                 Whereas: Today we honor the African

         12  Union Day Foundation, an organization that works

         13  tirelessly to foster greater understanding and

         14  cooperation in Africa and the rest of the world. It

         15  has enriched us with its presence and achievements

         16  and is truly a great friend of the City.

         17                 Now, therefore, be it known: that the

         18  Council of the City of New York honors the African

         19  Union Day Foundation.

         20                 Speaker Christine Quinn, Speaker for

         21  the Entire Council; Annabel Palma, Council Member,

         22  18th District, Bronx.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         24                 PARTICIPANT: Good afternoon. Ladies

         25  and gentlemen, members of the New York City Council,
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          2  New York City Public Advocate, dignitaries and my

          3  fellow New Yorkers, my colleagues and I are

          4  profoundly thankful for this historic opportunity

          5  afforded to us.

          6                 We are more excited when a Latino

          7  African-American legislator, Ms. Annabel, took upon

          8  it to herself in recognizing the African Union Day,

          9  as well as making sure that a resolution for

         10  unification of Africa will be posed through this

         11  Council as it was done during the apartheid regime

         12  of South Africa.

         13                 Continued under-developed Africa

         14  threatens the fabric of the world's moral

         15  conscience;

         16                 Continued sick Africa threatens the

         17  entire world health system;

         18                 Continued in power with Africa sets

         19  the very foundation of the world's civility; and

         20                 Continued divided Africa shall surely

         21  prevent a peaceful global unification efforts

         22  underway.

         23                 We thank you all very much, and God

         24  bless you and God bless New York.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Okay, thank you all

          3  very much. This concludes our ceremonials.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I call

          5  together the Stated Meeting of September 25th.

          6                 All rise.

          7                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          9                 Roll call.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: We have a quorum.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         18  quorum.

         19                 All rise. The Invocation will be done

         20  by Reverend Dr. Carl Washington, Jr.

         21                 REVEREND WASHINGTON: Let us bow in

         22  prayer.

         23                 Oh, God, our help in ages past, our

         24  hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy

         25  blast and our eternal home. Father, we gather here
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          2  on this day at this time to express our deep desire

          3  for Your continued presence in our midst.

          4                 We realize that in You we live and

          5  move and have our being. We recognize that You have

          6  placed in our hands the awesome responsibility of

          7  authority. And, so, we ask that You give us the

          8  wisdom and understanding necessary for us to make

          9  the decisions that are necessary for our community

         10  to thrive and survive.

         11                 We gather from different backgrounds,

         12  ethnicities and religious ideologies; and, yet, we

         13  recognize there is a need for us to invoke a

         14  presence in this place so that our deliberations

         15  will not be racist, sexist or classist, but that

         16  they will be made with the general concern for the

         17  welfare of our entire constituency.

         18                 May God bless this time and this day

         19  in the name of Him, who orders our steps, and who is

         20  concerned with the way we treat one another, who

         21  commands that we love, honor and respect every

         22  creature in creation, even our God who is from

         23  everlasting to everlasting; in His name we pray,

         24  amen.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to
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          2  spread the Invocation.

          3                 Council Member Dickens.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: It is an

          5  honor and a privilege to stand before you today, my

          6  esteemed colleagues, and all visitors to our great

          7  chambers, to gladly spread the invocation delivered

          8  by Dr. Carl L. Washington, and to the permanent

          9  record of the New York City Council.

         10                 Not only is he my Pastor, he is also

         11  the President of the Empire State Congress of

         12  Christian Education, a Board member of the National

         13  Baptist Congress of Christian Education, Second Vice

         14  Moderator of the United Missionary Baptist

         15  Association; and a State-commissioned Chaplain with

         16  the membership in the United Chaplains of the State

         17  of New York.

         18                 Thank you, Dr. Washington, for your

         19  presence here today and your beautiful words. Thank

         20  you.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         22                 And if I could ask my colleagues to

         23  please rise again? And thank you very much, Reverend

         24  Washington, we appreciate your presence today.

         25                 We sadly need to note today that on
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          2  September 14th, Army Specialist Jonathan

          3  Rivadinaria, 22, of Jackson Heights, who lived in

          4  Council Member Sears's district, and I want to thank

          5  Council Member Sears for supporting the family by

          6  attending his wake and funeral, was killed along

          7  with three fellow soldiers when an improvised

          8  explosive device detonated near their vehicle during

          9  combat operations in Bagdad.

         10                 Specialist Rivadinaria was assigned

         11  to the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division

         12  in Ft. Hood, Texas. He attended PS 69 and St. Joan

         13  of Arc Catholic High School, where he was an

         14  Emergency Medical Technician who daily helped his

         15  fellow soldiers wounded in battle.

         16                 He is survived by his mother, Martha

         17  Clark, who lost her only child, and by his wife of

         18  two years, Heather, who he met at Boot Camp in

         19  Texas.

         20                 Council Member Hiram Monserrate was a

         21  close friend of the family and we want to offer

         22  Council Member Monserrate our deepest condolences

         23  for the loss of his good friend.

         24                 And in May, Council Member

         25  Monserrate, after a Corona resident went missing in
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          2  action in Iraq, Hiram organized a support group of

          3  families of soldiers. Ms. Clark was very involved in

          4  the group and very supportive of other mothers who

          5  were suffering. She never imagined that her son

          6  would also be lost in battle in Iraq.

          7                 Before we stand in a moment of

          8  silence, I want to call on Councilman Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you

         10  very much, Madam Speaker. It is a solemn moment

         11  again when we lose such a young man who had so much

         12  promise. He had just about completed four years in

         13  the United States Army, and as we said, this was

         14  Martha's only son. She raised him since he was one

         15  years old. She was a single mom. A Queens boy

         16  through and through, and our prayers will always be

         17  with him, his mother, and his beautiful wife

         18  Heather.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

         21  Member Monserrate.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         23  And, again, thank you, Reverend Washington.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         25  the Minutes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          4  Papers from the Mayor.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 796. Mayor's

          6  Management Report. Fiscal 2007.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

          8  printed and filed.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         10  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 797 through M 812 on

         12  page three. Approval of base station applications.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         15  and Communications.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         18  Call-Ups.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 813, M 814, M 815,

         20  and M 816.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: I'd like to couple all

         22  of these items on a Land Use Call-Up vote, and if

         23  you could please have a roll call on Land Use

         24  Call-Up.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair, I

         11  request unanimous consent to vote aye on all General

         12  Order items and the Land Use Call-Ups.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I vote aye,

          7  and Madam Public Advocate, I also request unanimous

          8  consent of my colleagues to be able to vote on all

          9  matters on the General Order Calendar.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I vote aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Unanimous

         12  consent to vote on all Land Use items and the

         13  General Calendar? I vote aye.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

          8  I ask unanimous consent to vote aye on all Land Use

          9  Call-Ups and Coupled General orders?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Present and aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Present, and

         24  aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          4  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 43 in the

          5  affirmative, zero in the negative.

          6                 Communication from the Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Before we

          8  speak about the legislation that we're voting on

          9  today, I just want to note that 50 years ago today,

         10  on September 25th, 1957, nine brave black students

         11  pioneered a path for countless future students and

         12  scholars when they were escorted under Federal Guard

         13  into Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas.

         14  In the aftermath of the Brown v. Board of Education

         15  Supreme Court ruling in 1954, this marked one of the

         16  first high profiles battlefields in the struggle

         17  between segregationists and civil rights leaders.

         18                 For three weeks in September 1957,

         19  Little Rock was the focus of a showdown over

         20  integration as Governor Orville Forbes called on the

         21  Arkansas National Guard to block nine students from

         22  enrolling at Central High School.

         23                 President Eisenhower sent members of

         24  the Army's 101st Airborne Division to control the

         25  angry crowds and enforce the desegregation order. It
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          2  marked the first time in 80 years that federal

          3  troops had been sent to a former confederate state.

          4                 Amazingly, the next school year, in

          5  September, 1958, the Governor closed all Little Rock

          6  high schools for a year. Two months later, he was

          7  reelected Governor.

          8                 We still have a long way to go before

          9  all people are treated equally and fairly under our

         10  laws and constitution, but the Little Rock nine

         11  helped move our country in a direction that is still

         12  being felt today. I think as we struggle here in New

         13  York City to try to make sure that literally every

         14  school in every neighborhood is the best school that

         15  it can be, a school with the most possible resources

         16  that are available to help make sure that every

         17  child in every public school has the ability to live

         18  their dream to their fullest, we need to recognize

         19  that we wouldn't be able to fully be moving in that

         20  direction if it wasn't for the tremendous,

         21  tremendous bravery of the Little Rock nine. And I

         22  think the coincidence, if you will, that we're

         23  having a Stated Meeting on this day should not be

         24  lost and we should all try to remember their

         25  struggle and bravery as we move forward under the
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          2  leadership of Chairperson Jackson, as we try to make

          3  sure all of our schools are fully equal and open to

          4  all.

          5                 Next we're just going to speak of the

          6  legislation that we're voting on today. I first want

          7  to talk about Intro. 582-A, a piece of legislation

          8  introduced by Staten Island's own, Mike McMahon, and

          9  passed through his own Committee, our Sanitation and

         10  Solid Waste Committee. And it's a bill that deals

         11  with a level of illegal activity that has been going

         12  on in this City of New York that I'm not sure

         13  everyone was really aware of.

         14                 You know, we, in large part due to

         15  the leadership of Mike McMahon and this Council, are

         16  still actively recycling in the City of New York,

         17  and there are a lot of benefits to recycling. One of

         18  which is the materials which we recycle can be

         19  resold, and appropriately reused and revenue comes

         20  into the City's budgets as a result of that.

         21                 There are those who are out there as

         22  an industry picking up those recycled materials

         23  before the City picks them up and reselling them to

         24  make money out of this illegal activity.

         25                 This bill, 582-A that Council Member
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          2  McMahon, Chairperson McMahon, has introduced and

          3  we're voting on today, will make sure that there is

          4  finally a fine and a penalty that is appropriate and

          5  will actually be a deterrent and send a message to

          6  those who are engaged in this illegal activity, that

          7  we in the City of New York are not taking it

          8  lightly, we're taking it seriously and going to take

          9  steps to stop it and make sure we pick up the

         10  recycling and get the revenues into the City's

         11  coffers that we deserve.

         12                 I want to call on Chairperson

         13  McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Speaker. I'll just mention briefly that in the

         16  last three or four reporting periods in the Upper

         17  East Side of Manhattan alone, over 25 percent, there

         18  has been a 25 percent reduction in the amount of

         19  paper that's been picked up by the Department of

         20  Sanitation, because it's been prolonged by these

         21  profiteering enterprising entrepreneurs who go

         22  around in trucks and pick it up.

         23                 And it's a problem because that paper

         24  is needed to fund recycling.

         25                 It's also interesting to note, four
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          2  or five years ago when there were those in this

          3  building who wanted to end recycling, they said we

          4  should do it because there were no markets for

          5  recyclable materials and now we're at a point where

          6  we realized that people look at our piles of trash

          7  on the curbside and see that there is gold in their

          8  piles, as we used to say in the Old McDonald's ad.

          9  So, I think this is a good bill, and I want to point

         10  out what this bill does not do.

         11                 This bill only goes after those who

         12  use motorvehicles to pick up the recyclable

         13  materials and to profit in an enterprising way. It

         14  doesn't go after those, the pushcart people or

         15  people who on a random basis go to pick up a couch

         16  or a chair.

         17                 I want to thank Council Member Oliver

         18  Koppell, who gave us a lot of insight, and helped us

         19  fashion this bill properly, and of course, from the

         20  Speaker's staff, Jeff Haberman, Carmen Cognetta, Rob

         21  Newman, Dan Avery, and, of course, the inimitable

         22  Ramon Martinez and Chuck Meara, who deserve to be

         23  mentioned every week here, as well as everybody else

         24  and those members of my Committee who worked so hard

         25  on this. And I urge my colleagues to vote for this
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          2  good common-sense legislation. Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Chairperson

          4  McMahon. And I want to echo the thank yous that Mike

          5  mentioned and in particular Council Member Koppell,

          6  who raised a lot of good concerns about this bill

          7  that I think made it better, and I just want to make

          8  sure that we thank Rob Newman for his work and

          9  Carmen Cognetta, who nothing happens in Mike

         10  McMahon's Committee without Carmen leading it

         11  through, so I want to thank him very much.

         12                 We have two important pieces of

         13  legislation that we're passing out of our

         14  Transportation Committee today. The first is Intro.

         15  581-A. It's a piece of legislation sponsored by

         16  Council Member Joe Addabbo. This piece of

         17  legislation is going to make sure that when the City

         18  has received a verified complaint that an important

         19  traffic sign is broken, is no longer visible, has

         20  been removed, that those signs get put back up,

         21  repaired, reinstalled within three business days and

         22  seven business days for do not enter signs.

         23                 Right now if you look at the Mayor's

         24  Management Report, 39 percent of the street signs

         25  that were called in that were damaged are not
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          2  visible, are not put up in that three-day time

          3  period. The standard we now use is nine business

          4  days. We're going to significantly shorten that time

          5  frame, and really send a message to New Yorkers that

          6  when you call 3-1-1 about a problem like this in

          7  your neighborhood, a sign being damaged or taken

          8  down, we're going to take your complaint seriously,

          9  we're going to respond to it quickly, and we're

         10  going to make sure that sign gets put back up. Not

         11  having the appropriate street signs in a

         12  neighborhood really can create a very, very

         13  dangerous situation for drivers and for pedestrians.

         14                 But we're also going to require that

         15  the Department of Transportation report exactly how

         16  long they're taking to repair these signs, so we

         17  know whether or not they're meeting the mandate of

         18  this law as we can actually effectively monitor and

         19  do aggressive oversight to make sure New Yorkers are

         20  actually getting what this bill and law promises,

         21  and I want to thank Council Member Addabbo for

         22  introducing this legislation and thank Chairperson

         23  Liu for moving it through his Committee, and wanted

         24  to call on Chairperson Liu to speak about Intro.

         25  581-A.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Well, thank you,

          3  Madam Speaker, I think you've summed it up very

          4  precisely and completely. This is a bill that will

          5  provide more public safety. It is a bill that will

          6  make sure that the street indicators and signs go up

          7  appropriately and as quickly as possible, and it

          8  will keep people safe.

          9                 And I want to thank Council Member

         10  Addabbo for introducing this legislation.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         13                 We're also voting on Intro. 430-A

         14  today, a bill that was introduced by Council Member

         15  Liu and passed out of the Transportation Committee.

         16  It's been a busy couple of weeks for John's

         17  Committee. It's a bill that deals with the

         18  requirement for the Taxi and Limousine Commission to

         19  put details which note whether a commuter van has

         20  been licensed and appropriately regulated and

         21  coordinated by the Taxi and Limousine Commission.

         22                 I want to call on Councilperson,

         23  Chairperson Liu again to speak about 430-A.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you. One of

         25  the biggest problems with regard to the Dollar Vans
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          2  and authorized commuter vans is that the public and

          3  even sometimes law enforcement officers have a

          4  difficult time telling the difference between legal

          5  ones and illegal van operations, and this kind of

          6  exterior marking, specifically TLC issued hard to

          7  replicate decals on the exterior of the vans, it

          8  will make it far easier for people to distinguish

          9  legal ones from illegal operations.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Chairperson

         12  Liu. And I just want to thank you for this. I think

         13  this is a very smart and common sense bill and I

         14  want to thank you for moving forward on it, and want

         15  to thank Phil Hom and Laura Popa who have worked on

         16  this piece of legislation.

         17                 Lastly, today we are voting on a very

         18  exciting Land Use item relating to the Upper West

         19  Side, relating to basically the area from 97th

         20  Street to 110th Street. This is a very important

         21  contextual zoning that will really help preserve the

         22  character and low-rise nature of the Upper West

         23  Side. This action was in part brought forward by the

         24  fact that there had been a number of high-rise

         25  towers that have gone up in this area, and this
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          2  zoning will, as I said, hopefully prevent that from

          3  happening in the future, preserve the low-rise

          4  character of the neighborhood, put height

          5  restrictions on development in this neighborhood,

          6  put design controls on development that goes on in

          7  this area, and also hopefully through the nature of

          8  this action, spur the development of affordable

          9  housing.

         10                 I want to thank everyone on the Land

         11  Use staff who worked on this, in particular Ramon

         12  Martinez, Alonzo Carr and Christian Hilton.

         13                 I want to in particular thank the

         14  Chair of our Committee Melinda Katz, who worked very

         15  long and hard on this, and also Council Member Inez

         16  Dickens whose district is impacted by this. I want

         17  to thank her for all of her work on this, and

         18  especially thank Council Member Melissa

         19  Mark-Viverito, who really led the charge on this

         20  issue. This has been something that's been talked

         21  about for quite some time, but it's now something

         22  that is getting done, which I think is very exciting

         23  to everyone in Manhattan and in the City, and I want

         24  to call on Chairperson Katz and then Council Member

         25  Melissa Mark-Viverito.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

          3  Speaker. And we want to thank you for your

          4  leadership and guidance on this issue.

          5                 This is a rezoning that is an

          6  extremely exciting rezoning on the Upper West Side.

          7  It is an application that the community has been

          8  working on for many, many years. Not only the

          9  community, but also the community board, the elected

         10  officials and everyone that was involved on the

         11  Upper West Side.

         12                 But I would like to particularly, as

         13  you said, Madam Speaker, thank Council Member

         14  Dickens and really Council Member Mark-Viverito who

         15  guided this process through the City Council, and I

         16  do hope that the community respects the effort that

         17  the Council Members put into making sure that this

         18  past.

         19                 In particular what this will do is on

         20  the mid-blocks, it will limit the height to six or

         21  seven stories. On the avenues it will limit the

         22  height to ten or 11 stories, and on Broadway where

         23  there was great concern, where a 31 and a 37 story

         24  building went up, it will limit it to about 14

         25  stories. That's approximately what this rezoning
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          2  will accomplish, and the community certainly needs

          3  to be thanked for all the work that they did here,

          4  especially at the last minute, we hit a small snag

          5  with the Jewish Home and Hospitals, and the

          6  community came together Jewish Home and Hospital

          7  came together, so that that hospital will be able to

          8  remain a vital and vibrant part of the community

          9  where it now resides on the Upper West Side.

         10                 So, again, we want to thank everyone

         11  involved. I believe this is an extremely exciting

         12  rezoning for the Upper West Side. It is the

         13  quintessential use of contextual zoning to keep the

         14  community the way it was, pristine, and also allow

         15  for development of affordable housing. So, thank

         16  you. The Land Use Committee voted unanimously to

         17  pass this.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Let me call

         19  on Council Member Inez Dickens, and then Council

         20  Member Melissa Mark-Viverito. I again want to thank

         21  Council Member Dickens for her hard work on this

         22  item.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

         24  Madam Speaker. I rise today to thank my colleagues

         25  for support on Land Use items 537 and 538, also
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          2  known as the Upper West Side rezoning plan.

          3                 After a long community driven process

          4  and working with our area elected officials,

          5  Community Board 7 and Chair Shelly Fine, who while

          6  working so hard on this was hit by a car, but is

          7  here today.

          8                 Shelly.

          9                 And the West Siders for Responsible

         10  Development, who are also here today, the Upper West

         11  Side Rezoning Plan is at long last in front of this

         12  Council for its final approval. It has been a long

         13  and difficult process, but nonetheless, today is the

         14  final step in preserving the Upper West Side's

         15  context and character for years to come.

         16                 I'm especially proud of the rezoning

         17  plan for the great benefits to my community.

         18                 First and foremost, I, and my

         19  colleague Melissa Mark-Viverito, represent the

         20  Broadway Corridor, which has been rezoned to require

         21  inclusionary housing language.

         22                 As such, all developers seeking to

         23  take full advantage of the height allowance along

         24  Broadway must bill affordable housing in return.

         25                 Moreover, none of the new height
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          2  limits are anywhere near the height of the Extel

          3  Towers, which was the rallying cry for our community

          4  fostering this rezoning plan.

          5                 I am also very proud of the rezoning

          6  of the midblocks between Broadway and West End

          7  Avenue, which will preserve the character of our

          8  neighborhoods for years to come. In the spirit of

          9  cooperation that has been the Hallmark of this whole

         10  process, I would like to thank Council Member

         11  Melissa Mark-Viverito, Community Board 7, for their

         12  uncompromising commitment, the Land Use Committee

         13  Chair Melinda Katz, all members of the Council Land

         14  Use Committee, my Speaker Christine Quinn and her

         15  staff, Chuck Meara and Ramon Martinez for providing

         16  guidance throughout this entire process. And, last,

         17  the Department of City Planning, for hearing my

         18  community, and working in partnership with my

         19  community and local officials in presenting a plan

         20  that everyone could agree upon. Thank you.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

         22  Member Dickens.

         23                 I want to call on Council Member

         24  Melissa Mark-Viverito, and I just want to again

         25  congratulate Melissa because I think this is really

                                                            42

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  a tremendous accomplishment. As was said by

          3  Chairperson Katz at the pre-stated press conference,

          4  this action has been talked about for a long time,

          5  but we're not here talking about it today, we're

          6  actually passing it and enacting it and that is

          7  quite an accomplishment for any Council member. But

          8  I know my colleagues agree it's a very significant

          9  accomplishment for somebody who hasn't even finished

         10  their second year in the City Council.

         11                 So, congratulations.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Thank

         13  you, Madam Speaker. And I'll try not to be

         14  redundant, but clearly this is a true victory for

         15  the community and I want to recognize that we do

         16  have members, we have our two district leaders from

         17  the West Side here as well, and some community

         18  residents as well as Community Board 7 Chair, Shelly

         19  Fine, who despite the diverse situation he finds

         20  himself, he is here to celebrate in the victory.

         21  And, you know, at a time when real estate is so hot

         22  in the City of New York and in particular Manhattan,

         23  the fact that the community was able to really

         24  succeed in getting this downzoning, in essence, is

         25  really what it is, is really, really something that
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          2  we need to revel in and we need to really celebrate.

          3  The inclusionary zoning is clearly important, as

          4  well as a contextual nature. But it's a culmination,

          5  obviously, of a two-year process. This community, in

          6  true partnership, with all local elected officials,

          7  has engaged in a grassroots campaign to protect

          8  itself against aggressive over-development that is

          9  running rampant throughout this City, and threatens

         10  to displace long-term local residents.

         11                 This process reflects community

         12  planning at its best, and is one that every person

         13  involved should be proud of.

         14                 Now, in particular, and I know Chair

         15  Katz mentioned it, I'm proud of the collaborative

         16  efforts of the Manhattan Valley Coalition, Community

         17  Board 7, Jewish Home and Hospital, West Siders for

         18  Responsible Development. My office worked diligently

         19  to facilitate an ongoing dialogue between a valued

         20  community facility and its Manhattan Valley

         21  neighbors to address a request made late in the

         22  process that they be excluded from the rezoning.

         23                 Now, there were many obstacles

         24  clearly in this process, but as a result of everyone

         25  coming to the table with dialogue, we did arrive at
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          2  a consensus.

          3                 A memorandum of agreement, subject to

          4  binding arbitration was signed. We also do have a

          5  restrictive covenant to be filed against the need

          6  limiting the height of the buildings that Jewish

          7  Home will be building on its new campus, and these

          8  are, again, victories that really are important to

          9  recognize.

         10                 So, with that, I just want to thank

         11  everyone that was very much involved with this,

         12  Madam Speaker, yourself, obviously Chair Katz, my

         13  colleague Inez Dickens, the Land Use staff, Alonzo

         14  Carr in particular, and Ramon Martinez, Aday Fox

         15  (phonetic) of my staff who really helped me through

         16  this, and today is a really wonderful day. So, I

         17  thank everyone that really made it happen. Thank you

         18  to the west siders that are here today, and I wish

         19  you the best in your recovery, Shelly.

         20                 Thank you, all.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         22  And that concludes Communications from the Speaker.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         24  of General Orders.

         25                 Council Member Dickens.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I would like to thank the Finance

          5  Chair David Weprin, all members of the Finance

          6  Committee, for approving the tax abatement for the

          7  General Chauncey Hooper Towers in my district.

          8                 I fully support the tax abatement for

          9  this HUD 202 building, which will allow the building

         10  to be refinanced to complete necessary repairs, as

         11  well as to keep 75 seniors in their affordable

         12  homes. I thank my colleagues for their support on

         13  this project. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm not

         17  speaking now, I'm speaking later. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         21  just want to congratulate my colleagues to the

         22  north, but particularly the Community Board No. 7 in

         23  Manhattan, and Sheldon Fine, who is certainly a hero

         24  of mine. I'm glad the motorcycle got the raw end of

         25  the deal, in terms of the accident. And also to
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          2  congratulate Steve Maxlin Bender (phonetic), and

          3  there are many, many activists from that

          4  neighborhood who make that community what it is. So,

          5  congratulations to you all.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I just want to bring to my

         11  colleagues' attention Intro. 593, which is the

         12  creation of the Bayside Village Business Improvement

         13  District. This is actually the first BID in my

         14  district. The Bayside Business Association has

         15  worked very hard on this. It is well supported by

         16  the community. It would be a wonderful asset to Bell

         17  Boulevard and Bayside, and I want to thank the

         18  Finance Committee for all their help and the Chair

         19  for putting this together.

         20                 And I certainly urge my colleagues to

         21  approve it.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Anybody

         23  else.

         24                 Report of Special Committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

                                                            47

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          3  Standing Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          6  Standing Committees.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          8  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

          9                 Preconsidered Reso 1059, endorsing

         10  the Speaker's decision to have the Council intervene

         11  in State Public Service Commission proceedings.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Adopted and laid over.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Finance.

         15                 Intro. 593. Bayside Village Business

         16  Improvement District.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 554

         20  and Reso 1062, through Preconsidered LU 556 and Reso

         21  1064 on page five.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         25  Committee on Land Use.
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          2                 LU 462 and Reso 1065, through LU 536

          3  and Reso 1067. Various ULURPs.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 537 and LU 538.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

          8  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          9  Commission, pursuant to rule 11.70(b) of the Rules

         10  of the Council and Section 197-(d) of the New York

         11  City Charter.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 548 and Reso 1068.

         13  Unenclosed sidewalk cafe.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 549 and Reso 1069.

         17  Zoning map amendment.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 551 and Reso 1070

         21  and LU 552 and Reso 1071, Landmarks Preservation

         22  Commission designations.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the
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          2  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          3  Preconsidered Reso 1072, approving membership

          4  changes to certain committees.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          8  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

          9                 Intro. 582-A, interfering with the

         10  Department of Sanitation.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         12  General Orders with a message of necessity.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Transportation.

         15                 Intro. 430-A. Identification stickers

         16  for commuter vans.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         18  General Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 581-A.

         20  Replacement of priority regulatory signs.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         22  General Orders.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 537 and Reso 1073
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          2  and LU 538 and Reso 1074.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          6  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 I would now like to ask for a roll

         10  call on all matters that have been coupled on the

         11  General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Present. Aye.

         20  And voting aye on all Land Use Call-Ups. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          3  And Madam Advocate, I'd also like to vote aye on all

          4  the previous Land Use Call-Ups. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         16  And aye on all the Land Use Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes, as

          5  well as yes on all Land Use Call-Ups before us

          6  today. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye on all,

         11  as well as the Land Use Call-Ups.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all, and

          7  all Land Use Call-Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes. And yes

         24  to all previous Land Use Call-Ups.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Present. Aye on

         16  all Land Use Call-Ups; aye on all coupled General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          3  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          4  vote of 51 in the affirmative, zero negative, and

          5  zero abstentions.

          6                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

          8  to committees as indicated on the agenda.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: There are no

         10  resolutions, so General Discussion.

         11                 Council Member Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         13                 My colleagues, I have decided to take

         14  a personal challenge of joining the Dr. Ian Smith's

         15  50 million pound challenge, which is a national

         16  program that Dr. Ian Smith, who has been, who is on

         17  Celebrity Fit Club and who has done many other

         18  things around diet and health if focusing on in the

         19  African-American community, and throughout the

         20  country.

         21                 You know, since having the privilege

         22  of being elected to the City Council, I have pushed

         23  for and advocated for many health initiatives in and

         24  around the City, and people have been for many years

         25  now reminded me that I've neglected my own personal
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          2  health, and it's time for me to take this challenge.

          3  It's also time for me to do things necessary to try

          4  to encourage other people to be healthy. The

          5  African-American community is a community that

          6  suffers from death from preventable diseases. We

          7  have highest rates of diabetes, and cancer and other

          8  things that can be prevented, because we're not

          9  eating well, we don't have -- we're not instituting

         10  and embedding within our community proper health and

         11  nutrition programs.

         12                 The need to take control of our diet

         13  and health is critical. This 50 Million Pound

         14  Challenge will be something that I'll be talking

         15  about more in detail. I'm going to be working with

         16  local health providers, as well, to try and do an

         17  initiative throughout my district and focusing on

         18  the issues of health and diet.

         19                 So, I'm going to ask all of you to

         20  pray for me. I ask all of you to help me with my

         21  challenge. I have already encouraged people in my

         22  district to make sure that if they see me slipping

         23  into a store, that I should not go into, that they

         24  should not hesitate to pull me out of that store or

         25  to let me know that I should not be eating that. You
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          2  know, I've been overweight for most of my life and

          3  not just my adult life, and this is a challenge that

          4  I hope with the community's help I can do

          5  successfully.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I'm out of order,

          8  but I just want to say, Leroy, if we see you

          9  slipping into any place in Lower Manhattan, we're

         10  going to follow the direction you gave your

         11  constituents.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes, I asked to

         15  speak, not knowing that Council Member Comrie was

         16  going to speak on this, but I just wanted to say

         17  publicly that if you had to take a poll of the 51

         18  members of who is the most likeable Council member

         19  and colleague, I'm pretty sure Simcha would lose,

         20  but Leroy would win. No, I didn't mean -- because he

         21  wins every other poll, that's all I meant. Because

         22  he wins every other poll at City Hall News. But I

         23  just want to say publicly, Leroy, every single

         24  person, every one of your colleagues, every member

         25  on this staff, everybody that works in this building
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          2  loves you and has your back and absolutely we'll

          3  support you in this. We're proud of you. This is the

          4  most important challenge you've taken on, and we are

          5  with you 100 percent, brother. All the way, all

          6  right?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Well, my

         10  colleagues, after that era of good feeling

         11  announcement, and Leroy, you know how sincerely

         12  everybody here feels about you, and wishes you well

         13  in that task.

         14                 But my colleagues, I just wanted to

         15  tell you about something much less pleasant. This

         16  morning the residents of the Brooklyn Heights

         17  neighborhood in my district woke up to find

         18  swastikas spraypainted on two synagogues, several

         19  homes and automobiles in the neighborhood, along

         20  with some notes, you know, handwritten scrawled

         21  notes with vial words on them left on the

         22  windshields of half a dozen cars.

         23                 These synagogues, one of which is a

         24  synagogue that my family and I happen to be members

         25  of and worship at, both synagogues have pre-schools,
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          2  and when I was at one of them this morning, with the

          3  police, there were children arriving and walking up

          4  the steps where the swastika had been painted.

          5                 I know that all of you share my

          6  outrage and my anger and my determination to stand

          7  in opposition to that sort of hatred. And I just

          8  wanted to say, you know, if there are people who

          9  don't understand why the site of Mr. Ahmadinejad, I

         10  don't want to say president, but Mr. Ahmadinejad,

         11  speaking at one of the most prestigious and esteemed

         12  universities in the City, in the country really, why

         13  that sight caused such outrage. If there are people

         14  who don't understand that, I would submit that Mr.

         15  Ahmadinejad is really just the living embodiment of

         16  a swastika scrawled on a synagogue, that what he

         17  represents is not an idea but is hate. And when hate

         18  mongers are allowed to ply their trade, no one

         19  should be surprised to see that hate bubble up to

         20  the surface and find an expression.

         21                 So, I just wanted to inform you all

         22  of this terrible episode, and thank you for the

         23  support that you have shown to my constituents and

         24  my neighborhood, and I want to particularly just

         25  thank Speaker Quinn and her staff. I got a call from
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          2  the Speaker's staff first thing in the morning and

          3  they have reached out to the neighborhood in exactly

          4  the way one would hope that a City leader would. So,

          5  thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          9  much.

         10                 I also want to congratulate Council

         11  Member Comrie and say that we all feel so strongly

         12  about you and your family, so we are with you 100

         13  percent.

         14                 The second issue is just much more

         15  mundane, which is that we've been working like

         16  everyone else on transportation issues in the

         17  neighborhood, I think even before congestion pricing

         18  was an issue, and I think all of us would agree

         19  whether or not there is congestion pricing in this

         20  issue. There are so many transportation issues that

         21  need to be addressed, even in a neighborhood with a

         22  lot of transportation, buses are slow and there's a

         23  lot of traffic. So, we've released a report calling

         24  on some technology and other suggestions, some of

         25  which are being implemented by the City, some of
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          2  which need to be advocated for. And second, we had a

          3  conference last night with hundreds of West Siders

          4  coming together to talk about this, and I want to

          5  thank the Department of Transportation for being a

          6  leader and doing a study in our neighborhood, and

          7  really putting their money where their mouth is, in

          8  terms of policy. So, I want to make that very clear

          9  to all my colleagues.

         10                 And then, finally, we have two

         11  wonderful interns, Elizabeth Rodriguez, who has just

         12  started as a Hunter College Public Service intern,

         13  and Sam Wong, who is a student at Fordham

         14  University. Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

         18                 I would be remiss if I didn't speak

         19  today, this being the 50th University of the Little

         20  Rock Nine, and we talk about hate outside of the

         21  United States, and sometimes I think as Americans we

         22  have historical amnesia when we forget the hate that

         23  was practiced in this country, and by law, practiced

         24  in this country against blacks, and when you see

         25  what happens, Little Rock Nine 50 years ago, and
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          2  then we look to 2007, and we have the Jena Six, and

          3  the significance of hanging nooses from a tree and a

          4  District Attorney who can go into a school and say

          5  with a stroke of a pen I will destroy your life, and

          6  70,000 plus can march to Jena, Louisiana on a

          7  Wednesday, and Thursday the judge will remind all of

          8  us that your marching meant nothing, we're going to

          9  keep Michael Bell in jail, and when we look at a

         10  President of Iran who speaks at Columbia and it's

         11  not whether he spoke at Columbia or not, it's what

         12  he's saying in terms of denying that significant

         13  events occurred. I think we need to be mindful that

         14  there was a time that as Americans we stood up when

         15  something was wrong, not when it was a black issue,

         16  or a Jewish issue, or a gay and lesbian issue or a

         17  white issue, and this being 50 years later, maybe we

         18  need to take time to do what's right for all of us

         19  and not just for one particular group.

         20                 What was significant about the Little

         21  Rock Nine, when you had the National Guards

         22  preventing them from walking in the doors, you had

         23  whites and blacks all over this country, Jews and

         24  Gentiles coming together to say this is wrong, and

         25  helping to fund a movement called "The Civil Rights
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          2  Movement" that has launched every movement in this

          3  country.

          4                 And, so, in looking 50 years later,

          5  and when we look at 2007, maybe we can do some

          6  self-reflection and say what can we do to further

          7  the cause, not just what's important to me, but

          8  what's best for this country so that 50 years later

          9  our kids can say we did something and we made a

         10  difference.

         11                 And on a personal note, I would very

         12  much like to thank the Speaker, Chuck, my

         13  colleagues, the staff, everybody that expressed

         14  their calls, concerns and especially their prayers,

         15  when my father was sick, thank God he is 100 percent

         16  better and home where we want him. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Dickens.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you so

         20  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I join with the words and sentiments

         22  of my colleague, Council Member Foster, and also to

         23  say that I disagree and think that it is deplorable

         24  about the desecration of one of our institutions

         25  Council Member Yassky spoke of. I am outraged.
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          2  Little Rock Nine, whether we're talking about black

          3  or white is still going on today, 50 years later.

          4                 But in addition, I just wanted to say

          5  to Council Member Leroy Comrie that the 50 Million

          6  Pound Initiative was kicked off in my district and

          7  that we at the Council funded the Central Harlem

          8  Health Revival, and I am a part of that in the 9th

          9  Council District in Central Harlem because I, too,

         10  am unhealthy and must lose weight. So, we will do

         11  this together, Leroy, standing strong. Hopefully

         12  with the help of all of our colleagues when we're at

         13  Members Lounge and you're eating cookies and cakes.

         14                 Yes, Council Member Arroyo, I'm

         15  talking about you. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, on a much lighter note and a note of

         20  borough history, it was also 50 years ago yesterday

         21  that the Dodgers played their last game in the

         22  beautiful Borough of Brooklyn. And, you know, many

         23  people didn't realize it at the time, because it

         24  wasn't until the winter of '57 that they decided to

         25  make the move to Los Angeles for the 58th season,
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          2  but many, many people 50 years later in Brooklyn

          3  still have not gotten over the move of the Dodgers

          4  to LA.

          5                 So, even today, you will hear many,

          6  many people in Brooklyn ring that clarion call -

          7  bring the Dodgers back to Brooklyn.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member White.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Let me just say

         15  that there has been a lot of controversy about this

         16  week with the UN and the President of Iran, and the

         17  controversy concerning the Holocaust with the Jews,

         18  but let me just say and echo the sentiments of

         19  Council Member Foster: I'm having serious difficulty

         20  with the fact that the Jena Six in Louisiana, those

         21  young men who sat under a tree that was supposedly

         22  reserved for whites only, it doesn't surprise me

         23  that that exists. But what does surprise me is the

         24  media covered that until some outrage began. I first

         25  heard it on the Michael Basner Show, which I listen

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  to every day, and then from that point to another

          3  point, and what I would like to see is, and we'll

          4  bring it up in a Caucus is that this body drafted a

          5  letter, an appropriate letter to demand justice for

          6  those young men and their families, because the same

          7  way you have swastikas drawn on lawns, I believe I

          8  saw on CNN, this big field where somebody hand did a

          9  swastika on, I don't know, 50, 60 acres of land, we

         10  have to be mindful that these things exist, and we

         11  cannot be lulled to sleep and think that they don't.

         12  And we have to pull together as a City, as a State,

         13  as a country, to put forth those values that we

         14  purport and believe in that should be given to each

         15  and every human being. And to that degree, as a

         16  member of the Civil Rights Movement, I will always

         17  fight for that right. And I think that we should do

         18  some form of letter to our elected officials to let

         19  that be the sentiments of justice for the Jena Six,

         20  coming from the City Council to the appropriate

         21  officials.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         24  nobody else, Council meeting is adjourned.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 2:55 p.m.)
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