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RES. NO. 6:
Council Members Avella, Fidler, Foster, Gennaro, Gentile, James, Nelson, Palma, Weprin and White, Jr.

TITLE:
Resolution calling upon the legislature of the State of New York to amend Article 22 of Title VI of the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law to require all insurance companies to provide the New York City Department of Transportation with statistics and other information relating to all motor vehicle accidents occurring on streets and highways within the City of New York.

INTRODUCTION

On June 22, 2006, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Res. No. 6.  Res. No. 6 would call upon the Legislature of the State of New York to amend State law to require insurance companies to provide the New York City Department of Transportation with statistics and other information relating to motor vehicle accidents occurring on streets and highways within New York City.

The Committee has invited the following people to testify at the hearing:  Commissioner Iris Weinshall, New York City Department of Transportation; Commissioner Raymond Kelly, 

New York City Police Department; Commissioner Raymond P. Martinez, New York State Department of Motor Vehicles; Superintendent Gregory V. Serio, New York State Insurance Department; President Benedict P. Morelli, Esq., New York State Trial Lawyers Association; and President Bernard N. Bourdeau, New York Insurance Association.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

According to the Department of Transportation (“DOT”), it receives 1,200 to 1,500 requests annually for additional traffic control devices.  The DOT uses a federal standard, the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (“MUTCD”) to evaluate these requests.  Each year, the DOT approves 150 to 250 requests for additional traffic control devices.

Using the MUTCD, the DOT analyzes several criteria (known as “warrants “ under the MUTCD) at a site when conducting its evaluation.  One criterion that the DOT considers is the number of preventable accidents.  The DOT obtains statistics about accidents at a particular site from the local police precinct.  The local precinct can only provide statistics of accidents that were reported to them.  Many people may not report accidents that they may consider minor, or for other reasons, to the police.  Because of this, the police accident statistics may not accurately gauge the need for a traffic control device at the site.

Many elected official and community groups believe that there are sites that obviously need traffic control devices, but do not get them because the DOT determines the sites do not meet its criteria.  They argue that the DOT’s evaluation is based on accident data from local police precincts, which may not accurately reflect the propensity for accidents at a particular site.  To get an accurate assessment of a site, it is important to get accident information from as many reliable sources as possible.

One possible way to get more accident information is from insurance companies.  To evaluate risk for a particular area and determine premiums, insurance companies keep statistics about motor vehicle accidents.  Although this information would be useful in determining whether a site really needs a traffic control device, there is no requirement under State law that private insurance companies provide these statistics to the City.

This additional accident information would also help the DOT fulfill its mission under the City Charter of, among other things, making rules and regulations for vehicles and pedestrians, determining where to add new traffic control devices, collecting and compiling traffic data about vehicular and pedestrian traffic and preparing analyses of traffic accidents to determine their causes and how to prevent them.

Conclusion

Any additional accident information will help DOT to more accurately evaluate a site for additional traffic control devices.  This information would be helpful for the DOT in many of its other responsibilities, including analyzing traffic accidents in order to prevent future accidents. Because State laws regulate insurance companies, this resolution asks the State Legislature to amend the law to require insurance companies to provide accident statistics to the DOT.







�   New York City Charter §2903.
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