THE City oF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NeEw York, N.Y. 10007

DENNIS M. WALCOTT
DErUTY MAYOR FOR EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

February 27, 2009

Hon. Elizabeth Crowley
78-25 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY, 11379

Dear Councilmember Crowley:

The City Council Land Use Committee’s subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and
Maritime Uses was slated to consider an application for a new, 1,100-seat high school in your
district this past Monday, February 23, 2009 in advance of the Council’s stated meeting on
February 26.

At your request, however, we withdrew the application this week to allow for an additional month
of discussion and consideration of the proposal. I very much hope you will support approval of
the site at the Council’s stated meeting in March, and wanted to recap the process that has
brought us to this point.

A few points I'd like to emphasize:

1. The creation of a new high school in Maspeth is a crucial part of our overall
plan to build new capacity and alleviate overcrowding in Queens. While we
have worked to be responsive to your concerns and the concerns of your
constituents, we are also obliged to consider the broader needs of the borough.

2. - Theapplication was introduced following an extensive, two-year process of
community consultation, as well as discussions with you that began one month
following your election on November 4, 2008,

3. Throughout the process and in response to your concerns, the School
Construction Authority (SCA) and Department of Education (DOE) have
made substantial changes to the proposed school, including a substantial
capacity reduction and an enroliment priority for residents of District 24,
secondary options for District 27 and District 28 and tertiary priority given to
the borough of Queens.
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The needs we are trying to meet

There are pockets of overcrowding in a number of communities throughout the city and
particularly in Queens. Several high schools in Queens have more than 1,000 students and
utilization rates at or over 120%. These include: Newtown (129%), Grover Cleveland {128%),
Aviation (120%), Cardozo (141%), Francis Lewis (175%), Bayside (152%), Richmond Hill
(160%), Forest Hitls (157%), Thomas Edison (150%) and Long Island City (147%). Thisisa
problem that is not limited to any one district or neighborhood, and it requires a boroughwide
solution.

As a result, the FY05-FY09 Capital Plan proposed that we build 10,000 high school seats in
Queens, based on our review of existing overcrowding, population trends and housing growth.
This is more than in any other borough except for the Bronx (where we also plan to build 10,000
seats).

We have already constructed 3,593 high school seats in Queens, and another 4,973 will open over
the next 3.5 years. This, however, leaves 1,346 seats to be sited. As you know, dollars are

increagingly tight, and sites are hard to find. That is why the construction of the new high school
at issue, in Maspeth, is so crucially important. The Maspeth high school would have fuifilled our

10,000-seat commitment in its original, 1,650-seat incarnation, and will come close to doing so
with a reduced capacity of 1,100 seats,

Two-year community consultation process

A two-year dialogue with the community began in March 2007, when the principal and
leadership team of P.S. 58 sent a letter to Schools Chancellor Joel Klein recommending that the
site be considered for a new high school building, A year later, on March 14, 2008, we proposed
a 1,650-seat high school for the site, and SCA began its formal public review process, with
notification of the site selection published in a major newspaper and distributed to Queens
Community Board 5, the City Planning Commission and local elected officials {including then-
Councilmember Dennis Gallagher). A series of public meetings followed, attended by
representatives of the SCA and DOE; '

On April 9, 2008, Community Board 5 held a public hearing at Christ the King High
School;

On April 29, 2008, we made a presentation to Community Education Council 24; and

On May 4, 2008, SCA staff attended Community Board 5’s Land Use Committee
meeting at its request to discuss our proposal.

On May 14, Community Board 5 voted to oppose the site because they were still not confident
that it would meet community needs. Two weeks later, on June 3, 2008, Anthony Como was
elected to the Council. We proceeded to make several attempts to meet with then-
Councilmember Como, who subsequently lost his seat to you in an election held on November 4.
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Enrollment reduction and district nripritization in response to your concerns

We then met with you on December 11, 2008, one month following your election, and presented
revised plans that reduced the number of seats in the school by one-third, from 1,650 to 1,100. A
reduction of 550 seats runs counter to our crucial objective of using limited tax dollars to create
maximum capacity in response to the overcrowding problem in Queens that 1 have discussed. We
made this accommodation, however, in the hope that the schoo] would be more acceptable to you
and your constituents and could earn your support. Two-thirds of a school, in our view, was
better than no school at all.

On January 14, 2009, we presented the revised plan to Community Board 5, as we had committed
to do before formally submitting the site for consideration by the Council. At that meeting, you
were quoted in the: Daily News as saying, “We are not going to stand for this school unless we are
assured it is locally zoned.” You again expressed this concern to me on January 27 at Gracie
Mansion, citing five feeder schools for which you sought to provide sole access at the new high
school.

As you know, however, DOE no longer creates such narrowly zoned high schools.'

- Most practically, it is simply not possible to find sites in every individual neighborhood whose
students.need more school seats, nor is it fiscally responsible to target school construction dollars

so narrowly. In this case, using the Maspeth site for a locally zoned school would not broadl

address an overcrowding problem that exists throughout the borough and would not be fair or
responsive to all the parents who deserve more high school seats.

More generally, zoned high schools have, historically, contributed to the persistence of a stratified
school system and, in turn, an unequal distribittion of resources. It is the nature of a diverse city
that some communities can advocate for limited resources more effectively than others. If access
to those resources—a new high school, for example—is then cut off to the rest of the city, the
benefits flow unevenly to those well-organized, and, typically, more affluent communities. With
high schools in particular, locally zoned facilities lead to a separate group of “have-nots™ that get
caught in a vicious cycle of low performance and low demand. This kind of locally-based
pressure, and the distortions it can create, is precisely why there is a need for centralized control
of the city’s schools, and why we now create high schools open to ail public school students—
generally with enrollment priority for the borough in which a school is located—without regard to
background or feeder school.

We therefore proceeded with a plan for a reduced-capacity, non-zoned tigh school with
enrollment priority for residents of Queens. After discussions with City Council Land Use
committee staff on January 30, 2009, we agreed to submit the proposal for approval by the Land
Use subcommittee on February 23—rather than on February 9—to allow more time for
deliberation.

In advance of the vote, you met with School Construction Authority President Sharon
Greenberger and Deputy Chancellor Kathleen Grimm on February 19. In the meeting and in a
follow-up letter sent later that day, you again asked that the school be locally zoned for students

'The final “zoned” high school was Metropolitan High School, approved in 2004, in order to honor a
commitment made by former Schools Chancellor Harold Levy.
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from five specific feeder schools.

In an effort to balance our broader obligations with the practical need for your support, while we
could not agree to local zoning feeder schools, DOE responded with a proposal to give enrollment
priority at the new school to students in District 24; secondary priority to students in two
netghboring and overcrowded districts, Districts 27 and 28; and tertiary priority to residents of the
remainder of Queens. This would mean, practically, that students from the five schools you
identified, along with some of their neighbors and students from a neighborhood or two away,
would have first access to the new school. This method of prioritization was broader than the one

you sought, but narrower than at any high school we have initiated during Chancellor Klein’s

tenure,

Withdrawal of Council proposal at your request

I know that you felt that a Council vote this week would come too quickly on the heels of this
proposed change. Despite the extensive back-and-forth outlined above, we reluctantly agreed to
withdraw the proposal to give you and your constituents yet more time to consider it. Please
know that my staff, the Department of Education, and I are at your disposal, at City Hall or in
your district, over the coming weeks before the Council’s next stated meeting, Tknow we have
scheduled at least one meeting to discuss your concerns about enrollment and capacity planning
for your district, in general.

Going forward

In less than four months since your election, your vigorous advocacy has resulted in substantial
changes to the plan for this school: a reduction of seats by 33% and enrollment priority for
District 24 students. When it is complete, the school will be a tremendous and much-needed asset
for your district and for your borough.

With each delay, however, it becomes more likely that the funding for this school will be moved
to next fiscal year”s capital plan, which puts the project at some risk in the current budget climate.
For this reason, two years after this conversation was initiated, we will not be able to delay the
vote past the March stated meeting.

Additionally, at a time when demand throughout the City for school construction dollars greatly
outstrips supply, we cannot justify spending $80 million in a specific district for a narrow few
when its expenditure elsewhere would give a substantially larger and broader group of students
access to a new facility. For this reason, we cannot compromise our obligation to all students and
city taxpayers by limiting access to this school or further reducing its size. If the proposal is,
therefore, unacceptable to you, we may reluctantly redirect the committed resources to another
neighborhood where there is both need and support. 1t would be the first time, to my knowledge,
that the City Council has rejected a new school.

Though I do understand the pressure on a local elected official to advocate for the needs of
students in his or her district, I would ask you to balance this pressure against the needs of an
entire borough of schoolchildren without enough options and a government with increasingly
limited resources. Together, we have a responsibility to do the best we can for every
neighborhood in New York City.
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With all this in mind, I am hopeful that you will support approval of the site at the Council’s
stated meeting in March.

cc:

Sincerely,
i’_ﬁﬁ‘_—"\‘ r\ o
A ONT

Dennis M. Walcott
Deputy Mayor

Hon. Christine Quinn, City Council Speaker

Hon. Melinda Katz, Chair, City Council Committee on Land Use

Hon. Jessica Lappin, Chair, City Council Land Use Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public
Siting and Maritime Uses

Hon. Leroy Comrie, Chair, City Council Queens Delegation

Hon. Robert Jackson, Chair, City Council Committee on Education
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SCA

School Gonsstruction Authority

Department of
Education

Sharon L. Greenberger
President &CEOQO

sgreenberrger@nycsca.org

March 13, 2009

The Honerable Christine C. Quinn
Speaker of the City Council

City Hall

New York, New York 10007

Dear Speaker Quinn:

The New York City School Construction Authority (the Authority) has undertaken its
site selection process for the following proposed school:

e New, Approximately 1,100-Seat High School Facility, Queens

* Block 2803, Lot 1

¢ Northwest Comner of 57™ Avenue and 74" Street
s Community School District No. 24

¢ Queens Community Board No. 5

The project site contains a total of approximately 84,000 square feet 511 .93 acres) of
lot area and is located at the northwest corner of 57 Avenue and 74" Street in the
Maspeth section of Queens. The site is privately-owned and currently contains a
one-story warehouse structure and open parking area. Under the proposed project,
the SCA would acquire the site, demolish the existing on-site structure, and
construct a new, approximately 1,100-seat high school facility in the Borough of
Queens.

The Notice of Filing of the Site Plan was published in the New York Post and the
City Record on March 14, 2008. At the time, the Authority proposed to acquire the
site for the construction of a new, approximately 1,650-seat intermediateshigh
school facility serving students in grades six through twelve. Queens Community
Board No. 5 was notified on March 14, 2008, and was asked to hold a public
hearing on the proposed Site Plan. Queens Community Board No. 5 held its public
hearing on April 9, 2008, and subsequently sent written comments recommending
against the proposed Site Plan. The City Planning Commission was also notified on
March 14, 2008, and it recommended in favor of the proposed site.

30-30 Thomson Avenue 7184728003 T
Long Island City, NY 11101-3045 7184728009 F



The Authority considered all comments received on the proposed project and has
modified the proposed Site Plan pursuant to §1731.4 of the Public Authorities Law.
The Authority now proposes to acquire and develop the site with a new,
approximately 1,100-seat high school facility serving grades nine through twelve. in
accordance with §1732 of the Public Authorities Law, the Authority submitted the
enclosed Site Plan to the Mayor and the Council on February 18, 2009. At the
Council's request, that application was subsequently withdrawn on February 23,
2009. In accordance with §1732 of the Public Authorities Law, the Authority is
hereby resubmitting the Site Plan for consideration by the Mayor and Council.
Enclosed also are copies of the Environmental Assessment and Negative
Declaration that have been prepared for this project.

The Authority looks forward to your favorable consideration of the proposed Site
Plan. If you have any questions regarding this Site Plan or would like further
information, please contact me at (718) 472-8001 at your convenience.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

i £ Lo

Sharon L. Greenberger
President & CEO

Encl.

¢.  Hon. Michael R. Bloomberg (w/o attachments)
Hon. Melinda Katz, Land Use Committee
Hon. Jessica Lappin, Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting
and Maritime Uses
Hon. Elizabeth Crowley, District Councilmember
Kathleen Grimm, Deputy Chancellor for Finance and Administration
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May 21, 2008

Community Board 5, Queens

Sharon L. Greenberger

President & CEO
NY City School Construction Authority

cc:

{

continued from page 1
Ross J. Holden, V.P. & Counsel- NYC School Construction Auth.
Kenrick Ou, Operations Director— NYC SCA Real Estate Div.
Community Education Council - School District 24

Mary Leas, Queens Mgr. for Community Rel. - NYC SCA

Hon. Serphin Maltese, NY State Senator

Hon. Margaret. Markey, NY State Assembly Representative

V. Arcuri, W. Sanchez, V. McDermott & M. Caruana - CB5Q
Roe Daraio, President, COMET Civic Association



May 21, 2008

Community Board 5, Queens

RESOLUTION / RECOMMENDATION

RE: Proposed Intermediate School/High School
for Approxzimately 1,650 Students, on
74 Street at 57 Avenue in Maspeth, Queens

Residents,who spoke in opposition of this proposed school
at the Board 5, Queens hearing,stressed that Grand Avenue and
57 Avenue are at a virtual traffic standstill during significant
portions of the day currently. IS 73 overwhelms the nearby area
with so many city buses to transport students across Queens Blvd.,
to the extent that Q-58 buses make special stops om the 71 Street
side of I.S8. 73.

Residents have also stated their concerns that problems
with unruly pre-teens and teens along Grand Avenue, after school,
will be much worse if an IS/HS is built less than one block from
Grand Avenue and very close to IS 73.

Those living near the proposed school have stated that,
with 170 staff expected to work at this IS/HS, ‘parking problems
and area traffic congestion will increase significantly.

At the May 6th meeting of the Zoning and Land Use Review
Committee, several members stated that a 1,000 seat school would
be more reasonable at the proposed locatiom and that there is
already an intermediate school within 5 blocks of the site in
question. Again, committee members agreed that more high school
seats are much needed for teenagers living in Maspeth and nearby
communities.

After additional discussion at the May 6th meeting, the
members of the Zoning and Land Use Review Committee unanimously
agreed that an intermediate/high school should not be built for
as many as 1,650 students on the northwest corner of 74 Street
at 57th Avenue in Maspeth, Queens for the following reasons:

~ That the site in question is less than one block away
from an existing 1,000 student elementary school and in
very close proximity to Intermediate School 73, which
serves approximately 1,700 students.

- That a school building that is 4 stories tall and 70 Feet
in height is out of character with the adjacent residential
community.

- That the plan for a school at this location does not
include any on site provisions for staff parking in a
portion of the community that is already overwhelmed
with parking demands.

- That IS 73, which is only a few blocks away from this
proposed school site, is reportedly at only 90% capacity,
which indicates that an intermediate school component at
this proposed site is not necessary.



CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
CITY OF NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE-CHAIR

April 25, 2008

Sharon L. Greenberger

President & CEO ,

New York City School Construction Authority
30-30 Thomson Avenue

Long Island City, NY 11101-3045

Dear Ms. Greenberger:

This is in response fo your letter of March 14, 2008 in which notice was glven to the City
Planning Comxmssmn of the proposed site selection of Block 2803, Lot 1 in the borough of
Queens (Commumty District 5) for a new 1,650-seat intermediate/high school facility in
Community School District 24.

In view of the need for new intermediate and high school seat capacity in Queens, the City
Planning Commission recommends in favor of the proposed site for an intermediate/high school

facility.
Very sincerely,

R e

Amanda M. Burden

c:  RossHolden
: Kathleen Grimm
. Betty Mackintosh

Amanda M. Burden, AICP Chair
22 Reade Street, New York, NY 10007-1216
(212) 720-3200 FAX (212) 720-3219
nye.goviplanning



ALTERNATE SITE ANALYSIS

NEW, APPROXIMATELY
1,650-SEAT INTERMEDIATE/HIGH SCHOOL
54-44 74™ Street
Biock 2803, Lot 1
School District 24, Queens

The foliowing locations were also considered as potential sites for a school in
Western Queens.

1.

3502-3518 35™ Street (Block 639, Lot 16) - This 43,000 square foot City-
owned property was partially leased to the Kaufman Astoria Studios for
use as parking. A feasibility study and an environmental review found the
property suitable for a school. The Department of Education acquired the
Kaufman Astoria Studios leasehold interest in the property and jurisdiction
over the entire site. The 1,000-seat Frank Sinatra School of the Arts is
currently under construction at the site.

45-10 94™ Street (Block 1600, Lot 61) — This site consists of an
approximately 237,000 square foot former industrial building and 70,000
square feet of land. A feasibility study was prepared and envircnmental
evaluation was completed. The property was deemed suitable for
construction of a school, and construction is currently underway for an
approximately 1,600-seat intermediate/high school at this site.

55-02 Broadway (Block 1194, Lot 32) — This property contains
approximately 36,000 square feet, and is located in a M1-1 zoning district.
The property is on the market. A feasibility study was prepared, which
concluded that a school could physically fit on the site. Environmental due
diligence is currently underway, and the site remains under consideration.

53-01 37" Avenue (Block 1192, Lot 101) - This 26,000 square foot
property, in a M1-1 zoning district, was offered for sale. A preliminary
review determined that the site was highly irregular and abutted a railroad
right-of-way. It was determined that given its size, shape and location, this
property would not be suitable for school. The site was dropped from
further consideration.

. 33-20 55" Street (Block 1193, Lot 62) — This 21,000 square foot property

is located in an M1-1 zoning district and improved with a 21,000 square
foot industrial building. The property was put on the market for sale. The
Department of Education conducted a preliminary review and determined
that the site would not be suitable for school due to the property’s
relatively small size and irregular configuration, as well as its adjacency {o
railroad right of way and industrial context. Therefore, the property was
dropped from consideration.



NEW YORK CITY SCHOOL
CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY

March 14, 2008

Vincent Arcuri, Jr.

Chairperson

Queens Community Board No. 5

61-23 Myrtle Avenue - oo
Glendale, New York 11385

Re: New, Approximately 1,650-Seat Intermediate/High School, Queens
Community School District No. 24

Dear Mr. Arcuri:

Pursuant to §1731 of the New York City School Construction Authority Act, notice is
hereby given of the proposed site selection of Block 2803, Lot 1, and any other
property in the immediate vicinity which may be necessary for the proposed project,
located in the Borough of Queens, for the development of a new, approximately
1,650-seat intermediate/high school facility in Community School District No. 24.
The site is a privately-owned property that contains a one-story warehouse building
and open parking area.

Section 1731.2 states that within thirty (30) days of this nofice, a public hearing with
sufficient public notice shall be held by each affected community board on any or all
aspects of the Site Plan. You may request the attendance of representatives of the
Authority or Department of Education at this hearing.

In addition, §1731.3 states that within forty-five (45) days of this notice, each affected
community board shall prepare and submit to the Authority written comments on the
Site Plan. Attached please find copies of the Notice of Filing, Site Plan, and the
Alfernate Sites Analyses for this proposed action. The Authority will accept public
comments on this proposed Site Plan until April 28, 2008. All comments will be
taken into consideration in the Authority’s final decision regarding this matter.

If you require any additional information, please contact Ross J. Holden, Vice
President and General Counsel, at (718) 472-8220.

Sincerely,

St gt

Sharon L. Greenberger
President & CEO

e Kathleen Grimm, Deputy Chancellor for Finance & Administration
Gary Giordano, District Manager, Queens Community District No. 5

30 - 30 Thomson Avenue

Long Island City, NY 11101-3045
TEL 718 472-8000

FAX 718 472-8840

Web Site: www.nycsca.org



NEW YORK CITY SCHOOL
CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY

March 14, 2008

The Honorable Christine C. Quinn
Speaker of the City Council
City Hall

“New York, New York 10007 -

Re: New, Approximately 1,650-Seat Intermediate/High School, Queens
Community School District No. 24

Dear Speaker Quinn:

Attached please find copies of the site selection notification for the selection of Block
2803, Lot 1, and any other property in the immediate vicinity which may be necessary
for the proposed project, located in the Borough of Queens, for the development of a
new, approximately 1,650-seat intermediate/high school facility in Community
School District No. 24. The site is a privately-owned property that contains a one-
story warehouse building and open parking area.

This notification was sent to Queens Community Board No. 5 and the City Planning
Commission. The Notice of Filing for this site selection will be published in the New
York Post and City Record on March 14, 2008, and the SCA. will continue to accept
public comments until April 28, 2008.

I have also attached the Site Plan and Alternate Sites Analyses for your review. If you
require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Ross J. Holden,
Vice President and General Counsel, at (718) 472-8220.

Sincerely,

Stinnd gl

Sharon L. Greenberger
President & CEQ

Atftachments

c: Kathieen Grimm, Deputy Chancellor for Finance & Administration
Hon. Melinda Katz, Land Use Committee
Hon. Jessica Lappin, Subcommiitee on Landmarks, Public Siting & Maritime Uses
Hon. Dennis P. Gallagher, District Councilmember
(Gail Benjamin, Director, Land Use Division
Alonzo Carr, Land Use Division

30 - 30 Thorason Avenue

Long Istand City, NY 11101-3045
TEL 718 472-8000

FAX 718 472-8840

Web Site: wwWwW.nycsca.org



NEW YORK CITY SCHOOL
CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY

March 14, 2008

The Honorable Serphin R. Maltese C
New York State Senate, 15™ District

District Office

71-04 Myrtle Avenue

Glendale, New York 11385

Re:  New, Approximately 1,650-Seat Intermediate/High School, Queens
Community School District No. 24

Dear Senator Maltese:

Attached please find copies of the site selection notification for the selection of Block
2803, Lot 1, and any other property in the immediate vicinity which may be necessary
for the proposed project, located in the Borough of Queens, for the development of a
new, approximately 1,650-seat intermediate/high school facility in Community
School District No. 24. The site is a privately-owned property that contains a one-
story warehouse building and open parking area.

This notification was sent to Queens Community Board No. 5 and the City Planning
Commission. The Notice of Filing for this site selection will be published in the New
York Post and City Record on March 14, 2008, and the SCA will continne to accept
public comments until April 28, 2008.

[ have also attached the Site Plan and Alternate Sites Analyses for your review. If you
require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Ross J. Holden,
Vice President and General Counsel, at (718) 472-8220.

Sincerely,

St d ghg 1~

Sharon L. Greenberger
President & CEO

Attachments

c: Kathleen Grimm, Deputy Chancellor for Finance & Administration '

30 - 30 Thomson Avemue

Long Island City, NY 11101-3045
TEL 718 472-8000

FAX 718 472-8840

Web Site: www.nycsca.org



epartment of
Education

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW
NEGATIVE DECLARATION
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANGE

DATE: February 13, 2009
SEQR PROJECT NO.: 09-005 |
LEAD AGENCY: New York City School Construction Authority

30-30 Thomson Avenue
Long Island City, New York 11101-3045

This notice is issued pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing regulations
pertaining to Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the
Environmental Conservation Law. Pursuant to §1730.2 of the Public
Authorities Law, the New York City School Construction Authority (SCA) is
SEQR Lead Agency.

The SCA, as Lead Agency, has determined that the proposed action
described below will not have a significant effect on the quality of the
environment, and a Draft Environmental impact Statement (DEIS) will not be
prepared.

NAME OF ACTION: Maspeth High School Facility
New, Approximately 1,100-Seat
High School Facility, Queens

LOCATION: 73-35 57th Avenue and 54-44 74th Street
Maspeth, Queens County
Tax Block 2803, Tax Lot 1

SEQR STATUS: Unlisted

NEGATIVE DECLARATION
Description of Action:

On behalf of the New York City Department of Education (DOE), the New
York City School Construction Authority (SCA) proposes the site selection,
acquisition, acceptance of construction funding, and construction of a new,
approximately 1,100-seat high school facility in Maspeth, Queens. The
proposed facility would accommodate two high school organizations serving
students in grades 9 through 12, as well as District 75 (special education)
students. Acquisition, design and construction of this proposed facility would
be conducted pursuant to DOE’s Five-Year Capital Plan for Fiscal Years
2005-2009. :

30-30 Thomson Avenue 7184728000T
Long Island City, NY 11101 7184728840 F
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SCA

School Construction Authority

New, Approximately 1,120-Seat High School Facility, Queens
SEQR Project No. 09-005

Negative Declaration

February 13, 2009

The proposed site is located at the northwest corner of 57" Avenue and 74" Street
(Block 2803, Lot 1), and is privately-owned. The site contains a total of approximately
84,071 square feet of lot area, and is occupied by a vacant one-story building and its
accessory parking lot.

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide additional permanent capacity at
the high school level in the Borough of Queens, and within Maspeth in particular,
which does not contain a high school facility. The DOE’s Five-Year Capital Plan for
Fiscal Years 2005-2009 identified a need for 9,912 additional high school seats in
Queens in order to address existing overcrowding and forecast changes in student
enrollments. Overall, high schools in Queens are over utilized at a rate of 108
percent. Nearby high schools in District 24, Newtown High School and Grover
Cleveland High School are over utilized at a rate of 127 and 129 percent,

-respectively — two of the most over utilized high schools in the city.

Under the proposed project, the SCA would acquire the site, .demolish the existing
on-site structure, and construct a high school building on the site. The proposed new
facility would contain approximately 148,280 gross square feet, consisting of
classrooms, special educational facilities, library, gymnasium, cafeteria, kitchen,
labs, medical suite, storage facilities, locker rooms, custodial spaces and an
administrative/support space. A large outdoor recreational area would be located
behind the school structure and would include a walking track, fithess equipment,
trees and plantings. The main entrance to the school facility would be Iocated on -
74th Street.

Reasons Supporting This Determination:

A comprehensive Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) and Supplemental
Environmental Studies for this action were completed and issued on February 13,
2009. Based upon those documents (which are appended hereto), the SCA has
determined that the proposed project will have no significant adverse impacts on
environmental conditions related to the following areas: land use, zoning and public
policy; socioeconomic conditions; community facilities; open space; shadows;
historic and archaeological resources; urban design and visual resources;
neighborhood character; natural resources; hazardous materials; waterfront
revitalization program; infrastructure; solid waste and sanitation services; energy;
traffic and parking; transit and pedestrians; air quality; noise; construction impacts;
and, public health. .

The key findings of related to the analyses of the following two environmental impact
areas in the Environmental Assessment are discussed in greater detail below.

Traffic

For the streets in the vicinity of the site, future intersection volumes would generally
increase over existing traffic volumes, but those increases could be accommodated
by the street capacities for the majority of the locations. However, based on City
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New, Approximately 1,120-Seat High School Facility, Queens
SEQR Project No. 09—005

Negative Declaration

February 13, 2009

Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) standards, the proposed project could result
in significant impacts at five (5) local intersections during the analyzed peak periods.
The traffic analysis also indicated that those impacts could be mitigated through
relatively simple, low-cost, and conventional traffic engineering methods as
described in greater detail below. These improvements are subject to review and
approval by the New York City Department of Transportation (NYCDOT):

Grand Avenue and 69" Street

An impact because of the project-generated traffic will occur at the southbound
approach in the AM peak hour with a change in the Level-of-Service (LOS) from LOS
C to LOS E. There will also be an impact in the PM peak hour, with a change in the
LOS from LOS D to LOS E. This impact at the southbound approach during the AM
and PM peak hours could be mitigated by shifting three (3) seconds of green time
from the eastbound/westbound phase to the northbound/southbound phase.

Grand Avenue and 72™ Place

An impact in the PM peak hour will occur at the northbound lefi-turn movement
because of the project-generated traffic. The northbound left-turn movement will
continue to operate at LOS D with delays increasing from 42.9 seconds under the No
Build condition to 49.4 in the Build condition. This impact could be mitigated by
shifting one (1) second of green time from the eastbound/westbound phase to the
northbound/southbound phase.

Grand Avenue and 74™ Street (Signalized)

An.impact in the AM and PM peak hours will occur at the eastbound and northbound
approaches of this intersection. In the AM peak hour, the eastbound approach will
deteriorate from LOS C to LOS E and the northbound approach will deteriorate from
LOS Dto LOS F. In the PM peak hour, the eastbound approach will deteriorate from
LOS D to LOS F, and the northbound approach will deteriorate from LOS C to LOS
E. The impacts at the eastbound and northbound approaches during the AM and
PM peak hour could be mitigated by restricting parking on these approaches
(permitted under existing conditions) for approximately 150 feet and re-striping both
approaches as follows:

* Re-stripe the eastbound approach to provide one lefi-through and one right
turn lane, each 12 feet wide.

* Re-stripe the northbound approach to provide one 12-foot left-through lane
and one 12-foot right turn lane.

In addition, mitigation would include shifting three (3) seconds of green time from the

eastbound/westbound phase to the northbound/southbound phase during the AM
peak hour.
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Grand Avenue and 74" Street (Unsignalized)

The impact at the southbound approach at this intersection will occur during both the
AM and PM peak hours. The southbound approach will continue to operate at LOS
F during the AM peak hour with delays increasing from 60.9 seconds under No Build
conditions to 140.5 seconds under Build conditions. During the PM peak hour this
approach will continue to operate at LOS F with delays increasing from 70.9 seconds
under No Build conditions to 121.4 seconds under Build conditions. This impact at
the southbound approach during the AM and PM peak hours could be mitigated by
installing a traffic new signal.

57" Avenue and 74" Street

An impact in the AM peak hour will occur at the westbound approach which would
continue to operate at LOS F with delays increasing from 90.2 seconds under the No
Build to 115.8 seconds under the Build conditions. The southbound approach will
also be impacted in the PM peak hour, where the LOS would deteriorate from LOS B
under the No Build conditions to LOS F under the Build conditions. These impacts
could be mitigated by prohibiting parking for 150 feet along the north curb and

- moving the centerline 2 feet south to create a 13% foot-wide shared left, through and

right-turn lane. In addition, the mitigation would include shifting one (1) second of
green time from the northbound/southbound phase {o the eastbound/westbound
phase in the AM, and shifting two (2) seconds of green time from the
eastbound/westbound phase to the northbound/southbound phase in the PM.

As part of the proposed project, the SCA will petition NYCDOT to implement the
traffic signal timing adjustments, lane re-striping, and curbside parking restrictions
necessary to avoid significant adverse traffic impacts due to the new school’s
operations. Also, the SCA shall petition NYCDOT to install a new traffic signal at the
unsignalized intersection of Grand Avenue and 74™ Street prior to the opening of the
new school.

As part of the proposed project, the SCA will petition NYCDOT to implement the
traffic signal timing adjustments, lane re-striping, and curbside parking restrictions
necessary to avoid significant adverse traffic impacts due to the new school's
operations. Also, the SCA shall petition NYCDOT to install a new traffic signal at the
unsignalized intersection of Grand Avenue and 74" Street prior to the opening of the
new school.

Soil and Groundwater Conditions

As part of the evaluation of the site’s soil and groundwater conditions, A Phase |
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) was prepared in March 2008. The Phase |
ESA identified recognized environmental conditions (RECs) associated with the
historic presence of nearby automobile service stations, dry cleaners, a salvage
yard, manufacturing facilities, and a former gas manufacturing facility.

Based on the Phase | ESA, further study in the form of a Phase Il Environmental Site
Investigation (ESI) was completed in March 2008. The Phase Il ES! identified
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elevated concentrations of petroleum-related volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
and tetrachloroethene (PCE) in soil vapor and the presence of elevated
concentrations of semi-volatile organic compounds (SVYOCs) and metals in the soil.

Based on the results of the Phase Il ESI, the SCA has identified and developed
measures that will be incorporated into the construction of the new school facility.
The SCA wilt install a soil vapor barrier and an active sub-slab depressurization
system as part of the new school's construction to prevent potential migration of
organic vapors into the new building. Also, during construction, the SCA’s contractor
shall properly manage excavated soils in accordance with all applicable local, State
and Federal regulations. For areas of the site where exposed soils may exist (e.g.,
landscaped areas), a twenty-four (24) inch thick layer of certified-clean fill will be
placed over those soils. In addition, to minimize construction workers’ potential
exposure, standard industry practices, including appropriate health and safety
measures, will be utilized. Since these measures will be implemented as part of the
proposed project, no adverse impacts would occur to construction workers or school
occupants.

The proposed project would have the beneficial impact of providing approximately
1,120 additional seats of permanent public school capacity at the high school level in
the Borough of Queens and in the community of Maspeth. This additional capacity
would facilitate DOE’s ongoing policy initiatives, including relieving the overcrowding
of existing Queens high school facilities, such as Newtown and Grover Cleveland
High Schools.

For further information contact:

Contact: Ross J. Holden
Vice President and General Counsel

Address: New York City School Construction Authority
30-30 Thomson Avenue
Long Island City, New York 11101-3045

Telephone: (718) 472-8220
/( February 13, 2009

Sharon L. Greefiberder Date
President & CEO
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