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INT. NO. 206:                       
By Council Members Felder, Mark-Viverito, Martinez, and Palma

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the repair and maintenance of street and sidewalk surfaces.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision a of section 19-147 of title 19.

INTRODUCTION


On September 26, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 206, which would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by amending subdivision a of section 19-147 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code.


Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Kahn of the New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”); Commissioner Emily Lloyd of the New York City Department of Environmental Protection; utility company officials; transportation advocates; and community leaders.

BACKGROUND

The New York City Department of Transportation’s Office of Permit Management of the Bureau of Permit Management and Construction Control (“OPM”) is responsible for reviewing applications and permits for working on the City’s streets, which includes pavements, sidewalks, curbs or gutters.
  OPM reviews all applications, issues construction permits and charges fees for such permits, which are usually issued to utilities, contractors, homeowners and other government agencies, allowing them to work on City streets.

New York City Highway Rules (“Highway Rules”) require City street repairs to meet certain minimum specifications and allow DOT to request corrective action where the repairs do not conform with specifications.
  Despite these safeguards, some people have complained about the durability of these street repairs, citing depressions or humps in the street that appear shortly after the repairs.  Highway Rules require a guarantee period during which the person who did the work is to regularly inspect the work site.
  However, the length of the guarantee is not specified in the Highway Rules.
  This bill would require the party responsible for the repair to maintain the City street until the City takes up the street again.

ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. 206 would amend subdivision a of section 19-147 of the Administrative Code to require, except as may be otherwise provided under an existing franchise or revocable consent granted by the City of New York, that whenever any pavement, sidewalk, curb or gutter in any street has been taken up, the person or persons by whom or for whose benefit such removal occurred, shall be required to maintain, and repair, if necessary, such restored pavement, sidewalk, curb or gutter until such time as the City, through its employees, agents or contractors, acting pursuant to their official duties, takes up such pavement, sidewalk, curb or gutter.


Section two of Int. No. 206 would provide that this bill would take effect immediately after it is enacted into law.
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�  New York City Highway Rules §2-11.
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