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Int. No. 809:

By the Speaker (Council Member Quinn) and Council Members Brewer, Comrie, Lappin, Liu, Nelson, White, Jr. and Gerson
Title:

A Local Law to amend the New York City Charter in relation to the City Planning Commission.
Charter:  

Amends chapter 192 of the New York City Charter by adding a new subdivision (g).
1. Introduction

On Thursday, September 25, 2008 at 1:00 PM the Committee on Waterfronts, chaired by Council Member Michael C. Nelson, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 809.  Int. No. 809 requires the Department of City Planning to file a comprehensive waterfront plan by December 31, 2010, and not less often than every ten years thereafter.  

2. Background

In 1972 Congress passed the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA).  The Act is administered by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management, (OCRM) Coastal Programs Division (CPD), and provides for management of the nation's coastal resources, including the Great Lakes, and attempts to balances economic development with environmental conservation.


The purpose of the CZMA is “to encourage and assist the states to exercise effectively their responsibilities in the coastal zone through the development and implementation of management programs to achieve wise use of the land and water resources of the coastal zone, giving full consideration to ecological, cultural, historic, and esthetic values as well as the needs for compatible economic development.”


The CZMA supports states through financial assistance, mediation, technical services and information, and participation in priority state, regional, and local forums.
  

The New York State Department of State, Division of Coastal Resources, oversees the implementation of the CZMA in the State of New York pursuant to New York State's Waterfront Revitalization and Coastal Resource Act of 1981, and works in partnership with local municipalities to create Local Waterfront Revitalization Programs.


In 1982, the New York City Board of Estimate adopted New York City's first Waterfront Revitalization Program (WRP) in accordance with Section 197-a of the City Charter.  In the early nineties it was recognized that the WRP would need to be revised to reflect the current needs of the City’s waterfront.  In 1992, the Department of City Planning issued the Comprehensive Waterfront Plan (CWP).


The CWP divided the New York waterfront into four different waterfront types: the natural waterfront, the public waterfront, the working waterfront and the redeveloping waterfront.
  Each waterfront type was described and mapped, and the significant issues facing that waterfront type were analyzed.  Specific goals were proposed for each waterfront type.  For example, the plan for Public Waterfront proposed to: “identify opportunities for improved linkages to and along the waterfront; ensure high quality public spaces at the water’s edge by establishing design guidelines; encourage publicly orient waterfront-dependent and waterfront-enhancing uses; preserve and enhance visual corridors from the upland to the waterfront and special vies seen from the water’s edge; retain and expand recreational opportunities that are enhanced by a waterfront location; and plan for the development and future maintenance of the public waterfront.”


The CWP furthermore outlined strategies for accomplishing the specific goals set forth in each section.  It was in the CWP that the concept of Significant Maritime and Industrial Areas (SMIA) and Special Natural Waterfront Areas (SNWA) were first established, as well as the specific policy considerations that guide their use.
  The CWP also made waterfront zoning proposals, proposed map changes, and proposed changes to the WRP.

The WRP was formally amended in 1999 following the completion of the five Borough Waterfront Plans in 1994 and the adoption of new waterfront zoning text in 1993, based on the suggestions found in the CWP.
  The amended WRP was approved by the Council in 1999
 and by New York State Department of State in 2002.

3. Introduction Number 809
Section one of Int. No. 809 amends chapter 192 of the New York City Charter by adding a new subdivision (g).  Subdivision (g) requires the City Planning Commission to file a comprehensive waterfront plan with the Mayor, the Council, the Public Advocate, the Borough Presidents, and the community boards by December 31, 2010, and not less than every ten years thereafter.
The comprehensive waterfront plan shall assess waterfront resources for the natural waterfront, the public waterfront, the working waterfront and the developing waterfront, and will state the waterfront policy of the City Planning Commission.  Such policy shall take into consideration the Mayor’s Strategic Policy Statement, the ten year capital strategy, the four year capital plan, Community-based 197-a plans, and their own assessment of the waterfront resources.  The comprehensive waterfront plan shall also include proposals for implementing such planning policy by whatever means appropriate, including amendment of the zoning resolution.
Section two of Int. No. 809 provides that this local law shall take effect immediately.

Int. No. 809
By the Speaker (Council Member Quinn) and Council Members Brewer, Comrie, Lappin, Liu, Nelson, White, Jr. and Gerson

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter in relation to the City Planning Commission.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 192 of the New York city charter is hereby amended by adding a new subdivision (g) to read as follows:


g. Not later than the thirty-first day of December, two thousand and ten and not less than every ten years thereafter, the commission shall file with the mayor, the council, the public advocate, the borough presidents, and the community boards, a comprehensive waterfront plan.  The plan shall include (1) an assessment of waterfront resources for the natural waterfront, the public waterfront, the working waterfront and the developing waterfront, (2) a statement of the planning policy of the commission, which policy shall take into consideration, among other things, the ten year capital strategy, the assessment of waterfront resources in (1) above, the four year capital plan, the strategic policy statements provided for in section seventeen and plans approved pursuant to section one hundred ninety-seven-a and (3) proposals for implementing the planning policy of the commission whether by amendment of the zoning resolution, development of plans or otherwise.  


§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.

� http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/czm/czm_act.html.


� 16 U.S.C. 1452(2).


� http://www.nyswaterfronts.com/aboutus_federal.asp


� Ibid.


� New York City Comprehensive Waterfront Plan: Reclaiming the City’s Edge, Department of City Planning (1992).


� Ibid at 51.


� Ibid at 112.


� Ibid.


� http://www.nyswaterfronts.com/aboutus_federal.asp


� Resolution 1028 of 1999 (Land Use No. 579)


� http://www.nyswaterfronts.com/initiatives_NYC.asp
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