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THE ASSEMBLY
STATE OF NEW YORK

ALBANY
LINDA B. ROSENTHAL ’ COMMITTEES
Assemblymember 67 District : Agriculture
Alcoholism & Drug
Abuse

Comeorations, Authorities
& Commissions

Energy
Housing
Teurism, Arts & Sports
Development
April 27, 2009

Jonathan Ettricks

Director -

Legislative Documents

New York City Council

City Hall, Room 5

New York, NY 10007
Dear Director Ettricks:

Assemblymember Linda B. Rosenthal js requesting a Home Rule Message from
the New York City Council for her bill, A6158. This bill would establish an
Animal Population Control Fund for the City of New York. We are requesting a
Home Rule Message be prepared for this bill as soon as possible. We have been
and will be in contact with Speaker Quinn and Mayor Bloomberg regarding this
legislation. Please let me know what you need from our office regarding this
request. I am faxing a copy of A6158 as well as the Sponsors Memo.

Thank ydu for your prompt attention to this matter. |
Regards,
David Weinberg

Chief of Staff
Assemblymember Linda B. Rosenthal

DISTRICT OFFICE » 230 West 72 Streer, Suite 2F » New York, NY 10023 m T 2 [2-873-6368 » T 212-873-6520
ALBANY OFFICE « Room 821 « Legislative Office Building = Albany, NY 172248 « T; 518-455-5802 » F: 518-455-50158
. roscﬁrhaf[@nsscmbly.smtc.ny.us
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STATE OF NEW YORK
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$H27p
2009-2010 Regularx Sessions /&’é/j,gpr—/%

IN ASSEMBLY

February 26, 2009

Introduced by M. of A. ROSENTHAL, KELLMNER -- read once and referred to
the Committee op Agriculture -- committee discharged, bhill amended,
ordered reprinted ag amended and recommitted to said committee

AN ACT to amend the agriculture and marketg law and the admindistrative
code of the city of New York, in relatiom to establishing a New York
city animal population control program and am animal population
control fund:; and to amend chapter 115 of. the lawg of 1894 relating to
the better protection of logt and strayed animals and for securing the
righte of owners thereof, in relation to licensing feeg

Ihe People qf the State of New York, repregented in Senate and Agpem-
bly, do enact ag followg:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 107 of the agriculture and marketg
law, as amended by chapter 473 of the laws of 1995, ig amended to read
ag follows: L

1. This article phall apply to all areas of the state except any city
having & population of over two million [except that the Provigiong in
this article relating to the animal population control program shall be
applicable to the entire state] . .

§ 2. The administrative cade af the city of New Yoxk is amended by
adding a new section 17-811 to read asm follows: :

£ 17-9831 Animal population conkxol Rxogrem. Fhe department of health
and mental hyvgiene ghall promulgate rules and regulationg to eptablich
and implement an animal ropulation control program within one  hundred
twenty days from the effegtive date of this pection, Tha purpoge of thig
Rrogram  ghall be Eko redyce the population qﬁ_gnugg;gg_gﬁrax dogg and
Gatg thereby reducing potential threats to public henlth and pafety and
reducing  the gosts of caring for thege animals. This program ghall geek
o accormplish its purppge by encouraging regidenty of the city of New
Yoxk who axe the owners of doge and cats to have them Zpaved or neutegred
by providing ng or law-cogt Apaving  and Reutering gervigcep to much
ownerg. The department ﬁggll_pggmulggte ruleg and regulaktions necegsary

EXPLANATION- -Matter in Jtalice (underscored) 1§ new; matter in brackets
[] is old law to be omitted.
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to ostablish an  animal popnlation control program including, but not

limited, to creating clinick or mobile.units where guch gervices  shall
be performed and egtablighing criteria for pekr owvner eligibility to u=e

Ench_ servigesn,  Indicia. of eligibilir
Adow-cogt spay and meuter gervices shall include but not be limited to

any criteria deemed acceptable by the agencies performing the serviceg.

The commicsioner of the departmen of bealth and enta X X 4
golicit and accept fundsg from the animal population control fund estab-
lighed pursuant to section ~f12 is chapter and a h i
Qr private source to help carry out the provisions of thie gection.

. § 3. The -administrative code of the city of New York ig amended by
adding a new pection 17-812 to read ag follows: )

5 17-812 Animal population control fund. 1. There is hereby estab-
lished : {03 : . . ” PRRANT -
EZIREDQQ 2 ﬁ]!ﬂg l;_o__h_e kﬂQ}!{D AR tba "ﬁnimﬂ: EQR!!JES:!. QE'EQEEIQI ;g.!!agu l!!hi;;b
ghall be used by the department to pubgidize the city's animal poOpLu -
lation control proqram as established by saction 17-811 of this chepter.

4.__3uch fund shall consist of all moneve rollected fram_the Amimal

population ¢control program sgtablighed purpuant to section  17-811 of
thiz chapter and gection three-a of chapter ome hundred fifteen of the
Lawg of eiqhteoen hyndred ninety-four, .and all other moneys _credited ox.

transferred thereto from any other fund ox pource purguant to law,

3. Moneys of the fund shall be made availahle to the department and
shall be expended for the purposes _of carrving out  animal population
control programs purguant to the provigions of section 17-811 of this

chapkex. Monevs ghall be paid out of the fund on the audit and  warrant
of the city comptroller and_appxoved by the commissioner of the depart -

mept_of healfh and_mental hvgiene. Any interest teceived by the  city
comptroller on moneys on depogit in the anixmal population contreol fund

ghall be retained in and become part of guch furnd.
§ 4. Bection 3-a of chapter 115 of the laws of 1894 " relating to the

better protection of lost and strayed animale and for securing the
rights of owners thereof, as amended by chapter 180 of the laws of 2002,
is amended to read as follows:

§ 3-a. In addition to the fee charged pursuant to szections one and two
of this chapter, any person.epplying for a dog licenge ghall ray a fee

of three dollars._ar guch grester amount as determined by the cibty coun-
eil _or the boaxd of health in the code of sausgh _gity. for any dog four

months of age or older which has not been spayed or netutered unless an
owner presents with the licemse application a statement certified by a
licensed veterinarian stating that he or she has examined the dog and
found that because of old age or other reagsons, the lifa of the dog
would be endangered by gpaying oxr meutering. 31l fees collected pursuant
to the provisiong of this section shall be forwarded to the [state] city
comptroller for deposit in the animal populatiom contrel fund created
pursuant to section [97-xx of the state finance law and section 117-a of

the agriculture and markets law] 17-812 of the adminigtrative code of
the city of New York. ]

§ 5. Any unspent moneys collected in prior fiscal years attributable
to dog licensing' foees in cities having a population of two million or
more and collected and deposited in the New Yoxk ptate animal population
control fund pursuant to gsection 97-xx of the state fipance law shall be
transferred to and retained in the animal population control fund
created pursuant to section 17-812 of the adminlstrative code of the
¢ity of New York.

§ 6. Thip act ghall take effect immediately.
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. NEW.YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule HT, Scetion 1{e)

() Memo on original drafl of bill
() Memo on amended draft of bill

BILL NUMBER:

SPONSORS: Merpber(s) of Assembly: Rosenthal

TITLE OF BILL: An Act to amend the agriculture and markets law and the administrative cods of the
city of New York, in relation to establishing 2 New York city animal population control program and an -
animal population control fund; and to amend chapter 115 of the laws of 1894 relating to the berter
protection of lost and strayed animals and for securing the rights of owners thercof, in relation to
liccnzing fees,

PURPOSE OR GENERAL (DEA OF BILL: To require the establishment of an animal population
controt program that would reduce the significant cost to the city of sheltering and finding homes for or
euthenizing these animals by redusing the population of unwantcd stray dogs and cats, as well as the
establishment of an animal population control fund to pay for such a program.

SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS: Scction 1 amends subdivision 1 of section 107 of the
agriculture and markets law, as amended by chapter 473 of the laws of 1995, 1o apply to all arcas of the
State except eny city with a population of over twa million, .

Section 2 amends the administrative code of the city of New York By adding & new scction 17-811
requiring the Department of Heslth and Mental Hygiene to establish and implement an animal
population control program, the purpose of which is to reduce the significant cost to the city of
sheltering and finding homes for ar cuthanizing these animals by reducing the population of unwanted
stray dogs and cats. ‘The Department must promulgate rules and regulations related to this program,
within 120 days from the effective date of this bill. The program will encourage New Yark City
residents who own cats or dogs to have them spayed or neutercd by’ providing low-cost spaying and
neutering services o such owners, The program will include but not be limjted to the creation of ¢linjcs
where such services shall be performed and cstablishing criteria for pot owner eligibility to usc such
scrvices. Indicia of cligibility for pet owners seeking low-cost spay and neuter erviees shall include but
not be limited to any criterfa, including proof of income, deemed acecptable or necessary by the
agencies performing the services. To carry out the provisions of this section, the commissioner of the
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene may use funds from the animal population contro!f find
established by section 17-812 of this chapter, as well a5 any other ptiblic or private source.

Scction 4 amends section 3-a of chapter 115 of the laws of 1894 relating to the better protection of Jost
and strayed animals and the rights of owners thereof to add to the fee charged pursuant to sections one
and two of thal chapter a fee of three doltars or any greater amount s determined by the city counci for
any person appiying for a dog license who is the owner of u dog four months of age or older which has
not been spayed or neutered, unless the owner presents with his or hir license application a slatement
certified by a licensed veterinarian stating that he or she has examined the dog and found that, due to ojd
age or other reasons, the life of the dog would be endangered by spaying or necutering. All fees
collected pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be forwarded o the comptroller for.deposit in
the animal population contro! fund established by this chapter.

Section 5 requires any unspent moneys gamered from dog licensing fces in cities with populations of
two million or more and collected and deposited in the animal population control fund fo bc retained in
the fund. ' :
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Section 6 séts out the effestive date,

JUSTIFICATION: _
New York’s huge population of unwanlted cats and dogs imposes an unduc financial burden on the city
that must shelter and find homes for or cuthanize these animals. It also results in thousands of healthy

- enimalg being euthanized every year due 1o o shortage of shelter for every unwanted animal. Surgery is
the only foolpraof and permanent methad of birth contro] far cats and dogs, and it is the most effective
and humane way to address the problem of animal overpopulation. This bill, which is supported by the
Department of Heaith and Mental Fygienc and the Department of A griculture and Markets, would
creale an animal population control fund 10 fund the New York City animal population control program.
Such a program would reduce the population of unwanted stvay dogs and cats and encaurage the
neutering of animals, By establishing an animal population controf program and an animal population
control fund for the purposes of ensuring that all pets are spayed and neutered, New York State wil] be
acting justly and responsibly on behalf of the people and animals of New York. '

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: A11722 was introduced in 2008 and referred to agriculture on 06/20/08,

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: Undetermined

EFFECTIVE DATE: Immediately




