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SUBJECT:
Resolution calling 







upon the United States Congress to 







pass and the President to sign H.R. 







1670/S.683, legislation known as 







“The Community Choice Act,” 







which would reduce reliance by 







senior citizens and persons with 







disabilities on nursing home care by 







increasing their access to 








community-based services.


On Wednesday June 17, 2009, the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse & Disability Services, chaired by Council Member Oliver Koppell, jointly with the Committee on Aging, chaired by Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo, will hold a hearing on Proposed Res. No.1783-A. The Proposed Resolution would call upon the United States Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R. 1670/S.683, legislation known as “The Community Choice Act,” which would reduce reliance by senior citizens and persons with disabilities on nursing home care by increasing their access to community-based services.


A copy of Proposed Res. No. 1783-A is attached.  Those invited to testify include Hon. Lilliam Barrios-Paoli, Commissioner, New York City Department for the Aging; Hon. Matthews Sapolin, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities; and numerous advocates for persons with disabilities.
BACKGROUND


The Community Choice Act, H.R.1670/S.683, is currently before the United States Congress and would increase access to community-based services and other supports for persons with disabilities and senior citizens. It is widely believed that the choice of remaining in one’s home and receiving services in those familiar and comfortable surroundings is a tremendous option for persons in need of assistance, and a far better option that having to receive such services in a nursing home or similar facility as an inpatient.


PROPOSED RESO. NO. ​​​​1783-A
Proposed Resolution No. 1783-A would indicate that, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Center for Health Statistics, there are approximately 1.6 million persons who are cared for in nursing homes each year. Additionally, the Proposed Resolution would recognize that many individuals who may currently require nursing home care would prefer to have more care options, such as community-based care, so that they can remain in their own homes.


 The Proposed Resolution would note that The Community Choice Act, H.R.1670/S.683, is currently before the United States Congress and would increase access to community-based services and other supports for persons with disabilities and senior citizens. The Proposed Resolution would indicate that according to the National Council For Community Behavioral Healthcare (NCCBH)
, The Community Choice Act would provide individuals who are eligible for nursing home services or other institutional care with equal access to community-based services, which would include attendant services and supports.


The Proposed Resolution would further note that The National Association of the Physically Handicapped (NAPH) indicates that The Community Choice Act would provide people real choice in long-term care options by reforming Title XIX of the Social Security Act (Medicaid), thereby eliminating  the current bias for institutional care by Title XIX.
  The Proposed Resolution would also indicate that according to the Center for Disability Rights (CDR), The Community Choice Act would allow those eligible to use reimbursement funding under Title XIX access to various services and supports which would make remaining in the community a real option.
  The Proposed Resolution would point out that The Community Choice Act would also provide enhanced federal matching funds to help states develop long-term care infrastructure and fiscal programs to promote home and community-based services.


Furthermore, the Proposed Resolution would note that The Community Choice Act would create a demonstration project to evaluate service coordination and cost-sharing approaches for those eligible for both Medicaid and Medicare services.


The Proposed Resolution would also indicate that according to the NAPH, The Community Choice Act would also provide individuals eligible for nursing facility services with new choices for care, and would also offer those eligible for Intermediate Care Facility Services for the Mentally Retarded (ICF-MR) many new alternatives for their care and treatment.


Finally, the Proposed Resolution would call upon the United States Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R. 1670/S.683, legislation known as “The Community Choice Act,” which would reduce reliance by senior citizens and persons with disabilities on nursing home care by increasing their access to community-based services.

� http://www.garypresley.com/search/label/community%20choice%20act%202009


� Id.


� Id.


� http://www.healthfinder.gov/orgs/HR0259.htm


� http://cdrnys.org/wordpress/


� http://www.naph.net/
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