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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We have a few

          3  ceremonials. We're first going to start with a

          4  presentation to volunteers who are here from the

          5  American Cancer -- oh, do you want to start with

          6  that one first? We're going to start with one from

          7  Council Member Gale Brewer's, so I'm going to turn

          8  the mic over to Gale.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Come on in,

         10  everybody, from Martin Luther King Jr. High School

         11  Complex Soccer Team, number one in the City of New

         12  York. Steven, come on up. Come on up.

         13                 This is Speaker Quinn, who is head of

         14  the City Council, as I told you earlier.

         15                 Number one in the City of New York,

         16  and the coach is Martin Jacobson. He deserves a big

         17  round of applause also. And Assistant Coach is

         18  Mickey Cohen, and we have PSAL and Steven Newman,

         19  who is head of one of the wonderful high schools,

         20  Art Imagination and Inquiry at part of the complex.

         21  Come on in. You've got to squish in because you can

         22  do double. Young people and freshmen in the front,

         23  seniors in the back. You're going to have to do a

         24  photograph. Freshmen in the front, seniors in the

         25  back. Come on in. Steven, Lance, come on up.
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          2                 Martin, where are you? Where is

          3  Martin? Martin come on up. This is Speaker Quinn, so

          4  you know.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Just while Bill is

          6  taking some pictures, if we could just try to have

          7  quiet for a second, we'll have the clerk read the

          8  proclamation and then we'll hear proclamations from

          9  the coaches and whoever else.

         10

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

         12  City of New York, Proclamation.

         13                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is proud and pleased to honor the Martin

         15  Luther King High School Varsity Soccer Team in

         16  recognition of its 9th win of the New York City

         17  Public High School Championship in the past 11 years

         18  and thanks all players, coaches, staff, teachers and

         19  parents for the support they have shown to the team

         20  members in all facets of their lives; and

         21                 WHEREAS: Since the Martin Luther King

         22  Soccer Team came under the guidance of Coach Martin

         23  Jacobson in 1994, it has, in addition to 9 New York

         24  City Public School Championships, won 11 consecutive

         25  Manhattan Borough Championships and has achieved a
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          2  record of 259 wins, 14 losses, and 6 ties.  For 8 of

          3  the past 10 years, the team has been nationally

          4  ranked as one of the top ten teams in the country by

          5  the National Soccer Coaches Association of America

          6  and has set a record for the number of City

          7  championships it has won; and

          8                 WHEREAS: The Martin Luther King

          9  Soccer Teams use of quick passing techniques has

         10  been crucial to the team's success, the unselfish

         11  actions displayed on the field foster a similarly

         12  supportive network within the school, creating a

         13  team that not only practices together, but eats

         14  lunch and attends class together; and

         15                 WHEREAS: The Martin Luther King

         16  Soccer Team has one of the highest graduation rates

         17  of any team in New York City public schools with

         18  over 80 percent of players completing their high

         19  school education.  The team has seen hundreds of

         20  players go on to college and 7 go on to play soccer

         21  at the professional level, demonstrating the

         22  importance of team sports to educational success;

         23  now, therefore

         24                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York honors THE MARTIN LUTHER KING HIGH
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          2  SCHOOL SOCCER TEAM for its 9th New York City Public

          3  School Championship and its exemplary work in

          4  fostering educational success through team sports.

          5                 Signed this 29th day of November in

          6  the year Two Thousand and Six.

          7                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

          8  Entire Council, and Honorable GALE A. BREWER,

          9  Council Member, 6th District, Manhattan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 I wanted to say a wonderful story and

         13  then we'll hear from the coach. Which is, in the

         14  elevator we, Steven Omiah (phonetic), who is the

         15  captain, and you'll hear from him in a minute, ran

         16  into his Council Member, Council Member Tony Avella.

         17  That was very exciting. I would like to turn it over

         18  to the coach, and then we'll hear from the team.

         19                 Coach.

         20                 COACH JACOBSON: Thank you. It's an

         21  honor and a pleasure to be here. It's an honor to

         22  have such a great group of young men achieve such a

         23  fantastic goal of winning this year's championship,

         24  and the tradition of winning many championships, and

         25  to be nationally ranked as high as number three in
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          2  the country for a team without a field, a team

          3  without a locker room, a team without a bus, a team

          4  that does everything on our own, in fact, uses

          5  garbage cans as goals, to be such highly recognized

          6  out of 20,000 high school teams to be one of the top

          7  ten year-after-year in the country, and for these

          8  kids to get a better life through this sport we

          9  love, I just want to thank my team and the City of

         10  New York for giving us the opportunity to achieve

         11  such greatness.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 MR. OMIAH: Thank you. Thank you for

         14  having us here. My name is Steven Omiah (phonetic).

         15  I was one of the four team captains this year. It's

         16  a pleasure being here and being able to represent

         17  New York City year-after-year, being a successful

         18  soccer team, like Coach Warren Jacobson said,

         19  without a field, without a locker room, we practice

         20  in our school gym. It's really cramped, but

         21  year-after-year we manage a way to be successful and

         22  bring great pride to the City of New York.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

         25                 Steven, do you want to say something?
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          2                 Steve Newman, very quickly. He is the

          3  principal.

          4                 PRINCIPAL NEWMAN: Good afternoon,

          5  everybody. On behalf of the principals of the MLK

          6  Jr. educational campus, I would like to congratulate

          7  Mr. Jacobson and the Soccer Team, our wonderful

          8  scholar athletes, who have achieved tremendous

          9  success this year. And thank you to the City

         10  Council.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         12  Speaker Quinn, and thank you, everyone. We look

         13  forward to more championships in the future, but

         14  this is a great group of young people.

         15                 Thank you, Speaker Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Congratulations, you

         17  guys.

         18                 Great, we're going to do the next

         19  proclamation, which is many of us in October

         20  participated in the American Cancer Society's

         21  Walk-a-Thon which raised a tremendous amount of

         22  money for support for people who are suffering from

         23  breast cancer, for research and other medical work

         24  relating to breast cancer.

         25                 I, myself, went to the walk in
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          2  Manhattan in Central Park and also out to the one in

          3  Staten Island with Council Member McMahon and

          4  Council Member Oddo, and today we have a

          5  representative of American Cancer Society, actually

          6  my friend Dr. Burt Peterson, but we also have a

          7  number of very, very inspiring women who are breast

          8  cancer survivors themselves, and one woman, Remi,

          9  that I met in Staten Island, who was the biggest

         10  raiser of money this year, again, in the Staten

         11  Island Walk-A-Thon. So, if I could again ask all of

         12  the folks of the American Cancer Society, all of the

         13  survivors to come on up so we can give you your

         14  proclamations, we'd be happy to do that.

         15                 Why don't folks get in line right

         16  here. We're from Manhattan joined by Mickey Scherl

         17  and Susanne Fischer; from Brooklyn we're joined by

         18  Yvonne Rivers, Rose Jackman and Virginia Hanson;

         19  from Queens we're joined by Penny Nunziata and

         20  Bobbie Richardson; from Staten Island, Cathy

         21  Williams, and Remi Lozano; from the Bronx, Barbara

         22  Bartolotta -- I'm sure I'm ruining people's names;

         23  Lucille Saracco, Valerie -- Valerie, how do you say

         24  your last name? Miano. Valerie Miano, thank you.

         25  Delores Aponte and Myrna Oliveras.
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          2                 All of these women are breast cancer

          3  survivors and are folks who have done tremendous

          4  amounts to raise money for the American Cancer

          5  Society.

          6                 Before we hear from Dr. Burt

          7  Peterson, if we can get a round of applause for all

          8  of the survivors and volunteers.

          9                 And why don't we just, if folks could

         10  just move down a little bit over this way, it will

         11  be better for the pictures. We'll all bunch up here

         12  and let me turn the mic over. He looks very cute in

         13  his bowtie.

         14                 DR. PETERSON: Good afternoon,

         15  everyone. My name is Dr. Burt Peterson. I'm a member

         16  of the Board of the American Cancer Society, Upper

         17  Manhattan's Office. And I would really like to thank

         18  Speaker Christine Quinn, my friend, and members of

         19  the New York City Council, for all of the leadership

         20  and dedication that you have provided toward the

         21  fight against cancer throughout New York.

         22                 You have been a tremendous ally to

         23  those of us at the American Cancer Society in making

         24  cancer a thing of the past.

         25                 You know, your life-saving funding
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          2  that you have provided to us made a tremendous

          3  difference in the fight against colon cancer, by

          4  providing colon cancer screening for people who

          5  can't afford it.

          6                 Your funding has made a difference in

          7  breast cancer awareness. But I am most proud of the

          8  leadership that you have demonstrated in making New

          9  York City a smoke-free zone. That alone has done a

         10  tremendous, tremendous benefit to all the residents

         11  of New York City in improving the quality of life

         12  and increasing their lifespan.

         13                 Now, on behalf of the survivors, this

         14  day is all about you. We are pleased to honor you

         15  here today for the work that you have done in your

         16  efforts in making strides against breast cancer a

         17  successful event.

         18                 The money that you raise goes a

         19  tremendous way in making a difference in the fight

         20  against breast cancer.

         21                 To those of you in the audience, you

         22  may not realize it, but every three minutes a woman

         23  is diagnosed with breast cancer in this country.

         24  Every 12 to 13 minutes a woman dies of the disease.

         25  The money that you raise goes a long way to make a
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          2  difference in improving early detection by outreach

          3  and screening methods, it goes a long way in breast

          4  cancer research, but most importantly for providing

          5  services to patients and their families here within

          6  the New York City community.

          7                 So, on behalf of the American Cancer

          8  Society, on behalf of Speaker Christine Quinn and

          9  the members of the New York City Council, I

         10  congratulate you for your leadership and dedication

         11  to the American Cancer Society and the work that you

         12  do.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         14                 And if the clerk could please read

         15  the proclamation, that would be terrific.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council of the

         17  City of New York, Proclamation.

         18  PROCLAMATION

         19                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to honor the following

         21  women for their outstanding contributions to the

         22  fight against breast cancer; Mickey Scherl, Susanne

         23  Fischer, Yvonne Rivers, Rose Jackman, Virginia

         24  Hanson, Penny Nunziata, Bobbie Richardson, Cathy

         25  Williams, Remi Lozano, Barbara Bartolotta, Lucille
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          2  Saracco, Valerie Miano, Delores Aponte, Myrna

          3  Oliveras, and

          4                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

          5  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

          6  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

          7  her life; and

          8                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

          9  the United States will be found to have invasive

         10  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

         11  decrease due to early detection and improved

         12  treatment procedures; and

         13                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

         14  is the country's largest non- governmental supporter

         15  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         16  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

         17  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         18  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

         19  in 1993; and

         20                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         21  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         22  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

         23  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         24  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

         25  services; and
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          2                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

          3  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

          4  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

          5  participation of breast cancer survivors and

          6  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

          7  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

          8                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York most gratefully honors the

         10  following women for their outstanding service to the

         11  American Cancer Society and its fight against breast

         12  cancer: Mickey Sherl, Susanne Fischer, Yvonne

         13  Rivers, Rose Jackman, Virginia Hanson, Penny

         14  Nunziata, Bobbie Richardson, Cathy Williams, Remi

         15  Lozano, Barbara Bartolotta, Lucille Saracco, Valerie

         16  Miano, Delores Aponte, Myrna Oliveras

         17                 Signed this 28th day of November in

         18  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         19                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         20  Entire Council.

         21                 (The following individual

         22  proclamations were read into the record.)

         23

         24  PROCLAMATION

         25                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to honor Mickey Scherl

          3  for her outstanding contributions to the fight

          4  against breast cancer; and

          5                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

          6  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

          7  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

          8  her life; and

          9                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

         10  the United States will be found to have invasive

         11  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

         12  decrease due to early detection and improved

         13  treatment procedures; and

         14                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

         15  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

         16  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         17  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

         18  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         19  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

         20  in 1993; and

         21                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         22  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         23  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

         24  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         25  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient
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          2  services; and

          3                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

          4  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

          5  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

          6  participation of breast cancer survivors and

          7  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

          8  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

          9                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York most gratefully honors MICKEY

         11  SCHERL for her outstanding service to the American

         12  Cancer Society and its fight against breast cancer.

         13                 Signed this 28th day of November in

         14  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         15                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         16  Entire Council

         17

         18  PROCLAMATION

         19                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to honor Susanne

         21  Fischer for her outstanding contributions to the

         22  fight against breast cancer; and

         23                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

         24  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

         25  of a woman developing the disease at some point in
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          2  her life; and

          3                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

          4  the United States will be found to have invasive

          5  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

          6  decrease due to early detection and improved

          7  treatment procedures; and

          8                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

          9  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

         10  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         11  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

         12  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         13  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

         14  in 1993; and

         15                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         16  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         17  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

         18  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         19  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

         20  services; and

         21                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

         22  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

         23  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

         24  participation of breast cancer survivors and

         25  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those
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          2  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

          3                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York most gratefully honors SUSANNE

          5  FISCHER for her outstanding service to the American

          6  Cancer Society and its fight against breast cancer.

          7                 Signed this 28th day of November in

          8  the year Two Thousand and Six.

          9                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         10  Entire Council.

         11

         12  PROCLAMATION

         13                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to honor Yvonne Rivers

         15  for her outstanding contributions to the fight

         16  against breast cancer; and

         17                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

         18  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

         19  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

         20  her life; and

         21                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

         22  the United States will be found to have invasive

         23  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

         24  decrease due to early detection and improved

         25  treatment procedures; and
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          2                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

          3  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

          4  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

          5  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

          6  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

          7  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

          8  in 1993; and

          9                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         10  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         11  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

         12  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         13  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

         14  services; and

         15                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

         16  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

         17  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

         18  participation of breast cancer survivors and

         19  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

         20  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

         21                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         22  City of New York most gratefully honors YVONNE

         23  RIVERS for her outstanding service to the American

         24  Cancer Society and its fight against breast cancer.

         25                 Signed this 28th day of November in
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          2  the year Two Thousand and Six.

          3                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

          4  Entire Council.

          5

          6  PROCLAMATION

          7                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to honor Rose Jackman

          9  for her outstanding contributions to the fight

         10  against breast cancer; and

         11                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

         12  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

         13  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

         14  her life; and

         15                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

         16  the United States will be found to have invasive

         17  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

         18  decrease due to early detection and improved

         19  treatment procedures; and

         20                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

         21  is the country's largest non- governmental supporter

         22  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         23  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

         24  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         25  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception
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          2  in 1993; and

          3                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

          4  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

          5  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

          6  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

          7  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

          8  services; and

          9                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

         10  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

         11  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

         12  participation of breast cancer survivors and

         13  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

         14  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

         15                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         16  City of New York most gratefully honors ROSE JACKMAN

         17  for her outstanding service to the American Cancer

         18  Society and its fight against breast cancer.

         19                 Signed this 28th day of November in

         20  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         21                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         22  Entire Council.

         23

         24  PROCLAMATION

         25                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to honor Virginia

          3  Hanson for her outstanding contributions to the

          4  fight against breast cancer; and

          5                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

          6  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

          7  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

          8  her life; and

          9                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

         10  the United States will be found to have invasive

         11  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

         12  decrease due to early detection and improved

         13  treatment procedures; and

         14                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

         15  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

         16  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         17  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

         18  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         19  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

         20  in 1993; and

         21                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         22  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         23  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

         24  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         25  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient
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          2  services; and

          3                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

          4  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

          5  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

          6  participation of breast cancer survivors and

          7  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

          8  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

          9                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York most gratefully honors VIRGINIA

         11  HANSON for her outstanding service to the American

         12  Cancer Society and its fight against breast cancer.

         13                 Signed this 28th day of November in

         14  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         15                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         16  Entire Council.

         17

         18  PROCLAMATION

         19                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to honor Penny

         21  Nunziata for her outstanding contributions to the

         22  fight against breast cancer; and

         23                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

         24  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

         25  of a woman developing the disease at some point in
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          2  her life; and

          3                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

          4  the United States will be found to have invasive

          5  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

          6  decrease due to early detection and improved

          7  treatment procedures; and

          8                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

          9  is the country's largest non- governmental supporter

         10  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         11  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

         12  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         13  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

         14  in 1993; and

         15                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         16  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         17  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

         18  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         19  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

         20  services; and

         21                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

         22  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

         23  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

         24  participation of breast cancer survivors and

         25  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those
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          2  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

          3                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York most gratefully honors PENNY

          5  NUNZIATA for her outstanding service to the American

          6  Cancer Society and its fight against breast cancer.

          7                 Signed this 28th day of November in

          8  the year Two Thousand and Six.

          9

         10                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         11  Entire Council.

         12

         13  PROCLAMATION

         14                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to honor Bobbie

         16  Richardson for her outstanding contributions to the

         17  fight against breast cancer; and

         18                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

         19  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

         20  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

         21  her life; and

         22                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

         23  the United States will be found to have invasive

         24  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

         25  decrease due to early detection and improved
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          2  treatment procedures; and

          3                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

          4  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

          5  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

          6  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

          7  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

          8  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

          9  in 1993; and

         10                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         11  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         12  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

         13  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         14  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

         15  services; and

         16                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

         17  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

         18  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

         19  participation of breast cancer survivors and

         20  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

         21  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

         22                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         23  City of New York most gratefully honors BOBBIE

         24  RICHARDSON for her outstanding service to the

         25  American Cancer Society and its fight against breast
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          2  cancer.

          3                 Signed this 28th day of November in

          4  the year Two Thousand and Six.

          5                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

          6  Entire Council.

          7

          8  PROCLAMATION

          9                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to honor Cathy

         11  Williams for her outstanding contributions to the

         12  fight against breast cancer; and

         13                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

         14  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

         15  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

         16  her life; and

         17                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

         18  the United States will be found to have invasive

         19  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

         20  decrease due to early detection and improved

         21  treatment procedures; and

         22                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

         23  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

         24  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         25  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for
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          2  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

          3  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

          4  in 1993; and

          5                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

          6  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

          7  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

          8  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

          9  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

         10  services; and

         11                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

         12  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

         13  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

         14  participation of breast cancer survivors and

         15  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

         16  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

         17                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York most gratefully honors CATHY

         19  WILLIAMS for her outstanding service to the American

         20  Cancer Society and its fight against breast cancer.

         21                 Signed this 28th day of November in

         22  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         23                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         24  Entire Council.

         25
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          2  PROCLAMATION

          3                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

          4  New York is pleased and proud to honor Remi Lozano

          5  for her outstanding contributions to the fight

          6  against breast cancer; and

          7                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

          8  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

          9  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

         10  her life; and

         11                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

         12  the United States will be found to have invasive

         13  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

         14  decrease due to early detection and improved

         15  treatment procedures; and

         16                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

         17  is the country's largest non- governmental supporter

         18  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         19  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

         20  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         21  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

         22  in 1993; and

         23                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         24  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         25  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on
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          2  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

          3  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

          4  services; and

          5                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

          6  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

          7  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

          8  participation of breast cancer survivors and

          9  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

         10  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

         11                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York most gratefully honors REMI LOZANO

         13  for her outstanding service to the American Cancer

         14  Society and its fight against breast cancer.

         15                 Signed this 28th day of November in

         16  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         17                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         18  Entire Council.

         19

         20  PROCLAMATION

         21                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to honor Barbara

         23  Bartolotta for her outstanding contributions to the

         24  fight against breast cancer; and

         25                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second
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          2  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

          3  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

          4  her life; and

          5                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

          6  the United States will be found to have invasive

          7  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

          8  decrease due to early detection and improved

          9  treatment procedures; and

         10                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

         11  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

         12  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         13  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

         14  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         15  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

         16  in 1993; and

         17                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         18  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         19  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

         20  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         21  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

         22  services; and

         23                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

         24  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

         25  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the
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          2  participation of breast cancer survivors and

          3  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

          4  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

          5                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York most gratefully honors Barbara

          7  Bartolotta for her outstanding service to the

          8  American Cancer Society and its fight against breast

          9  cancer.

         10                 Signed this 28th day of November in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         12                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         13  Entire Council.

         14

         15  PROCLAMATION

         16                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to honor Lucille

         18  Saracco for her outstanding contributions to the

         19  fight against breast cancer; and

         20                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

         21  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

         22  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

         23  her life; and

         24                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

         25  the United States will be found to have invasive
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          2  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

          3  decrease due to early detection and improved

          4  treatment procedures; and

          5                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

          6  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

          7  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

          8  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

          9  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         10  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

         11  in 1993; and

         12                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         13  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         14  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

         15  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         16  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

         17  services; and

         18                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

         19  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

         20  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

         21  participation of breast cancer survivors and

         22  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

         23  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

         24                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York most gratefully honors Lucille
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          2  Saracco for her outstanding service to the American

          3  Cancer Society and its fight against breast cancer.

          4                 Signed this 28th day of November in

          5  the year Two Thousand and Six.

          6                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

          7  Entire Council.

          8

          9  PROCLAMATION

         10                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         11  New York is pleased and proud to honor Valerie Miano

         12  for her outstanding contributions to the fight

         13  against breast cancer; and

         14                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

         15  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

         16  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

         17  her life; and

         18                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

         19  the United States will be found to have invasive

         20  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

         21  decrease due to early detection and improved

         22  treatment procedures; and

         23                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

         24  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

         25  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against
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          2  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

          3  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

          4  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

          5  in 1993; and

          6                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

          7  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

          8  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

          9  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         10  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

         11  services; and

         12                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

         13  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

         14  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

         15  participation of breast cancer survivors and

         16  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

         17  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

         18                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         19  City of New York most gratefully honors Valerie

         20  Miano for her outstanding service to the American

         21  Cancer Society and its fight against breast cancer.

         22                 Signed this 28th day of November in

         23  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         24                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         25  Entire Council.
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          2

          3  PROCLAMATION

          4                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor Delores

          6  Aponte for her outstanding contributions to the

          7  fight against breast cancer; and

          8                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

          9  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

         10  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

         11  her life; and

         12                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

         13  the United States will be found to have invasive

         14  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

         15  decrease due to early detection and improved

         16  treatment procedures; and

         17                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

         18  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

         19  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         20  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

         21  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         22  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

         23  in 1993; and

         24                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         25  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million
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          2  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

          3  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

          4  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

          5  services; and

          6                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

          7  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of

          8  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

          9  participation of breast cancer survivors and

         10  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

         11  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

         12                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York most gratefully honors DELORES

         14  APONTE for her outstanding service to the American

         15  Cancer Society and its fight against breast cancer.

         16                 Signed this 28th day of November in

         17  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         18                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         19  Entire Council.

         20

         21  PROCLAMATION

         22                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         23  New York is pleased and proud to honor Myrna

         24  Oliveras for her outstanding contributions to the

         25  fight against breast cancer; and
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          2                 WHEREAS: Breast cancer is the second

          3  most common cancer among women, with a 1 in 8 chance

          4  of a woman developing the disease at some point in

          5  her life; and

          6                 WHEREAS: While about 212,920 women in

          7  the United States will be found to have invasive

          8  breast cancer in 2006, death rates continue to

          9  decrease due to early detection and improved

         10  treatment procedures; and

         11                 WHEREAS: The American Cancer Society

         12  is the country's largest non-governmental supporter

         13  of breast cancer research and Making Strides Against

         14  Breast Cancer is the Society's premier event for

         15  raising awareness and funds to fight the disease.

         16  The walk has raised $194 million since its inception

         17  in 1993; and

         18                 WHEREAS: Participants from the five

         19  boroughs of New York City raised over $4.5 million

         20  for the 2006 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer on

         21  October 15, which will go towards funding breast

         22  cancer research, education, advocacy, and patient

         23  services; and

         24                 WHEREAS: The success of Making

         25  Strides Against Breast Cancer depends on the work of
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          2  American Cancer Society volunteers, and the

          3  participation of breast cancer survivors and

          4  caregivers offers hope and inspiration to those

          5  struggling with the disease; now, therefore

          6                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York most gratefully honors MYRNA

          8  OLIVERAS for her outstanding service to the American

          9  Cancer Society and its fight against breast cancer.

         10                 Signed this 28th day of November in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         12                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the

         13  Entire Council.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: I just want to, again,

         15  just to add a little bit to what Burt said, thank

         16  you all for all of your tremendous hard work and

         17  commitment to the American Cancer Society and to

         18  your fellow New Yorkers. Also, thank you for being a

         19  powerful example to all of us, how even when we're

         20  faced with adversity, we continue to move forward

         21  and survive in our own lives. And I just want to

         22  thank Burt and everybody at the American Cancer

         23  Society. Because Burt was very kind in listing the

         24  things that we in the Council have done, but really

         25  all we've done is recognize that it's smart to be a
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          2  partner with the American Cancer Society and follow

          3  all of your leads as you all led us on October 15th.

          4  So, thank you all very much for all of your hard

          5  work and commitment to yourself and to your fellow

          6  New Yorkers.

          7                 Move ACS on over, we've got another

          8  proclamation.

          9                 Okay, next I want to call up Council

         10  Member Eric Gioia, who has a proclamation for Bishop

         11  Taylor, who has been kind enough to come down here

         12  today to do the Invocation for us, and I just want

         13  to say, while Bishop Taylor is on his way up, if

         14  Charles will let him come up, I just want to thank

         15  Eric for having Bishop Taylor with us today, and I

         16  want to thank on behalf of all of us in the Council

         17  Bishop Taylor for his terrific work. He does a

         18  tremendous amount of work in Queens in a whole bunch

         19  of different areas. I want to in particular thank

         20  him for being a real partner with us in our campaign

         21  against hunger in the City of New York.

         22                 He, with his church, runs a soup

         23  kitchen, runs programs to get people EITC tax

         24  credits, to get them on food stamps. When we talk

         25  about the folks in the community who are partners
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          2  who will help us end hunger in the City of New York,

          3  there is no better than Bishop Taylor. So, thank you

          4  so much.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

          6  Madam Speaker. It is a true honor to be here with

          7  Bishop Taylor today. The truth is, I know of no one

          8  who is more of an inspiration in this City, who is

          9  more of a ripple of hope. And you know, you can look

         10  at the numbers and say this year alone Pastor Taylor

         11  brought in a million dollars in Earned Income Tax

         12  Credit to folks, hundreds of thousands of dollars in

         13  Food Stamps, moved people from public housing to

         14  home ownership. You can hear all of those numbers,

         15  but you can't really appreciate it until you've

         16  actually spoken to somebody whose life has been

         17  changed because they came into contact with this

         18  great man, who I am honored and humbled to call my

         19  friend.

         20                 So, thank you very much, sir, for

         21  being down here today.

         22                 BISHOP TAYLOR: Thank you so much,

         23  Councilman Gioia and to Speaker Christine Quinn and

         24  to Leroy Comrie, and to all of the members of the

         25  City Council, I want to say that I believe that we
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          2  have a tremendous opportunity because we have a

          3  Speaker, number one, that is sensitive to the needs

          4  of New Yorkers, and many of you know that we serve

          5  the neediest New Yorkers and half a million people

          6  that live in public housing, average income $20,000

          7  a year, but we're moving people into the middle

          8  class by creating opportunities for home ownership

          9  by creating building wealth initiatives through the

         10  EITC, and moving young people into college

         11  preparation programs, over 150 students, 70 percent

         12  of them are first generation college-bound. And, so,

         13  we're, in Queensbridge, the largest public housing

         14  development in the country, and we like to look at

         15  it as a laboratory, where we're developing models

         16  that can be replicated in all 344 public housing

         17  developments in New York City, and I'm grateful that

         18  we have a City Council that actually cares about the

         19  residents of public housing. I just want to thank

         20  Councilman Eric Gioia, because he has been a

         21  tremendous heroine for the residents of public

         22  housing and has been a connector for us here, and I

         23  just wanted to celebrate him and the efforts of

         24  Christine Quinn. Thank you.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if the clerk could

                                                            44

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  read the proclamation, please.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

          4  New York, Proclamation.

          5                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

          6  New York is pleased and proud to honor Reverend

          7  Mitchell G. Taylor for his exceptional service to

          8  the City of New York; and

          9                 WHEREAS:  As Senior Pastor of the

         10  Center of Hope International, a church founded by

         11  his father, Reverend Taylor serves as a spiritual

         12  guide for the faithful of Queensbridge Houses, in

         13  whose shadows his Church lies, and of greater Long

         14  Island City; and

         15                 WHEREAS: In addition to ministering

         16  to the faithful, the Center of Hope International is

         17  a bastion of community hope, inspiration and

         18  development; For the last ten years it has provided

         19  a safe-haven for children at its

         20  Victory-After-School Program and fed thousands of

         21  hungry families at its Bread of Life food Pantry;

         22  and

         23                 WHEREAS: In 2004, Reverend Taylor

         24  founded the East River Development Alliance (ERDA),

         25  an alliance of clergy, schools, tenants associations
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          2  and residents, to provide public housing residents

          3  with the tools for economic mobility and

          4  self-reliance; and

          5                 WHEREAS: Reverend Taylor serves as

          6  the Alliance's Chairman and has been instrumental in

          7  its success; Under his leadership ERDA has returned

          8  over a million dollars in tax refunds and credits to

          9  public housing residents through free tax

         10  preparations services, gives free college

         11  preparation to high school students who will be the

         12  first in their family to attend college, connected

         13  hundreds of residents to free computer workshops,

         14  GED classes and job training, inspired children

         15  through its Speaker Series, provided financial

         16  literacy and homeownership courses to residents, and

         17  played a pivotal role in attracting a bank to an

         18  underserved area; and

         19                 WHEREAS: In recognition of his

         20  commitment, faith and leadership, Reverend Taylor

         21  has been chosen to be elevated to the office of

         22  Bishop; He is a man of remarkable depth and

         23  compassion whose work on behalf of the children and

         24  families of our City truly exemplifies all that is

         25  best in people; now therefore
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          2                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York most gratefully honors REVEREND

          4  MITCHELL G. TAYLOR on the occasion of his

          5  consecration as Bishop.

          6                 Signed this 7th day of October in the

          7  year Two Thousand and Six.

          8                 CHRISTINE QUINN, Speaker For the

          9  Entire Council,

         10                 ERIC GIOIA, Council Member, 26th

         11  District, Queens.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: I just have a couple

         13  of other, not proclamations, but two quick Council

         14  family announcements, and in recognition. I don't

         15  know where he went, but we were joined - oh, there

         16  he is - by a former Sergeant-At-Arms, Doug, who was

         17  a great asset to the Council for a very long time.

         18  Doug Appel is one of our Sergeant-At-Arms, so I

         19  wanted to recognize him and give him a chance to say

         20  hello.

         21                 MR. APPEL: Hello to a lot of old

         22  friends that I haven't seen in a year, and hello to

         23  a lot of new people that came here since I've gone.

         24  Thank you very much.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: And Jonathan Ettricks,
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          2  I don't know why he is here today, because how many

          3  days ago? Three days ago he became a father again

          4  for the third time to a little girl. What's her

          5  name?

          6                 MR. ETTRICKS: Jana.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Jana. So, we wanted to

          8  say congratulations to you and your wife.

          9                 So, people should try to make brief

         10  statements so Jonathan can get home to his wife.

         11                 And I also wanted to let everybody

         12  know the great news, I don't know where he is, but

         13  our own Detective Tony Lamonica, is getting a

         14  promotion, a well-deserved promotion by the New York

         15  Police Department tomorrow. Tomorrow he'll get the

         16  highest rank of Detective that there is, Detective

         17  First Grade. So, it's well deserved.

         18                 We are rescheduling, budget

         19  negotiators, because I want to go to Tony's

         20  Promotion, but at about 3:00 or 3:30 tomorrow we'll

         21  have a little reception in the Red Room with cake

         22  and cookies, so if anyone wants to come and

         23  celebrate Tony's promotion, you are more than

         24  invited to join us in the Red Room. And try to find

         25  other ways to embarrass him throughout the course of
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          2  the day.

          3                 All right, thank you all very much.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Ladies and

          5  gentlemen, please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

          6                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          8  very much.

          9                 Roll call.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         19  sir.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         21  quorum. Sorry. Let's all stand for the invocation

         22  delivered by Reverend -- Bishop Mitchell Taylor.

         23  Excuse me.

         24                 BISHOP TAYLOR: It would be remiss of

         25  me not to mention the past events and that it is
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          2  really an opportunity for us to pray equitably for

          3  the families and for everyone that has been impacted

          4  by this, that we can have a thoughtful and peaceful

          5  solutionary process to this. And, so, in our

          6  prayers, let's remember those that are involved.

          7                 Father, we thank you for this

          8  opportunity to pray and to ask your blessings over

          9  this Council;

         10                 we thank you, God, for the leadership

         11  that you've given us, and we thank you for their

         12  passion and their dedication to the City of New

         13  York, and we ask your blessings on everything that

         14  will be said and done today;

         15                 and we ask you for your guidance as

         16  we try to figure out and solve some of the problems

         17  that we have, and some of the victories that we've

         18  shared already, and we pray your blessings upon

         19  that, amen.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         21  spread the Invocation. Council Member Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I make a motion to spread the

         25  invocation to the entire Council.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And if I

          3  could ask my colleagues to remain standing, or to

          4  rise again, please.

          5                 We have, sadly, a number of moments

          6  of silence today. I'm going to speak on a number of

          7  them and then we're going to hear from Council

          8  Member Comrie and then for a moment of silence.

          9                 First, I want to say that since our

         10  last Stated Meeting, a member of the Council family,

         11  Tim McCabe, who was the brother of Council Member

         12  Joe Addabbo's Chief of Staff Pat McCabe and the

         13  brother of former Chief of Staff to City Council

         14  Speaker Peter Vallone, Kevin McCabe, passed away

         15  after a long and valiant fight against a serious

         16  illness and we want to extend our condolences to Pat

         17  and Kevin and to their entire family.

         18                 Also, since our last Stated Meeting,

         19  Army Specialist Justin R. Garcia, 26, who lived in

         20  Elmhurst, in Council Member Helen Sears's district

         21  was killed on November 14th from injuries suffered

         22  when an improvised explosive device detonated near

         23  his vehicle during combat operations.

         24                 Specialist Garcia wanted to drop out

         25  of St. Thomas Aquinas College and join the Army
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          2  after the September 11th terror attack. His family

          3  temporarily talked him out of it. He told his

          4  family, "if not me, then who?"

          5                 As soon as he graduated, he enlisted.

          6  He was assigned to the First Battalion, 23rd

          7  Infantry, Regiment 3rd, Striker Brigade Team, Second

          8  Infantry Division.

          9                 When he was 12 he lost both his

         10  parents and was raised by his extended family. His

         11  grandfather, Sam, said, "Justin wanted to go to the

         12  service because his passion was to serve his

         13  country. I talked to him three days ago and he was

         14  thrilled with how well the Mets did this year."

         15                 Besides his sister and extended

         16  family, Specialist Justin Garcia was survived by his

         17  wife Michelle, who is six months pregnant with their

         18  first child.

         19                 We also lost Sergeant First Class

         20  Skylar Haynes, 40, of the Upper West Side in

         21  Manhattan. He was killed on November 15th in Iraq,

         22  of injuries suffered with an improvised explosive

         23  device detonated near his vehicle during combat

         24  operations. He was assigned to the First Battalion,

         25  12th Cavalry Regiment, Third Brigade Combat Team,

                                                            56

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  First Calvary Division.

          3                 Sergeant Haynes was named after an

          4  ancestor who was a revolutionary war Major General

          5  who became one of the first two United States

          6  Senators from New York. He graduated from college, I

          7  read in the paper that he and I went to the same

          8  college at the same time, though I didn't know him.

          9  After graduating from college, Sergeant Haynes

         10  joined the Army in 1989. He was serving his second

         11  tour in Iraq after being awarded the Bronze Star

         12  during his first tour. His mother, Sophie, said he

         13  had a strong sense of patriotism and valued living

         14  in a free country. He had a tremendous set of

         15  values, a subtle sense of humor and he was a real

         16  leader.

         17                 Sergeant Haynes is survived by his

         18  mother, a sister, a brother and it says his beloved

         19  cat, Rembrandt.

         20                 We also want to have a moment of

         21  silence today, and we'll hear from our Deputy

         22  Majority Leader, Leroy Comrie, in a minute, but for

         23  Sean Bell, 23, who was tragically killed on

         24  Saturday, November 26th, as he left his bachelor

         25  party the morning before his wedding.
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          2                 At the same time, his friends, Joseph

          3  Guzman and Trent Benefield were shot, they are both

          4  still in the hospital and Mr. Guzman remains in

          5  critical condition.

          6                 Of course, as we've talked about

          7  before, the request of the families is that first

          8  and foremost all of us in New York pray for them,

          9  pray for Mr. Bell, Mr. Guzman and Mr. Benefield, and

         10  we are all praying for all of them, and keeping them

         11  and their family in our thoughts and prayers.

         12                 Before we have our moment of silence,

         13  I want to call on our Deputy Majority Leader, Leroy

         14  Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

         16  extend our deepest condolences on behalf of myself,

         17  Council Member Thomas White and Council Member James

         18  Sanders to the families of Sean Bell, Joseph Guzman

         19  and Trent Benefield.

         20                 We cannot imagine the pain that they

         21  must be experiencing at this time. Our hearts go

         22  out, especially to Sean's parents, fiance', and

         23  children, who are enduring such a tragedy under the

         24  worst circumstances.

         25                 This City owes it to the families of
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          2  these victims to ensure that everyone responsible

          3  for this tragedy is held accountable.

          4                 As black men, and as father of

          5  children, we are extremely sensitive to the history

          6  of police brutality and racial profiling in our

          7  communities, and we, like many residents of our

          8  districts, are outraged about Sean's senseless

          9  death.

         10                 This incident is clearly a Clarion

         11  call for the need for constraint, stronger public

         12  review, governmental oversight of NYPD training and

         13  tactics.

         14                 While we are all committed to

         15  supporting the much-needed efforts of law

         16  enforcement in our community, we must ensure that

         17  those efforts are balanced with proper training and

         18  implementation.

         19                 While many of us are anxious for

         20  swift justice, we must allow our system of

         21  jurisprudence to play out and give Mayor Bloomberg

         22  and District Attorney Richard Brown an opportunity

         23  to fulfill their promises to deliver a thorough

         24  investigation.

         25                 We should remain firm in our resolve
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          2  and patient in awaiting a full accounting of the

          3  facts.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          5                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          7  the minutes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         10  Papers from the Mayor.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         13  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 471. Public

         15  Advocate's Annual Report, Fiscal Year 2006.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

         17  printed and filed.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 472 on page one,

         19  through M 491 on page four. Renewal, relocation and

         20  change of ownership, base station licenses.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         23  and communications.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use
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          2  Call-Ups.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          5  Communication from the Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: We are voting on a

          7  number of important items today, the first of which

          8  is an updating of the City's Electrical Code, and I

          9  want to thank the Chair of our Housing and Buildings

         10  Committee, Eric Dilan, for his work on this matter,

         11  Intro. 425-A.

         12                 What we've done in this piece of

         13  legislation is make the Electrical Code, and there

         14  is a copy of it --

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         16  please. In the back, please be quiet.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: And there is a copy of

         18  the Electrical Code on your desk. We have attempted

         19  to make the Electrical Code a 21st Century document,

         20  make it more user-friendly, and more responsive to

         21  the needs of New Yorkers. Among other things, the

         22  Electrical Code will now deal with the problem that

         23  has existed every year in the prior Code.

         24                 The prior Code had every license of

         25  an electrician or an electrical worker in the City
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          2  of New York expire at the end of the calendar year.

          3  This created a tremendous backlog and a challenge

          4  for workers to get their licenses renewed and often

          5  made it hard for New Yorkers to find licensed

          6  workers at the beginning of a calendar year.

          7                 We're now going to have people's

          8  licenses expire on their birthday and have rolling

          9  renewals.

         10                 In addition, as Council Member Brewer

         11  has told us on a regular basis, the Internet and the

         12  Computer Age gives us tremendous possibility to make

         13  our lives easier. That's why the Electrical Code

         14  will now allow for documents with official

         15  signatures, or seals, or other certificates relating

         16  to electrical work, allow those to be communicated

         17  over the Internet electronically, which saves New

         18  Yorkers the effort of having to schlep down to

         19  downtown Manhattan every time they need to get work

         20  approved.

         21                 In addition, the new provisions of

         22  the Electrical Code will require that homes which

         23  have porches or balconies, that those parts of one's

         24  homes will have to have outlets installed in them

         25  upon their being built. We hope that these changes
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          2  in addition, perhaps most importantly, to making our

          3  buildings safer, will also make the Electrical Code

          4  an easier document for New Yorkers to use in their

          5  daily lives as they're getting work done in their

          6  homes to make it easier for electrical workers to be

          7  responsive to the needs of New Yorkers, and I want

          8  to call on the Chair of our Housing and Buildings

          9  Committee, Council Member Erik Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you very

         11  much, Madam Speaker. I think you touched on most of

         12  the things that the bill now does.

         13                 I just want to take this opportunity

         14  to just thank the Buildings Department in assisting

         15  myself and the Committee and the members of this

         16  Council, in providing a thorough briefing for any

         17  member who wanted it on this subject. I know this is

         18  a subject that they have worked very hard on, spent

         19  numerous amount of hours in meeting with all the

         20  interested parties to get us to this point today,

         21  and I just want them to know that I very much

         22  appreciate that.

         23                 I also would like to thank the entire

         24  Housing and Buildings Committee staff for getting

         25  the Committee up to speed, and also to thank the
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          2  members, and the staff of members who took the time

          3  to attend the briefing, and that is all, Madam

          4  Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          7  of General Orders.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Actually, I believe

          9  there was a couple of members who had to leave

         10  early, we were going to allow them to vote and then

         11  we were going to hear some comments on the Finance

         12  matter today.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, I need to request permission to vote on

         16  all General Order calendars.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you. I

         19  vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I would like to

         22  request permission to vote on all General Calendar

         23  items, and I vote aye.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye on all.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          4                 We are also voting today on a piece

          5  of legislation relating to property taxes in the

          6  City of New York.

          7                 I think as we all know as part of our

          8  budget process, we made a request to the State

          9  Legislature to allow us to shift part of the

         10  property tax class shares from residential

         11  properties to commercial properties.

         12                 This action will result in

         13  approximately $127 million saving for residential

         14  New Yorkers, folks who live in one-, two-,

         15  three-family homes, or renters, or people who own

         16  co-ops or condos.

         17                 So, this is the greatest change we

         18  can make at any one point in our budget process. We

         19  sent the request for this action to Albany, we got a

         20  response from Albany that they were supportive of

         21  this effort, and we're now moving forward today so

         22  that when property taxes go out to residential

         23  property owners, or residential dwellers in the City

         24  of New York, they may in fact still see a higher tax

         25  bill than they had last year, but without this
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          2  action, the property tax bill they saw would have

          3  been higher for the total of $127 million. I want to

          4  thank our Finance Chair, Council Member Weprin, for

          5  his work on this effort on behalf of all the

          6  residential tenants and property owners in the City

          7  of New York in all five of our boroughs, from Staten

          8  Island to the Bronx, and want to call on Chairperson

          9  Weprin for a comment.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         11  Madam Speaker.

         12                 The resolutions which passed the

         13  Finance Committee this morning, collectively and

         14  severally relate to fixing of property tax rates for

         15  homeowners throughout the City. Combined resolutions

         16  will have the effect of saving residential property

         17  owners. As the Speaker pointed out, millions of

         18  dollars in property taxes.

         19                 However, inaction by the Council will

         20  certainly be detrimental to homeowners.

         21                 Although the average tax rate has

         22  been frozen at slightly higher than 12 percent,

         23  since the Fiscal Year 2003, when the 18.5 percent

         24  increase in the rate was adopted, the tax rates for

         25  the four classes of property changed each year
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          2  because of State-mandated adjustments in the class

          3  shares.

          4                 The adjustments are required to

          5  account for market value changes. Under State law,

          6  no class share of the property tax can increase by

          7  more than five percent in any given year.

          8                 However, the Council is empowered

          9  with the option to lower the cap through State

         10  legislation, as the Speaker pointed out, and has

         11  usually exercised this option in defense of

         12  residential owners and renters.

         13                 On July 19th of this year, the

         14  Council adopted three property tax fixing

         15  resolutions based on the amounts set forth in Fiscal

         16  Year '07 budget, which was adopted on June 29th of

         17  this year.

         18                 State law in effect at that time

         19  capped the amount any class share can be increased

         20  to five percent. Subsequent State legislation after

         21  our adoption of the budget amended the law to

         22  establish a lower cap at two percent, which as the

         23  Speaker pointed out, was at the request of the City

         24  Council.

         25                 Today we have the opportunity to
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          2  amend the three property tax-fixing resolutions to

          3  reflect the change provided by the subsequent State

          4  legislation, which holds class share increases for

          5  any class of property to two percent, rather than

          6  the five percent and it is an opportunity I strongly

          7  urge my colleagues to seize as passage of this

          8  legislation will be substantially beneficial to

          9  homeowners.

         10                 With the subsequent State legislation

         11  and the three amended resolutions we are voting on

         12  today, Class 1 property owners will receive

         13  well-deserved savings on their property taxes.

         14                 Since 1993, the Council has routinely

         15  lowered the cap on property taxes to between 2.75

         16  percent and 2 percent, and in doing so saved

         17  property owners millions of dollars.

         18                 Without the two percent cap in the

         19  Fiscal Year '07, Class 1 tax rate would have

         20  increased by 5.4 percent over the prior year,

         21  instead of 2.4 percent, costing people millions,

         22  instead of saving them just a substantial in amount.

         23                 The property tax adjustment we are

         24  voting on today, and which I strongly implore all to

         25  vote for in the affirmative, have become a routine,
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          2  yet effective and significant benefit to all

          3  homeowners throughout the City. It is something that

          4  our residents have counted on for many years, and it

          5  is something that they should be able to continue to

          6  rely upon.

          7                 Again, I wish to unequivocably state

          8  my support for the three property tax resolutions,

          9  and I would like to thank the Speaker for granting

         10  me the opportunity to voice my support today.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. That

         12  concludes comments from the Speaker.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         14  on General Orders.

         15                 Seeing none, Report of Special

         16  Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         19  Standing Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Finance.

         22                 Preconsidered Reso 628, computing and

         23  certifying base percentage, current percentage and

         24  current base proportion, real property.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

          4  629. Computing and certifying adjusted base

          5  proportion, real property.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

          9  630. Amounts necessary for the support of the

         10  government of the City of New York.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reports on the

         14  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         15                 Intro. 425-A. Electrical Code.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         17  General Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         19  Committee on Land Use.

         20                 LU 255 and Reso 631. LU 279 and Reso

         21  632. LU 281 and Reso 633. LU 285 and Reso 634. LU

         22  291 and Reso 635. And LU 297 and Reso 636, various

         23  UDAAPs.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 304 and Reso 637.

          3  Zoning Resolution.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 318 and Reso 638,

          7  and LU 321 and Reso 639. Various UDAAPs.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 330 and Reso 640.

         11  Group Building and a parcel of land on Seaview

         12  Hospital and Rehabilitation Center.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 332 and Reso 641.

         16  Unenclosed sidewalk cafe.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed

         18  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 333

         20  and Reso 642. Proposed site for Early Childhood

         21  Center.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed

         23  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Intro.

          3  457, naming of 64 thoroughfares and public places.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          7  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 At this point I ask for a roll call

         11  on all matters that are coupled on the General Order

         12  Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

                                                            72

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         16  vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

         19  First, I want to congratulate Chairman Dilan and the

         20  Housing and Buildings Committee for their work on

         21  the Electrical Code. I have to say in my almost five

         22  years here at the Council this was easily the most

         23  tedious topic that we have sat through, and it did

         24  get worse, but it's hard to believe, and they

         25  deserve credit for working through it no less
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          2  sitting through it.

          3                 On this note, I want to repeat the

          4  comments that I made in the Finance Committee

          5  regarding the tax-fixing resolution.

          6                 We continue to work through a real

          7  property tax system that is at best byzantine, and

          8  we go through this exercise every year where we make

          9  a recommendation, the legislature gets around to

         10  passing it, in the heat of the end of their session,

         11  after too late for the tax bills, tax bills go out,

         12  and New Yorkers, despite our best efforts, find that

         13  they feel we've raised taxes when, in fact, the

         14  actions of this body have done everything possible

         15  within the constraints of the law to reduce real

         16  property taxes for Class 1 and Class 2 property

         17  owners.

         18                 At times that problem has been

         19  exacerbated by the Finance Department in a message

         20  that they send out to taxpayers.

         21                 I am asking that we look at the law

         22  to see whether or not we can make our recommendation

         23  to the State Legislature earlier in the process,

         24  based upon the tentative tax assessed roll as

         25  opposed to the permanent one that goes out at the
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          2  end of May.

          3                 I'm told that they vary very, very

          4  slightly. And that would allow us to do something

          5  that we ought to do, which is go to the Legislature

          6  and fight to make the tax cap --

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          8  please. It's very hard to hear him. You're all

          9  mumbling. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: -- The tax

         11  cap, that would make our ability to fight to reduce

         12  the class share for Class 1 and Class 2 property

         13  owners to the cap to zero as opposed to two percent.

         14                 We found today, much to our dismay,

         15  at least to my dismay, that the tax rate for Class 3

         16  and Class 4 went down, and despite our efforts

         17  today, the class share for 1 and 2 went up. I don't

         18  think that's what we intended. I don't think that's

         19  what we wanted. And I think that if we had the

         20  opportunity to do this in a more timely fashion, it

         21  wouldn't have happened that way.

         22                 So, I vote aye on all, even though I

         23  think the class share should have been zero.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: May I be

          6  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I will be

          9  voting no on preconsidered Reso 628, 629 and 630,

         10  exactly for the reasons that my colleague, Council

         11  Member Fidler said, that it should have been the

         12  zero percent. But I hope this raises the beginning

         13  of discussions on the tax rate and the reduction and

         14  the need for tax reduction for middle class, one-

         15  and two-family homeowners. The tax rate was raised

         16  by this Council 18.5 percent. I thought then it was

         17  too onerous, and I think the time has come that we

         18  look at reducing the tax rate to provide some real

         19  relief for the citizens of this great City.

         20                 Thank you. I vote aye on all other

         21  coupled general orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: My

          4  congratulations to Chairman Dilan, I vote aye on

          5  all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

          8  excused to temporarily explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: First of all,

         11  congratulations, Chair Dilan, and the Building

         12  Committee on the job with the Electrical Code, which

         13  has been special concern to residents and building

         14  owners in my district and this will really move us

         15  forward.

         16                 Just Madam Public Advocate and my

         17  colleagues, our property tax system is too complex.

         18  It is too filled with inequities and unfairness,

         19  wherein people living in properties with the same

         20  value are subject to different defective tax rates,

         21  and it is too burdensome on people who have lived in

         22  properties for long periods of times and cases their

         23  entire lives and in spite of programs in place,

         24  still cannot keep up with changing assessments.

         25                 We need, I will vote aye today on the
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          2  adjustment, but we need to move forward with real

          3  property tax reform, and we should aim to implement

          4  reform before the next fiscal year.

          5                 I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'd like to

          8  thank Chairman Dilan for all his hard work on this

          9  issue, and I'd like to vote yes on all. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         20  preconsidered Resolution 628, 629 and 630 and vote

         21  aye on the rest.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, I express leave to briefly explain my

         10  vote, and let me first congratulate you on this

         11  lovely and informative yearly statement that you've

         12  given out, and actually, I hate to say it to Council

         13  Member Dilan, but it's easier to read than the

         14  National Electric Code.

         15                 But I join my colleagues in

         16  congratulating him and his Committee for the great

         17  work that they've done.

         18                 I'd like to briefly speak about the

         19  tax fixing resolutions that we're voting on today,

         20  and there has been some comment about it already,

         21  and I'd like to explain why I'm voting for them, as

         22  well as everything else, today.

         23                 It's really a simple matter because

         24  the State of New York has a law that requires us to

         25  consider the whole realm of real estate taxes and
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          2  how they relate to each other, and other State law,

          3  because of the increase in the value of residential

          4  property, there is a requirement that we increase

          5  the assessment of those properties by five percent,

          6  actually by much more; however, State law did allow

          7  us to reduce that increase to two percent. Under the

          8  State law we cannot go any lower. There are some who

          9  say that the Council should have advocated for a

         10  law, allowing it to be zero percent. That may be

         11  true, however, the difference of dollar and cents in

         12  what we vote for today and what we could have voted

         13  for this: By voting yesterday, we give average

         14  homeowners in Staten Island a tax break of about

         15  $90. If it had been the extra two percent that many

         16  are arguing for and saying that it's a reason that

         17  we shouldn't be voting yes, or actually vote no, the

         18  difference would have been an extra $60. So, the

         19  total benefit would have been $150. Now, I would

         20  prefer, as a taxpayer, I would prefer that benefit

         21  of $150, but I think by voting yes, we afford that

         22  decrease of $90, which is $127 million across the

         23  City, as the Speaker said, and that, for me, is the

         24  wise vote.

         25                 I'm joined with my colleagues who
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          2  think that it's time that we, as a Council, join

          3  with the different policy institutes and look at the

          4  tax structure, and I know even the Speaker has

          5  indicated a willingness to look at that as we move

          6  forward.

          7                 However, today's vote saves the

          8  people in my district 90 bucks and that's a good

          9  vote. Accordingly, I vote aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

         11  I'd like to adopt the comments of Council Member

         12  Fidler and Gallagher with regard to lowering taxes,

         13  and I'm going to vote for these measures today

         14  because it's the only option before us that will

         15  result in taxes being lower than if we didn't take

         16  this vote, and take this opportunity, as we're

         17  discussing taxes, to remind the Speaker, the Mayor

         18  and everyone else, that our property tax increase

         19  was supposed to be a temporary war time tax, and

         20  that we should start taking every available measure

         21  and step towards lowering these taxes once again.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No on 628, 629

          7  and 630; yes on all the others. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, thank

         14  you. All items on today's General Order calendar

         15  were adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative,

         16  zero negative and zero abstentions, with the

         17  exception of preconsidered Reso 628, which is

         18  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, three

         19  negative, zero abstentions and preconsidered Reso

         20  629, which is adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         21  affirmative, three in the negative, zero

         22  abstentions, and preconsidered Reso 630, which is

         23  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, three

         24  negative and zero abstentions.

         25                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

          3  to the Committees as indicated.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          5  of resolutions. Council Member Comrie. There are no

          6  resolutions, by the way.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Oh, next.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You want to

          9  speak in General. We've got you.

         10                 Okay, Resolutions. Discussion of

         11  Resolutions. Resolutions. None.

         12                 General Discussion.

         13                 Council Member Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I rise once again -- I'm going to ask

         17  my colleagues just to be quiet for a minute.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: -- With a

         21  heavy heart, and we look for, and I know my

         22  community is looking to me for leadership, that once

         23  again a black male has been killed at the hands of

         24  police.

         25                 And I want to make it very clear that
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          2  this is not a black issue. Because just as though

          3  black men can be killed today, it can be Latino, and

          4  God forbid, even white men tomorrow. And while we'll

          5  say the act isn't racist, it was. And because there

          6  were black slave owners and black slave overseers,

          7  doesn't mean that slavery didn't exist and it wasn't

          8  racist.

          9                 And we as a body, and especially as

         10  members of color, need to set an example for our

         11  community that it cannot be tolerated anymore. We've

         12  got to stop burying sons and saying let's not rush

         13  to judgment. Let's wait and see. The officers didn't

         14  wait and see. They didn't wait to see if there was a

         15  gun, they shot 53 times. And everybody here needs to

         16  be outraged, because the City is mourning. And to

         17  say because the officers were men of color, that

         18  this is not racially motivated is a real problem.

         19  And black men in this City are in danger, and I will

         20  tell you as a black woman, if I saw two unmarked

         21  cars pulling up next to me, I don't know that I

         22  would stop. And we have to as a body do something to

         23  make sure we're not having this conversation again,

         24  that some mother is not burying their son again.

         25                 And while I applaud the Mayor and the
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          2  Police Commissioner, it's what they should be doing.

          3  We keep looking to Giuliani, he messed up. The Mayor

          4  should be reaching out to the family. Some innocent

          5  man was killed on his wedding day, and we have to be

          6  outraged, we have to stand up, and we have to say no

          7  more. We can't keep looking back and saying this is

          8  what we need to change. We need to be proactive in

          9  what we do in training police officers so that

         10  unarmed black men are no longer killed.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, I want

         14  to thank Council Member Foster for those strong

         15  words. It is time that we stand up and we make our

         16  voices count.

         17                 You know, this is a very tense time

         18  for all of us in this City, and there is a pattern.

         19  This is not one isolated incident, there is a

         20  pattern in our community. As I'm talking to you

         21  right now, somebody in our neighborhood is being

         22  cussed out, somebody in our neighborhood is having a

         23  no-knock warrant, like the 56-year-old in East New

         24  York, broke into his apartment wrong apartment, or

         25  the 60-year-old couple, broke into their apartment,
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          2  no-knock warrant, wrong apartment, or how about

          3  Timothy Stansbury, two and a half years later the

          4  paperwork is still on the Commissioner's desk, and

          5  this is a person that was walking across the roof to

          6  go to a party and met by a police bullet in his

          7  chest, and the Commissioner said it was unjustified

          8  and Stansbury's murderer is still on the police

          9  force and got a raise by the PBA.

         10                 It's a pattern. It's a racist

         11  pattern. It's not an isolated incident. It doesn't

         12  matter who the shooters are, the victims are black

         13  and Latino. They don't do no-knock warrants in the

         14  white community. If those three young men were

         15  white, they'd be alive today. They don't do this

         16  kind of policing in the white community.

         17                 I'm calling on the Mayor and this

         18  Council, the Speaker, we should hold hearings across

         19  this City and prove me wrong that it's not systemic,

         20  probaser (phonetic) and racist in nature. Watch how

         21  many people come forth, whether they're

         22  church-goers, or youth, they will come forth and say

         23  they have been abused by this Police Department.

         24                 And people need to understand that if

         25  they come for us in the morning, and you watch,
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          2  they'll come for you in the afternoon. We need to

          3  stop it right here, and we need to stop it now. The

          4  police are out of control. The Mayor, City Council

          5  hold hearings in each borough and let the people

          6  speak, not me or anybody else, and you will see.

          7  This young man should be on a honeymoon with his

          8  newlywed, instead he'll be funeralized on Friday and

          9  his daughters will be without a daddy. It's out of

         10  control. We need to stop it now.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate. I stand up for my constituent

         15  Sean Bell, because right now he cannot stand up for

         16  himself.

         17                 There is a culture that we have to

         18  deal with. It is a culture in these elite units of

         19  the police. I know about these things because thanks

         20  to the Marine Corps, they have their own culture.

         21  It's an aggressive culture, it's a culture that

         22  speaks of domination. These things are okay, if you

         23  can figure out a way to keep respect in the picture

         24  and oversight.

         25                 Those are the things missing here,
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          2  respect and oversight have been lost in this

          3  process. People are outraged because it is systemic.

          4  There is a problem. People are seeing this as just

          5  the straw that breaks the camel's back. It's

          6  touching too many people's homes. Everyone is

          7  identifying with it, because it seems that everyone

          8  has a story.

          9                 I've been getting calls on this way

         10  before Sean Bell, and I fear that I'll be getting

         11  calls on this afterwards. The temperature on the

         12  ground has risen dramatically. We need to do

         13  something to show that justice can take place in New

         14  York City as it can take place everywhere.

         15                 I am heartened that the City Council,

         16  under Council Members Vallone and Council Members

         17  Seabrook, and of course, our speaker are considering

         18  hearings on this issue. I urge you to move with all

         19  due speed.

         20                 The temperature has risen

         21  dramatically. We need to take a strong position and

         22  say right is right, wrong is wrong, one law, one law

         23  and no one is above the law, be it the Mayor, the

         24  City Council, Sean Bell, elite units, one law and no

         25  one is above it. Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Obviously, we all feel very strongly

          7  that it's time to respond on issues that my

          8  colleague has been talking about and I thank them

          9  all for their comments, and I particularly thank

         10  Council Member, who I think summarized a lot of what

         11  I was feeling about, how it is a time for us all to

         12  take responsibility and to seek constructive action.

         13                 I really appreciate the way our

         14  colleagues have handled this who are working on this

         15  day in and day out. My colleagues from Queens, who

         16  represent the area where this tragedy occurred, and

         17  of course the Speaker and the Chairs of the relevant

         18  committee. I think everyone has put immense amount

         19  of time and energy into trying to be positive and

         20  productive and trying to look ahead and see what we

         21  can change.

         22                 I think a lot of people in this City

         23  are asking the question now about what have we done,

         24  or what have we potentially done wrong in the way we

         25  train our police or the protocols, particularly for
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          2  undercover officers.

          3                 I think these are very challenging

          4  issues. These are not the kind of things that we all

          5  would have thought of necessarily in our everyday

          6  life, but this tragedy means it's time for us to

          7  rethink some of the assumptions in this diverse and

          8  complex City, and I hope that we treat this tragedy

          9  the way so many people in this room treated another

         10  tragedy almost a year ago when we lost Nixzmary

         11  Brown and people looked at what we could do

         12  productively to make change for our children. Well,

         13  now we have to look productively at how we can make

         14  change for all of our communities and how we can

         15  change some of the ways our police force relates to

         16  our communities. And I think we have to be devoted

         17  to that action.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

         22  thank my colleagues that have reached out to Council

         23  Member White, Council Member Sanders and myself in

         24  the face of this incident that happened.

         25                 I want to assure, and I was assured
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          2  by my colleagues when we met at the Democratic

          3  Caucus that this is an issue that like Nixzmary

          4  Brown this Council will take a lead on to make sure

          5  that there's real change that comes from this, that

          6  there is a real recognition that this is a Citywide

          7  issue.

          8                 When Council members from all over

          9  the City spoke up in the caucus about the individual

         10  problems that they even as Council members in the

         11  past month have had with the Police Department. I am

         12  confident, in my Council members and people of the

         13  City, will look at this issue and take this issue

         14  and bring it to the level that it needs to be where

         15  we have open discussion, where we have City

         16  meetings, where we have Town Hall meetings.

         17                 This incident is only, as Council

         18  Member Barron said, indicative of unfortunately

         19  almost every week I am dealing with the Police

         20  Department, almost every week I'm dealing with the

         21  DA's office, almost every week I'm talking to a

         22  distressed mother regarding how police incidents are

         23  handled, and we are at a breaking point in the City,

         24  but we also have to be at a focus point in this City

         25  to make sure that this City can understand that we
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          2  all need to heal together as a City, we all need to

          3  raise our voices on this issue, we cannot let this

          4  issue die. And that's the wrong choice of words in

          5  this particular instance, but we need to make sure

          6  that this incident is the last incident that happens

          7  under our watch in this Council. And my pledge to

          8  all of my members is to make sure that this incident

          9  is the catalyst of continued, thorough and profound

         10  discussions on how to protect all of the people that

         11  reside in the City.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Oddo.

         14                 Council Member Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate. I, too, rise and echo the

         17  sentiments of many of my colleagues in their great

         18  concerns over this most recent and tragic incident

         19  in the Borough of Queens.

         20                 You know, you hate to talk about

         21  cliches in a moment like this, but it is clearly in

         22  many respects deja vu again. The names change, the

         23  faces change, it could be Anthony Baez in the Bronx,

         24  it's Amadou Diallo in the Bronx, and today it's the

         25  Bell family, the Guzman family and the Benefield
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          2  family. And we mourn what happens today and there is

          3  a tremendous and disproportionate amount of media

          4  attention to this issue, but I think that the

          5  undercurrents that we hear from our communities and

          6  our colleagues alike are that there are issues that

          7  have continued and that have not been addressed. And

          8  I'm confident also in my colleagues, and, yes, in

          9  the leadership of this body, in this institution,

         10  that we will be a catalyst for change and we will

         11  ensure that we reach out to every community in this

         12  City to hear their complaints and the realities that

         13  occur in this City on an everyday basis.

         14                 Our prayers are with the Bell family.

         15  I ask you also to pray in particular for the family

         16  of the Guzman's. I had the opportunity to visit him

         17  several times already and his family. He's in

         18  critical condition, having suffered 11 gunshot

         19  wounds, about 16 or so bullet holes in his body. He

         20  is in critical condition and we're hopeful that he

         21  will do better, and hopefully he will at some point

         22  be able to speak about what occurred on that fateful

         23  night. God bless him.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, Sean Bell was the son of all New Yorkers,

          4  a son of New York, and all New Yorkers of all

          5  backgrounds need to stand up and speak out to mourn

          6  his loss, to pray for his loved ones and the other

          7  victims and to say with one voice, all of us with

          8  one voice, no more. No more innocent victims.

          9                 We must, of course, let the judicial

         10  process run its course with respect to the

         11  individual officers involved, but it is not too

         12  early to say that there is a pattern and that change

         13  in the system must take place.

         14                 We've had too many of these

         15  incidents. Too many of these tragedies, and we must

         16  be united in making clear that enough is enough.

         17                 And, so, I join with my colleagues in

         18  support of hearings, in support of letting the

         19  people from the community speak. Let us hear

         20  directly and let us pursue the truth.

         21                 And I would also add that it is not

         22  too early to call for independent review and

         23  independent experts to review the need for an

         24  overhaul of training and technology to make sure

         25  that we, as a City, and we know our Department is a
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          2  good Department, but we need to be the best

          3  Department to make sure that these strategies, to

          4  make sure we're doing everything we possibly can, to

          5  make sure that these tragedies do not happen, and we

          6  should not be afraid, rather we should invite

          7  independent outside experts to review the training

          8  and to review the procedures, to review the culture

          9  and to review the technology to protect every New

         10  Yorker of every race in every neighborhood, in any

         11  situation from ever, ever again being the victim of

         12  such a tragedy.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Another black

         17  mother has to bury her son. Another tragedy. Why is

         18  it that there is this notion in communities of color

         19  that individuals of color, their lives are devalued?

         20  Why does it continue? In the aftermath of the Diallo

         21  case there was a stop-in-frisk investigation by the

         22  New York State Attorney General Elliot Spitzer.

         23                 At the time I worked on that report

         24  as part of the Civil Rights Bureau. None of the

         25  recommendations that were reported from that report

                                                            96

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  were adopted by NYPD.

          3                 Under the leadership of then

          4  Assemblyman Al Vann, there was a package of reform

          5  bills for NYPD, they included the following: A

          6  sobriety test for police officers whenever they

          7  discharge their guns, additional training for police

          8  officers, and the appointment by the New York State

          9  Attorney General of a prosecutor to investigate

         10  police misconduct in the discharge of their

         11  firearms. None of these recommendations were

         12  adopted.

         13                 I am calling for an independent

         14  commission to investigate fatalities, civilian

         15  fatalities at the hands of NYPD. I am also urging

         16  that any judge who is assigned this case not change

         17  the venue to another jurisdiction, and that the case

         18  be tried in the borough in which this unfortunate

         19  tragedy occurred.

         20                 I am also asking that we as a body

         21  look at CCRB, because a significant number of

         22  complaints that have been filed in CCRB have been

         23  unsubstantiated, dismissed, and not even

         24  acknowledged. And I'm also asking that as a body,

         25  that we make it easier, or that we allow individuals
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          2  to file complaints against NYPD in a forum which is

          3  much more hospitable. Too many of my constituents,

          4  and I know it's not unique to my district tell me

          5  when they go into the police precincts they are

          6  basically harassed or sometimes threatened when they

          7  seek to file a complaint.

          8                 I would hope that we would do this,

          9  that we would move forward expeditiously, and that

         10  we would all work together so that we, again, do not

         11  have to come together to bury another black child.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 My colleagues, I rise in order to

         17  speak out on the death and tragedy that has

         18  occurred, and it's easy to say that our City is in

         19  mourning at this point in time, and in fact, all you

         20  have to do is pick up any newspaper, turn on any

         21  radio program, and since that incident happened on

         22  Saturday, that's all that has been in the headlines.

         23                 We have a lot to learn from this.

         24  Clearly, by anyone's imagination, 50 shots fired, in

         25  my opinion, as Mayor Bloomberg expressed, is
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          2  excessive.

          3                 Now, I know that the police union and

          4  the detective unions, they were on the television

          5  last night basically saying that Bloomberg spoke too

          6  early. Quite frankly, he didn't speak too early, he

          7  spoke what most people in New York thought and felt

          8  themselves, many were afraid to say it. And in fact,

          9  a poll on New York 1 last night as to whether or not

         10  they felt that 50 shots were excessive, 70 percent

         11  of people responded felt that it was.

         12                 Christine Quinn called me as the

         13  Co-chair of the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus, and

         14  she called my co-chair on Saturday about this

         15  particular matter, and I spoke to Leroy about it and

         16  he said him and Tom were on top of it, Tom White.

         17  But the bottom line is this impacts all of us. And

         18  what I'm hearing and what people of New York City

         19  are demanding, demanding that NYPD follow its policy

         20  of CPR, Courtesy, Professionalism and Respect, and

         21  when you go through a community throughout the City,

         22  and especially in the communities that I represent,

         23  you will hear time and time again that CPR is not

         24  followed, and that's what we're demanding, courtesy,

         25  professionalism and respect. They should not only
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          2  have it on the size of their car, they should live

          3  it in their hearts and their mind and wear it on

          4  their sleeves.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          7  nobody else, Speaker Quinn.

          8                 I'm sorry, wait a minute. Council

          9  Member Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you. I

         11  don't want to get into a discussion about

         12  particulars of some of the things that my colleagues

         13  have said. For the most part, I certainly agree with

         14  most of what was said. Not all. But one piece of it,

         15  I just felt that I can't sit through a meeting

         16  listening to something without making mention about

         17  prayer. And to me, prayer and religion is a very,

         18  very important thing. And I think in terms of what

         19  actually happened, only God really knows what

         20  happened. I mean, we could try getting justice and

         21  that's what should be done in this country, but as

         22  many of you have mentioned examples where we thought

         23  certainly people were guilty, they were found

         24  innocent, we think people are innocent, they're

         25  found guilty and ultimately God is the only one that
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          2  really knows the truth about that.

          3                 So, if we're dealing with holy things

          4  about prayer, I just feel strongly that the police

          5  officers and their families deserve to be in our

          6  prayers as well, even if they were wrong, you know?

          7                 I think when it comes to prayers, you

          8  know, maybe I'm off, but that's how I feel. Even if

          9  they were wrong, you know? And I don't believe that

         10  seven police officers, seven, all seven of them went

         11  out to do something wrong. I can't believe that. So,

         12  even if whether it was intentionally a mistake, I

         13  don't know what happened, but prayer, I'm speaking

         14  specifically about prayer, and having somebody in

         15  mind for prayer, I think that I would like to have

         16  the families of the police officers and the police

         17  officers themselves in mind when they're going

         18  through a hard time, even if they did something

         19  wrong.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         23  Public Advocate.

         24                 I am compelled to stand and speak

         25  without knowing what to say. I've been mourning for
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          2  so long for black men. In my public and personal

          3  consciousness about police brutality and young black

          4  men being killed, unprovoked, without guns and all

          5  of that, it goes back to the sixties, and so from

          6  that point until now I've had to experience and

          7  indeed moan, confront and demonstrate and legislate

          8  all, trying to find an answer why are young black

          9  men being killed by the police?

         10                 And I know the young minds in this

         11  chamber, you will come up with the ideas in the

         12  legislation. You know, I'm waiting. I can't come up

         13  with any new ideas.

         14                 But I do know this, if there are some

         15  things that you cannot legislate, you know, how do

         16  you legislate a change of heart? How do you

         17  legislate a discriminatory mind, a prejudice mind?

         18  How do you, through government, affect racism? I'm

         19  not sure I know the answers to that, but maybe

         20  you'll come up with that, because in order to change

         21  this dynamic, and to bring about justice, we have to

         22  admit what the problem is.

         23                 You can legislate all around it, if

         24  you don't identify what the problem is, and, yes,

         25  the problem is institutional racism. And it must
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          2  encourage, or provide a comfort level to individuals

          3  to act out in their discriminatory way, knowing that

          4  it's okay because there's something in that culture,

          5  in that environment, that says it's all right,

          6  you're going to be okay.

          7                 And, so, we have to get to the heart

          8  of that, and the only thing I can think of, we are

          9  able to direct and get the desired result by the way

         10  we structure the system. Just the way police persons

         11  want to be promoted, they set up this criteria, you

         12  do this, you do that, and you'll be promoted.

         13                 Well, we need to promote responding

         14  and respecting to the communities in which you

         15  serve. Maybe you'll get promoted by being a good

         16  civil servant, maybe not by all the other things

         17  that are not a part of that system that has created

         18  this gulf between the citizens and the elected

         19  officials.

         20                 I refuse to believe that there is not

         21  an answer to this. If we admit what the problem is.

         22  I refuse to believe that. It's not, from 60 to now,

         23  I can't tell you the number of funerals that I have

         24  been at, and the number of demonstrations I have

         25  been at, when we said this is the last time, this
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          2  should never happen again. We should not have to

          3  bury another black man. A black mother should not

          4  have to cry again. Every decade we continue to do

          5  that. Maybe, maybe at this point in time, well, if

          6  we have the attention of the world, as we have with

          7  Diallo, that we will rise to the occasion, we will

          8  rise to the occasion and confront this evil and deal

          9  with it, whatever it takes.

         10                 Maybe under the leadership in this

         11  house we'll begin to address this evil in our

         12  society and in our City so that every -- can you

         13  imagine a young boy telling he's afraid to go on the

         14  street? Not afraid of being robbed, not afraid of

         15  being hurt, but afraid of being killed by the cops.

         16  All the energy that we spend developing a curriculum

         17  and a criteria as to how young black men must act,

         18  in order not to encourage the wrath of a policeman.

         19  Save your life. Don't get killed by a cop. Make sure

         20  your pants are tight and make sure you walk a

         21  certain way. Ridiculous.

         22                 We do not have to conform our

         23  behavior to meet the acceptance of those that we pay

         24  to protect us. That is an admission that our society

         25  is out of order. We have to deal with the cause. I
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          2  think we can. I think we'll rise to that occasion. I

          3  pray to God we will rise to the occasion.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          5  nobody else, Speaker Quinn.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. There

          7  really is nothing I think I can add beyond what has

          8  been said by everyone who has already spoken about

          9  the tragedy that happened on Saturday morning about

         10  the importance and the urgency of this Council

         11  acting in a responsible and appropriate and thorough

         12  manner.

         13                 I think everyone has expressed the

         14  need for that, clearly in ways that I simply don't

         15  think I could add to in any way.

         16                 I rise to make -- well, the reason I

         17  did rise was to make it clear to all of my

         18  colleagues that that need for action on the part of

         19  this institution has been clearly heard. It was made

         20  very clear today. It was made very, very clear, in

         21  the Democratic Caucus that we had on Monday.

         22                 And since the Democratic Caucus on

         23  Monday, there had been numerous internal discussions

         24  and meetings about how we take the years of

         25  frustrating and tragic experience, how we take the
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          2  frustration that now exists, we take the response to

          3  Saturday's tragedy, how we take all of that and put

          4  it in a framework that this Council can then go out

          5  and dialogue and connect with New Yorkers, and how

          6  we can take that information and the information we

          7  will get New Yorkers and turn that into further

          8  reforms that will hopefully make it so we don't, as

          9  colleagues have said, ever have to have this

         10  conversation or do this again. We, in the next day

         11  or so, we're planning a meeting tomorrow with

         12  leaders of the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus with

         13  the Council members from the area with the Chair of

         14  our Public Safety Committee and the Chair of our

         15  Civil Rights Committee, to review basically a

         16  proposal from the Speaker's Office on how we move

         17  forward. And that proposal has been informed by all

         18  of the thoughtful input we've received from so many

         19  members since the incident occurred this weekend.

         20                 We will share the discussions and the

         21  decisions that are made in that meeting tomorrow

         22  with everyone, later tomorrow or worst case, on

         23  Friday.

         24                 I really just wanted to rise to make

         25  sure all of my colleagues knew that we are doing
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          2  everything we can in the Speaker's Office to listen

          3  carefully and thoughtfully and to take all of the

          4  comments that are raised, the suggestions and the

          5  experiences that have been shared and translate that

          6  into an action plan for this Council and we will be

          7  sharing that with everyone for your further input as

          8  soon as possible.

          9                 I just want to also, again, recognize

         10  the tremendous leadership of Council Members Comrie,

         11  White and Sanders, Jr. You know, they have been

         12  incredibly involved with the Speaker's Office in

         13  helping us figure out, how we as an institution and

         14  the Civil Rights Committee and Public Safety

         15  Committee can move forward to come up with reforms

         16  to try to prevent tragedies like what happened on

         17  Saturday morning, but they have done all of that

         18  while still being incredibly present in their

         19  districts and incredibly supportive of the family,

         20  so I just want to again thank them for all of their

         21  work and all of their resolve, and just, again,

         22  assure all of you that we are hearing all of your

         23  voices loudly and clearly in the Speaker's Office,

         24  and will share in the days ahead a plan of action

         25  for the Council. I think the most important thing
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          2  about that plan for action is that it will have to

          3  be quick in our beginning of it. It cannot be quick

          4  in our completion of it, because there is much, much

          5  work to be done, and that work cannot solely be

          6  informed by what we think and know. It needs to also

          7  be informed by going out and speaking to New Yorkers

          8  in all five boroughs. And that is going to need to

          9  continue over a period of time, over a period of

         10  time which will extend far past the days when this

         11  case will be in the headlines of our newspapers.

         12                 So, thank you, all, for your

         13  commitment and for your willingness to continue this

         14  work in the weeks, months and the years ahead.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         16  nobody else, the Council Meeting of November 29th is

         17  adjourned.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 4:00 p.m.)
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