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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We have two

          3  ceremonials and proclamations before we start our

          4  Stated Meeting. The first one is at the request of

          5  Cultural Czar, Domenic Recchia, for Lincoln High

          6  School Basketball Team, City and State champs. Let

          7  me give the mic to Domenic.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: All right.

          9  Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         10                 And welcome. Can I call up the

         11  Lincoln High School Basketball stars? Come on up.

         12  Let's have a round of applause for the City and

         13  State Champs.

         14                 Come on up, guys. Madam Speaker,

         15  First Lincoln High School, the rail-splitters were

         16  26 and 6 overall this year. They are the City champs

         17  and the State champs.

         18                 Not only that, Devon Peterson made

         19  the all borough team, and Lance Stevenson was our

         20  All-City Star. Let's hear it for them.

         21                 (Applause.)

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Under the

         23  leadership of its Principal, Ari Hogenboom; Coach,

         24  Mr. Morton; its Assistant Principal Athletic

         25  Director, Renan; and our PSAL representative, Danny
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          2  Harris in charge of basketball for the PSAL. I want

          3  to just congratulate the team for all they have

          4  done. They're a great bunch of guys. They stay in

          5  school. They know that they need their education to

          6  get ahead, but it's basketball that they love, and

          7  if they work hard for it, to be the City and State

          8  champs. If this was anywhere else, they would be all

          9  over the papers, that they were the champs, but

         10  unfortunately, the Daily News, our major newspapers

         11  fail to write it up and give us the front headlines

         12  about how wonderful they were, the State and City

         13  champions. And I just have to recognize them here

         14  today, because in Brooklyn we have the stars, but

         15  most of all, in the City of New York we have great

         16  basketball players, and I just want to congratulate

         17  you guys and let's hope you could do it again next

         18  year.

         19                 At this time, I would ask the Clerk

         20  to read our proclamation.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         22  York, Proclamation.

         23                 The Council of the City of New York

         24  is proud and pleased to honor those individuals

         25  whose achievements and contributions to the life of
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          2  the community and the City of New York have been

          3  particularly distinguished; and

          4                 Whereas: Today, we honor all the

          5  student athletes on the Lincoln High School

          6  Basketball team, a group of young men who, with

          7  great determination, focus and talent, have overcome

          8  numerous obstacles on their way to capturing the

          9  City Championship and solidifying their reputation

         10  as one of New York's finest teams; and

         11                 Whereas: The accomplishment of the

         12  Lincoln High School Boys Basketball Team is due in

         13  large part to the unconditional devotion of Coach

         14  Dwayne Morton, a Lincoln High School alumnus and

         15  past member of its basketball team, Principal Ari

         16  Hogenboom, Athletic Director Renan Ebeid, and

         17  Student manager, Steve Blaise; and

         18                 Whereas: The student players of the

         19  Lincoln High School Boys Basketball Team have

         20  demonstrated true grit, great heart and the

         21  competitive spirit of real champions; they have

         22  raised their overall level of play, have met each

         23  and every challenge head on, and will undoubtedly

         24  achieve greater and greater success in life, both on

         25  and off the court; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York honors the LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL

          4  BASKETBALL TEAM.

          5                 Honorable Christine Quinn, Speaker

          6  for the Entire Council; Honorable Domenic M.

          7  Recchia, Jr., Council Member, 47th District,

          8  Brooklyn.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         10                 I don't know if the Principal or the

         11  Athletic Director want to say anything? Oh, there's

         12  the Principal.

         13                 PRINCIPAL HOGENBOOM: Thank you. What

         14  I want to say about this group of young men is they

         15  represent all that's great about Brooklyn. They come

         16  from the different neighborhoods of Brooklyn, as

         17  well as Coney Island, we have players from Flatbush,

         18  Crown Heights, from Canarsie. They work together.

         19  They work together the way New York City works

         20  together when things are going well. Lincoln is New

         21  York, Lincoln is everything that we want to have in

         22  our City, a large comprehensive high school that

         23  works, and our basketball team exemplifies this.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.
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          2                 I said before we have two ceremonials

          3  today, you guys, and then we're also honoring Mrs.

          4  Carter, an outstanding activist who has done a great

          5  deal to help people go to college in this City,

          6  State and country. And since you guys are great

          7  examples of high school, academic achievement and

          8  athletes, she has been nice enough to say that she

          9  and her son would take a picture with you guys. So,

         10  if you wouldn't mind if she could take a picture

         11  with you.

         12                 Sorry, I got bad information. Sorry

         13  about that. Bad staff work. But I appreciate it very

         14  much.

         15                 And congratulations, you guys, and

         16  we're going to move on to the next proclamation now.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 Now I want to call up Council Member

         19  Tom White, who has a very important proclamation to

         20  present, as I said, to Ms. Carter, who is really an

         21  outstanding example of the difference that one

         22  person can make, and really I'm very glad that Tom

         23  is doing this proclamation today, it's really an

         24  example of somebody who has made a difference in the

         25  lives of people who were victims of Katrina, the
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          2  difference in the lives of people who were

          3  struggling and might not otherwise have had the

          4  opportunity to go to college. So, I want to turn the

          5  mic over to the Chair of our Economic Development

          6  Committee, somebody who knows the importance of

          7  getting a college education as it relates to

          8  people's ability to succeed in our City.

          9                 Tom White.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Thank you very

         11  much, Madam Speaker.

         12                 I would just like to say, I would

         13  like Mrs. Carter to kindly come up, please. I would

         14  just like to say this: A lot of people do things for

         15  recognition, and a lot of people do things from the

         16  heart and from commitment and dedication and belief.

         17                 Mrs. Carter is one of those

         18  individuals. I cannot speak to her accomplishments

         19  as a person, but I can recognize her commitment and

         20  dedication as it relates to the things that she has

         21  done, that it comes from the heart.

         22                 And, so, Madam Speaker, with your

         23  permission, I would like the Clerk to read the

         24  Proclamation, please.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New
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          2  York, Proclamation.

          3                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          4  custom of the New York City Council to honor its

          5  most distinguished citizens, and today we are

          6  pleased to recognize Gloria Carter for her fine

          7  service to the youth of our country; and

          8                 Whereas: A native of Brooklyn, Ms.

          9  Carter has led a life full of achievements. Whether

         10  raising four children on her own, or working her way

         11  up from stock clerk to investment analyst at the New

         12  York City Comptroller's Office, she reached her

         13  goals with grace and great aplomb; and

         14                 Whereas: Ms. Carter is the Chief

         15  Executive Officer of the Shawn Carter Scholarship

         16  Fund, an education-focused charity that has placed

         17  over five dozen students in top-tier American

         18  colleges since 2004. Named for her famous son, music

         19  mogul Jay-Z, it also offers mentoring programs and

         20  college tours, and makes higher education an

         21  attainable goal for those who might not otherwise

         22  have the opportunity, such as unwed mothers and

         23  children of the incarcerated; and

         24                 Whereas: Thanks to the outstanding

         25  generosity of the Shawn Carter Scholarship,
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          2  qualifying students from August Martin High School

          3  in District 28 in Queens, as well as other high

          4  schools in the five boroughs and beyond, have gone

          5  on to attend such esteemed schools as Tuskegee

          6  University, Arizona State University, Louisiana

          7  State University, Loyola University of New Orleans,

          8  Texas Southern University, University of New

          9  Orleans, Tulane University, Montana State

         10  University, University of North Dakota, North

         11  Carolina A&T University, Wayne State College,

         12  University of South Dakota, Penn State Beaver,

         13  Harris-STowe State College, University of Minnesota,

         14  Moorehouse College, Wittenberg University, Morgan

         15  State, Norfolk State University, and University of

         16  Maine at Presque Isle; and

         17                 Whereas: In 2005, Ms. Carter and the

         18  Shawn Carter Scholarship Fund went to Houston and

         19  distributed Rocawear clothing, Reebok's "S. Carter"

         20  sneakers, toiletries, food and other common

         21  necessities to Katrina survivors; and

         22                 Whereas: Ms. Carter is well-known for

         23  her annual toy drives, which benefit such causes as

         24  Marcy Children Day Care, the Marcy Children, Antioch

         25  Baptist Church and the LGBT Service Center; and
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          2                 Whereas: An active member of the

          3  community, Ms. Carter holds an annual block party

          4  for her neighbors in West Orange; and

          5                 Whereas: In her spare time, Ms.

          6  Carter enjoys reading, listening to music and

          7  playing with her eight grandchildren; and

          8                 Whereas: Today, we honor Gloria

          9  Carter, an individual who has distinguished herself

         10  in service to the community; she has enriched us

         11  with her presence and achievements and is truly a

         12  great friend of the City; now, therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York most gratefully honors Gloria

         15  Carter for her exceptional service to the City and

         16  the community.

         17                 Honorable Christine Quinn, Speaker

         18  for the Entire Council; Honorable Thomas White, Jr.,

         19  Council Member, 28th District, Queens.

         20                 MS. CARTER: I'm not very good at

         21  public speaking, but first, I want to thank the

         22  Creator, because without him, none of this would be

         23  possible. I want to thank Councilman White, my

         24  friends and my family, members of the Scholarship

         25  Fund, and I especially want to thank the young
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          2  people that allow us to help them grow. Because all

          3  they need is for someone to just show them the way,

          4  because if they can dream it, they will achieve it.

          5  Thank you. Thank you, all.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: There is a

          7  gentleman here who asked whether or not, there are

          8  three of her students that are in the audience,

          9  could you stand up, please? And the two young

         10  ladies, I just want you to come up and give your

         11  name and the school you're attending.

         12                 MR. BROWN: My name is Isiah Brown.

         13  Can we say a little bit?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: You can say

         15  whatever you want.

         16                 MR. BROWN: I've known this wonderful

         17  lady since I was 15, when I was an intern over at

         18  the Comptroller's Office, and she just helped me out

         19  tremendously. I'm 26 now. I'm educated. You know, I

         20  went on to get my bachelor's at Mercy College, and

         21  she helped me so much with stuff that I didn't know.

         22  They say that it "takes a village to raise a child,"

         23  well, this is a part of my village and that's why I

         24  love her. She's like my second mother.

         25                 MS. YOUNG: Hi. My name is Brittany
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          2  Young. I am 16 years old and I attend Edward R.

          3  Murrow High School, and I would just like to thank

          4  Ms. Carter for allowing me to go on tour with her,

          5  and widening my mind on different colleges. Thank

          6  you.

          7                 MS. CARTER: You're welcome.

          8                 MS. BELL: Hello. My name is Bianca

          9  Bell. And like Brittany, I go to Edward R. Murrow

         10  High School, and without Ms. Carter, I would not be

         11  able to go to any of the all black, historically all

         12  black colleges, and without her I wouldn't have got

         13  accepted to five, or all of the colleges I did

         14  on-the-spot applications. And that's it.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: All right, I

         16  just want to say that, Mrs. Carter, it has truly

         17  been an honor, and as the Speaker said, and as I've

         18  said and my colleagues who join me up here, it is

         19  truly an honor and a blessing, and you've done

         20  wonderful things and there are many more New Yorkers

         21  out there just like you and we want them all to come

         22  forward and be recognized.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         24  Thank you. That's our final ceremonial, and we'll

         25  get the meeting started.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Pledge of

          3  Allegiance.

          4                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Ignizio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Ma'am we have a

         13  quorum.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise for

         15  the Invocation by Father William Corellis.

         16                 FATHER CORELLIS: May the Lord, who

         17  went about doing good, be with all of you. May we

         18  pause for a moment to recognize that we exist in the

         19  creating hand of God.

         20                 God is love, and in a desire to make

         21  us share this love, God sent His son into the world

         22  to come to our aid, and in gentle kindness, to help

         23  those who are weak, sick or unfortunate.

         24                 Let us then pray for the Lord's

         25  richest blessings upon the members of the City
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          2  Council, who are devoted to helping their sisters

          3  and brothers.

          4                 Lest that you, Lord, God of Mercy,

          5  who, through Your son, gave us a marvelous example

          6  of charity in the great commandment of love for one

          7  another; send down your blessings on these, Your

          8  servants, who so generously devote themselves to

          9  helping others.

         10                 When they're called on in times of

         11  need, let them faithfully serve You in their

         12  neighbor.

         13                 In their deliberations and

         14  decision-making, may they bring together individual

         15  freedom and the common good. May they encourage

         16  individual initiative and united action for common

         17  purposes.

         18                 May their exercise of authority be

         19  visible expression of values which facilitates both

         20  the freedom and responsibility of all.

         21                 May the actions of this Council serve

         22  and enhance the dignity of all who dwell in our

         23  great City. May their actions be grounded in

         24  socially just attitudes and practical responses,

         25  which guide us, each of us individually, and all of
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          2  us communally.

          3                 Almighty Eternal God, in Your

          4  goodness watch over these Council members, so that

          5  people may enjoy freedom, security and peace. Amen.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

          7                 Motion to spread the invocation.

          8  Council Member Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I move to

         10  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

         11                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         12                 Messages and Papers of the Mayor.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 623. Program to

         14  enforce speed limits.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal

         16  Legislation.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 624. Transfer of

         18  Board of Education Retirement System.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal

         20  Legislation.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 625. Small purchase

         22  survey report.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

         24  printed and filed.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:
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          2  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 626. Department of

          4  Homeless Services. Second Quarter Report.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

          6  printed and filed.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 627. Annual report

          8  of Workers Compensation claims.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

         10  printed and filed.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 628. Recommending

         12  Phillip Foglia to the New York City Board of

         13  Elections.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Privileges and

         15  Elections.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 629. Certification

         17  of election of Matthew Eugene, Council Member, 40th

         18  District.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

         20  printed and filed.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 630. Swearing in of

         22  Matthew Eugene, Council Member, 40th District.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

         24  printed and filed.

         25                 And at this time, if I could ask the
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          2  Majority Leader, the Minority Leader, the Chair of

          3  our Brooklyn Delegation, to join me in the front of

          4  the Chamber so we can welcome our new member for the

          5  swearing in of Council Member Matthew Eugene.

          6                 Thank you. If I could just ask my

          7  Council colleagues to please take their seats, we

          8  will find a mic that works and give it to Council

          9  Member Eugene. But if I could ask everyone, but

         10  Council Member Eugene, to please take their seats.

         11                 Okay, now we seem to have a mic that

         12  works. So, we will give you an opportunity to make a

         13  few comments.

         14                 MR. EUGENE: Thank you very much.

         15  Thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we could get quiet,

         17  please.

         18                 MR. EUGENE: Thank you very much.

         19  Don't worry about it, I'm going to be very brief.

         20                 First and foremost, let me say thanks

         21  to God, to the Almighty and only God, for his

         22  blessing on me and for his blessing also upon all of

         23  us. Today is a good day, is a wonderful day. I'm

         24  very delighted, very pleased, very honored to be

         25  here and to be sworn in as a Council member of this
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          2  prestigious body, the New York City Council.

          3                 And I would like to thank also, the

          4  Speaker of the New York City Council, Speaker Quinn.

          5  Thank you very much. Thank you.

          6                 I know that there are many people who

          7  have supported me. I won't be able to thank all of

          8  them, but I want to mention the former Council

          9  member, Honorable Dr. Una Clarke. Thank you. And I

         10  would like also to thank my family. My wife. My

         11  beautiful -- look at how beautiful she is. And let

         12  me tell you also, she is a wife, she is a sister to

         13  me, she is a friend, during the good time and the

         14  bad time. Thank you for your support.

         15                 And I would like also to thank my

         16  son, Matthew Eugene, Jr., my daughter, Sophia

         17  Eugene, and my sister also, who came from Montreal,

         18  Canada, Jacqueline. And then to all of you, from the

         19  bottom of my heart, thank you very much. Thank you,

         20  and thank you again.

         21                 You know, I am very pleased, again to

         22  be here, and I'm going to work very hard. I'm ready

         23  to go to work very hard with my colleagues in the

         24  City Council for the benefit of the people of the

         25  40th District, and also for the benefit of all
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          2  people of the great city, New York City. (Speaking

          3  in different languages.) You've got to excuse me,

          4  because I've got to talk to people from my country,

          5  too. For my brothers and sisters.

          6                 Thank you very much to all of you.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          9  and Communications.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         12  Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 631. Unenclosed

         14  sidewalk cafes.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Now I'd like to call

         16  for a vote on all of the -- roll call vote on all of

         17  the Land Use Call-Ups, please.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I be granted permission to vote on

         20  today's Land Use Call-Up and the General Calendar

         21  Order?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I vote aye on

         24  all. And I just want to thank a moment to thank my

         25  community for working so hard to make sure that the
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          2  rezoning that we're going to be voting on today was

          3  done. They worked day and night to make sure that

          4  that happened with City Planning, and I think it's a

          5  great success for our community, and I look forward

          6  to getting a positive vote onto this rezoning for my

          7  district. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Madam Chair,

          6  with your permission I'd like to be able to vote on

          7  all Land Use items and all coupled General Orders?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         20  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 49 in the

         21  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         22                 Communication from the Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. First,

         24  before we speak on the matters we're voting on

         25  today, I want to first call on Council Member Oliver

                                                            31

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Koppell to recognize a group that is visiting with

          3  us in our Chambers today.

          4                 Council Member Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

          6  Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. And I'm pleased

          7  to welcome, I can't see them because they're in the

          8  balcony above me, but the students from PS 94 in my

          9  district. I guess they're over there. The principal

         10  is there, Ms. Dapaseta, and their teacher, Ms.

         11  Argios. I want to welcome them, and also mention

         12  that Ms. Argious, the teacher, is the niece of one

         13  of our Sergeants-At-Arms, and they have been brought

         14  here by the Pencil Group, who we all worked with on

         15  Principal for a Day.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. That's

         18  terrific. Thank you, Oliver.

         19                 I also want to recognize that we have

         20  some high school students and other students with us

         21  today from ISA, including some young people who go

         22  to school at the Bayard Rustern Educational Complex

         23  (phonetic), which is in my district, and I want to

         24  ask the folks from Bayard Rustern and ISA if they

         25  could stand up to be recognized.
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          2                 And ISA is the Institute for Student

          3  Achievement, and we want to thank everyone for being

          4  here with us today. We don't usually recognize

          5  lobbyists in this way from the floor of the City

          6  Council, but you all are great here today as

          7  volunteer high school lobbyists talking to all of us

          8  about the needs of the schools in our districts and

          9  the needs of our students. So, thank you so much for

         10  that.

         11                 Today we are voting on a very

         12  important piece of legislation, Intro. 553-A. And I

         13  want to first thank, who we'll hear from in a

         14  minute, the Chair of our Fire and Criminal Justice

         15  Committee, as well as Council Member Maria Baez.

         16                 Last summer we all sadly remember in

         17  August that there was a terrible fire in the Bronx,

         18  and at that fire, we lost Lieutenant Howard Karplunk

         19  and Probationary Firefighter Michael Reilly.

         20  Firefighter Reilly had recently returned from Iraq,

         21  where he had served his country.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please. There is much too much noise in here. I can

         24  barely hear the Speaker.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Madam
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          2  Public Advocate.

          3                 Both of these men died in this fire

          4  in the Bronx, in part because there was a structural

          5  collapse in the building during the fire that

          6  trapped them.

          7                 A few days after the fire,

          8  Chairperson Martinez and Council Member Baez's staff

          9  and myself went to the firehouses, Engine 75 and

         10  Engine 42 where Lieutenant Karplunk and Firefighter

         11  Reilly worked, and at those firehouses that day, as

         12  we went there to express our sympathies, we began a

         13  conversation with rank and file firefighters, with

         14  the Uniformed Firefighters Association and the

         15  Uniformed Fire Officers Associations, two of our

         16  great labor unions. And our conversation had the

         17  goal of coming up with legislation that could help

         18  protect firefighters, legislation that could help

         19  prevent people who were trapped in buildings that

         20  were on fire, legislation that could give

         21  firefighters the information they need to know

         22  before they enter a burning building.

         23                 This bill today is a bill that will

         24  require that whenever the Department of Buildings

         25  issues an Alt 1 permit, a permit for structural
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          2  work, that the Fire Department is notified of that

          3  Alt 1 permit.

          4                 What that means now is firehouses,

          5  like Engine 42, those men and women will know when

          6  there is Alt 1 level work going on in their

          7  jurisdiction, and they will be able to go to those

          8  locations and look at the work, and see the work,

          9  and see where the work might compromise --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please. There's a lot of noise back there. Please be

         12  quiet or go out in the hall and talk.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: They can see work that

         15  might compromise the structural integrity of a

         16  building. This is literally life-saving information

         17  which they will now have so when they run into a

         18  burning building, they will know in advance where

         19  the weak spots might be, where the work is going on.

         20  They will literally know in advance information that

         21  might have helped save those two men's lives that

         22  day.

         23                 You know, the truth is, being a

         24  firefighter, a fire officer, is dangerous work. And

         25  the truth is that the men and women who do it are
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          2  called heroes because they really are heroes, and

          3  there will never be enough laws to make sure we

          4  don't lose firefighters or fire officers. But we

          5  need to pass as many laws as we can to minimize that

          6  risk to the greatest degree possible. I again want

          7  to thank the Fire Officers' Union, the Firefighters'

          8  Union. I want to thank the Fire Department, and the

          9  Bloomberg Administration, but in particular, the

         10  Chair of our Fire and Criminal Justice Committee,

         11  Chairperson Martinez, for his work on this issue, on

         12  553-A, a bill that I literally believe will save

         13  lives of firefighters in our City, and if I could

         14  call on our Chair for comment.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         16  Madam Speaker.

         17                 Thank you, Madam Speaker. And, again,

         18  I want to thank the staff of the Committee for

         19  working hard on making sure we have a comprehensive

         20  bill that addresses the need for two agencies to

         21  communicate, particularly the Buildings Department

         22  and the Fire Department, in order for us to prevent

         23  a tragedy like this to occur again.

         24                 Ensuring that the firefighters, the

         25  Fire Department has information before they respond
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          2  to a burning building, particularly a building that

          3  is having structural changes.

          4                 I think that as we move forward in

          5  this Council addressing the needs for our agency to

          6  communicate, this is a great start in ensuring that

          7  the Fire Department has the information available to

          8  ensure the safety and protection of our

          9  firefighters.

         10                 And, again, I want to just recognize

         11  the fact that our Speaker is a champion in ensuring

         12  that as soon as this incident occurs, responding to

         13  where the incident occurred, listening to the

         14  firefighters, there was so much information that was

         15  given to us, as a result a collaboration of work

         16  between the Fire Department, the union and our staff

         17  here at the Council. We have a great legislation

         18  that I predict in the future will prevent tragedy

         19  like this from occurring again.

         20                 So, Speaker, thank you, and your

         21  staff for working hard and making sure that we have

         22  a piece of legislation in the book today in the City

         23  of New York that will protect our firefighters

         24  further. Thank you, Speaker, and thank you, Madam

         25  Chair.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

          3  Member Martinez.

          4                 I also want to say that this will not

          5  be the last piece of legislation we will pass on

          6  this matter. I want to commend Council Member

          7  Brewer, who is also working on legislation that will

          8  be helpful in these types of matters and we look

          9  forward to passing that legislation as well.

         10                 I want to thank, and note that we are

         11  voting today, among other things, to file a report,

         12  a report done by our Subcommittee on Senior Centers,

         13  and I want to thank the Chair of our Subcommittee,

         14  who will be speaking later, but thank our Chair of

         15  our Subcommittee, Chairperson Vacca, for his work on

         16  this report. We'll hear from him about it later.

         17                 I also just want to note there have

         18  been some changes in the budget hearings. So, if

         19  folks can please note the schedule on the back of

         20  the agenda. It's changed a little bit. We want to

         21  make sure folks know, give yourself enough time to

         22  get here from whatever borough, Staten Island, the

         23  Bronx, wherever you're coming from to make sure you

         24  make all our budget hearings. So, thank you.

         25                 And that concludes Communication from
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          2  the Speaker.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          4  please. Too much noise back there. Could you go

          5  outside to talk, instead of talking in the Chamber?

          6  Thank you.

          7                 Discussion of General Orders.

          8                 Council Member Vacca.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Yes, thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 Today I'm proud to issue a report

         12  from the Subcommittee on Senior Citizen Centers,

         13  which I chair. We held a hearing and today's report

         14  focuses on emergency preparedness at senior citizen

         15  centers. Are we truly prepared at our senior

         16  centers, as we approach the summer of 2007,

         17  especially with that in mind, are we prepared?

         18                 Our recommendations include providing

         19  generators for our senior citizen centers, so that

         20  they have air conditioning, light and power at all

         21  times. Most senior centers do not have generators.

         22  When the community around a senior center blacks

         23  out, so will that senior citizen center.

         24                 In fact, the Department for the

         25  Aging, with the exception of money that is provided
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          2  by various Councilpeople for transportation --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          4  please.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: -- Really has

          6  no capital budget. We're asking that stationary

          7  buses be provided at senior centers, as a matter of

          8  policy, when there is a blackout during hot weather,

          9  so that seniors can take comfort in air conditioning

         10  buses provide where senior centers lose their air

         11  conditioning and electricity.

         12                 We're asking that it be required that

         13  all senior centers undergo a crime prevention survey

         14  by the New York City Police Department, to make sure

         15  that equipment is secured and that all measures to

         16  improve public safety at senior centers are

         17  undertaken by the group that operates the senior

         18  center.

         19                 We're asking that DFTA maintain and

         20  that every center maintain an updated list of

         21  homebound senior citizens who can be contacted and

         22  reached out to. Should communities have an emergency

         23  that they have to address, how do we get to those

         24  who are most vulnerable, our frail or home-bound

         25  seniors?
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          2                 And lastly, we're asking for uniform

          3  hours at all centers during emergencies so that

          4  every center will be open during hours that can be

          5  clearly delineated by those who need them as refuge.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council member.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         10  Special Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         13  Standing Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         15  Committee on Aging. M 632. Report of the

         16  Subcommittee on Senior Centers.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

         18  printed and filed.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         20  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services.

         21  Intro. 553-A and related to alteration permits.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         23  the General Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         25  Committee on Land Use. LU 374 and Reso 843 through
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          2  LU 441 and Reso 852 on page four. Various UDAAPs and

          3  zoning map amendments.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 If we could try to get quiet in the

          7  Chambers, please. Even as people are exiting. Thank

          8  you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         10  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         11                 Preconsidered Reso 853. Membership

         12  changes to standing committees and subcommittees.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 556-A.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Laid over.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         20  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 And at this point, I ask for a roll

         24  call on all items that are coupled on the General

         25  Order Calendar, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         18  Permission to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLEK: Mendez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

                                                            46

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes. And I was remiss

          8  in Speaker's time in not welcoming back our newest

          9  mom, Council Member Jessica Lappin. So, we're all

         10  very, very happy to have her back. We know she has

         11  lots of pictures of Lucas in her bag, so we want to

         12  see them all, but we're very happy to have Jessica

         13  back. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         15  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         16  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         17  zero abstentions, and revised Land Use Call-Ups, 50

         18  in the affirmative, zero negatives.

         19                 Council Member Foster, would you like

         20  to vote?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes. Aye on

         22  all.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council Member.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: On the Land
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          2  Use Call-Ups, please, and General Order Calendar

          3  material.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council Member.

          6                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          7  adopted by a vote of 51 in the affirmative, zero

          8  negative. And the new General Order Calendar, sorry.

          9  Again, 51 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         10  and zero abstentions.

         11                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         13  to the Committees as indicated on the agenda.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         15  of Resolutions.

         16                 Seeing none, let's go to the

         17  resolutions. No. 738, the 9/11 Heroes Health

         18  Improvement Act. All in favor?

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Adopted.

         21                 General Discussion.

         22                 Council Member Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 My colleagues, I rise in order to ask
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          2  you to sign onto, one is a resolution in support of

          3  the -- one is a bill concerning the siting of

          4  schools in office buildings or other buildings.

          5  Right now they do not have to go through an

          6  environmental impact review process, and we are

          7  supporting a bill that's put forward by State

          8  Assemblymember Keith Wright, that no matter where

          9  they site a school, it should be reviewed concerning

         10  the environment that it's in, and so that we can

         11  ensure that the children and staff of the schools

         12  are safe from all of the toxics and other chemicals

         13  that may be out there.

         14                 So, I'm asking all of my colleagues

         15  to sign onto this resolution in support of the bill

         16  that has been introduced by Assembly Member Keith

         17  Wright.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council member.

         20                 Council Member Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 Madam Public Advocate, I rise to

         24  bring to the attention of my colleagues, the t-shirt

         25  that they will find on their seat. This is the
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          2  promotion, the public awareness, having to do

          3  against domestic violence, a product of the Dove

          4  Initiative that this Council so proudly funded, and

          5  an initiative headed by Council Member Sears that

          6  many of you have heard on the radio, the public

          7  announcement bringing attention to the serious issue

          8  of domestic violence. This is a complimentary

          9  t-shirt, and many of you have seen billboards out in

         10  the street bringing awareness to the great problem

         11  of domestic violence, and I want to just rise and

         12  thank Council Member Sears for putting this together

         13  as a component of the Dove Initiative, and Safe

         14  Horizon, the organization that leads the initiative

         15  that worked with many of our community groups to

         16  address the issue of domestic violence.

         17                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council member.

         20                 Council Member Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes, thank

         22  you, Madam Chair. I wanted to alert my colleagues of

         23  a resolution that I have introduced today. There is

         24  a very large debate in Washington going on right now

         25  for a bill that was introduced by Peter King, the
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          2  John Doe Amendment, that will protect

          3  whistle-blowers and common citizens who believe they

          4  are reporting what could be suspicious activity.

          5                 Here in the City of New York, as the

          6  victim of the attack on September 11th, we know more

          7  than anyone that we want folks, if they see

          8  something, to say something.

          9                 So, in a bipartisan fashion, and

         10  trying to work with all the members of all the

         11  parties, I encourage my colleagues to sign onto Reso

         12  840 and send a message to our federal

         13  representatives here from the great State of New

         14  York to support this endeavor.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else -- anybody else? Oh, yes, I can't see.

         18  Sorry. Oliver. Council Member Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         20  Thank you, Madam Public Advocate. I'd just like to

         21  call my colleagues' attention to Intro. 572, which

         22  bans the possession of what are commonly known as

         23  "Saturday Night Specials." We have an anomaly in

         24  the law, you can't manufacturer these guns in New

         25  York, but you can actually possess them.
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          2                 These are guns that are dangerous,

          3  even to the people who use them. They're very cheap

          4  guns that are easily available on the streets. We

          5  should do everything possible to rid ourselves of

          6  guns wherever they're inappropriate. These are not

          7  guns to be used in law enforcement. They're not

          8  weapons to be used for hunting, and they're not even

          9  particularly good weapons to personal protection.

         10                 They unfortunately, get in the hands

         11  of gang members and others for inappropriate and

         12  dangerous purposes and we should ban their

         13  possession. It's a shame we haven't done this

         14  before.

         15                 Counsel informs me that we can do

         16  this in the City, and we should do it forthwith. I

         17  hope people will join in sponsorship of Introduction

         18  572.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Anybody else? Wait, somebody is

         22  pointing.

         23                 Council Member Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 Just briefly, my colleagues I believe

          3  all received a copy of the resolution. Once again,

          4  we're going to try to get commuter tax reinstated.

          5  This is what the State stole from the City of New

          6  York. It's cost us about $5 billion. Five billion

          7  dollars since its revocation, and I would like all

          8  of my colleagues to sign onto this resolution. I

          9  hope it's not when pigs fly. I hope it's not when

         10  pigs fly the State will realize its obligation and

         11  duty to the City of New York, to the services of

         12  those commuters, that they receive, be it EMS if

         13  they need it, the Fire, Sanitation and police

         14  services, et cetera, and it's one-half of one

         15  percent. It's a paltry sum, it was stolen from us by

         16  a State Legislation, State Legislators that were

         17  running amuck at the time for a ridiculous

         18  selection, Upstate New York, if you corner them they

         19  will admit that it was wrong to do, and I suggest we

         20  all fight to reinstate this commuter tax for half a

         21  billion dollars a year in the City's revenue.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate. I just want to take a minute

          3  to thank two of my interns in this busy legislative

          4  season that have been very helpful to me. They're

          5  moving on to their next stage in their academic

          6  careers. Kelly James, who is attending NYU, who is a

          7  transplant from Allentown, Pennsylvania, and Pamela

          8  Lambright, who is attending Hunter College, who

          9  actually lives in my district in Queens, and they

         10  both have been very helpful to me in various modes,

         11  and I just want to give them a moment of

         12  acknowledgment. Thank you very much.

         13                 I don't know if they are here. Are

         14  they here?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I don't

         16  know.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, they're

         18  in the back. Stand up, guys.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Stand up,

         20  please, so we can see you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, earlier this morning several hundred

          3  people came to City Hall to petition their local

          4  government. There were preachers and there were

          5  teachers, there were politicians and there were

          6  statisticians and community advocates, it was the

          7  African Diaspora. It was black people from Bed Stuy,

          8  and organizations from throughout Brooklyn that came

          9  to petition their local government around an issue

         10  that they consider very germane to their struggle in

         11  this City and indeed in this country. It's what the

         12  Civil Rights Movement was about. It's what the

         13  community control for schools was about, what the

         14  political and community empowerment was about. It

         15  was about self-determination. Very, very important

         16  to us as a people. And we see the procedure and

         17  protocol that is going forward in the City Council

         18  is infringing upon a very, very basic right that we

         19  hold dear, and we came to hopefully waken the

         20  consciousness of this Council, that you cannot treat

         21  my community different from any other community.

         22                 We also do not want to establish a

         23  precedent that therefore will also affect you when

         24  you have concerns that are local in nature.

         25                 It has been my understanding since
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          2  I've been here, that when there is a local issue, it

          3  has local impact, I cannot recall, unless we have a

          4  matter of principle, that we do not support the

          5  Councilperson, whose issue in his community, that

          6  issue is refined. And we have before us the

          7  possibility of you violating that custom, that

          8  tradition. We've already begun to do that in

          9  protocol. For the first time, I witnessed a

         10  Committee chair taking a vote on a local issue and

         11  voting no, and members of the Committee voting yes.

         12  We've already begun a procedure, a protocol that I

         13  think is dangerous and violating ourselves.

         14                 If we carry this forward to its

         15  logical conclusion, if we could vote as a Council

         16  against my district and against my community, and

         17  against our self-determination, which then opens it

         18  up for me to have to examine on things that are

         19  unique and local to you in your community.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: It's wrong. It's

         23  unjust. I want you to think about this very clearly.

         24  It's incorrect. And I believe that you will rise to

         25  your higher mind, I think you will rise to the
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          2  culture that exists, the culture that exists in this

          3  body, and you will do the right thing.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I pray that you

          7  do. Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9  Council Member Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Again, I just

         11  want to mention that on May 22, at Brooklyn Borough

         12  Hall, 12:00 to 3:00 p.m., we're doing our second

         13  broadband hearing. It's part of legislation that

         14  passed in 2005, and I hope that all Council Members

         15  from Brooklyn will take flyers. We have many, thanks

         16  to the Speaker's Office. And make sure that

         17  participants come from the neighborhoods to talk

         18  about accessing broadband in Brooklyn. And we hope

         19  to have a good turnout, as we did in the Bronx, and

         20  we look forward to your participation, Mayor's

         21  Office, City Council appointments, we'll listen, and

         22  this is part of an overall strategy for broadband

         23  access for the City of New York.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member.

          3                 Council Member Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          5  much, Madam Speaker.

          6                 I just wanted to rise to support my

          7  Council Member Al Vann, on his quest to give Sonny

          8  Carson's name included with Gates, the slave holder,

          9  in Brooklyn.

         10                 We have to walk by names in our

         11  neighborhoods, like Thomas Jefferson, a

         12  slave-holding pedophile. We had to accept from this

         13  body, orchestrated by the Speaker, Al Jolson, even

         14  though they're trying to sanitize his history,

         15  saying black face wasn't really about insulting

         16  black people, revisionism or history. We have to

         17  accept that because it was part of a package. I

         18  resent the fact that we are now being divided by

         19  those in this Council that are trying to block the

         20  black community from self-determination of selecting

         21  our own heroes.

         22                 Sometimes they'll say, "Charles,

         23  you're being divisive." What could be more divisive,

         24  whether intentional or unintentional, to have four

         25  white members of this City Council tell an entire
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          2  black community "no"?  Even if the Black woman

          3  Chairperson says she wants Sonny Carson - "no." Even

          4  if the black male City Council member says I want

          5  Sonny Carson - "no." Even if the black community

          6  board says we want Sonny Carson - "no." Even if the

          7  black community outside of Brooklyn say they want

          8  Sonny Carson - "no."

          9                 How does it look to this City,

         10  whether it's intentional or not, that the three

         11  white male members of the City Council, along with

         12  the Speaker, tells an entire black community "no"

         13  and then say it's not racial?

         14                 The only name pulled out of that

         15  group was a black man's name from a black community,

         16  that the black Councilperson said yes to and the

         17  Chair of the Committee said yes to? It's divisive.

         18  Don't blame us when stuff gets tense here, they look

         19  at us and say, oh, we're saying inflammatory things,

         20  we're separating people - they did by initiating

         21  this during budget time when we got more important

         22  things to deal with than them taking a name from a

         23  street. It should have passed like everybody else's.

         24  Did you examine the other 51, who are they? They

         25  don't care. I don't think the Speaker knows Sonny
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          2  Carson, cares about Sonny Carson. She got us in a

          3  mess that we shouldn't be in, and I think we should

          4  do the right thing and correct it.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council Member.

          7                 Council Member Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

          9                 As Chair of the Parks Committee, I

         10  stand in support of Al Vann. As long as I've been

         11  chair, this is the first time that we changed

         12  procedures, and perception is a person's reality,

         13  and it was perceived, rightfully so, that when it

         14  comes to Sonny Carson, we're going to do things

         15  differently. But if we recall, in order to get Bob

         16  Marley passed, we had to vote on Al Jolson. And we

         17  have, we have members or streets in this City, we

         18  have the Tweed Building, Thomas Jefferson sold his

         19  own children into slavery, and we as a Council

         20  cannot pick and choose who we'll honor. And

         21  especially, it is not up to the white members of the

         22  Council to decide who blacks will honor. We are

         23  about self-determination. It was a bad fight to

         24  pick. It wasn't, and I've said this, it wasn't the

         25  time to do it, and if we are going to do it this

                                                            60

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  way, then as Chair of the Parks Committee I'm going

          3  to look into every single name that we have passed

          4  and make sure that everybody is clean, because if we

          5  are going to pick and choose when it comes to Sonny

          6  Carson, then we are going to pick and choose when it

          7  comes to everyone else. Because what's good for your

          8  community must be good for ours.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I hesitate to

         12  rise at this time --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oliver, I'm

         14  sorry, you already spoke? You're not speaking,

         15  you're just rising? Oh, okay.

         16                 Anybody else? Council Member Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: A couple of

         18  years ago I introduced a bill that received very

         19  little, if any, editorial support, or support from

         20  the good government groups, and actually lots of the

         21  colleagues in the Council didn't agree with me, and

         22  basically that bill said that we shouldn't be in the

         23  business of street name changes, that we should

         24  leave it up to agencies, but we should have a

         25  call-up provision, so that we can call up the bill.
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          2                 I would just throw that out there,

          3  and perhaps my bill wasn't timely, and maybe it's

          4  time that we decide once and for all that we

          5  shouldn't be in the business of doing this. Let the

          6  community boards fight it out, if in the local

          7  areas, with the DOT or the Parks Department, and

          8  let's get on to, as what Council Member Barron said,

          9  what he thinks are the more important things of the

         10  season.

         11                 So, if people agree with me, let me

         12  know and maybe we'll introduce it and we could once

         13  and for all get rid of this waste of time.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Anybody

         15  else? Adjourned.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)
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