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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We have a couple of

          3  citations first today and then we have three

          4  proclamations. So, for the first citation, which is

          5  one that I'm very excited to be giving, I just

          6  wanted to ask Jay Nonda and Carvins LaSonte

          7  (phonetic) if he could come up, please. If they both

          8  could come up? If we could get a round of applause

          9  as folks come up. Now, Jay is the Executive Director

         10  of Urban Dove, which is a really, really terrific

         11  youth service organization, and Carvins is a young

         12  man I met recently at an Urban Dove event and he is,

         13  among a lot of other things, the recent winner of

         14  the New York Knicks Poetry Slam.  And we wanted to

         15  invite him down here today, and because things are

         16  running late we're not going to get to hear the

         17  poem, but we will send a copy of it to all of the

         18  members of the Council and wanted to give you the

         19  City Council citation, let me get on the other side,

         20  and then we'll ask my colleagues to come up, to

         21  congratulate you on your accomplishment winning the

         22  New York Knicks Poetry Slam, but actually almost

         23  more importantly, to congratulate you on all of your

         24  work with Urban Dove and being such a great, great

         25  student leader and role model for the other folks in
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          2  the Urban Dove Program. So, we really wanted to say

          3  congratulations.

          4                 So, if I could ask my colleagues to

          5  come on up for a picture? Come on, everybody.

          6                 Tell everybody where you're going to

          7  college?

          8                 PARTICIPANT: I'm going to Tompkins

          9  Courtland Community College and I'm transferring out

         10  to Purchase University.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Now, having Carvins

         12  coming down here today is step one. Step two is we

         13  have to get some pro bono lawyers together to get

         14  his poem copyrighted. So, that's the next thing

         15  we're going to work on. Thank you.

         16                 Okay, next we have Robert Jackson

         17  with some intern citations.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         19  Madam Speaker. I'm going to ask my interns to please

         20  come forward. And my colleagues, let me just tell

         21  you, in this budgetary process, I don't believe we

         22  could have gotten all of the work done in my

         23  district without these individuals who have come

         24  forward to volunteer their time and energy on behalf

         25  of the constituents that I represent in Northern
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          2  Manhattan.

          3                 And let me just tell you who they

          4  are. You have Ben Shanahan. Raise your hand, Ben. He

          5  is going to be sophomore at Hunter High School in

          6  the fall. And you have Lily Levine, who graduated

          7  from a school. What school again?

          8                 MS. LEVINE: Trevor Day School.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Trevor Day

         10  School. And she's off to the University of Rochester

         11  in the fall.

         12                 You have Zowie Becker, right here in

         13  the yellow. And Zowie was with us four years ago,

         14  unfortunately, during the time of our tragedy, and

         15  she is now going to be a junior at Hunter College.

         16  She lives in the district, and you have Jit Shamine

         17  Naire (phonetic). He is going to be a junior at Pace

         18  University. Who is your Council Member?

         19                 MR. NAIRE: Michael McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Mike McMahon.

         21  He lives on Staten Island. And this young man calls

         22  himself the Deputy Legislative Director.

         23                 PARTICIPANT: Deputy Legislative

         24  Director.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: And you're
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          2  going to be the Mayor of what City in what year?

          3                 PARTICIPANT: In 2033 I'll be Mayor.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: And Neil

          5  Kelly has been with us through two budget cycles.

          6  And let me tell you, he is such a valuable tool to

          7  Joe and myself, and Neil graduated from NYU, and

          8  he's off to Cornell University Law School in the

          9  fall.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: I think it might be a

         11  show down between you and Carvins, so I'm not sure

         12  who is going to be Mayor in that year. We'll have to

         13  see how the election falls out, right?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Absolutely. I

         15  just want to give them the opportunity to say thank

         16  you to all of you on behalf of all of the

         17  constituents that I represent, and I'm glad you have

         18  the opportunity to experience working in the City

         19  Council, with all of the members of the City Council

         20  and staff, and you deserve a loud round of applause,

         21  from me and everyone.

         22                 Thank you. Joe, come on up. Let's

         23  take a picture with the Speaker.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Okay, our first

         25  proclamation today is by Council Member Annabel
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          2  Palma to the United Postal Service of America.

          3                 And look how perfect Annabel is, she

          4  wore brown today, as we celebrate what brown can do

          5  for us.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you,

          7  Madam Speaker.

          8                 Good afternoon, everyone. This is the

          9  first time I'm ever doing this, so it's quite

         10  exciting for me, as well as for my friends from UPS.

         11  But I wanted to take the opportunity today to let

         12  everyone know that they just celebrated 100 years of

         13  good service. The company has been around for 100

         14  years, 77 in the City of New York, and they do -- I

         15  don't have to say what great work they do when they

         16  deliver packages around the City, and they embraced

         17  me when I first got elected, I continue to be

         18  supportive, whenever I need them in the district, so

         19  many of the organizations and the schools in my

         20  district, and I didn't think of any other way to

         21  tell them how much my constituents, and I know the

         22  residents of New York thank them for their great

         23  service by honoring them with the proclamation right

         24  here in the people's house.

         25                 So, thank you for delivering all
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          2  those great packages around the City and for 100

          3  years of good service.

          4                 PARTICIPANT: We'd like to thank the

          5  City Council and Council Member Palma and everybody

          6  here in the City Council for this great, great

          7  proclamation, and honor. On behalf of the 427,000

          8  UPS's worldwide, the over 18,000 UPS'ers in New York

          9  State and the 7,000 UPS'ers here in New York City,

         10  it's a great honor for us to represent them and

         11  provide the service to you and help build the

         12  communities along with the City Council.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: And just before the

         14  clerk reads the proclamation I'll add the comment,

         15  and they're great union jobs. If the clerk could

         16  please read the proclamation.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

         18  City of New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to honor United Parcel

         21  Service of America, Inc., on the occasion of its

         22  100th anniversary; and

         23                 Whereas: UPS employs over 21,000

         24  employees and operates 39 percent of facilities

         25  across New York State, with 4,600 employees and
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          2  eight facilities in New York City; and.

          3                 Whereas: Each day, 650,000 citizens

          4  of New York utilize the express delivery and

          5  specialized transportation and logistics services

          6  that UPS provides; and

          7                 Whereas: UPS delivers more than

          8  1,850,000 packages every day to customers across New

          9  York, connecting people, communities and businesses;

         10  and

         11                 Whereas: The services UPS provides

         12  connect the people of New York to more than 200

         13  countries through an expansive transportation

         14  network that truly synchronizes global commerce; and

         15                 Whereas: UPS has contributed more

         16  than $1,000,000 to philanthropic endeavors in the

         17  State of New York with an additional $1,901,855

         18  through the United Way, reflecting the company's

         19  emphasis on community service and citizenship; and

         20                 Whereas: UPS will continue to have a

         21  substantial economic impact on the people of New

         22  York, and focus on cultivating the partnerships with

         23  the community it serves; now, therefore

         24                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York honors UNITED PARCEL SERVICE OF
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          2  AMERICA, INC., on the occasion of its 100th

          3  anniversary and recognizes the contributions of UPS

          4  to the people of New York both economically and

          5  philanthropically.

          6                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

          7  Entire Council; Annabel Palma, Council Member, 18th

          8  District, Bronx.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very

         10  much, and congratulations.

         11                 Okay, the next proclamation is from

         12  Council Member Helen Foster for the Bronx School for

         13  Law, Government and Justice Mock Trial Team, who I

         14  hear are the City and State Champs.

         15                 All right.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Hi. Come on

         17  up. And Maria del Carmen Arroyo, you come up because

         18  we've got one in your district, and Larry, of

         19  course, knows about Robert in his district, and the

         20  rest of them are from my fantastic district, which

         21  is the 16th District. Clap. That's right. Thank you.

         22  Thank you.

         23                 I want to give the students a chance,

         24  and I know we're running late, to introduce

         25  themselves. I had a great opportunity to go to the
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          2  school, visit, see what's going on. We've got a

          3  young principal who is doing her thing. And

          4  introduce yourselves and tell them what you did?

          5                 MS. VELOS: Hi. My name is Nacise

          6  Velos (phonetic), and we're the City and State

          7  Championships for Mock Trial for 2007. We're a

          8  non-defeated team against 300 schools. And we were

          9  the smallest competing team of seven.

         10                 MS. BRAD: Hi. My name is Ashante

         11  Brad. I'm also with the Mock Trial Team. And each of

         12  the members on this team played double roles,

         13  playing an attorney or a witness for both sides,

         14  prosecution and defense, and myself personally, I

         15  played an attorney the defense, as well as

         16  prosecution.

         17                 MS. PORTEZ: Hello. My name is

         18  Patricia Portez. I'm also a member of the Mock Trial

         19  Team. And this is great. Mock Trial is great. Yes, I

         20  belong to the district of Miss Helen Foster, and

         21  it's an honor to be here.

         22                 MR. WEBSTER: Hi. My name is Robert

         23  Webster. I played a witness on prosecution and the

         24  defense, and I'm from here and Mr. Larry Seabrook's

         25  --
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: That's

          3  right. That's right.

          4                 MR. ROBERTSON: Hi. My name is

          5  Marquise Robertson. I'm also a member of the Mock

          6  Trial Team, and I am in Ms. Helen Foster's district.

          7                 I play both prosecution, attorney and

          8  a witness for defense. And I'm very proud of this

          9  team. Good luck.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

         11  This is great.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: If the clerk could

         13  please read the proclamation.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

         15  City of New York, Proclamation.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Bronx

         18  School for Law, Government and Justice, and to

         19  congratulate it on its victories at the New York

         20  State and New York City mock trial championships;

         21  and

         22                 Whereas: The mission of the Bronx

         23  School for Law, Government and Justice is to provide

         24  a high quality education for each student in a safe

         25  and nurturing environment, and to offer a
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          2  law-related educational program designed to increase

          3  its students' understanding of the legal system; and

          4                 Whereas: Today, we honor all the

          5  members of the Bronx School for Law, Government and

          6  Justice mock trial team, a group of young men and

          7  women who, with determination, focus and talent,

          8  achieved great success in the 2006-2--7 school year,

          9  overcoming the odds to win the City and State mock

         10  trial championships; and

         11                 Whereas: Despite its students'

         12  personal obstacles and the demands of schoolwork,

         13  the Bronx School for Law, Government and Justice

         14  beat out some of New York's most elite schools; and

         15                 Whereas: The members of the Bronx

         16  School for Law, Government and Justice mock trial

         17  team have demonstrated great heart, mental toughness

         18  and the determination of real champions; they have

         19  raised their overall level of competition, have met

         20  each and every challenge head on, and will

         21  undoubtedly achieve greater and greater success in

         22  life; now, therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York most gratefully honors THE BRONX

         25  SCHOOL FOR LAW, GOVERNMENT AND JUSTICE MOCK TRIAL
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          2  TEAM, signed this 27th day of June in the year Two

          3  Thousand and Seven, Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for

          4  the Entire Council; Helen Diane Foster, Council

          5  Member, 16th District, Bronx.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very

          7  much. And I don't know if any of the staff want to

          8  say anything?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Diane Denato

         10  and the law firm of Kay Schueller helped.

         11                 MS. DENATO: I'm the Mock Trial Coach

         12  at the Bronx School for Law Government and Justice

         13  and really need to acknowledge the people who did

         14  the real coaching, the attorneys from Kay Schueller,

         15  including Lee Cortez, Adrianne Gonzalez, Sheila

         16  Boston, and our founding Coaches, Jeff Horowitz and

         17  Joe Dreighton, and we're just so proud to be here

         18  today. Thank you, all.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you guys so

         20  much, and congratulations and come back next year

         21  when you've won again, okay? All right.

         22                 And next it is a whole Bronx, it is a

         23  Bronx extravaganza today in the proclamations.

         24                 The next one is from Council Member

         25  Larry Seabrook for Black Music Month. Council Member
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          2  Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          4  very much. We're in celebration of Black Music

          5  Month. We were supposed to have the Persuaders here

          6  today, but, unfortunately, there was a passing of

          7  one of the members of the Persuaders who passed away

          8  just before Black Music Month, and, so, we will not

          9  have them here today. But it is a celebration of

         10  Black Music Month, and we wanted to do that.

         11                 But we are here to celebrate today a

         12  person that goes beyond. This is not a Bronx person,

         13  but it is a person that's in Inez Dickens's

         14  district, and we wanted to honor. Because as you

         15  know, one of the problems that we have in minority

         16  communities is the lack of donorship, organ

         17  donorship, and one of the things that an individual

         18  who I've known for many, many years, over 30 years,

         19  I'm going to tell it but I'm older than she is so it

         20  don't matter, and she had suffered, and she is here

         21  today, but she has made a strong commitment for the

         22  spokesperson for the Renal Foundation (phonetic) to

         23  deal with kidney donation, and that's something that

         24  so many of us suffer from, we wanted Theresa to be

         25  here because there is not a Harlem Day Parade that I
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          2  am not there that Theresa is the MC for the Harlem

          3  African-American Day Parade, and for many, many

          4  years, and we thought that we would miss her and

          5  never see her again, but she is back stronger and

          6  one of Reverend Sharpton's staunch supporters, who

          7  have been with Reverend Sharpton since day one. And,

          8  so, we wanted to make this presentation to her

          9  because many times people say things at a funeral,

         10  but it is important for us to say things when people

         11  are alive and well and we appreciate them, and that

         12  we appreciate Theresa Freeman.

         13                 So, I want my colleague Inez

         14  Dickens's who is her leader and Councilperson, and I

         15  stepped over the borders with permission to do this,

         16  because I have known Theresa for so many years.

         17                 Councilwoman Dickens.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you so

         19  much, Larry.

         20                 You know, Theresa is not only a

         21  phenomenal person who works in the District, and,

         22  yes, she does do the African-American Day Parade

         23  every September. She is a district leader in Central

         24  Harlem, and she is also the State Committee person.

         25                 Both of those are volunteer jobs, so
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          2  that should tell you something about Theresa, those

          3  of you who do not know her, that she volunteers in

          4  the State party, she volunteers for our community,

          5  she volunteers and works on behalf of all people in

          6  our great state, because she serves on the State

          7  Committee, and we're very proud of Theresa for what

          8  she has accomplished, and, yes, there was a time

          9  when we were very worried about here. And, yes, we

         10  must give the flowers to the person when they can

         11  indeed smell the flowers, and that's what today is

         12  about. Theresa, we're very proud of you.

         13  Congratulations on behalf of the work that you're

         14  doing, not only for the people of Harlem, but on

         15  behalf of all people in this great country in order

         16  for them to be able to have and understand the

         17  benefits of transplants of organs. Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: And just as

         19  a reminder, Theresa is so great that she even

         20  brought a savior here with us today. We have Wesley

         21  Archer here, the subway hero who saved the

         22  individual. That shows you the magnitude of Theresa.

         23                 MS. FREEMAN: First before I get

         24  started, I just want all of my friends and family to

         25  please stand.
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          2                 I also would like to say, to get

          3  started, is that Inez and Beverly Austin and Cuzz

          4  that I know of and David Weeger (phonetic), they did

          5  a vigil for me when I was sick in 2001. I had kidney

          6  failure. I was in a coma, and I heard that they was

          7  there all night until I came back alive, because

          8  they said I had died twice on the table, and so I

          9  feel very fortunate. And I'm so happy to be with the

         10  Renal Support Network. I was picked out of 3,000

         11  applicants to go to California to represent New York

         12  City, and to learn more about the initiative of

         13  Donor Transplant.

         14                 Also, Congressman Rengal played a

         15  very heavy role in that. I am just so proud to say

         16  that I have so many supporters. My Cuzz, who is

         17  always with me, day one, and Beverly, we fight like

         18  cats and dogs, but we are friends, and she's the one

         19  that really brought me around because when I first

         20  got out of the hospital I saw people looking at me

         21  strangely, because I weighed like, before I went in

         22  the hospital, like 400 pounds. And thanks to God,

         23  that I lost weight, thanks to God that I'm still

         24  here, thanks to my friends that I'm here. And

         25  especially to you, Larry. When I told Larry about my
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          2  accomplishment, he said, well, we need to do

          3  something about it. So, this is the reason why I'm

          4  here and I appreciate everything, Speaker. And I was

          5  so happy to see Ms. Gotbaum here today, because I've

          6  known her for a very long time. I'd like to say to

          7  all my friends, thank you. I love you. We have my

          8  representatives from the National Action Network. My

          9  women auxiliary, my vice president, and I just want

         10  to say all of you, and we have another State

         11  Committee woman here, Ms. Cox, from the Bronx. I'd

         12  like to say to her, and Dr. Delores Blakely, I'm

         13  going to start naming everybody, you're all going to

         14  throw me out of here, but I just want to say Mr.

         15  Ali, all of them, I'd just like to say to everybody,

         16  I am so appreciative, because I talk about it all

         17  the time, that we're always given accolades when

         18  people are dead, and so I'm so happy to get this.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: And why don't

         21  Theresa's friends and supporters join us back here

         22  while the clerk reads the proclamation.

         23                 Please.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         25  New York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is proud to honor Theresa Freeman for her

          4  outstanding contribution to our City as a State

          5  Committee Woman/District Leader of the 70th Assembly

          6  District; and

          7                 Whereas: Today, we are delighted to

          8  pay homage to Theresa Freeman, one of our City's

          9  finest community leaders and a woman who exemplifies

         10  all that is best in people: generosity and

         11  compassion; the development of one's intellect,

         12  spirit and talents to improve the lives of others;

         13  and a steadfast belief in the power of freedom,

         14  justice and equality to mold the minds and

         15  characters of her fellow New Yorkers; and

         16                 Whereas: Community leaders are an

         17  integral part of our city, the building blocks of

         18  our neighborhoods. For the past thirty years, Ms.

         19  Freeman has dedicated her life to developing and

         20  enriching the potential of the City of New York and

         21  the Harlem community, fighting for and promoting job

         22  development, affordable housing, drug treatment

         23  programs and help for ex-offenders; and

         24                 Whereas: Ms. Freeman's dedication to

         25  her community has led her to join and participate in
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          2  such prominent organizations as the Association of

          3  Black Social Workers, the New York Coalition of 100

          4  Black Women and the New York Trial Lawyers

          5  Association. She has also served as a legal

          6  specialist at Reality House where she assisted

          7  clients with personal issues ranging from housing to

          8  family and criminal court; now, therefore,

          9                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York honors THERESA FREEMAN State

         11  Committee Woman/District Leader of the 70th Assembly

         12  district for her outstanding service to the City and

         13  the community.

         14                 Signed this 27th day of June in the

         15  year Two Thousand and Seven, Christine C. Quinn,

         16  Speaker for the Entire Council; Larry B. Seabrook,

         17  Council Member, 12th District, Bronx; Inez E.

         18  Dickens, Council Member 9th District, Manhattan.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much

         20  and congratulations, and that concludes our

         21  ceremonials and proclamations and citations for the

         22  day.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'd like to

         24  call to order the recessed meeting of June 15th,

         25  which will be held now on June 27th.
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          2                 All rise.

          3                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Eugene.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Ignizio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         12  Ma'am.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         14  quorum. Now we will adjourn the recessed meeting,

         15  and the Stated Meeting of June 27th will now begin.

         16                 Roll call.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Eugene.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Still here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Eugene.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Ignizio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Yes.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         15  all, and I request unanimous consent to --

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: This is a roll

         17  call, sir. It's not a roll call, it's attendance.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Well, I'm

         19  here. If you didn't know that.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Ma'am, we have a

         11  quorum.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The

         13  Invocation will now be given by Reverend Shon

         14  Adkins. All rise.

         15                 REVEREND ADKINS: Gracious God, we

         16  thank you for this day;

         17                 we thank you for every Council

         18  Member, every representative that is here today;

         19                 we pray for this City today; we pray,

         20  God, that you'll give them the wisdom and the

         21  guidance in every decision that they make;

         22                 we pray that all the laws that will

         23  pass will be laws that will help your people, and

         24  we're so grateful for those that will serve in this

         25  great City;
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          2                 and we say thank you. Amen.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          4  spread the Invocation. Council Member Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

          6  I motion that we spread the Invocation in full upon

          7  the record.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And if I

         10  could ask my colleagues to rise, please, again?

         11                 We, sadly, today have two very somber

         12  moments of silence. One is for New York City

         13  Firefighter Daniel Pujak. He was 23 years old. On

         14  June 21st, 2007, New York City Firefighter Daniel F.

         15  Pujak, 23, of Ladder Company 146 in Greenpoint, died

         16  after falling from a roof while battling a blaze in

         17  Williamsburg.

         18                 The fire was caused by a cigarette

         19  left burning in a building that has been cited for a

         20  legal conversion and resulted in 60 firefighters

         21  fighting this all hands on-deck fire.

         22                 Daniel Pujak, whose lifelong dream to

         23  join the Fire Department was realized 21 months ago,

         24  was bravely doing his job, in an attempt to vent the

         25  roof when he lost his balance and fell four stories
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          2  to his death.

          3                 He loved his job so much that on the

          4  day he lost his life he arrived two and a half hours

          5  early. Daniel was living at the time of his death in

          6  Fresh Meadows. He grew up in Greenpoint where his

          7  family still resides. He graduated from St. Francis

          8  Prep where his father is still a teacher, and leaves

          9  behind his mother, Christina, who is a public school

         10  second grade teacher in Greenpoint, his father Leo,

         11  his brother Matthew, and also another brother.

         12                 Also, I was at the funeral yesterday

         13  along with Council Member Yassky, and this is sadly

         14  the second son this family has lost. They lost

         15  another boy, Joshua, two and a half months old, to

         16  SIDS.

         17                 He is the 1,135th member of the New

         18  York City Fire Department to make this Supreme

         19  sacrifice. He is the first firefighter to die since

         20  August 27th, 2006. As Steve Cassidy, President of

         21  the UFA remarked, being a New York City firefighter

         22  is not a job, but it's a calling, to serve and

         23  protect the people of the City. As I said, his

         24  funeral was yesterday at Cecelia's Roman Catholic

         25  Church, and yesterday when he was eulogized by,
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          2  among other people, the Captain of his Fire House,

          3  the Captain said that Daniel's coming in two and a

          4  half hours early was not something unusual. He came

          5  in hours early to all of his shifts because he

          6  wanted to make sure he was prepared.

          7                 They said the only thing that could

          8  take a smile off his face is if he found out that he

          9  missed a job on a shift that he wasn't working. And

         10  then if you were unlucky enough to still be working

         11  in the fire house, he would follow you around like a

         12  puppy dog until you told him absolutely everything

         13  about the job that he missed and tried to make sure

         14  he learned what he would have learned had he been

         15  able to be there that night fighting a fire.

         16                 We also are standing today to

         17  remember Sergeant Alfonso J. Montenegro, II, 22, of

         18  Far Rockaway, New York. He was killed on June 21st

         19  in Bagdad of wounds suffered when an improvised

         20  explosive device detonated near his and four of his

         21  comrades, their vehicle, killing all five of them.

         22                 He was assigned to the 1st Battalion,

         23  26th Infantry Regimen out of Germany.

         24                 The Sergeant joined the Army after

         25  graduating from Far Rockaway High School with the
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          2  hope of going to college afterwards. He served one

          3  tour in Iraq in 2004 when he was 19. He was only one

          4  week away from completing his third year enlistment

          5  when the Army informed him that they were extending

          6  his tour and sending him back to Iraq.

          7                 His mother, Sandra, recalled that "He

          8  had all his stuff packed and they told him he

          9  couldn't come home because he was going to Iraq.

         10                 Alfonso last spoke to his mother on

         11  June 9th, his 22nd birthday, and on the day of his

         12  death, his mother woke up with a premonition that

         13  her son was dead. After crying all morning at home

         14  and at work, she received the dreaded news that she

         15  had to come right home because soldiers were there

         16  to give her the dreaded news her dream foretold.

         17                 On the day he died, Sergeant Alfonso

         18  Montenegro volunteered for his final mission.

         19  Sergeant Montenegro leaves behind his mother and

         20  four brothers and sisters.

         21                 And as we all stand in silence, I

         22  hope that we all urge the continuing blessing of all

         23  of our soldiers who were serving us, and the ongoing

         24  blessing of all the members of the New York City

         25  Fire Department.
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          2                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          3                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          5  the Minutes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: I move that

          7  the minutes of the Stated Meeting of May 9th, 2007

          8  be adopted as printed.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         10  Papers from the Mayor.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 660, withdrawing the

         12  recommendation of Page Ayres Cowley, Landmarks

         13  Preservation Commission.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, Ordered,

         15  Printed and Filed.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 661, submitting

         17  Lynne D. Richardson, M.D., to the Board of Health.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         19  Elections.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 662, submitting

         21  Jeffrey Kay, appointment to the Taxi and Limousine

         22  Commission.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         24  Elections.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 663. Submitting
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          2  Susan Hinkson, reappointment to the Board of

          3  Standards and Appeals.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

          5  Elections.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 664. Submitting Dara

          7  Ottley-Brown for reappointment to the Boards of

          8  Standards and Appeals.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         10  Elections.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         12  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 665. District

         14  resource statements, Fiscal Year 2006, 2007.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, Ordered,

         16  Printed and Filed.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 666 on page two,

         18  through M 704 on page 7, base station license

         19  applications, renewals, relocations, and ownership

         20  and name changes.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         23  and Communications.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use
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          2  Call-Ups.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 705, M 706, M 707.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: All three of these

          5  items should be coupled on a call-up vote on the

          6  Land Use items, pleased.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         13  Public Advocate, may I request unanimous consent to

         14  vote on all items on the General Order Calendar?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I vote aye

         17  on all items on the General Order Calendar, and aye

         18  on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: No on Land

          9  Use 464 and 465; aye on all others.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: May I request

         20  unanimous consent to vote on the General Order

         21  Calendar?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Can I pass?

          4  I'm sorry, I vote aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on all

         13  and I request unanimous consent to vote in the

         14  affirmative on all the items on the General Calendar

         15  today.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, I request unanimous consent to vote aye on

         20  all Land Use items and General Order Calendar

         21  Orders.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          7  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 46 in the

          8  affirmative, zero negative.

          9                 Communication from the Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. We are

         11  voting on a number of important matters today, which

         12  as Council Member McMahon of Staten Island said in

         13  our pre-stated press conference, they range from

         14  large important pieces of governmental reform, two

         15  pieces of legislation which might seem smaller but

         16  deal with very important quality of life matters

         17  that we hope will make people's lives better in our

         18  five boroughs. And I think it's a credit to the

         19  breadth and depth of this institution that we're

         20  taking up so many seemingly different items in one

         21  Stated Council Meeting. And it is noteworthy that it

         22  is the Stated Council Meeting following the one

         23  where we pass the budget. This is an institution

         24  that is clearly always at work on a number of

         25  different levels.
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          2                 First, we're passing a piece of

          3  legislation today that is a major piece of Campaign

          4  Finance Reform. It is a bill that when it goes into

          5  effect, I believe will make New York City's Campaign

          6  Finance Law the Gold Standard of Campaign Finance

          7  Laws anywhere in the Country. It will make New York

          8  City not a City with a perfect law, but with a law

          9  that has gone tremendous, tremendous yards, to limit

         10  the influence of those who do business with the City

         11  of New York, a City where a law would have taken a

         12  tremendous step forward to encourage people to

         13  contribute to the process by making small donations,

         14  through changing the public match to one that even

         15  more incentivizes small contributions. And I hope

         16  this law will also make the City of New York a City

         17  whose Campaign Finance Law is one that is fair to

         18  participants and one that is truly user friendly.

         19                 When we pass this bill and the Mayor

         20  signs it into law, we will take an important step

         21  forward for good government, and an important step

         22  forward of sending a message to the residents of

         23  five boroughs that we work for them first and

         24  foremost.

         25                 There is a lot of folks who worked
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          2  long and hard to get us to this point today. The

          3  most important of which we'll hear from in a second,

          4  who is the Chair of our Government Operations

          5  Committee, Simcha Felder. He and his staffperson

          6  Mike have worked long and hard on this bill and I

          7  want to thank both of them.

          8                 I also want to thank all of the staff

          9  of the Council and the Speaker's Office who have

         10  worked on this legislation, DeNora Johnson, the

         11  Counsel to the Gov Ops Committee, Rob Newman, our

         12  Legislative Director, Jim Caras, our Deputy General

         13  Counsel, and Mora Keeney, my Deputy Chief of Staff.

         14  All of them have worked very hard, and I think all

         15  of my colleagues will agree, the staff was not

         16  necessarily able to address every concern a Council

         17  member raised, but there isn't one concern that was

         18  raised which was not heard, vetted, and attempted to

         19  be solved by the staff. They took every concern a

         20  Council Member raised seriously, and did their best

         21  to try to find an answer to that concern.

         22                 I also want to thank Mayor Bloomberg,

         23  Eddie Batista, and everyone in the Legislative shop,

         24  also everybody in Deputy Mayor Schueller's shop, for

         25  all of the work that they put into this piece of
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          2  legislation. I want to thank everyone on the staff

          3  of the Campaign Finance Board, and the members of

          4  the Campaign Finance Board. They put a tremendous

          5  number of hours into this piece of legislation. I

          6  also want to thank our partners in this effort,

          7  Citizens' Union, Common Cause, and NYPIRG. I think

          8  it is a very significant day when you have a bill

          9  that will be supported by the majority of the New

         10  York City Council, supported by Mayor Bloomberg,

         11  supported by the Campaign Finance Board staff, and

         12  Board members and by the three leading good

         13  government groups in the City of New York. This is a

         14  day where we take a step forward for good,

         15  transparent, public-focused government in our five

         16  boroughs. And I now want to call on the Chair of our

         17  Gov Ops Committee, and again thank him, Council

         18  Member Simcha Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 Recently I met an older constituent

         22  in my district and I said that we were going to be

         23  passing a Campaign Finance Reform Bill today, and he

         24  said that's wonderful, it's about time you lowered

         25  taxes.
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          2                 Most people in the City I would say

          3  really don't understand the depth of what we're

          4  about to do. However, I would say despite that this

          5  is the people's bill. This is the people's bill. New

          6  Yorkers have savvy and they're very demanding and we

          7  know that if you ask the average person in the City

          8  about government they demand the best, they demand

          9  accountability, they demand transparency in

         10  government, but it's rare, very rare that you find

         11  that government is committed to taking the

         12  initiative to further those causes.

         13                 So, I think that this bill does just

         14  that. I want to thank and congratulate the Speaker

         15  for having the courage to push forward this reform

         16  and my colleagues who will be voting on this bill as

         17  well. I thank you for voting on this very important

         18  bill and I urge everyone to vote yes.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, again,

         20  Chairperson Felder.

         21                 Next we are voting on another small

         22  matter, an overhaul of our Building Code in the City

         23  of New York, and this matter is so significant, we

         24  haven't updated the Building Code since 1968 but it

         25  is so significant it has brought a surprise special
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          2  guest appearance to the City Council of our former

          3  Housing and Building Chair who started this effort,

          4  Madeline Provenzano of the Bronx.

          5                 When I said Madeline, or Chairperson

          6  Provenzano, started this effort, that speaks to the

          7  fact that the effort to redraft the City's Building

          8  Code is one that's really been going on for about

          9  five years, and that length of time is a credit to

         10  Chairperson Provenzano, it's also a credit to the

         11  Bloomberg Administration, who almost on day one

         12  began to pull together numerous task forces and

         13  working groups of people in the City of New York who

         14  were experts on the Building Code, international

         15  experts on the Building Code, and people who

         16  professionally interact with the Building Code every

         17  day, and they worked for close to five years, so

         18  they could send us a very quality piece of

         19  legislation. It was a very good bill. It's a bill

         20  that Chairperson Dilan and his staff have made even

         21  better.

         22                 It's a bill that doesn't three

         23  important things: It modernizes our Building Code.

         24  It takes our Building Code into the 21st Century, it

         25  also made sure that our Building Code will come to
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          2  track with the international Building Code every

          3  three years automatically. That doesn't set a

          4  ceiling, but it does set an ever-rising floor for

          5  our Building Code, while still appropriately

          6  allowing us to put in extra constraints where we

          7  think it's appropriate for the five boroughs. It

          8  also is a Building Code that makes greater safety

          9  provisions for people who work and live in the

         10  buildings in the five boroughs. It's a bill that in

         11  those safety provisions recognizes the challenging

         12  and at times dangerous times we live in. You see

         13  that particularly through the very detailed and

         14  specific provisions in the bill, relating to the

         15  strengthening of stairwells, relating to the

         16  widening of stairwells and the requirement that

         17  stairwells are painted with photo luminescent paint,

         18  so that if in a blackout or a crisis you have to

         19  exit a building on stairs where there are no lights,

         20  you'll be able to see your way out.

         21                 But it's also a bill that recognizes

         22  the real commitment of the City of New York to

         23  sustainability and to helping our City get greener.

         24  That's why this bill includes rebates on permitting

         25  fees for building owners and developers who make
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          2  buildings that meet lead standards, buildings which

          3  are engaged in energy conservation, and other

          4  sustainable steps.

          5                 So, this is a bill which we also

          6  should be very proud of, a bill that will make our

          7  City safer and greener, a bill where I again want to

          8  thank everyone in the Administration and everyone in

          9  the prior Council, first and foremost Chairperson

         10  Provenzano, who worked on it.

         11                 And I'd now like to call on

         12  Chairperson Dilan, who is someone, as I said, he and

         13  his staff have really made this bill better. He and

         14  his staff I think are happy to get a little bit of a

         15  summer break, because his is a Committee where we

         16  just, once you finish one big thing, we throw

         17  another thing at it, but in every case, Chairperson

         18  Dilan has more than risen to the occasion. So, I

         19  want to thank him very much.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: And I want to

         21  note, we'll be here tomorrow in hearing KeyCard

         22  Access. And I just want to say it would be very

         23  great if Madeline Provenzano was sitting in my chair

         24  today to see this bill pass. I think that, you know,

         25  we do have a term limits law and I think one of the
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          2  flaws is that when someone gives their heart and

          3  soul to something and they start something, it

          4  really would be really great to finish that effort

          5  off.

          6                 This effort owes a lot to you,

          7  Maddie. I was great just to carry your water after

          8  you were gone and pass the torch, and I would hope

          9  that after I'm gone somebody would pass the torch on

         10  to some of the important work I might start in the

         11  next year or so.

         12                 One of the beautiful things about

         13  this bill is that it will bring our Building Code

         14  into uniformity with the rest of the country. Fifty

         15  states have passed some form of the ICC's Code.

         16  There is over, I believe, 2,100 jurisdictions that

         17  now use this Code, and the reason why that's

         18  significant is because when people come to New York

         19  City, if they want to start a business, or if they

         20  want to build, they come in knowing what the rules

         21  are and they can follow those rules. They don't have

         22  to learn special rules just for New York City. I

         23  think just in that aspect it should promote economic

         24  development here in this City.

         25                 I think the bill also focuses on a
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          2  lot on safety. I took a lot of time focusing on

          3  sprinklers in one-, two- and three-family homes. I

          4  had initial concerns with it in the beginning, but

          5  it ended up where I turned out to be very, very

          6  comfortable with it, because it's a very important

          7  safety component. So, it factors in business, it

          8  factors in safety, and it also creates uniformity.

          9  And do I think this is a perfect bill? I want to

         10  start by saying, no, I don't think it's a perfect

         11  bill. I think there's some things that need to be

         12  worked out to favor the disabled community. And I

         13  think the Buildings Department is ready to do that.

         14  The great thing about this bill is it will be looked

         15  at in a collaborative way every three years. It will

         16  be looked at by the Council and by the

         17  Administration, because there's going to be many

         18  things that once this bill goes out into practice

         19  that we didn't get. And after it's in practice we

         20  can certainly come back as an institution and fix

         21  those items. So, we won't have a Building Code that

         22  is so antiquated as the one we use today.

         23                 I said earlier in the pre-Stated

         24  press conference that the last time the Council

         25  passed a Building Code, the Housing and Buildings
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          2  Committee had a member by the name of Edward I.

          3  Koch, who some of you may have heard of. I think the

          4  City needs to be more progressive in managing this

          5  Code on an ongoing basis, and this bill would do

          6  that.

          7                 I certainly recommend all of my

          8  colleagues to vote for this bill. I'm going to vote

          9  for this bill. I just want to briefly thank Patricia

         10  Lancaster and her entire staff at the Buildings

         11  Department, the Mayor's Office, I want to thank the

         12  people at the International Code Council for

         13  providing technical assistance, not only to me but

         14  to Committee staff. I want to thank the Committee

         15  staff who have done, you know, many late nights up

         16  to 12:00, getting these bills ready, and I certainly

         17  would like to thank the Speaker and her staff for

         18  providing the assistance on about a 2,300-page

         19  almost bill that was very technical. I couldn't have

         20  done it without the support of all those people.

         21                 And I also want to thank all of the

         22  individuals who serve voluntarily on all the 13

         23  different committees, whether it be technical or

         24  managerial, that the Buildings Department had in

         25  hashing out this bill. I think the end result is

                                                            55

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  going to be great and I think it has the opportunity

          3  to get even better as we go on in the future. And I

          4  thank you, Madam Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Chairperson

          6  Dilan. I also want to thank the members of the

          7  Speaker's staff who worked on this bill for a long

          8  period of time, Council Member Ramon -- Council

          9  member -- Ramon Martinez. I just gave him a heart

         10  attack. Ramon Martinez, Ben Goodman, Terzah Nasser

         11  and Jeff Haberman, I want to thank them very much.

         12  And I also want to recognize the folks from the

         13  Department of Buildings who are here with us.

         14                 So, why don't you stand up,

         15  Department of Buildings, and all be recognized. Yea,

         16  the Department of Buildings. Thank you all very

         17  much.

         18                 Next we're voting on a smart piece of

         19  common sense legislation today that Chairperson

         20  Comrie has drafted and shepherded through his

         21  Committee. It's a bill which recognizes that a

         22  billiards hall is a billiards hall, and that if

         23  someone wants to put one or two pool tables in the

         24  back of their bar or restaurant for the fun of their

         25  patrons, they shouldn't be required to go through
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          2  the process of getting another permit when they're

          3  clearly not a billiards hall.

          4                 And this is a piece of legislation

          5  that will hopefully make the lives, which can be

          6  tough sometimes, of small business people who are

          7  running restaurants or taverns or bars in our City,

          8  will make their lives somewhat easier by eliminating

          9  one additional and unfair City permit and process

         10  that they have to go through and I want to thank him

         11  for bringing this matter to our attention, and call

         12  on Chairperson Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         14  Speaker Quinn. I was trying to find my bill, but

         15  since it's only two pages long, and we had all these

         16  30 and 200-page bills, I can't find it. But it's

         17  really just a simple fix, to fix a problem to take

         18  away an unnecessary issue for small bars and taverns

         19  that have from one to three pool tables. The

         20  Department of Consumer Affairs has been inspecting

         21  them. There have been absolutely no problems with

         22  those smaller locations, and we need to free from

         23  small businesses at least one of the regulations

         24  that are imposed on them as they try to do business

         25  in this City.
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          2                 I want to thank Rob Newman and legal

          3  staff, I want to thank the Department of Consumer

          4  Affairs, also the business owners that came to us

          5  with this bill. It's a simple fix to make their

          6  lives easier, and I would encourage all of the

          7  members to vote aye on this bill.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         10  We're also voting on another I think piece of

         11  common-sense legislation today that was introduced

         12  by Chairperson McMahon and also shepherded through

         13  this Committee, a bill which deals with the reality

         14  that more and more throughout the City you're seeing

         15  these clothing drop-off bins appear on public

         16  sidewalks. The placement of them on public sidewalks

         17  is illegal. There isn't, though, in the law a clear

         18  enforcement measure built in so the Department of

         19  Sanitation can remove them. Also inasmuch as there

         20  isn't a clear enforcement provision, there isn't any

         21  way to make sure when they're removed that the

         22  entities that are operating them know about the

         23  removal, pending removal and enough time to get the

         24  clothes or other items for them.

         25                 Also, I want to thank Chairperson
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          2  McMahon for bringing this bill forward, but also

          3  folks in the Council on the reality that a lot of

          4  these clothing bins are not placed there really for

          5  not-for-profit organizations which is what we

          6  believe, but actually that there is now a business

          7  almost of for-profit organizations putting these out

          8  there, presented as non-profit bins, where, in fact,

          9  they're only getting a small portion of what is

         10  being gathered or raised in the bin. I think this

         11  bill will create a common-sense effective and fair

         12  enforcement provision that will help keep our

         13  sidewalks clear, which is an incredibly important

         14  thing in our City. I want to call on Chairperson

         15  McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you

         17  very much, Madam Speaker. Somewhat like wild

         18  mushrooms, which in a dark forest after a warm

         19  midsummer's rain spring up virtually from nowhere in

         20  large numbers, these clothing bins have appeared in

         21  our City from virtually nowhere. And unfortunately,

         22  the fungus of them seems to appear even more quickly

         23  and they turn into magnets for litter and for

         24  garbage and they become very unsightly and a blight

         25  on our neighborhoods. And, so, it is that I urge my
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          2  colleagues to pass this legislation today, because

          3  as the Speaker said, it will allow us to bring some

          4  regulation and normalcy to this problem. It will

          5  keep our streets cleaner, and safer, and therefore

          6  happier, and at the same time, it will be another

          7  step in moving on the Sanitation side, we will move

          8  towards capturing the clothes and other materials

          9  into our recycling stream.

         10                 So, this is a good piece of

         11  legislation. I just want to thank Rob Newman from

         12  your staff, Madam Speaker, and everyone who works

         13  with him who have worked so hard on this. Carmen

         14  Cognetta, as well, from your staff, as well as

         15  Daniel Avery, and everyone who worked with them, and

         16  I urge my colleagues to vote yes on this. Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And usually

         18  when we say that the better half of the McMahon

         19  family is here, we mean Judge McMahon, but today we

         20  have visiting with us, and I think she's in the

         21  balcony, Mike's daughter, Julia McMahon, who was

         22  recently, well, this past fall, the winner of the

         23  Mayor's Cup in Cross Country. So, where is she?

         24  Stand up. Come on. You've been embarrassed enough.

         25  All right.
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          2                 I also want to thank Chairperson

          3  Reyna, who is moving forward today with a number of

          4  important appointments. I thank her for all of that

          5  and all of the work she put into those appointments

          6  that we're going to be voting on today relating to

          7  the Board of Elections and Landmarks Preservation

          8  and a couple of other important City committees. And

          9  the final item that we're going to hear about today

         10  is the Beacon School in Council Member Brewer's

         11  district, which is a Land Use item we're taking

         12  action on today that will be an important step

         13  forward to preserve a very important performing arts

         14  school where there are a number of very talented

         15  students, including Council Member Miguel Martinez's

         16  daughter.

         17                 Council Member Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         19  much, Madam Speaker, and I'm here to thank certainly

         20  the Land Use staff, and Council Members' Katz and

         21  Lappin, and most specifically, the staff of the

         22  School Construction Authority, and certainly the

         23  Department of Education, and the unbelievable leader

         24  of the school, founder of the school, principal of

         25  the school, the woman who has made it all possible,
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          2  Ruth Lacey.

          3                 And the reason I say that is, this is

          4  a school that has been on the West Side for a number

          5  of years, a decade. It is an excellent school, not

          6  magnet, just a regular school, no testing. And the

          7  fact of the matter is, it's a school of choice, not

          8  just for a member of the Martinez family, but 999

          9  other individuals.

         10                 We couldn't, thankfully, find another

         11  location, and so to the credit of the School

         12  Construction Authority, they are negotiating with

         13  the owner and staying put, and it's that negotiation

         14  that led to the discussion, and the pass through by

         15  the City Council. So, thank you, all parties

         16  concerned.

         17                 I also want to mention that we have

         18  two interns, we have about 40 interns this summer,

         19  and I want to ask Danielle Banks, who is a Cornell

         20  University Urban Scholar, and Rochelle Hocwoft

         21  (phonetic), who is a Hunter College CUNY honor

         22  student, to stand up. Thank you very much.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

         24  Member Brewer. And that concludes Communication from

         25  the Speaker.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          3  of General Orders.

          4                 Council Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          6  much, Madam Chair.

          7                 I just want to rise to say that while

          8  we are working on reform of Campaign Finance, I

          9  think this would be good for insurgence and for

         10  limiting business, or those who do business with the

         11  City and lobbyists, and their contributions. But I

         12  must say, honesty compels me to say that the Mayor

         13  of all people, he should be the last person telling

         14  us that we should limit contribution to our

         15  campaign, especially when he spends an obscene

         16  amount of money to buy a Mayoral election and hides

         17  behind the First Amendment. So, I think we need to

         18  do something and Campaign Finance cannot allow the

         19  rich, the billionaires, the millionaires, to spend

         20  obscene amounts of money on elections and then tell

         21  us that we need to limit contributions from those

         22  who want to participate in elections.

         23                 I think it's good to get business out

         24  of given money and people who have connections to

         25  those who do contracts with the City. I understand
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          2  the conflict of interest, but we have to do

          3  something about the fact that someone can spend so

          4  much money on an election and hide behind the First

          5  Amendment and then champion reform in campaign

          6  finance, and I think it's hypocritical. So, I don't

          7  think we should be thanking the Mayor, we should be

          8  highlighting that hypocrisy as we go about to reform

          9  Campaign Finance. Thank you very much. And I ask

         10  unanimous consent to vote aye on all General Order

         11  items.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 Council Member Dickens.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate. I ask my colleagues, and I

         16  thank also Chair Reyna of Rules, on the appointment

         17  that we voted on this morning for Roberta

         18  Washington.

         19                 Mrs. Washington is a constituent in

         20  my district. She also owns a small architectural

         21  firm located on 125th Street where she employs a few

         22  people from the community, providing employment.

         23                 I have been one of the people that

         24  has complained about the diversity issue at

         25  Landmarks Preservation Commission, and although I
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          2  recognize the important work that they do, and I

          3  applaud Chair Tierney for all of the hard work that

          4  he has done throughout all of the boroughs,

          5  particularly involved in Harlem, then I am glad to

          6  see that this appointment is being done and I ask my

          7  colleagues to please support Mrs. Roberta Washington

          8  as she embarks on this new, new part of her life.

          9  Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Garodnick.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 Good afternoon. I rise today in

         15  support of Intro. 586-A, which is the Campaign

         16  Finance Reform. I urge my colleagues to vote yes on

         17  this legislation. I think this is an important law.

         18  It's a strong law. It does a number of things that

         19  are worthy of our support, including providing

         20  additional protections for candidates, setting time

         21  frames for audits, deadlines, for return of public

         22  funding, more ability to rely on the opinions from

         23  the Campaign Finance Board's candidate liaisons, but

         24  also very significantly, it makes important changes

         25  to the contribution rules, limiting the potential
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          2  influence of those doing business with the City of

          3  New York, and reducing any appearance, conflicts,

          4  and it strengthens the voice of individual New

          5  Yorkers who want to participate by creating

          6  incentives for smaller donations.

          7                 This legislation, I believe, will

          8  continue to make New York City a leader in campaign

          9  finance reform and the campaign finance system. It

         10  will set the right example for the State of New York

         11  and for the rest of the country. I wanted to

         12  congratulate the Government Operations Chair Simcha

         13  Felder and, of course, Speaker Quinn and their

         14  staffs for so much work that went into putting

         15  together this legislation, and I encourage my

         16  colleagues to vote yes on this. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I have been a

         20  lifelong advocate of Campaign Finance Reform and I

         21  wish I could support this bill. I want to say to the

         22  Speaker I understand that she puts it forward in

         23  good faith, and in an attempt to reform this system

         24  properly. However, in order for a campaign finance

         25  system to work, it's got to facilitate realistic
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          2  campaigns. Right now we have a situation nationally

          3  where Hillary Clinton and others have opted out of

          4  campaign finance reform because the rules are so

          5  tight they don't permit raising enough money to run

          6  an effective campaign.

          7                 This proposal, unfortunately, is

          8  unfair. It's unfair to candidates, especially to

          9  candidates from poor and minority districts who will

         10  find it very difficult to raise enough money to run

         11  especially for races beyond the Council race, for

         12  Mayor or Public Advocate or Comptroller or Borough

         13  President. I am perhaps the only person in this

         14  house who has run for a broad race. I ran for

         15  Statewide Office twice. I know how hard it is to

         16  raise money. It's also unfair because it creates a

         17  morass. It's extremely difficult to determine who

         18  can and cannot contribute. There are all kinds of

         19  inconsistencies. You can contribute if you get

         20  permits to do low-income housing, but you can't

         21  contribute if you get permits to do other housing.

         22  You can contribute if you're the spouse of someone

         23  doing business with the City, but you can't

         24  contribute if you're the spouse of a lobbyist. It's

         25  all kinds of time limits and different provisions
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          2  that apply to different people who do business in

          3  different ways.

          4                 Campaigns will be stuck in a morass

          5  and City agencies that will have to keep databases

          6  going on a daily basis because people will be doing

          7  business one day and not business the other day.

          8                 In addition, it is unfair to

          9  thousands of citizens, who want to participate in

         10  the political process, that because they have a Land

         11  Use Application pending in the Bronx, they can't

         12  contribute to the Queens Borough President.

         13                 We are disenfranchising, in a sense,

         14  so many people. This bill violates equal protection,

         15  in my view. In my view, this bill makes it more

         16  difficult to run, not easier to run. We have the

         17  best Campaign Finance Law in the country right now

         18  with matching funds. This makes it worse.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 Council Member Ignizio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Thank you

         23  very much. I rise here not to question anyone's

         24  intention. As it was said, I believe the Speaker and

         25  I believe the sponsor of the legislation, the
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          2  Chairman of the Committee mean well in this

          3  legislation. However, as my colleague said, this

          4  bill does a lot of good things. It's not what's in

          5  the bill, it's what's not in the bill. The fact that

          6  we're leaving out interest groups, unions in this

          7  particular case at the expense of the rest of the

          8  City, is questionable at best. I believe that we

          9  ought to treat people and ought to treat groups

         10  equally. This bill, in my view, is a violation of

         11  the 14th Amendment. This bill, in my opinion, does

         12  not go far enough if you're actually seeking to get

         13  influence and people who seek to question and lobby

         14  local officials. This bill is one which has some

         15  great points to it, as was pointed out by my

         16  colleague, but the part that I don't think is being

         17  sufficiently addressed is the fact that people who

         18  wish to petition their government in opposition to

         19  one, someone else, government is determining which

         20  speech ought be heard louder. It's never been done

         21  before. It shouldn't be done here. It's a

         22  fundamental violation of a right of free speech, as

         23  well as freedom of association.

         24                 This bill, as I said, while good

         25  intentioned, ought be amended. It ought to include
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          2  all interest groups, and it ought to create a level

          3  playing field for anyone who seeks to petition their

          4  government. What we have done here is we have told

          5  someone if you have one voice and are speaking on

          6  one issue, that is heard louder than if you're

          7  speaking on another. It's fundamentally unjust for

          8  those who want to take a dissenting opinion at times

          9  and I think it ought be amended and include all

         10  interest groups that have business with the City of

         11  New York.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 Just to change the subject for a

         17  moment, as a matter of protocol, I would ask my

         18  colleagues and all those present to welcome five

         19  members of the National Legislature of Indonesia who

         20  are here with us today, remembering that in that

         21  part of the world, as in all parts of the world,

         22  democracy is so important. So, we thank them for

         23  their great service. They're up in the balcony there

         24  and we say hello to them.

         25                 Thank you.

                                                            70

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Just staying

          5  on the theme of other topics, I just want to point

          6  out that in the past couple of months the Housing

          7  and Buildings Committee has had hearings on both the

          8  Electrical Code and the Building Code. They are not

          9  exactly the most scintillating topics. And, so, I

         10  want to begin by congratulating and thanking

         11  Chairman Dilan for sitting through perhaps the most

         12  painstakingly long hearings on the most boring

         13  topics. He deserves a medal, not just

         14  congratulations.

         15                 And I also want to thank him for

         16  being responsive to the issues that were raised by

         17  the waterfront communities in Southern Brooklyn in

         18  making some changes to that bill.

         19                 The other comment, and it's not just

         20  because the name Susan Hinkson was mentioned earlier

         21  today, this Council is not a rubber stamp for

         22  Mayoral appointees and recommendations, and I'm

         23  going to vote for all of the recommendations that

         24  were made by the Mayor this morning to this

         25  Committee. In particularly in reference to Bob
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          2  Tierney, whose reputation has long preceded him, is

          3  someone I know and respect, but nonetheless, I'm

          4  extraordinarily troubled by the dialogue between

          5  Council Member Gentile and Mr. Tierney this morning,

          6  in which Council Member Gentile pointed out that for

          7  14 months he and his community attempted to seek

          8  redress from Landmarks on a church in his district

          9  that they felt was deserving of landmark status,

         10  that is now being sold to a developer. And they

         11  could not get an answer until about a week before

         12  this hearing this morning, and that answer was a

         13  flat-out denial. And the issue wasn't whether or not

         14  his community was right, the issue was whether or

         15  not they had a right to convince the Landmarks

         16  Preservation Commission that they were right and now

         17  it may be too late. And I think that's something

         18  that we really need to drive home. I think that the

         19  Landmarks Preservation Commission needs to address

         20  that issue right now, in fairness to the

         21  Councilman's district, and were it not for Mr.

         22  Tierney's reputation, I would be voting no. But I

         23  hope they will redress that immediately.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I want to first very quickly say that

          5  I appreciate Council Member Fidler's point and

          6  Council Member Gentile's point, and I'm having my

          7  frustrations, too, about the unworkable time lines

          8  at Landmarks Preservation. So, I agree with respect

          9  to Mr. Tierney, but I think we all need to see that

         10  entity act in concert with communities and the

         11  realities on the ground more frequently.

         12                 I want to take us back for a moment

         13  to the Campaign Finance Bill. I respect my

         14  colleagues Council Members Ignizio and Koppell very

         15  much. I disagree strongly with the analysis. I think

         16  this bill went through a tremendously careful

         17  process, and given the difficulty of the subject

         18  matter, we came out with a number of very acceptable

         19  and positive compromises to get reform. I think

         20  we're not talking enough about the fact that there

         21  will be more matching funds for small contributions

         22  which is a fundamental progressive reform. I think

         23  we're not talking enough about the fact that the

         24  taxpayers do better here, because we are ending a

         25  practice of which we no longer have to come to grips
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          2  with of no longer funding truly non-competitive

          3  elections. We have a much better process in this

          4  bill for determining when there is truly a

          5  competitive election that deserves matching funds

          6  and when there isn't and I'm proud to have been part

          7  of the discussions that led to that. But most

          8  importantly, I'm very troubled by the attack on

          9  contributions by working people through the labor

         10  movement. There is no parallel between the work of

         11  the labor movement, organizations that represent

         12  working people, and their economic interests and the

         13  realities of their lives. There is no parallel

         14  between that and contributions from private entities

         15  that are focused on profit. And I really think we

         16  have to stop allowing the debate to make a parallel

         17  where there is no parallel. The labor unions in this

         18  City need the ability to express the point of view

         19  of working people, of hundreds of thousands of

         20  working people. It is an important part of

         21  democracy. It should not be held back or repressed

         22  in any way, and I think this bill truly strikes the

         23  right balance for reform.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Anybody
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          2  else?

          3                 I'd like to now introduce the interns

          4  from the Public Advocate's Office. Would you stand

          5  up, please, all of you? Where are you? There you

          6  are. The backbone of the office. Thank you, all.

          7                 Sorry, Miguel. Miguel Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I just

          9  wanted to remind the Speaker that my daughter goes

         10  to Beacon.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: She said it

         12  already.

         13                 Report of Special Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         16  Standing Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         18  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         19                 Intro. 577-A. Billiards and pocket

         20  billiard rooms.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         22  General Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Governmental Operations. Intro. 586-A.

         25  Campaign Finance.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          3  General Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          5  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          6                 Intro. 578-A. City Construction

          7  Codes.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          9  General Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         11  932. City Construction Codes.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         15  Committee on Land Use.

         16                 LU 377 and Reso 938. UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 402. Permit to

         20  allow use group 6 commercial use.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

         22  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         23  Commission, pursuant to Rule 11.70(b) of the Rules

         24  of the Council and Section 197-(d) of the New York

         25  City Charter.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 406 and Reso 939,

          3  through LU 473 and Reso 945 on the bottom of the

          4  page. Various UDAAPs, ULURPs and Landmark

          5  Designations.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 474 and Reso 946.

          9  Landmarks Preservation Commission designation.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 478 and Reso 947.

         13  Nurses' residents, Seaview Hospital.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 479

         17  and Reso 948. 850-seat Beacon High School.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders, and Miguel Martinez's daughter goes to

         20  school there. She is very talented.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 480

         22  and Reso 949. Transferring disposition of property

         23  in Brooklyn.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          4                 M 638 and Reso 950. Appointment of

          5  Thomas Tsang, New York City Board of Health.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 I again want to thank the Chair for

          9  all her great work on these appointments.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 640 and Reso 951.

         11  Approving the appointment of Roberto Washington.

         12  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 641 and Reso 952.

         16  Approving the reappointment of Robert Tierney,

         17  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 646 and Reso 953.

         21  Approving the appointment of Julie Dent, Kings

         22  County Democratic Commissioner of Elections.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the
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          2  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

          3                 Intro. 105-A. Publicly accessible

          4  collection bins.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          6  General Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          8  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

          9                 Preconsidered Reso 931. Catastrophic

         10  insurance.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Referred to the

         12  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         14  Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         16  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 At this point I ask for a roll call

         20  on all matters that have been coupled on the General

         21  Order Calendar, please, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I want to vote

          6  aye on all items. I just want to mention, regarding

          7  the Campaign Finance, I certainly want to

          8  congratulate the staff. Every small item mentioned

          9  by Council members was taken into consideration, and

         10  added or amended to be relevant to the legislation.

         11                 I do think that it is complicated,

         12  and I do think that down the road public financing

         13  in total makes sense. I know the staff was kind

         14  enough to give us some numbers, 2001, 42 million was

         15  approximate cost of the Campaign Finance Law at that

         16  time, and a rough estimate of public financing would

         17  have been 100 million. So, there is a cost

         18  difference, although attorneys, CPAs, et cetera, are

         19  not taken into consideration in that number.

         20                 So, I certainly vote aye. I know that

         21  public financing means that we will not ever have

         22  the fund, if we were to ever have it, of having a

         23  fundraiser. And some Council members and some

         24  elected officials just love raising money.

         25                 But I do think it's the way down the
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          2  road to think about elections in this country. I

          3  vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Permission to

         10  explain my vote, please?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Intro 105-A,

         13  I recognize that there needs to be some regulations

         14  concerning the clothes bins; however, I do have some

         15  concerns and reservations as how it will impact on

         16  churches and synagogues that are in my community,

         17  who do not have, have not been afforded extra land

         18  that they can set the bins upon.

         19                 In addition, people in my community

         20  use the clothes, it's much needed, that come out of

         21  those bins, and it's an easy access for those of us

         22  that want to donate clothes to put them.

         23                 And I do applaud Council Member

         24  McMahon for taking the initiative to see to it that

         25  some regulation is put in place about them, but I do
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          2  have some serious concerns as it will impact upon

          3  the people of my district, and upon the churches and

          4  synagogues, because we're not afforded in Manhattan

          5  the extra land.

          6                 So, aye on all, except no on Intro.

          7  105-A.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, may I have a brief moment to explain my

         11  vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I want to start

         14  off by congratulating a constituent of mine, Julie

         15  Dent, for being appointed today as a member of the

         16  Board of Elections as a Commissioner.

         17                 I especially want to thank the

         18  Speaker for her patience on that issue. Just keep in

         19  mind, Madam Speaker, that your patience was noted by

         20  the Brooklyn Delegation, but Julie Dent is a worthy

         21  appointee and she'll serve the Board of Elections

         22  and the City well in that current role. So, I want

         23  to say congratulations to Julie. And I also want to

         24  thank again the Buildings Commissioner Patricia

         25  Lancaster from the Building Code. From my
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          2  understanding she's in the balcony now. So, to Ms.

          3  Lancaster, thank you.

          4                 And Madam Advocate, I want to vote

          5  aye on all items, except for Intro. 586-A, which is

          6  the Campaign Finance Bill, which I vote no.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         14  vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: On the

         17  Campaign Finance Board Bill, first I want to say, I

         18  want to congratulate and thank both the Speaker and

         19  Chairman Felder for really an extraordinary process.

         20  I can't begin to tell you how many times I was

         21  contacted about the concerns that I have on this

         22  area, and really it was an amazing example of

         23  democracy.

         24                 As far as the substance of the bill

         25  is concerned and the process, I'm not a big fan of
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          2  our current Campaign Finance System. I'm not a big

          3  fan of the current Campaign Finance Board and the

          4  way that they conduct their business. This bill

          5  corrects a lot of things that are wrong. It leaves

          6  some of the things that are wrong that are status

          7  quo, and it doesn't address some other problems and

          8  it creates a couple of other additional problems.

          9  But by and large, it's my view that it does improve

         10  a system that is very much in need of improvement.

         11                 As reluctant as I am to say this, I'm

         12  not sure if he's still in the room, Council Member

         13  Barron's point is very, very well taken. I realize

         14  the Supreme Court probably stands in our way, but so

         15  long as billionaires get to play this game

         16  differently than the common folk, and the system is

         17  unaffected by that, we can't pass this bill in that

         18  vacuum and not consider it.

         19                 But this bill does make things better

         20  than they were before this bill, and acknowledging

         21  that, I vote aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

          3                 In terms of the Campaign Finance

          4  Bill, I know that a lot of work was put into it, and

          5  I'd like to thank DeNora Johnson for answering my

          6  questions and speaking with me about the bill. My

          7  concern is that once the people in the game change

          8  the rules change. And I think that this does not go

          9  far enough to assist candidates. I think in some

         10  ways it prevents candidates from low-income

         11  communities from running.

         12                 I never cease to marvel at the fact

         13  that when you seem to get more black and Latino and

         14  people of color in a certain game of politics, then

         15  we find the need to change and make different

         16  regulations. And to agree with Council Member Fidler

         17  and Barron, we are setting the way, we are paving

         18  the way for wealthier candidates to continue to buy

         19  elections like we're seeing with this Mayor.

         20                 That having been said, with quite a

         21  bit of hesitancy, I vote aye on all, and really do

         22  believe that we're going to be looking at this

         23  again, because we're not there and we haven't fixed

         24  the problem.

         25                 Thank you.

                                                            85

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote, please?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you. I

         11  vote aye on all, except for M 641 and Reso 952, I

         12  vote no for the reasons I stated during the hearing

         13  this morning on the nomination of Robert Tierney. I

         14  believe just for the disregard he has shown the

         15  Bayridge, disregard he has shown me, I don't think

         16  he merits from our part of the woods in New York

         17  City, our part of New York City a yes vote. And so I

         18  thank Councilman Fidler for his words of

         19  encouragement and concern, and I vote no on M 641,

         20  and Reso 952.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         23  And with permission of my colleagues, Madam Public

         24  Advocate, aye on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: No on Land

          8  Use 464 and 465, and no on 586-A; aye on all others.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: First let me

         16  congratulate Commissioner for all of the great work

         17  that he has done in my district, for paying great

         18  attention to my district and for landmarking several

         19  buildings in my district and for expanding the

         20  landmark designation. I thank him and I look forward

         21  to working with him in the future.

         22                 Let me also thank Commissioner

         23  Lancaster, with regards to the Building Code and

         24  remind her about the building in my district, 163

         25  Washington Avenue, that I'm sure Department of
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          2  Buildings knows much about. An 18-story building on

          3  a brownstone block, abutting buildings that date

          4  back to the late 1800s, it's totally inconsistent

          5  and out of character with the community.

          6                 With respect to campaign finance,

          7  obviously I support the bill and hope that one day

          8  we will be expanding campaign finance to include

          9  judges. We really need to include judges in the

         10  Campaign Finance Law.

         11                 And with respect to the accessible

         12  collection bins, let me congratulate the Chair, and

         13  add that they have been an attractive nuisance in my

         14  community. A nuisance that has attracted drug

         15  dealers where they stash their drugs, where homeless

         16  have, unfortunately, been sleeping, and where a

         17  significant number of people, unfortunately, have

         18  been using it for refuge of all kinds. I vote aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, to explain my vote?

         23                 Madam Public Advocate, to explain my

         24  vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I, like Oliver

          3  Koppell, have run on very different levels of

          4  government. I have run State races, I have run

          5  congressional races, and I have had the honor of

          6  running for the Council. All through each of the

          7  elections that I have had, I have been an avid, avid

          8  proponent of campaign finance. I believe that

          9  campaign finance is an important part of our

         10  government. I believe I spend too much time trying

         11  to raise money, but it's an unfortunate part of the

         12  system that now exists.

         13                 The problem I have is exactly the way

         14  Council Member Barron, Councilman Foster and

         15  Councilman Fidler discussed, which is that I believe

         16  this is setting up for rich candidates to win. They

         17  can spend all they want. And I understand the First

         18  Amendment arguments, but it does leave some of us to

         19  a disadvantage.

         20                 I do believe also there is going to

         21  be constitutional issues with this bill, and I think

         22  that the spirit of this legislation, however, is

         23  good. The spirit of this legislation, through the

         24  Speaker and through all of the staff that I have had

         25  an inordinate amount of arguments with, I believe
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          2  every single one of them are trying to do the right

          3  thing. The problem is that as we move forward, I

          4  think what we're trying to achieve is equitable

          5  elections, people that are able to run on even

          6  playing fields.

          7                 I have grave concerns as to whether

          8  or not this will accomplish that.

          9                 I do believe, however, as an advocate

         10  for public financing over the last 13 years of my

         11  career, it has been good to get the discussion out

         12  there, and like my colleague, Council Member Foster,

         13  I do hope that as we move on over the next year or

         14  two and we are still in office, that we look to see

         15  the pluses and the minuses of the legislation that

         16  we're passing today. Because I do believe there are

         17  some good things in here, and maybe there's some

         18  things we want to address again before we leave

         19  office.

         20                 With that, I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I be

         23  excused from voting and explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Without
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          2  belaboring the campaign finance issue, the problem

          3  here is exactly the one raised by Council Member

          4  Katz and Felder and Barron, in fact, and that is

          5  whereas we restrict contributions to candidates who

          6  don't have private wealth, we can't restrict private

          7  wealth, and so we create unfortunately an uneven

          8  playing field. If we could create a completely even

          9  playing field, I could support this legislation.

         10  Given the situation we face, we are assisting rich

         11  candidates and making poorer candidates, putting

         12  them at a grave disadvantage, while of course,

         13  disenfranchising people as I said.

         14                 Let me change the subject and say

         15  that Robert Tierney was extremely helpful in

         16  connection with Landmark issues in my community. I'm

         17  delighted that he's going to continue to serve on

         18  the Landmark Commission, and I vote to support his

         19  selection enthusiastically.

         20                 I also will say to members of the

         21  disabled community, that I am concerned about their

         22  concern about the new Building Code, and will work

         23  with them to seek to see if some of their deeply

         24  held concerns can be addressed.

         25                 I know the Speaker's Office will help
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          2  me on that. They've indicated that they will, if we

          3  can deal with those issues, we will. So, Madam

          4  Public Advocate, I wish to vote no on 586-A. I wish

          5  to abstain on Introduction 578-A and Resolution 932.

          6  And with those exceptions, I vote aye on all the

          7  other items on the General Order Calendar. Thank

          8  you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I will be

         17  voting aye on all items, but with some reservation

         18  as to Intro. 586-A. When we spoke of Campaign

         19  Finance many years ago, we spoke about a system that

         20  will help minority candidates that do not have

         21  access to wealth in their community to run or raise

         22  the amount of monies needed, because unfortunately,

         23  you need the money to run campaigns; however, this

         24  bill does have great things that will bring a system

         25  of justice when dealing with campaign finance where
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          2  individuals will now have greater protection. But

          3  when it comes to the issue of regulating the way

          4  monies are raised for some but not for others that

          5  do have the wealth, it is of great concern to me.

          6  And I wanted to put on the record the fact that even

          7  though this bill does have good and great things

          8  that protect candidates and makes the Board more

          9  accountable, in terms of responding to candidates

         10  and ensuring the rights of those candidates that are

         11  now going to be treated as individuals with rights,

         12  not as individuals that are subject to whatever

         13  rules and procedures that the Board comes up with. I

         14  do have great concern in terms of the limits that

         15  are being put for individuals who raise the monies

         16  needed to run an efficient and an effective

         17  campaign. I do agree with my colleagues that this

         18  bill, we'll be looking at it again, in terms of

         19  making it more equitable, and regulating those that

         20  do not need to raise funds to run campaigns, as

         21  opposed to those that do have to go out there and

         22  raise monies to run the campaigns.

         23                 Having said that, I will be voting

         24  aye and I do want to acknowledge the work of the

         25  staff in putting this bill together. I know I sat on
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          2  several occasions with the staff and received

          3  several calls from the staff regarding this bill,

          4  and I think the work that they did to ensure that

          5  many of the concerns that I brought up and other

          6  members brought up were addressed in the bill.

          7  Having said that, I thank the staff and I vote aye

          8  on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I request

         11  leave to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: With regard

         14  to the Campaign Finance Reform Bill, if you think in

         15  the broader context of the discussions that are

         16  raging in our country now in Washington and Albany

         17  and other State capitals throughout the land, and

         18  the overall gridlock and inability to address

         19  campaign financing, and to make our elections more

         20  fair, more rationable, more equitable, and more

         21  accessible, we see failure across the board.

         22                 In Washington they fiddle while the

         23  whole election system burns. The same could be said

         24  for Albany as well. And while they say "we can't, we

         25  can't," we, the little City Council here in New

                                                            94

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  York, the Little Engine That Could says "we think we

          3  can, we think we can," and we can and we will.

          4                 This bill may not be perfect. It

          5  certainly isn't. But we, as a legislative body, are

          6  in the process of limiting our access as candidates

          7  of this or future offices, and that's a good thing,

          8  and that's something that I'm very proud of and I

          9  think it's something that we should all be very

         10  proud of.

         11                 With regards to Robert Tierney, as

         12  Chairman for the Landmarks Preservation Commission,

         13  I regret that my colleague Vincent Gentile has not

         14  had a great experience with his office, but if we

         15  think within which world he operates, with the

         16  limited staff, with commissioners who are not paid,

         17  with the demands that are put on that office, the

         18  debate should not be the integrity and ability and

         19  dedication of Robert Tierney, because I think that's

         20  above reproach and I will proudly vote for his

         21  reappointment, but we need to talk about the

         22  Commission itself and how we can enhance it, make it

         23  stronger, and make it more able to do the things

         24  that we wanted to do to preserve historic buildings

         25  and neighborhoods in our district.
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          2                 So, I, therefore, for the reasons

          3  stated herein, vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         16  explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you.

         19                 First, let me congratulate all who

         20  have earnestly worked on Intro. 586-A. There are

         21  some good things about this bill that needs to be

         22  said, but I, too, have grave concerns about this

         23  bill.

         24                 My concerns are that I am afraid that

         25  it will handicap candidates from working class, and
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          2  from communities of color to participate in this

          3  system. I truly fear that we're going to get the

          4  opposite of what we're trying to do, that we're

          5  going to get fewer people from those communities

          6  that instead, only those who can self-finance, or

          7  those from communities where they can go next door

          8  and get a check for $2,750 or whatever the amount

          9  is. There are communities in New York City where one

         10  can go to any apartment next door, any house and

         11  they can get these type of checks. Other communities

         12  are not like that, and we haven't taken that into

         13  account enough.

         14                 We have made some movement, and I'm

         15  glad of that. I've been one of the leading forces in

         16  pushing for that, but I don't think that we have

         17  gotten to that point.

         18                 I can only conclude with the words of

         19  the Supreme Court from their statement on Monday on

         20  a similar issue, and I'm afraid this one may go

         21  there also, after all was said and done, when they

         22  took their statement, they said enough is enough.

         23  And I trust that we can heed their wise counsel.

         24                 With that, I have great concerns but

         25  I am voting aye on this bill.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First I'd

          8  like to congratulate Julie Dent, and I vote aye on

          9  all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

         14  briefly excused?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         17                 I share the concerns of Oliver

         18  Koppell, that this bill may be too complicated, and

         19  especially of Council Member Ignizio, that this bill

         20  doesn't go far enough. I, too, believe that we are

         21  only regulating half the playing field.

         22                 What's left unsaid so far, though, is

         23  that if we had not acted, the CFB would have. They

         24  are mandated by the Charter and given the power to

         25  regulate persons who have business dealings with the
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          2  City.

          3                 I don't think anybody wanted the CFB

          4  to come up with the rules that we're coming up with

          5  today. They would have eliminated all contributions

          6  basically, and they would have left out the good

          7  things that this bill does, like eliminate treasure

          8  liability, like put time limits on audits and things

          9  like that.

         10                 So, I do have concerns about this

         11  bill. As I said, I don't believe it's perfect. It is

         12  a good bill, though, and the fact that it was

         13  shepherded through Committee by Chair Felder and

         14  that it was the brain child of Speaker Quinn, both

         15  of whom I trust immensely when it comes to all

         16  things ethical, lead me to vote aye for this bill

         17  and all others.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I request

         24  permission also to vote on the recessed vote and the

         25  Land Use Call-Ups.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

          4  those and aye on the coupled General Orders as well.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No on Intro.

          7  586-A and yes on all others.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: I vote aye. Just as I

         12  vote aye, I want to just make a quick announcement.

         13  We are getting reports of some level of blackouts in

         14  different parts of the City at the moment, some

         15  parts of the Bronx and perhaps some parts of

         16  Northern Manhattan. We do not have all of the

         17  information. We do not know how significant this is.

         18  We don't really have a sense yet of how severe the

         19  problem is, how wide spread or if in fact there is a

         20  blackout, how long it will take to get the lights

         21  back up and power back on in those areas.

         22                 I'd ask my colleagues if they could,

         23  following the Stated, just gather in the lounge and

         24  we will try to get somebody from the Deputy Mayor's

         25  Office or Office of Emergency Management to brief us
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          2  on what they know at the moment, and we will set up

          3  a protocol of who in your office we should be

          4  working with as we get more information on this.

          5                 So, if I could ask folks to do that

          6  in the lounge following this meeting, I did have

          7  some meetings scheduled with members immediately

          8  following the meeting, so I'm going to ask for their

          9  deference in potentially rescheduling those or

         10  pushing those back.

         11                 Thank you all very much, and I vote

         12  aye.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         14  today's General Order calendar were adopted by a

         15  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

         16  abstentions, with the exception of 641 and Reso 952,

         17  which is adopted by 47 in the affirmative, one

         18  negative and zero abstentions, and Intro. 586-A,

         19  which is adopted by a vote of 44 in the affirmative,

         20  four negative and zero abstentions. And Land Use 464

         21  and 465, which is adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         22  affirmative, one negative, zero abstentions, and

         23  Intro. 105-A, which is adopted by a vote of 47 in

         24  the affirmative, one negative, zero abstentions, and

         25  Intro. 578-A, which is adopted by a vote of 47 in
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          2  the affirmative, one abstention. And preconsidered

          3  Reso 932, which is adopted by a vote of 47 in the

          4  affirmative, zero negative and one abstention.

          5                 The revised Land Use Call-Up vote is

          6  48 in the affirmative, zero negative.

          7                 Since there are no resolutions, let's

          8  move on to the General Discussion.

          9                 Councilman Gennaro.

         10                 Excuse me, I missed the Introduction

         11  and Reading of Bills.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         13  to committees as indicated.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         15  Since there are no resolutions, we will move now on

         16  to the Discussion.

         17                 Council Member Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I just want to call my colleagues'

         21  attention to Reso 933 and Intro. 594.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: First, Reso

         25  933. Council Member Weprin and I are introducing
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          2  Reso 933 that calls upon the Bloomberg

          3  Administration to renegotiate the City's lease with

          4  the New York City Water Board for the water supply

          5  and water treatment system to end once and for all

          6  the Water Board's so-called rental payment to the

          7  City's general fund.

          8                 Some of my colleagues may be aware

          9  that scores of millions of dollars every year go

         10  from the water rate payers to the City's general

         11  fund.

         12                 Should I come back another day, Madam

         13  Public Advocate?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, I'm

         15  trying.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Okay. And

         17  within several years there will be hundreds of

         18  millions of dollars that are transferred from the

         19  ratepayers directly to the City's general fund and

         20  have nothing whatsoever to do with water and sewer.

         21  We have to end this practice, and David Weprin and I

         22  are putting forward in this Resolution calling upon

         23  the Bloomberg Administration to change this outdated

         24  and unfair practice.

         25                 Also, Intro. 594, which I'm putting
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          2  forward today with several of my colleagues, would

          3  move forward the issue of biofuels for New York

          4  City, an issue I've been working on for a number of

          5  years. What this would do, it would take all of the

          6  fuel oil in the City that used by the City

          7  government, that used by the public at large, and

          8  mix in biocomponents, such as vegetable oil, which

          9  would make it burn a lot cleaner, and also it's

         10  critical that we cut the amount of sulfur that's put

         11  into heating oil, heating fuel, as well, and so we

         12  would get great reductions in nitrogen oxide, which

         13  is a key ingredient of ozone by 20, 30 percent, and

         14  particulate matter by more than 80 percent.

         15                 Just indulge me while I recognize --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  member, please.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: -- Council

         19  Members Mark-Viverito, Koppell, Vallone and Sears,

         20  who are also on the bill as sponsors.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. I pass in

         25  light of the blackout.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Madam Public Advocate,

          3  I want to thank Council Members Weprin, Majority

          4  Whip Dickens and Council Member Mark-Viverito for

          5  waiving their time to speak, and if we could move

          6  forward with adjourning and people gather in the

          7  lounge, that would be helpful.

          8                 So this meeting is adjourned.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 4:06 p.m.)
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