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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Good

          3  afternoon. I am the Majority Leader of the City

          4  Council, and we're going to be starting the

          5  ceremonial portion of today's Stated Council

          6  Meeting.

          7                 I would first like to call up

          8  Councilwoman Yvette Clarke, who is going to be

          9  honoring Carl Williams, founder of the Construction

         10  Company.

         11                 At this point in time I will give the

         12  floor over to Yvette.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Majority Leader.

         15                 I would like to call to join me here

         16  Dr. Keith Williams and Mrs. Dolly Williams.

         17                 We will be honoring Mr. Carl

         18  Williams, who is the powerhouse of this family

         19  today.

         20                 Mr. Carl Williams of A. Williams

         21  Construction of Brooklyn is a self-made man of

         22  humble beginnings.

         23                 He was honored last month by the New

         24  York City Trinidad and Tobago Community on the

         25  occasion of their 42nd Anniversary of Independence.
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          2                 Mr. Williams, a builder and

          3  philanthropist, continues to give up his talents,

          4  not only here in the United States, in his adopted

          5  home land, back home in Trinidad and Tobago, and

          6  most notably, Mr. Williams is currently building the

          7  expansion of the Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn.

          8                 So, without further ado, I guess

          9  we'll have the clerk read the proclamation.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         11  York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is pleased and proud to honor Carl Williams

         14  for his outstanding service to the City and the

         15  community; and

         16                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         17  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

         18  service to the community, whether through

         19  participation in volunteer programs, through unique

         20  personal achievement in their professional or other

         21  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

         22  and

         23                 Whereas: Carl Williams is one such

         24  individual and exemplifies all that is best in

         25  people: generosity and compassion; the development
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          2  of one's character, spirit and talents to better

          3  serve others; and a commitment to the issues and

          4  concerns that most forcefully strengthen the

          5  community in which one lives; and

          6                 Whereas: Carl Williams was born in

          7  Central Trinidad and migrated to the United States

          8  over 33 years ago with his family in search of the

          9  American Dream; and

         10                 Whereas: Mr. Williams began a

         11  construction company 25 years ago with little more

         12  than $5,000. Through perseverance, intelligence and

         13  a tremendous work ethic he has built this into a

         14  multi-million dollar enterprise, and today A.

         15  Williams Construction is one of the preeminent

         16  companies in the field; and

         17                 Whereas: In all that he's

         18  accomplished, Carl Williams has had the loving

         19  support of his family, which includes his wife

         20  Dolly, and children, Dr. Keith Williams and Sally

         21  Williams; and

         22                 Whereas: Involved in numerous

         23  cultural, civic and community organizations around

         24  the borough of Brooklyn, Carl Williams has been the

         25  recipient of many prestigious awards and high
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          2  honors, including: The Contractor of the Year Award;

          3  the U.S. Small Business Administration award; The

          4  Crain's New York Business Contractor of the Year

          5  Award, and a Recognition Award for 20 years of

          6  support for the West Indian-American Day Carnival

          7  Association; and

          8                 Whereas: Carl Williams has truly

          9  enriched us with his contributions and is worthy of

         10  the esteem of all New Yorkers; now, therefore

         11                 Be It Resolved: That the Council of

         12  the City of New York honors Carl Williams for his

         13  exceptional contributions to the City and the

         14  Brooklyn community.

         15                 Signed this 28th day of September in

         16  the year Two Thousand and Four, Yvette Clarke,

         17  Council Member, 40th District, Brooklyn; A. Gifford

         18  Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Keith, you

         20  don't get away like that.

         21                 To Dr. Keith Williams, would you

         22  please say a few words on behalf of your father?

         23                 DR. WILLIAMS: On behalf of my dad,

         24  Carl Williams, I apologize that he's not here today,

         25  but I would like to thank Councilwoman Yvette Clarke
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          2  and the City Council for this award, and we'll keep

          3  up the good work.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

          6                 Would you like to say something,

          7  Commissioner?

          8                 COMMISSIONER: I just want to say

          9  thank you, Yvette, and thank you for Carl. I'm sorry

         10  he couldn't be here.

         11                 And I want to praise the City Council

         12  for a great job that you guys do for the City. Thank

         13  you very much.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

         15                 Mr. Majority Leader.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         17  very much, Council Member Clarke.

         18                 At this point in time we're going to

         19  call on Council Member Addabbo to honor his

         20  individual today.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         22  Joel.

         23                 Good afternoon, everyone.

         24                 Fran Capo has been a positive role

         25  model in my community of Howard Beach and Ozone Park
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          2  in District 32, but he's done a lot also in a very

          3  short period of time.

          4                 Aside from being a professional

          5  stand-up comedian, she is a seven-time author, an

          6  adventurer who just climb Mount Kilimanjaro. She is

          7  a motivational speaker. She has recently entertained

          8  our troops in Okinawa, and she has donated her

          9  winnings from The Weakest Link Game Show to St.

         10  Jude's Hospital. So, I guess she's most popularly

         11  known as the world's fastest-talking female, which I

         12  know a number of my colleagues in the City Council

         13  would love to have that talent, especially when we

         14  have two or three minutes to speak.

         15                 So, at this point I'd like to welcome

         16  up Fran Capo.

         17                 MS. CAPO: Thank you very much.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:

         19  Congratulations.

         20                 Will the clerk please read the

         21  proclamation.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         23  of New York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is proud and pleased to honor Fran Capo for
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          2  her outstanding contributions to culture; and

          3                 Whereas: Fran Capo is a mother, a

          4  novelist, comedienne, adventurer, actress,

          5  motivational speaker and Guinness Book of World

          6  Records holder as the fastest talking female,

          7  clocked at 603.32 words per minute; and

          8                 Whereas: This feisty New Yorker has

          9  been featured on over 1000 radio shows and 250

         10  television shows, including: Entertainment Tonight,

         11  Larry King Live, Good Morning America, Ripley's

         12  Believe It or Not, Inside Edition and CBS This

         13  Morning; and

         14                 Whereas: As a comedienne, Fran Capo

         15  has performed in major comedy clubs and colleges

         16  from Dangerfield's in New York to the Comedy Stop at

         17  the Trop in Las Vegas. With her own novelty rap

         18  record Rappin Mae she toured with LL Cool J and the

         19  Fat Boys; and

         20                 Whereas: Fran Capo is also a

         21  published author who has written books designed to

         22  delight and instruct. Fran's Dare to Do It: How to

         23  Get Publicity Without a Publicist; Humor and

         24  Business Speaking; and How to Break Into Voiceovers

         25  have fast become source books for industry hopefuls;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: Fran Capo is also a

          4  professional motivational speaker for such companies

          5  as Citibank, Walmart, Motorola, Nissan and New York

          6  Life. Her most recent accomplishment was conquering

          7  Mount Kilimanjaro; and

          8                 Whereas: Fran Capo is a true

          9  'Renaissance Woman' who has inspired millions with

         10  her fearless attitude and zest for life. She is a

         11  role model for all people, and it is with deep

         12  gratitude that we honor her accomplishments; now,

         13  therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York honors the inimitable Fran Capo for

         16  her many contributions to our City, state and

         17  nation.

         18                 Signed this 28th day of September in

         19  the year Two Thousand and Four, A. Gifford Miller,

         20  Speaker for the Entire Council; Joseph Addabbo,

         21  Council Member, 32nd District, Queens.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: At this point

         23  in time I believe the Council members would like a

         24  demonstration of your phenomenal skill.

         25                 MS. CAPO: Okay. Well, first of all, I
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          2  figured -- I want to thank you very much. And when I

          3  was told I only had a minute to speak I figured,

          4  well, a minute, that's a lot of words for me, I

          5  could do a lot in a minute.

          6                 Before I give the demonstration, I

          7  just want to say one thing as far as everything I've

          8  ever done in my life, I want to thank my mom who is

          9  here with me, because she taught me that nothing is

         10  impossible, okay?

         11                 And, so, I've lived that philosophy,

         12  and I will now do a demonstration of what I call, as

         13  a stand-up at the end of my show I always do Evelyn

         14  Wood Reading for Kids, A Bedtime Story.

         15                 Okay, kids, mommy is going to read

         16  you the "Three Little Pigs."

         17                 (Fast-talking demonstration.)

         18                 Thank you very much. And remember,

         19  live everyday as if it's your last, and one day

         20  you'll be right, okay?

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: That's

         22  phenomenal. That's phenomenal. Thank you.

         23                 At this point in time I'd like to

         24  call upon Council Member James Sanders, Jr. to come

         25  forward. He has a phenomenal presentation of some
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          2  youngsters from his district.

          3                 The honorable James Sanders, Jr.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: My friends,

          5  why don't you call come around here. Don't be shy.

          6  No, somebody come on this side, too. We're going to

          7  balance this. We're going to balance this. Come on

          8  over here.

          9                 Mr. Coach, you're over here with me.

         10                 All right, a few more seconds.

         11  Parents, don't be shy. This is your moment, too. You

         12  got them up this far, why not?

         13                 My Deputy Speaker, I'm very proud to

         14  be here today representing the Rockaway portion of

         15  my district, and a team called "The Ravens."

         16                 There is a team that is much feared

         17  in their division for sweeping everything, for

         18  having no mercy to the competition, for having a

         19  gentlemanly approach but a warrior spirit on the

         20  field. These people collectively known as Ravens,

         21  have not only swept their division but they have

         22  swept the City's charts and have become the number

         23  one team in their division.

         24                 With that as a beginning, I was

         25  questioning how many wanted to be the Mayor. They
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          2  didn't want to be the Mayor so much, they wanted to

          3  begin as the President and work their way up.

          4                 I was grateful that they didn't want

          5  to be a Councilperson because I suspect that any of

          6  them could have beaten me any day of the week.

          7                 Having said that, sir, I'm very

          8  grateful that you've taken a moment out to recognize

          9  this great team, and I will let the coach say

         10  something for a hot second.

         11                 Come on in here.

         12                 COACH: I would like to say thank you,

         13  Councilman Sanders, Chief of Staff Ms. Duncan,

         14  everyone in attendance today. I'm extremely proud,

         15  extremely proud of our kids and our community. When

         16  we started we had very little and these kids

         17  overcame more obstacles and showed their great

         18  talent and skill on the field, and they conducted

         19  themselves as champions on the field and off the

         20  field in school and at home.

         21                 Words can't express how I feel right

         22  now. I'm just extremely proud of these children in

         23  the community and all the support that we had. I

         24  just say thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you
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          2  very much.

          3                 I believe that we're going to hear a

          4  proclamation read right around now.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

          6  New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is proud and pleased to recognize the

          9  Rockaway Ravens Sports, Inc. for its outstanding

         10  contributions to the City and the Queens community,

         11  and to honor the Rockaway Ravens for their inspired

         12  playing on the football field; and

         13                 Whereas: Founded in 2002, The

         14  Rockaway Ravens Sports, Inc. is a non-profit

         15  organization that provides youth in the Rockaway

         16  community with an environment in which to interact

         17  meaningfully and socially with others, and improve

         18  themselves by becoming more respectful, confident

         19  and responsible individuals; and

         20                 Whereas: Today we also honor the

         21  Rockaway Ravens Football Team, a group of young

         22  people whose love for the game is inspiring. The

         23  Four Ravens teams playing for the Rockaway's are:

         24  Peanuts, Junior Pee Wees; Pee Wees; and Midgets.

         25  These teams are often led to victory by enthusiastic
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          2  cheerleaders; and

          3                 Whereas: This is the third year that

          4  Rockaway Ravens Sports is helping the children of

          5  Rockaway to build team spirit and learn the

          6  fundamentals of football. The children are very

          7  spirited, hardworking and have a true passion for

          8  playing the game of football. This is evident in the

          9  Ravens' record; they made it to the finals the first

         10  year and the second year the Pee Wee division took

         11  the championship; and

         12                 Whereas: The heart shown by these

         13  kids is really something special. They show up ready

         14  to play despite rain, freezing weather or

         15  snowstorms, and their commitment speaks highly not

         16  just of their focus but off all the hard work done

         17  on behalf of the coaches and staff; and

         18                 Whereas: The Rockaway Ravens Sports,

         19  Inc. has helped teach children the value of

         20  teamwork. It has shown that sport is not just a way

         21  to have fun: it is a basis for foundation building

         22  and goal achieving. The organization helps children

         23  stay focused on the word T.E.A.M., which means

         24  "Together Everyone Achieves More"; and

         25                 Whereas: At a time when we honor
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          2  those citizens who offer stability, direction, and

          3  enhancement to their communities through continuous

          4  service that seeks no recognition or reward, we are

          5  enriched by the presence and achievements of The

          6  Rockaway Ravens Sports, Inc.; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York honors The Rockaway Ravens Sports,

          9  Inc. and congratulates all members of the Ravens'

         10  football teams for their fine play on the football

         11  field.

         12                 Signed this 28th day of September in

         13  the year Two Thousand and Four, A. Gifford Miller,

         14  Speaker for the Entire Council; James Sanders, Jr.,

         15  Council Member, 31st District, Queens.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Well, I look

         17  forward to seeing all of these youngsters on Monday

         18  Night Football in the next couple of years. And

         19  don't forget us little people when you do make it up

         20  there and contribute back to the City.

         21                 Back to you, James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Repeat after

         23  me Ravens!

         24                 A little bit louder. I wan that wall

         25  to rock. I want those people to fall off.
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          2                 Ravens!

          3                 Now, you're talking. I'll stop there.

          4  Congratulations to you all. Smile to your cameras,

          5  my friends. Get used to that.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 All right, let's go back into that

          8  room.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Roll call.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Present.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

                                                            20

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Present.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

         17  present. At this point in time I would like to call

         18  upon Reverend Canon L. Franklin Reid, from St.

         19  Luke's Episcopal Church.

         20                 Please rise for the Invocation.

         21                 REVEREND CANON L. FRANKLIN REID: Let

         22  us pray.

         23                 Almighty God, our Heavenly Father,

         24  send down upon those who hold office in the State

         25  and City the spirit of wisdom, charity and justice,
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          2  that with steadfast purpose they may faithfully

          3  serve in their offices, to promote the well-being of

          4  all people.

          5                 We pray for the City of New York

          6  renew the ties of mutual regard which form our civic

          7  life. Send us honest and able leaders; enable us to

          8  eliminate poverty, prejudice and oppression; that

          9  peace may prevail with righteousness and justice

         10  with order; that men and women from different

         11  cultures and with different talents may find with

         12  one another the fulfillment of their humanity.

         13                 We commend to your gracious care and

         14  keeping all the men and women of armed forces at

         15  home and abroad, defend them day-by-day with your

         16  Heavenly presence.

         17                 Finally, we pray for the islands of

         18  the sea, in particular the nation of Antigua and

         19  Barbuda being honored today.

         20                 Grant that your presence and power

         21  may be known throughout this land; save us from

         22  violence, discard and confusion from pride and

         23  arrogance, and from every evil way.

         24                 Imbue with the spirit of wisdom those

         25  to whom in Thy name we entrust the authority of
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          2  government, that there may be justice and peace at

          3  home, and that through obedience to die law we may

          4  sure for Thy praise among the nations of the earth

          5  for the sake of Jesus Christ, our merciful and

          6  righteous judge, amen.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          8  very much, Reverend.

          9                 At this point in time I call upon

         10  Council Member Seabrook to spread the invocation.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 And may I make a motion that the

         14  invocation be spread in full throughout this body

         15  and throughout this City and throughout this nation.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         18                 At this point in time I'd like to

         19  call upon Speaker Gifford Miller.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, if I

         21  can have your attention for just a moment?

         22                 We have two very special guests from

         23  United States Allies and Friends Abroad, and I'd

         24  like to bring them forward. So we're going to

         25  suspend the rules for just a moment, while we bring
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          2  in the first of our guests at this time. Just give

          3  us one moment.

          4                 My colleagues, we are very pleased

          5  and privileged to be joined today by the Prime

          6  Minister of the great State of Ukraine, Kostyantyn

          7  Gryshchenko.

          8                 Foreign Minister Gryshchenko has an

          9  extraordinary record of service to Ukraine and to

         10  Ukrainian citizens, and has done an enormous amount

         11  to advance the cause of bilateral United States, the

         12  Ukranian relations, as well as in particular to

         13  support the growing and important Diasporic

         14  community of Ukrainian Americans that are here in

         15  this great City.

         16                 He also has the right to call himself

         17  a great New Yorker, having spent a number of years

         18  over during his life, even as a young boy and the

         19  attachment to the United Nations in his career here

         20  in New York. And we are very pleased to have him

         21  here with us and we would be grateful if the clerk

         22  would read the proclamation.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         24  York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to honor Kostyantyn

          3  Gryshchenko for his many years of outstanding

          4  diplomatic service; and

          5                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          6  great privilege of the New York City Council to

          7  recognize those individuals who have made great

          8  personal and professional contributions to the

          9  fruitful development of political economical and

         10  cultural relations with the United States of

         11  American, and today we are immensely proud to honor

         12  Kostyantyn Gryshchenko for his contributions to

         13  mutual understanding between our country and

         14  Ukraine; and

         15                 Whereas: Since beginning his career

         16  as a diplomat over twenty five years ago, His

         17  Excellency Kostyantyn Gryshchenko has been committed

         18  to the idea of strengthening Ukrainian diplomacy and

         19  Ukrainian foreign policy and has done everything

         20  within his power to achieve the establishment of

         21  partnership relations between Ukraine and the United

         22  States of America; and

         23                 Whereas: His Excellency Kostyantyn

         24  Gryshchenko is committed to providing favorable

         25  conditions for the huge Ukrainian Diasporic
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          2  community of New York City and for all Ukrainians

          3  who live in New York; and

          4                 Whereas: Throughout his truly

          5  distinguished career as former Honorable Ambassador

          6  of Ukraine to the United States, and Honorable

          7  Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, His

          8  Excellency Kostyantyn Gryshchenko has achieved

          9  well-earned respect within the business and

         10  political circles of the United States; and

         11                 Whereas: Over the years Kostyantyn

         12  Gryshchenko has demonstrated the virtues of

         13  professional, effective leadership and has inspired

         14  others by his example, now, therefore

         15                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         16  City of New York honors Kostyantyn Gryshchenko for

         17  years of dedication and excellence in the field of

         18  Diplomacy.

         19                 Signed this 28th day of September in

         20  the year Two Thousand and Four, A. Gifford Miller,

         21  Speaker for the Entire Council.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. Minister, thank

         23  you so much for being here with us, and we would be

         24  very pleased if you would say a few words.

         25                 HIS EXCELLENCY KOSTYANTYN
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          2  GRYSHCHENKO: Honorable Speaker, honorable members of

          3  the City Hall, for me it's a great honor and

          4  privilege, not only because I feel myself a true New

          5  Yorker, because my childhood was spent to a large

          6  degree here, but because I also believe that the

          7  community of various ethnical origins coming from

          8  Ukraine to this great City are doing a great job of

          9  improving and furthering the great ideas that were

         10  at the foundation of this great City.

         11                 I would like to invite all of you to

         12  Ukraine at the time of your convenience so that we

         13  can further strengthen this relationship.

         14                 Thank you so much for this

         15  proclamation and I will cherish it for the rest of

         16  my life.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         19                 I just want to note that we do have

         20  one Council Member of Ukrainian descent,

         21  Councilwoman Melinda Katz, who is in our body. So,

         22  we actually have a Ukrainian-American here in this

         23  great City Council.

         24                 And we would like, since you are a

         25  New Yorker, of course, to take home a little piece
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          2  of New York, the Big Apple, crystal apple, with our

          3  compliments. Thank you so much.

          4                 HIS EXCELLENCY KOSTYANTYN

          5  GRYSHCHENKO: Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: We also are very

          7  privileged to have another extraordinary diplomat

          8  and great world leader who is here with us today,

          9  and I want to particularly thank Council Member

         10  Larry Seabrook for bringing the Foreign Minister of

         11  Antigua here, Harold Lavelle, here today. And I'd

         12  like to ask Councilman Seabrook to say a few words

         13  and to welcome him.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         15  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         16                 As you know, we have had a tremendous

         17  amount of deaths in the Caribbean islands. And so

         18  today we come here knowing what has happened, but

         19  we're here today for a historical event, because for

         20  28 years in Antigua and Barbuda, there was a family

         21  that basically, and Leroy was there, a family, the

         22  Bird family, who had basically run the government

         23  for many years.

         24                 But a young man who was a part of

         25  labor, organized labor, and for the first time was
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          2  able to defeat this incumbent and change Antigua and

          3  Barbuda.

          4                 The Prime Minister was supposed to be

          5  here today, but he could not be here because of the

          6  impact of those in Miami who are from Antigua and

          7  Barbuda.

          8                 And, so, we wanted to present this

          9  proclamation to the government, and so it can at

         10  least bring a sense of goodwill and happiness for

         11  what has taken place in the Caribbean Islands, and

         12  there are so many of us who are of Caribbean descent

         13  here in this body. And, so, it is my pleasure to

         14  make this presentation, along with the Speaker, to

         15  Mr. Lavelle, who is here representing the

         16  government, and also to talk a little bit about that

         17  beautiful island in Antigua, and Barbuda.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Larry. We

         19  did indeed have a proclamation prepared for the

         20  Prime Minister, and we'd like if the clerk could

         21  read this so we can present it to the Foreign

         22  Minister on his behalf.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         25  of New York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to welcome Prime

          4  Minister Baldwin Spencer to New York, and to honor

          5  him for his distinguished contributions to the

          6  political life of Antigua and Barbuda; and

          7                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

          8  proud to welcome Hon. Baldwin Spencer to our great

          9  City. In March of this year, Mr. Spencer and his

         10  United Progressive Party won a landslide victory in

         11  his country's general elections; and

         12                 Whereas: This victory proved a

         13  watershed moment in Antiguan history, as it brought

         14  to an end the political dynasty of the Bird Family

         15  which had dominated Antiguan politics for more than

         16  half a century; and

         17                 Whereas: Voter turnout was higher

         18  than 90 percent in some constituencies, and this

         19  reveals that the country was ready for a great

         20  change politically. With his commitment to fighting

         21  corruption, reducing unemployment and making

         22  education a priority, Prime Minister Spencer is

         23  poised to do great things for all the people of

         24  Antigua and Barbuda; and

         25                 Whereas: A lifelong labor activist,
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          2  Baldwin Spencer's political and social philosophy

          3  wee forged in the working class community of Green

          4  Bay where he was born; and

          5                 Whereas: With his dynamic and

          6  insightful leadership, Prime Minister Baldwin

          7  Spencer continues to enrich and expand the

          8  opportunities for the people of Antigua and Barbuda,

          9  and he is a true credit to all people of West Indian

         10  heritage; now, therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors Honorable Baldwin Spencer

         13  for distinguished service to his country, and

         14  welcomes him to our great City. Signed this 28th day

         15  of September in the year Two Thousand and Four, A.

         16  Gifford Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council;

         17  Larry B. Seabrook, Council Member, 12th District,

         18  Bronx.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are indeed honored

         20  to have you here with us, Foreign Minister Lavelle,

         21  on behalf of the Prime Minister, and thank you on

         22  behalf of all of the citizens of New York,

         23  particularly those of Caribbean descent and from the

         24  islands of Antigua and Barbuda, and we'd like to

         25  give this to you, Foreign Minister, an apple, as a
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          2  token of our appreciation for your efforts on behalf

          3  of all of the efforts between our great country.

          4                 Thank you for being here, and we'd be

          5  honored if you would say a few words.

          6                 PRIME MINISTER LAVELLE: Thank you

          7  very much, Mr. Speaker, honorable members.

          8  Particularly I would like to recognize Councilman

          9  Seabrook for taking this important initiative.

         10                 Antigua and Barbuda and the great

         11  City of New York have a long historical tradition of

         12  friendship, and we see this proclamation as helping

         13  to further the ties and bonds of friendship between

         14  our small nation, and this great City.

         15                 We wish to let you know also, and I

         16  will say this in my capacity as Minister of Tourism,

         17  that Antigua has 365 wonderful beaches, and we would

         18  be more than happy, in fact we would be proud, if

         19  any of you distinguished members of this great House

         20  were to come to Antigua to visit us. You're invited

         21  to come individually, or we would be happy if you

         22  came as say a conference group where we would be --

         23  and, so, I would like to extend that very warm

         24  welcome to each and every one of you.

         25                 But in closing, I would just like to
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          2  note that there are over 50,000 Antiguans and

          3  Barbudans living in the city and the tristate area

          4  generally, and what's significant also to us is the

          5  fact that more than 25 percent of Antigua's

          6  population is an immigrant population. And we know

          7  that New York City is a city of immigrants, and I

          8  believe you have demonstrated to the world the

          9  enormous creativity and dynamism that can come where

         10  you have a melting pot of cultures.

         11                 And, so, to that extent, we take a

         12  great example from you, the great people of New York

         13  City, and we wish to say thank you very much for

         14  this important proclamation and I shall present it

         15  to the Honorable Baldwin Spencer on your behalf and

         16  express to him your good wishes.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         19                 If I could ask my colleagues to rise

         20  with me, I'd like to begin this meeting in memory of

         21  and in dedication to Detectives Robert Parker and

         22  Patrick Rafferty, who gave their lives so that New

         23  Yorkers could be protected and safe and whose

         24  supreme sacrifice will never be forgotten by the

         25  people of this Council or the people of this City.
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          2                 If you'll join me in a moment of

          3  silence.

          4                 (Moment of Silence.)

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          7  the Minutes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         10  Papers from the Mayor.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         12  216.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: State and Federal

         14  Legislation.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 217.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, ordered,

         17  printed and filed.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 218.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         20  Elections.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         22  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 219, on page

         24  two through M 233 on page three.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          3  and Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          6  Call-Ups.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 234.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  Call-Up vote.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 236, M 236.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Also coupled on the

         12  Call-Up vote.

         13                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         14  call the roll on all items coupled on the Call-Up

         15  vote.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Continuation

          8  of roll call, please.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, with the permission of my colleagues, I'd

         22  like to vote aye, and also aye on all Land Use

         23  Call-Ups, Coupled General Orders and Resolutions.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         10  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 51 in the

         11  affirmative, and zero in the negative.

         12                 Communication from the Speaker.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we are

         14  doing a number of important pieces of legislation

         15  today, and I'd like to give some of the sponsors an

         16  opportunity to say a few words just to frame the

         17  issue.

         18                 The first very important piece of

         19  legislation that we're doing today, we do -- sadly,

         20  this legislation comes too late for Jody Lane and

         21  for others who have been affected by stray voltage

         22  in our City's streets.

         23                 Council Member Margarita Lopez has

         24  sponsored legislation that we're passing today which

         25  will require for the first time DOT to inspect
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          2  randomly sites and also to do supervision of exactly

          3  what's happening with our electricity service

          4  providers.

          5                 I'd like to give Council Member Lopez

          6  an opportunity to say a few words on this subject.

          7                 Council Member Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you, Mr.

          9  Speaker.

         10                 At this moment, I would like to thank

         11  each and every one of the members of the Council who

         12  signed to this important legislation. I just want to

         13  refresh the memories of people in here in regard of

         14  why is it that today we are passing this

         15  legislation.

         16                 If you remember, last winter Jody

         17  Lane was tragically killed on the streets of my

         18  district due to a stray voltage electricity on the

         19  street.

         20                 This legislation came as a result of

         21  that tragic death.

         22                 Today the Council has responded to

         23  that particular tragedy and to future tragedies that

         24  can happen in here.

         25                 I want to let people know that the
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          2  City Council is coming to the plate to say this is

          3  how we're going to handle the problem of a stray

          4  voltage on the streets of New York, protecting our

          5  citizens and protecting them from not being hurt or

          6  harmed.

          7                 This legislation will be in place to

          8  make sure that Con Edison and any utility in the

          9  area of New York City will have to inspect the

         10  equipment yearly, file a report, and after that is

         11  done, repairs the need to be done need to be

         12  performed, and the Department of Transportation will

         13  monitor the work that Con Edison or any of the

         14  utilities will have to do.

         15                 In conclusion, I want to profusely

         16  thank Council Member Peter Vallone, Council Member

         17  Nelson, for being my partners in this and for being

         18  so willing to fight back this injustice.

         19                 I want also to let know the family of

         20  Jody Lane and her partner, that her life will be

         21  forever remembered as a woman that contribute to the

         22  safety of us in this City.

         23                 Last, but not less important, I want

         24  to congratulate Ms. Schwartz, who drafted this

         25  legislation for us, the lawyer from the
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          2  Transportation Committee, and to the Chair of the

          3  Committee for passing this legislation.

          4                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And I ask

          5  everyone to vote for this important legislation

          6  today.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          9  Member Lopez, for your leadership on the subject.

         10                 And another item of concern, in terms

         11  of safety for pedestrians and for motorists and for

         12  New Yorkers on City streets is the problem of drag

         13  racing which is significant in this City.

         14                 Council Member Vallone has sponsored

         15  legislation in order to stiffen the penalties for

         16  this terrible, terrible crime, which recklessly

         17  endangers people, and particularly young people, in

         18  New York, and those who just happen to be using the

         19  streets at the same time.

         20                 I'd like to ask Council Member

         21  Vallone to say a few words on the subject as well.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         23  Mr. Speaker.

         24                 Today we are giving the police the

         25  tools they need to stop drag racing. We are doubling
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          2  the penalties, and we'll be making the law much

          3  easier to enforce. Hopefully we're able to eradicate

          4  this before any more lives are lost. And we're doing

          5  so much good work today because of Council members

          6  like Lopez and McMahon and Liu and Nelson and

          7  everyone in this room. Today the City Council is

          8  moving towards a time when we can walk the streets

          9  without fear of drag races, or exploding manhole

         10  covers, without fear of electrocution, and without

         11  being harassed by pocket-rockets or car alarms.

         12                 So, thank you all for your good work.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         14  Member Vallone.

         15                 We also have a serious problem on our

         16  City's streets associated with scooters, illegal

         17  scooters, that particularly young people use and

         18  that terrorize communities, and, unfortunately, have

         19  resulted in the death of at least one young person

         20  in the City, and endanger, of course, the lives of

         21  many others.

         22                 The Council is also stiffening

         23  prosecution of this type of illegal device, because

         24  surprisingly, despite the fact that people operate

         25  these scooters on the streets of our City, it's
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          2  legal to sell them to people to operate on the

          3  streets of our City, which makes absolutely no sense

          4  at least to this body, and I'd like to thank and ask

          5  Council Member Mike McMahon to say a few words on

          6  this subject as well.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Speaker. Again, thank you for your leadership on

          9  this issue.

         10                 As I said earlier today, we began

         11  looking at this more of a quality of life concern.

         12  Neighbors and neighborhoods bothered by the noise

         13  and the commotion caused by predominantly young

         14  children who are swarming through our neighborhoods

         15  like a plague of locust. And we soon realized that

         16  it was also an issue of life and death.

         17                 Sadly, this was brought home to us

         18  this July 29th by the incident with the young man in

         19  Queens in Council Member Gennaro's district when a

         20  life was lost and we acted perhaps too slowly.

         21                 But in any event the Council

         22  recognizes this danger and we're here today to pass

         23  this law, which will strengthen our fight to get

         24  these scooters and pocket-rockets off our City, and

         25  also allow us to stop their sale at the point of
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          2  origin.

          3                 I believe it is madness to think that

          4  you can drive around on an 18 inch high mini

          5  motorcycle or a racer scooter with an engine on the

          6  back in the streets of the City of New York and not

          7  take your own life into your hands or threaten the

          8  safety and lives of others.

          9                 I don't understand the

         10  Administration's opposition to this bill at this

         11  time, but hopefully they will change their opinion.

         12  In any event, I ask each and every one of my

         13  colleagues to vote to this bill to make sure that

         14  the incident that occurred does not happen again.

         15                 I thank Chairman Liu, Peter Vallone,

         16  my co-sponsor Mitch Schwarz, and all of the Council

         17  members who have sponsored this bill. Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         19  Member McMahon.

         20                 Another important piece of

         21  legislation that we're doing today is we're

         22  overriding the Mayor's ill-considered veto of our

         23  car alarm legislation.

         24                 Earlier this year the Mayor announced

         25  a package of proposals to deal with the problem of
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          2  noise in our City and we certainly welcome him to

          3  the battle to make our streets a little more silent,

          4  a little fainter.

          5                 But one terrible problem that this

          6  City faces is the problem of car alarms.

          7                 Every New Yorker, it would seem, has

          8  been woken at least once or twice and often many

          9  more times than that by car alarms that refuse to

         10  turn off. We know what kinds of car alarms cause the

         11  greatest problem, and that is, in particular, car

         12  alarms that aren't legal right now. It is illegal to

         13  have a car alarm in this City that goes on for

         14  longer than three minutes, or that is so sensitive

         15  so that it will go off by the slightest vibration.

         16  And, yet, it is still currently legal to install

         17  these alarms in the City of New York, which doesn't

         18  make any sense.

         19                 This legislation would simply close

         20  that loophole. Whatever legal mumbo jumbo the Mayor

         21  has come up with to justify his veto in here doesn't

         22  make any sense I think to average New Yorkers who

         23  think that if something is illegal to have, it

         24  shouldn't be legal to install.

         25                 I'd like to thank the sponsor,
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          2  Councilman John Liu, for his leadership on this, and

          3  give him the opportunity to say a few words on this

          4  subject as well.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Speaker.

          7                 It does make no sense whatsoever that

          8  in a full-blown initiative to address noise problems

          9  in this City, that the Mayor and the Administration

         10  failed to address the blaring car alarms that wake

         11  up people at all hours of the night.

         12                 It doesn't make sense that he vetoed

         13  our bill. What does make sense is that under your

         14  leadership and that of Environmental Chairman Jim

         15  Gennaro, that we are going ahead and overriding this

         16  bill to address this, one of the leading causes of

         17  complaints from New Yorkers throughout the City.

         18  Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay. And that

         20  concludes the communication from me, the Speaker.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Moskowitz, would you like to submit your

         23  vote?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Yes, if I

         25  could vote aye on all. Thank you very much.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 Discussion of General Orders.

          4                 Council Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 I would like to encourage my

          8  colleagues to correct a mistake we made the first

          9  time around by voting in favor of turning our park

         10  land into use for a water filtration plant.

         11                 We made a mistake the last time, and

         12  we should correct that today.

         13                 I am encouraging us to vote against

         14  pre-considered Reso 594. The Independent Budget

         15  Office was trying to get information from DEP to

         16  determine whether this was an environmentally sound

         17  project, and I get sick and tired of people bringing

         18  jobs to our community, when in fact the environment

         19  is a larger issue than jobs. Because you will not

         20  enjoy a job if your lungs are filled with pollution.

         21                 So, we want, the least the City

         22  Council could have done is voted against this, and

         23  let's wait for the Independent Budget Office to make

         24  their determination. Then we would have more time

         25  and more information to see if this project is safe
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          2  for the low-income, black, Latino and Asian

          3  community.

          4                 I think it's time for us to take the

          5  responsibility to protect our citizens and use the

          6  Independent Budget Office to get this information,

          7  vote no, delay the vote and let's just do the right

          8  thing so we could protect the City from developers

          9  who are only looking at dollars and not looking at

         10  people's health.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please. Quiet, please. Quiet, please.

         14                 Council Member Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Mr. Speaker,

         16  and my colleagues, Mayor Bloomberg has sent this

         17  project to us now for the second time, it is to

         18  construct a billion dollar plus filtration plant in

         19  Van Cortlandt Park in my district.

         20                 The more I look at this project, the

         21  more I am convinced that it is insane. To build a

         22  plant, to dig an 80-foot hole, alienate 48 acres of

         23  park land, to build a plant which will have

         24  ancillary facilities around the community, and a

         25  pipe to take the sludge to the South Bronx, when
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          2  this plant can be built above ground at a City-owned

          3  site a few miles to the north in Westchester,

          4  disrupting no substantial community, whereas in the

          5  Bronx it disrupts a community of over 25,000 people

          6  who live immediately adjacent to this project, with

          7  thousands of trucks, and dust and pollution during

          8  construction and after construction as well.

          9                 This project makes no sense being

         10  built here.

         11                 We can have water filtration and a

         12  safe project, and I dare say a cheaper project.

         13                 In fact, the original draft

         14  environmental impact statement that we forced them

         15  to put out said that Westchester would be cheaper,

         16  and then they took the books. And I can show you how

         17  they took the books, but I can't do it in two

         18  minutes, to say that the Bronx would be cheaper.

         19  It's not true.

         20                 There are no jobs in this project of

         21  a substantial number for the Bronx. There is no

         22  project labor agreement. And while there may be

         23  Bronx locals who will get the work, those locals

         24  include mostly workers who don't live in the Bronx.

         25  So there are no substantial jobs. That's a Red
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          2  Herring.

          3                 This is a project being built in the

          4  wrong place, at the wrong time. And let me say this,

          5  ladies and gentlemen, if it wasn't being built in my

          6  district, if it was built in Central Park, in the

          7  districts of those members who have constituents

          8  around Central Park, it would not be built because

          9  those remembers would not return here.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Thank you, Council member.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: This project

         14  is only being built in this location because it's a

         15  population that you think it can run over with a

         16  steamroller. Well, it shouldn't be so. All your

         17  water rates are going to go up --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  member, I have to ask you --

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: -- As a

         21  result. I urge a no vote on the memorandum of

         22  understanding.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         24                 Council Member Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I also wish to speak on this

          4  proposal. And in deference to my good friend and

          5  colleague, Oliver Koppell, who participated in a

          6  very significant way, and I think made this a better

          7  process and was there throughout the entire process,

          8  and to my knowledge, Council Member Barron did not

          9  participate in any of the hearings on this, but I

         10  will say that with respect to Council Member

         11  Koppell, I think that the actions that have been

         12  brought by him and by the advocates for this

         13  project, have made it a better process. I think the

         14  supplemental EIS was beneficial. I think that all

         15  the money allocated for Bronx parks as a result of

         16  this agreement is certainly a good thing. And as

         17  Chair of this Committee, and before that, as a

         18  Policy Advisor to the Environmental Committee for

         19  the last many, many years, I'm very familiar with

         20  this project, and everything that's been done over

         21  the last decade to make sure that we reach this day

         22  today. And you can all rest assured that all the

         23  various filtration plant sites have been considered

         24  by DEP, and they've all had positive elements and

         25  they've all had negative elements, and nonetheless
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          2  the City needs to build a facility to filter

          3  drinking water from the Croton system and there are

          4  no two ways about it. The issue becomes which of the

          5  alternative sites have on balance the most positive

          6  elements and the fewest negatives, and I am

          7  persuaded that the Mosholu site in Van Cortlandt

          8  Park is this site. And I've concluded this based on

          9  what I believe to be compelling evidence, as

         10  compared to the other sites. Mosholu site provides

         11  for superior water quality, water system

         12  dependability and water supply security.

         13                 Also the City's commitment, as I

         14  said, to over $200 million in Bronx projects, parks

         15  projects only adds further to support for the

         16  Mosholu site selection, and I urge my colleague to

         17  join me in supporting this in a yes vote.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please. Quiet, please. Please be quiet.

         21                 Council Member Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         23  Madam Chair.

         24                 I'm rising to speak on the item on LU

         25  143, Reso 598. These are properties that are going
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          2  to be disposed in my district, and I want to share

          3  with my colleagues in the Council the happy news

          4  about why we're going to do this.

          5                 This is a series of properties that

          6  were taken by my community when they were abandoned

          7  by the landlords that used to own them, but by not

          8  paying taxes the City was forced to take over them.

          9                 As a result of my community activism,

         10  they took them and convert them in places in which

         11  culture was brought to our community.

         12                 Today I'm pleased to say that thank

         13  you to the Commissioner of HPD, the Assistant

         14  Commissioner Luisa Ragon (phonetic), the Mayor of

         15  the City of New York, and my community in general,

         16  we are able to create a cultural district in my

         17  community on 4th Street, where we were going to have

         18  seven properties dedicated to the enhancement and

         19  development of the arts with three new places where

         20  Latino art will be exposed and presented in the

         21  front of theaters, where African-American and

         22  African-Caribbean dancers will be exposed and

         23  presented, where our children will be able to go

         24  there and learn and be educated about all these

         25  forms of art. We also are going to have two new
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          2  places in there, of film makers who are making it in

          3  New York. Those two new places will exhibit new film

          4  making in our City. One of them is Latino-based, and

          5  the other one is a European-American base. In other

          6  words, we're going to have an incredible full

          7  cultural inclusion of the cultures in my district,

          8  and I am very proud to announce that today, and I

          9  hope that you vote yes on the disposition of this

         10  land and these items.

         11                 And I want to invite you from a year

         12  from now to come and enjoy the presentation of

         13  Lavidad Sueno (in Spanish.) Bye-bye.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         17  Madam. Chair.

         18                 Madam Chair, I rise to commend

         19  leadership of Council Member McMahon, Intro. 98-A.

         20  It is an important bill that I encourage my

         21  colleagues to support, it's a safety issue, it's a

         22  quality of life issue, and more importantly, Madam

         23  Advocate, as we hear that we want the Police

         24  Department to enforce and confiscate these scooters,

         25  these mini-motorcycles, it's virtually impossible,
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          2  it also becomes a matter of safety.

          3                 We don't want the Police Department

          4  chasing after these scooters and these

          5  mini-motorcycles which could easily cause an

          6  accident, and on the other hand, many of our seniors

          7  have complained for years that they are at risk on

          8  the sidewalk by these scooters and these

          9  mini-motorcycles.

         10                 So, I want to again commend the

         11  leadership of Council Member McMahon, and encourage

         12  my colleagues to vote in favor of this important

         13  bill, that will tremendously improve the quality of

         14  life in our streets and our community, especially

         15  during the hot summertime.

         16                 It is not just enough for the stores

         17  to say that if you buy this vehicle, you cannot use

         18  it in New York City. We have to prohibit the sale of

         19  the scooters and these mini-motorcycles to make our

         20  streets safer.

         21                 Thank you, Madam Chair. And thank

         22  you, Council Member McMahon.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very
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          2  much, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 At this point in time I would like to

          4  talk about the proposed MOU that we'll be voting on

          5  today.

          6                 I want to make reference to the fact

          7  that we are under a federal mandate, a court order,

          8  to develop a water filtration plant to filter our

          9  water supply.

         10                 We have an obligation to do so, so

         11  that way we can protect the 800,000 people that will

         12  benefit from the water filtration plant.

         13                 This has been a very long and

         14  drawn-out issue, very charged with people from

         15  opposite sides obviously debating the cause. And

         16  this has been an issue that we debated many times

         17  within this body, and as Chair of the Committee on

         18  State and Federal Legislation, we've held four

         19  extensive public hearings. We've had public

         20  testimony from both sides of the table coming

         21  forward and presenting their case, on part of the

         22  process that we've had --

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         24  please.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: It has been an
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          2  open process. It has been an honest process. It's

          3  been a process where we have been able to

          4  disseminate the information and look at all the

          5  testimony. And I'm proud of the fact that the

          6  Committee today, was able to look over all the

          7  information and decided to vote aye on this MOU.

          8                 Now, why must we do this? As I stated

          9  earlier, we are under federal mandate. At the same

         10  time, we have other reasons why this needs to be

         11  done. We need to make sure that the site that is

         12  picked is the best utilized site possible.

         13                 The site that we're going to be

         14  voting on today is a site that in many ways will

         15  benefit the Borough of the Bronx, in terms of job

         16  creation. In the community where we have double

         17  digit unemployment, we need to provide for a job

         18  creation program to ensure that our future

         19  generations will be able to put food on their plate,

         20  clothing on their backs, and be able to pay their

         21  rents.

         22                 We need to be able to make sure that

         23  we continue to beautify our neighborhoods, and I'm

         24  proud of the fact that we fought and we were able to

         25  obtain $243 million to beautify our communities.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          3  Council member.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Very quickly,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Many people said this was a bribe.

          7  This is not a bribe. What this is, this is an effort

          8  to beautify and revitalize our communities. Our

          9  children will be playing in revitalized park land.

         10  Our children will breathe fresher air because $10

         11  million --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         13  Council member.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: -- Is going to

         15  go toward planting seeds in the community, and that

         16  in itself will filter our air pollution.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  member, I have to ask you please --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: That is what

         20  we're going to be doing.

         21                 I urge all members here today to vote

         22  aye on the MOU.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

         25  quiet. Please be quiet.
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          2                 I'm going to have to ask you all to

          3  limit your comments to two minutes, because once one

          4  of you goes over, all the rest seem to follow.

          5                 So, Council Member Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

          7                 As head of the Bronx Delegation, I,

          8  too, urge you to vote for the Memorandum of

          9  Understanding to build the water filtration park,

         10  plant in Van Cortlandt Park. I believe that the Van

         11  Cortlandt site is the most suitable location, from

         12  both an economic and engineering perspective.

         13                 The Bronx will greatly benefit by the

         14  construction of this plant. The City has met its

         15  obligation to study all of the proposed locations.

         16  We found that this site is the most cost effective

         17  and most economical.

         18                 The Bronx has the highest

         19  unemployment rate in the State. The 660 construction

         20  jobs and 186 secondary jobs that will be created by

         21  this construction, would enhance the livelihood of

         22  Bronx residents and New York City residents.

         23                 There would be a $1.6 billion

         24  secondary economic benefit for the Bronx.

         25  Two-hundred and forty million dollars in capital
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          2  financing for Bronx parks compared with an average

          3  capital appropriation of about 13 million per year.

          4                 This is sorely needed in the Bronx.

          5  It's a legacy investment that will benefit

          6  generations of Bronx residents.

          7                 Instead, by going to Westchester, as

          8  is suggested by many folks, we would pay rent and

          9  property taxes to the already wealthy town of York

         10  Town, about $86 million in taxes over the term of

         11  the project. Money we don't need to spend in another

         12  county.

         13                 New York's environmental groups,

         14  business organizations and unions support this. They

         15  support allowing the City the option of building

         16  under the Mosholu Golf Range. There are no

         17  environmental issues here.

         18                 Finally, the City is under a federal

         19  mandate to build this. I urge my colleagues to vote

         20  today for this MOU and let's get on with it.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Yassky.

         24                 Please be quiet.

         25                 Council Member Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you,

          3  Madam Borough President (sic).  I'm sorry, Madam

          4  Public Advocate.

          5                 I rise, I must rise in opposition to

          6  Intro. 318 which is a bill that would expand the

          7  J-51 Program.

          8                 This is a program that -- and I

          9  understand this bill was submitted by the

         10  Administration and has the full support of the

         11  Administration, but I must disagree with Mayor

         12  Bloomberg on this issue.

         13                 Where we are going to spend our

         14  scarce public dollars on housing, it must be for

         15  affordable housing, and the J-51 program does not

         16  have any requirement that subsidized programs be

         17  affordable.

         18                 The cost to this program is now about

         19  $150 million a year, most of which goes to luxury

         20  housing. Now, this is a very small increment, do not

         21  misunderstand me, this is a very, very small

         22  expansion of the program, I understand that.

         23                 The principle I think is clear where

         24  we're spending public dollars on housing, it should

         25  be for affordable housing. I must oppose Intro. 318.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, today we're putting forth an override for

          7  the Mayor's veto on the public franchise, pay phone

          8  franchise bill.

          9                 This legislation expanded the

         10  definition of public pay phone, and also allowed the

         11  companies to do 15 New York contracts.

         12                 What concerns me as much as the

         13  substance of this legislation, is the veto message

         14  that the Mayor put out which said that this City

         15  Council had exceeded its authority when it created a

         16  15-year contract.

         17                 Just for the record, I wanted to talk

         18  about the City Charter. The City Charter puts forth

         19  the elements of a franchize-authorizing resolution.

         20  One of the things the City Charter clearly allows

         21  this Council to do is to set forth the terms and the

         22  conditions of this franchise.

         23                 The fact that in priority authorizing

         24  resolutions this Council gave mayoral agency great

         25  latitude to negotiate terms and conditions does not

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  mean that in any way we have ever seen at our

          3  authority to write the terms and conditions that we

          4  believe to be appropriate in any authorizing

          5  resolution.

          6                 So, my colleagues, today we put forth

          7  the override to the Mayor's veto. I wholeheartedly

          8  request that you support the override, and I do send

          9  a message to the Administration that when it comes

         10  to authorizing resolutions, the Land Use Committee

         11  and this City Council retains its authority to set

         12  the terms and conditions of franchise agreements in

         13  that authorizing resolution.

         14                 Thank you, my colleagues.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 I just want to speak about that same

         20  authorizing resolution, and although I agree

         21  completely with Council Member Katz, the City

         22  Council has full rights to set the term as opposed

         23  to what the Mayor states.

         24                 I have a lot of concern. On the west

         25  side we have pay phones on every block. That may not
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          2  be true, but the fact of the matter is, limiting

          3  them is what the west siders want, and I don't think

          4  that the way that this 15-year commitment will do

          5  that.

          6                 Second, this particular override also

          7  talks about what goes in those phone kiosks, and

          8  that includes new technology, something that I know

          9  a lot about, including things like Internet

         10  connections, but because at this point they're not

         11  state-of-the-art, they're not consumer friendly for

         12  those of us who have used them, I would suggest that

         13  this particular override needs amendments and needs

         14  some discussion before I can be supportive.

         15                 So, I want to mention that there is

         16  another side. The City also needs a

         17  telecommunications plan to fully put such items on

         18  the street. A lot more work to be done.

         19                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         21  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         24  Standing Committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Environmental Protection.

          3                 Intro. 81-A.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 206.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Finance.

         10                 Resolution 523-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         12  on the General Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         14  571-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         16  on the General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         18  Committee on Health.

         19                 Intro. 207-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         21  over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         24                 Intro. 318.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 407.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Land Use.

          7                 Reso 502.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          9  Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 207.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 143, and

         13  companion Reso 598.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         15  General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 189 and

         17  companion Reso 599.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 197 and

         20  companion Reso 600.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 200 and

         23  companion Reso 601.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 214 and
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          2  companion Reso 602.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 215 and

          5  companion Reso 603.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 230 and

          8  companion Reso 604.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 239 and

         11  companion Reso 605.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 240 and

         14  companion Reso 606.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 241 and

         17  companion Reso 607.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 242 and

         20  companion Reso 608.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 243 and

         23  companion Reso 609.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 244 and
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          2  companion Reso 610.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 245 and

          5  companion Reso 611.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 246 and

          8  companion Reso 612.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 247 and

         11  companion Reso 613.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 248 and

         14  companion Reso 614.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 251 and

         17  companion Reso 615.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 265 and

         20  companion Reso 616.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 266 and

         23  companion Reso 617.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 267 and
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          2  companion Reso 618.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 268.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          6  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          7  Commission.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 269 and

          9  companion Reso 619.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         11  Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         13  Committee on Public Safety.

         14                 Intro. 364-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         16  on the General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 443-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         19  over.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         22                 Preconsidered M 216.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         24  General Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered
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          2  Reso 594.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's also coupled

          4  on the General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          6  Committee on Transportation.

          7                 Intro. 98-A.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          9  on the General Order Calendar.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         11  Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 205-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

         18  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 At this point I'd like to ask the

         22  clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Concerning

         25  Reso 502 and Intro. 81-A, shall the bill pass the
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          2  objections of the Mayor notwithstanding?

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Madam Public

          7  Speaker, may I have two minutes to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm being

          9  promoted all the time today.

         10                 Yes, so ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you.

         12                 In the past I've always joined with

         13  my colleagues in voting to override vetoes by the

         14  Mayor of legislation he has vetoed; however, today I

         15  will vote no once again on Intro. 81-A, and no on M

         16  206 to override the Mayor's veto of the car alarm

         17  bill.

         18                 I actually think the Mayor got this

         19  one right.

         20                 As the sponsor of this bill said

         21  earlier, I mean everybody in this City has been

         22  bothered by the noise of car alarms, and there are

         23  many people who spend sleepless nights because of

         24  it.

         25                 However, with the passage of this
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          2  bill, there would be many more people who would

          3  spend sleepless nights worrying if their car will

          4  still be there in the morning.

          5                 I vote aye on all other items.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I would just

         13  like to say to Council Member Jim Gennaro, you could

         14  keep your little cheap shot, because I did

         15  sufficient research on this issue on the water

         16  filtration plant, and I was in the back of the room

         17  when there was testimony that I listened to because

         18  I was dealing with two hearings. So take your little

         19  cheap shots somewhere else. Sufficient research was

         20  done. And with that, I vote no on Resolution 594, no

         21  on Intro. 364-A, and no on Intro. 318.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: May I explain
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          2  my vote?

          3                 I am going to abstain on Reso 502, M

          4  207, the pay phones, for the reason that I described

          5  earlier. I'm going to abstain on Intro. 318. That's

          6  the J-51 bill. I have a lot of experience with J-51.

          7  It's not just the affordable housing that is of

          8  concern, it's more just the enforcement of that

          9  particular program that I have a long history with.

         10                 And I'm going to abstain on the M 216

         11  reso 594 preconsidered. I have visited the

         12  Westchester site, I've visited the Bronx site, I

         13  completely understand Council Member Rivera, Council

         14  Member Provenzano who talks about the funding and

         15  the jobs, jobs for people in the Bronx, funding for

         16  the parks is a huge issue.

         17                 On the other hand, I do understand

         18  the health concerns, that I have done my homework,

         19  and I have been to both sites several times. Thank

         20  you, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I vote aye on all others.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I vote aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Advocate,

          8  I'd like to vote aye on all, except for Intro. 81-A

          9  and preconsidered Reso M 206. I voted in the

         10  negative in the past on these items, and I will

         11  remain consistent today with that vote.

         12                 Aye on all others.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         18  vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: This past week

         21  my son Harry was interviewed for the position of

         22  Freshman Class Senatora at Murrow High School. And

         23  the committee asked him the question if he were

         24  elected, or selected in this case, to be the

         25  Freshman Class Senator, would he represent the
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          2  entire school, or just the freshman class? And his

          3  answer was that it would be his job to represent the

          4  best interests of all the students in the school,

          5  with an emphasis on his class.

          6                 With that in mind, and in all due

          7  respect to Council Member Koppell, and I would

          8  generally defer to a member on an item in his

          9  district, this item has an impact that is far beyond

         10  his district.

         11                 I think having listened to the

         12  arguments of Council Members Gennaro, Provenzano and

         13  Rivera, all of which I think were extraordinarily

         14  well taken, I think the greater good of the City as

         15  a whole is the imperative.

         16                 Harry was elected, selected to be

         17  Senator, and I vote aye on all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please. Quiet, please.

         20                 We'll have to ask that you be removed

         21  if you can't keep quiet.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

                                                            79

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, thank you.

          4                 This is a difficult decision for me,

          5  given the need for jobs and understanding that I

          6  reside in a borough where there's double-digit

          7  unemployment, and given that I am the Parks Chair

          8  and understand the need for the mitigation money for

          9  parks and for renovation and funding of the parks,

         10  but in that same vain, understanding that I've seen

         11  the alternative site, I've read the impact

         12  statement, I understand the asthma rate, I know the

         13  concern about the alienation of park land, and

         14  equally as important, historically while there have

         15  been commitments for jobs and those jobs have not

         16  trickled down to the residents in my district, in my

         17  community, I have to vote no on preconsidered

         18  Resolution 594 and M 216; and yes on all others.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I proudly

         22  vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, I wish as a matter of personal privilege
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          2  to explain my vote and to respond, my name being

          3  mentioned?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

          6                 To the extent that Mr. Barron may

          7  have participated in any of the proceedings, I was

          8  not aware of his participation in any of the

          9  proceedings. However, if he did participate, that's

         10  a good thing. But, you know, for someone who --

         11  well, to the extent that there was research, there

         12  was research done, I'm curious as to why the

         13  statement was, Councilman Barron's statement was

         14  completely devoid of substance, and very high on

         15  bombast. And, so, for one who alleges to have

         16  participated and to have done research, I was

         17  surprised by the lack of substance in his statement

         18  and hope that he and I can continue a professional

         19  relationship.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate. I

         21  proudly vote aye on all items.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Pass.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, and Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, too often

         14  in this body I have witnessed members attacking each

         15  other personally, and personally criticizing each

         16  other.

         17                 I don't understand why as adults, and

         18  as professionals, we need to behave in that tone.

         19                 Mr. Speaker, I would like you to show

         20  your good leadership by having a word with the

         21  delegation, or in the conference room, about this

         22  type of behavior. I think it's unnecessary and does

         23  not reflect well with us to the public. There's no

         24  reason for us to personally attack each other at any

         25  time over any issue.

                                                            82

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 We can disagree with each other. This

          3  is a democracy. This is what a democracy is about.

          4  Democracy is about us coming here to this body, from

          5  our different communities, with different ideas of

          6  doing things, with all of us have the one goal to

          7  make a better New York, and there's no need to

          8  attack a fellow colleague for any reason personally

          9  because you don't agree with their opinion or their

         10  ideology. This is a democracy. This is America.

         11  That's why our troops in other countries right now,

         12  like in Iraq, fighting against people who fight --

         13  who don't like other people who don't have the same

         14  ideas as they have.

         15                 Let's show the rest of this country

         16  and the rest of the world what good people we are

         17  here in the New York City Council, because we all

         18  believe in a democracy.

         19                 With that, I'd like to vote aye on

         20  all, with exception of Intro. 364-A and Reso 594.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Permission to
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          2  explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I had spoken

          5  on 594 in opposition, I appreciate those who have

          6  joined me. I think it will be shown to be a

          7  misguided project. I'm not going to belabor that.

          8                 I do want to just point out, because

          9  it became the subject of a lot of controversy, I

         10  want to thank the Speaker and the Chair of the Land

         11  Use Committee, the Chair of the Zoning Subcommittee,

         12  for their support on Land Use 243 and 244, a

         13  downzoning in my district in the West Bronx, which

         14  will be welcomed by the vast majority of my

         15  constituents and I'm very pleased that the

         16  downzoning has come very quickly on our calendar at

         17  my request and will pass today.

         18                 Therefore, I vote aye on all, except

         19  I vote no on 216, and Resolution 594. I also vote no

         20  on Resolution 502, item 207. With those two

         21  exceptions, I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I'm rising to

          7  speak on proposed Intro. No. 98-A. I want to

          8  congratulate my colleague, Council Member McMahon,

          9  for bringing this issue to the floor, in regard of

         10  these scooters harming people.

         11                 In my community these scooters have

         12  harmed senior citizens by children who did not have

         13  no clue that they were engaging in a possible

         14  reckless behavior by using the scooters.

         15                 I think it's very important that the

         16  Council has taken a position to prohibit the sale of

         17  this product, and I am standing very strongly in

         18  support of this legislation, and I congratulate the

         19  Council member. Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Just briefly

         24  to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I thank Council Members Martinez and
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          2  Council Members Lopez for their support on all the

          3  issues that they bring to the City Council and their

          4  work on the scooter bill.

          5                 We also have on the calendar today an

          6  item that deals with the historic districting of the

          7  district in my area, the Stapleton Heights' area,

          8  and I just want to say briefly that this is a

          9  product of very much hard work by the Landmarks

         10  Preservation Commission and their Chairman Robert

         11  Tierney, who has really changed I think the mindset

         12  of many people in Staten Island because for years we

         13  thought that landmarks had no interest in the outer

         14  boroughs and it was only Manhattancentric.

         15                 However, the Landmarks Commission has

         16  given great attention to this matter and to matters

         17  in Council Member Oddo and Lanza's district as well,

         18  and we want to thank them for their hard work, as

         19  well as the hard work of Council Member Katz, and

         20  Council Member Simcha Felder, who oversaw this piece

         21  of legislation, shepherded it through, and now

         22  presented for a vote today. And I urge all of my

         23  colleagues to vote on it as well. Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you.

         10                 This was a difficult decision for me,

         11  as well. I think the deciding factor for me here was

         12  the numbers that reflect the unemployment in the

         13  Bronx, unemployment Citywide, in a community like

         14  mine where the unemployment rate is 30 to 40

         15  percent.

         16                 I think the people of the Bronx need

         17  real jobs, with real wages. I believe that it's up

         18  to us as elected officials, as representatives of

         19  the districts and New York City to make sure that

         20  once these jobs come into our communities, that they

         21  go to the people that we represent, that the people

         22  that work in areas reflect the neighborhood that

         23  it's being put in and that the jobs reflects the

         24  rest of the Bronx in general. So, I vote aye on all.

         25  Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

          4  excused to explain my vote?

          5                 I want to vote aye on all, with the

          6  exception of Preconsidered M 216, and preconsidered

          7  Reso 594.

          8                 I have in the past been a supporter

          9  with a condition especially to be articulated in

         10  writing that the employment opportunities that would

         11  potentially come from this would go to the folks

         12  that need it the most.

         13                 I have yet in my conversations with

         14  laborers and others to get that commitment fulfilled

         15  as I had requested, number one.

         16                 Number two, I think there are some

         17  serious environmental concerns that should be taken

         18  into consideration. But I think that when we are

         19  engaged in trying to create employment

         20  opportunities, whether it be in the Bronx or any

         21  place else in the City, we have seen reports that

         22  indicate the severe unemployment situation,

         23  especially in communities of color, yet every time

         24  we see construction opportunities, we don't see it

         25  happening the way it's supposed to be happening.
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          2  More diversity in construction is what we need.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 I vote no on preconsidered Reso 594,

          5  and preconsidered M 216.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         11                 I would also like to say today that,

         12  and I was listening to who? Oliver Koppell. We're

         13  also voting on a down-zoning from my district in the

         14  Bronx, the 13th District, and I know my community

         15  has waited for this with baited breath.

         16                 I would like to thank City Planning

         17  for all their hard work, they completed this in less

         18  than a year. I'd like to thank Tony Avella and

         19  Melinda Katz, the Committee chairs and the Land Use

         20  staff who is fantastic, Chris Collins, Gail

         21  Benjamin. Without all of you folks, this would not

         22  have happened. Thank you. And I vote yes on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         11  Madam Speaker. May I take this opportunity to

         12  explain my vote?

         13                 I just want people to know that in

         14  the Borough of the Bronx and in the City of New

         15  York, 51 percent of African-American males are

         16  unemployed in the City of New York, between the ages

         17  of 18 and 61.

         18                 The Bronx is the only County in the

         19  State of New York that has double digit

         20  unemployment.

         21                 Also, we must look at the Bronx, is

         22  the only predominantly minority county there is in

         23  this City. Therefore, I understand environmental

         24  needs, but there is an environment of unemployment

         25  that exists within our community, and I would hope
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          2  that this is a tremendous opportunity, an

          3  opportunity for the environmental constraints to be

          4  taken care of and considered, and also for the

          5  opportunity to allow jobs and to allow a labor, a

          6  project labor agreement, which it's not too late to

          7  have done, and the participation.

          8                 I would hope that this opportunity to

          9  build this filtration plant will get this City an

         10  opportunity to do what it did not do almost 100

         11  years ago when they built Central Park for all your

         12  environmentalists that they kept African Americans

         13  out of work and did not allow them as part of their

         14  agreement to work in Central Park after being the

         15  recipients and living there and evicted from Central

         16  Park.

         17                 This is a golden opportunity for the

         18  Parks Department to do justice and fairness with

         19  labor and not to practice the policies of a racist

         20  regime that Henry Stern had there.

         21                 This is a golden opportunity for

         22  labor. For labor to reach its arms out into our

         23  community and bring those young African-American and

         24  Latino males in the Bronx, and give them the

         25  opportunity.
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          2                 I am certain that they are doing this

          3  with those open arms, and they have indicated that

          4  they have a desire to deal with the issues that

          5  would cause environmental problems, making sure that

          6  trucks are washed down, and those things that have

          7  to be done.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          9  Councilman.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Therefore --

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         12  Council member.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Therefore, I

         14  am voting yes because I understand that 51 percent

         15  unemployment is an environmental hazard in our

         16  community.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, I abstain on Reso 502, and I vote yes on

         20  all the rest. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, may I be briefly excused?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: The Mayor

          6  vetoed our car alarm bill, and opposes our scooter

          7  bill, because he says we'd lose the business of

          8  selling illegal car alarms and selling illegal

          9  scooters.

         10                 At some point this Administration

         11  needs to realize that making money is not as

         12  important as the quality of life for the citizens in

         13  New York City.

         14                 And to my colleague who was concerned

         15  about a constituent losing sleep wondering if their

         16  car will be there in the morning, I would say to

         17  please tell your constituent to buy a legal car

         18  alarm and we will all sleep better.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Well, on the

         24  original bill in support with Council Member

         25  Koppell, I abstained.
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          2                 In terms of the override, I listened

          3  attentively to Council Member Seabrook, and I agree

          4  with his argument, his line of reasoning, and I

          5  withdraw my request, and I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: No on Intro.

         10  318; and aye on all others.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I abstain on

         13  Intro. 318 and vote no on 216 and 594.  In the

         14  absence of a written project laborer agreement or a

         15  community benefit agreement, at this point in time

         16  the scales of justice weigh against this reso. Thank

         17  you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: To Council

         20  Member Fidler, I would just ask him to keep his kid

         21  out of Staten Island because we don't need any more

         22  competition.

         23                 And I would like to vote aye on all

         24  other items.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  If I may be

          3  briefly excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 At this point in time I want to thank

          8  the members of the Committee on State and Federal

          9  Legislation for their patience in reference to the

         10  hearings that we've had, the multitude of hearings

         11  and the many hours that were placed into it. I would

         12  like to thank the staff that worked very hard on the

         13  documents that we were voting on today within the

         14  Committee, and I would like to thank both sides for

         15  participating and providing testimony to the

         16  Committee because this shows how government works.

         17  People get involved, people come down, and people

         18  will give their testimony on the issues they feel

         19  concern them most.

         20                 And with that being said, I vote aye

         21  on all issues before us today.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on
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          2  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          3  vote of 51 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

          4  and zero abstentions, with the exception of M 216

          5  and Reso 594, which was adopted by a vote of 45 in

          6  the affirmative, five in the negative and one

          7  abstention. And Intro. 81-A, which is adopted by a

          8  vote of 49 in the affirmative, two in the negative

          9  and zero abstentions.

         10                 And Intro. 318, which is adopted by a

         11  vote of 47 in the affirmative, two negative and two

         12  abstentions.

         13                 And Reso 502, which was adopted by a

         14  vote of 48 in the affirmative, one in the negative,

         15  and two abstentions.

         16                 And M 206, which was adopted by a

         17  vote of 49 in the affirmative, two in the negative

         18  and zero abstentions.

         19                 And, you say this is complicated,

         20  Intro. 364, which was adopted by a vote of 49 in the

         21  affirmative, two in the negative and zero

         22  abstentions.

         23                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         25  referred to the Committee as indicated on the
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          2  schedule.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          4  of Resolutions.

          5                 Council Member Jackson, you wanted to

          6  discuss the resolutions?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

          8                 I wanted to discuss the resolution in

          9  support of Blood Donation and Bone Marrow Donation.

         10                 As you know, the City Council every

         11  year does a blood drive. There are many New Yorkers

         12  that need blood, in which the blood bank goes

         13  sometimes into emergency need and they indicate to

         14  all New Yorkers who can give blood, to give blood,

         15  and I have had the opportunity twice over the past

         16  two years to give blood for other New Yorkers that

         17  may be in need. But also, two years ago while

         18  attending the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus Weekend

         19  up in Albany, I signed up and gave blood and I am

         20  registered on the bone marrow transplant list,

         21  donors' list, and I urge all my colleagues to please

         22  help in any manner, shape or form that you can for

         23  the people that are in need by giving blood or

         24  signing up for the bone marrow donation program.

         25  Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4                 Council Member Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I would like to request from my

          8  colleagues to help us with the Grenada and Haitian

          9  initiative to --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please.

         12                 I'm sorry, Council member. This is

         13  just discussion of the resolutions.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Oh, sorry.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'll put you

         16  on for general discussion.

         17                 Seeing nobody else, shall we have a

         18  vote on the resolutions?

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sure.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolution

         21  445 all in favor?

         22                 Opposed?

         23                 Adopted.

         24                 Resolution 512.

         25                 Opposed?
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          2                 Adopted.

          3                 General Discussion.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Brewer.

          7                 Excuse us. Council Member Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I just would like to mention, what

         11  occurred at the beginning of the meeting was really,

         12  was unacceptable.

         13                 I'd like to ask the Speaker --

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please be

         15  quiet when your colleague is speaking.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes. I'd like

         17  to ask the Speaker if we can -- if there can be an

         18  investigation and an evaluation about the safety of

         19  this room.

         20                 I think that what took place at the

         21  beginning of this meeting was unacceptable, I think

         22  by everybody.

         23                 I don't know what the police are

         24  equipped to do, and I think certainly the

         25  Sergeant-At-Arms are underutilized, they're
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          2  super-duper, maybe they can get CPR training and be

          3  able to be available, but it seemed like an

          4  eternity, and I know it wasn't, before that woman

          5  got the help that she needed.

          6                 So, for the record, I have a hard

          7  time. Like I'm slow, it's hard for me to talk when

          8  somebody else is talking at the same time.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, I always

         10  appreciate the opportunity to have colloquys on the

         11  floor.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: And I thank

         13  you.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: So, in terms

         16  of the public safety for people in this room, I'd

         17  appreciate if you can arrange that an evaluation

         18  take place about getting people here who can respond

         19  to medical emergencies as well as safety emergencies

         20  in the future.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's a very good

         22  suggestion. I'm sure that we will be able to work

         23  that out.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: As so often

          3  happens, Fidler follows Felder.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I know.

          5                 It's complicated for me too.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: We look alike

          7  also.

          8                 I just want to call everyone's

          9  attention to the fact that in a few short days, the

         10  month of October, the month of October will be

         11  Domestic Violence Awareness Month, and domestic

         12  violence occurs in a variety of different

         13  relationships, and not always in matrimonial

         14  relationships.

         15                 Currently Family Court does not have

         16  jurisdiction to issue orders of protection if the

         17  parties seeking it are not blood related or have a

         18  child in common. That leaves people in dating

         19  relationships, or people who are living together

         20  without the benefit of matrimony, with no

         21  alternative but to go to Criminal Court.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: No alternative

         25  but to go to Criminal Court and seek an Order of
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          2  Protection.

          3                 That's got to change. On today's

          4  calendar I've introduced Resolution 589, which calls

          5  upon the State Legislature --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: If you're

          7  going to speak, would you please leave the Chambers?

          8  It's very hard for me to hear the Council Member

          9  speaking and he's right in front of me.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I am

         12  introducing Resolution 589, which calls upon the

         13  State Legislature to amend the jurisdiction of the

         14  Family Court, to allow those who are in

         15  non-matrimonial relationships to apply to the Family

         16  Court for an Order of Protection. I think it's

         17  appropriate that we pass it during Domestic Violence

         18  Awareness Month.

         19                 I would urge all of my colleagues to

         20  sign on to Reso 589.

         21                 Just in a final note, I would also

         22  like to invite everybody, all members of the Council

         23  to join the Youth Services Committee tomorrow at

         24  3:00. We're going to tour an after school program at

         25  the Alianza Dominicana in Council Member Martinez's
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          2  district, and you are all welcome to join us.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Gallagher.

          6                 Please leave the room if you're going

          7  to speak. I really am getting tired of having to say

          8  this.

          9                 Council Member Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Oh, I

         11  thought you wanted me to leave the room.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No. Never

         13  you, Council member.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: She does. She just

         15  doesn't want to say that.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, I don't.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         18  Public Advocate, thank you.

         19                 You know, I rise today to talk

         20  regarding Intro. 458 that was introduced today.

         21                 I just want to name a few cities. San

         22  Francisco, Jacksonville, Houston, New Orleans,

         23  Denver, Chicago, Phoenix, Los Angeles, Detroit,

         24  Cleveland. Those are but just a few of 276 of the

         25  347 largest cities in the United States that have
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          2  enacted a juvenile curfew.

          3                 Today we have introduced one for the

          4  City of New York, one that I am happy that the

          5  Chairman of the Public Safety Committee, Council

          6  Member Peter Vallone, said that he would offer a

          7  hearing to.

          8                 This is an issue that we must

          9  discuss. This is an issue that we must bring to the

         10  forefront. Folks, we are behind the curve. This bill

         11  can reduce juvenile violence, and stop juvenile

         12  victimization.

         13                 So, I ask you to keep an open mind,

         14  and I ask you to review the information that myself

         15  and my colleague, Minority Leader James Oddo, will

         16  be sending to your office and to your staff. Do not,

         17  please do not just say, ohh, a juvenile curfew, we

         18  can't support that.

         19                 Look how it's been implemented all

         20  across the United States. Look how it can be

         21  beneficial to the City of New York. Look how it can

         22  be used as a policing tool to help our children.

         23                 We in this body have to talk about

         24  the issue of juvenile violence and juvenile

         25  victimization. I cannot think of a better way to do
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          2  it than to have true discussion and true hearings on

          3  the issue of a juvenile curfew for the City of New

          4  York.

          5                 So, I thank you for this two minutes,

          6  Madam Public Advocate, and I thank my colleagues who

          7  have already signed on to support this important

          8  legislation. Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10  Thank you, Council member.

         11                 Council Member Lopez. Margarita.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I want to make a correction about a

         15  statement that I made before. (Speaking in Spanish.)

         16  Carmen Lavorca is the author of Lavidad Sueno

         17  (phonetically spelled), and not Garcia Lorca. And I

         18  apologize to both of them for what I did.

         19                 The second reason I wanted to address

         20  the floor this morning, is because I want to remind

         21  people that this house became a group of people

         22  organizing against Bush Administration proposal to

         23  diminish and destroy Section 8, and I'm glad to

         24  report today that we won the battle and that the

         25  President was not able to destruct Section 8 for us
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          2  in this City or in the nation. And I want to remind

          3  people that the Speaker, myself and many of us

          4  became involved in the fight, and today I'm glad to

          5  announce that the President was not successful to

          6  the intention to diminish or water down the Section

          7  8, and we have Section 8 here for all of us to be

          8  able to pay for housing for low-income New Yorkers.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes, thank

         13  you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I would just like to ask my brothers

         15  and sisters here in the Council to make a specific

         16  effort to help the Grenada and Haitian Relief

         17  Effort, in terms of maybe you can have a barrel in

         18  your office, your district office and ask folks to

         19  contribute dry goods and canned goods so that we can

         20  ship and help those folks who have been devastated

         21  by the hurricanes that recent struck those

         22  countries.

         23                 If there is any problem in terms of

         24  getting the shipment to these islands, just consult

         25  me, just contact me, and I will be willing and able
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          2  to make sure that the shipping agent collect these

          3  barrels and send them to the correct place.

          4                 Once again, I want to thank you for

          5  that support, go out there and make sure at least

          6  five or six barrels come from your office.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 Just to let my colleagues bring to

         13  your attention three pieces of legislation I'm

         14  introducing today, and asking for your support, we

         15  have Intro. 457, which is a cell phone clarity law

         16  with over 2 million cellular telephone users in New

         17  York City, this bill would provide clarity for the

         18  consumer and discourage the misrepresentation by

         19  cellular phone carriers, and I think we've all been

         20  victims of that.

         21                 I have a resolution, Resolution 588,

         22  which deals with upside down auto loans, and people

         23  need to know that there are situations where

         24  unfortunately consumers are induced into longer term

         25  car loans in order to lower their monthly car
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          2  payments, which statistics show that the average car

          3  loan term has increased by 53 months to 58 months in

          4  2001. When purchasing a new vehicle, car owners with

          5  long-term car loans are more likely to owe far more

          6  for their old car in a trade-in value, therefore,

          7  having a much higher upside down car loan. And this

          8  is an increasing problem in the City of New York. I

          9  hope you'll join me in your voice against it.

         10                 And then, finally, Intro. 456. This

         11  local law would amend the New York City Charter to

         12  require that the Criminal Justice Coordinator to

         13  produce an annual report assessing the

         14  representation provided by organizations and panels

         15  of attorneys contracted to provide indigent legal

         16  defense.

         17                 So, I hope that you will all sign

         18  onto this, and I look forward to these coming before

         19  our Committee for hearing.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 To all my colleagues, I did leave an
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          2  invitation on top of your desk that's inviting you

          3  to a basketball tournament taking place on October

          4  23rd of 2004, between the New York City Council and

          5  the New York State Assembly, and we are doing this,

          6  Assemblymember Louis Diaz and myself are hosting

          7  this event so we can renovate the Hostos Community

          8  College basketball court. We will be sponsoring this

          9  event, and we request that we have the Council

         10  members come, participate, put on their game, game

         11  face on, and we will provide the jerseys and

         12  entertainment and we'll bring it on.

         13                 We're going to show the New York

         14  State Assembly how the New York City can rock the

         15  house. Thank you. I urge everyone to come join me

         16  and play basketball.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         18  nobody else, the meeting is adjourned.

         19                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)

         20
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