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THE COUNCIL
REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

ROBERT NEWMAN, LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

Hon. Erik Martin Dilan, Chairman
September 4, 2008
PROPOSED INT. NO. 794-A:
By: Council Member Lappin (in conjunction with the Mayor), Comrie, Gentile, James, Koppell, Monserrate, Nelson, Palma, Recchia Jr., Seabrook, Stewart, Weprin, Gerson, Jackson, Dickens, White Jr. and Liu
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to training for tower and climber crane workers and riggers.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Chapter 33 of the Building Code and section 28-404.3 of Title 28.
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On September 4, 2008, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Councilman Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 794-A, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to training for tower and climber crane workers and riggers.  The Council is concerned that workers may not be properly trained in tower and climber crane jumping, dismantling and rigging operations.  Previously, on July 15, 2008, the Committee heard testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings and the construction industry with regards to an earlier amended version of this legislation.
Proposed Int. No. 794-A
Bill section one would amend Chapter 33 of the Building Code of the City of New York, by adding a new section 3319.10 to require training for all workers engaged in the erection, jumping, climbing, rigging or dismantling of a tower or climber crane.  All workers would be required to demonstrate satisfactory completion of a thirty-hour course approved by the Department of Buildings (DOB).  Workers who have completed the required training course within the three years prior to the effective date of their application would not take another 30-hour course but will required to take a department-approved eight-hour refresher course within three years from the initial 30-hour course and then every three years thereafter (Section BC 3319.10.1).  All training or refresher courses must be conducted pursuant to a registered New York State Department of Labor (DOL) training program or by a provider approved by DOB (Section BC 3319.10.1.1). Additionally, prior to participating in the erection, jumping, climbing or dismantling of a tower or climber crane, a tower or climber crane rigger would be required to certify that the rigging foreman and all members of the “jumping crew” and back-up personnel have satisfactorily completed all training requirements (Section BC 3319.10.2).
Bill section two would amend section 28-404.3 of title 28 of the Administrative Code, to include additional qualifications needed by persons applying for a rigger license. In addition to a certain number of years of practical experience and knowledge of risks related to rigging operations, master riggers, special riggers and climber or tower crane riggers would be required to demonstrate satisfactory completion of a DOB approved 30-hour training course within the three years prior to the effective date of the subdivision.  Workers who have completed a training course within the precious three years would not be required to take another 30-hour course but will need to take a DOB approved eight-hour refresher course within three years from the initial 30-hour course and then every three years thereafter. All training or refresher courses must be conducted pursuant to a registered New York State Department of Labor training program or by a provider approved by DOB.
Bill section three contains the enactment clause and provides that this local law would take effect in one hundred eighty days after enactment, or one-hundred eighty days after DOB approves courses required by this local law, whichever is later.

 Amendments to Int. No. 794
· Bill section one was amended by adding a new section 3319.10.1.1 of the Building Code entitled “Approval of training courses,” which expands the permissible courses from which all workers engaged in the erection, jumping, climbing, rigging or dismantling of a tower or climber crane can receive applicable training. The new section provides that approved training courses would include those courses conducted pursuant to a registered DOL approved training program by a provider approved by DOB.

· Bill section two was amended by adding a new paragraph 4 to section 28-404.3.1 entitled “Training providers,” which allows master riggers to take training or refresher courses conducted pursuant to a registered DOL approved training program by a provider approved by DOB. 

· A new paragraph 4 was added to section 28-404.3.2 of bill section two, entitled “Training providers,” to allow special riggers to take training or refresher training or refresher courses conducted pursuant to a registered DOL approved training program by a provider approved by DOB.
· Bill section two was further amended by adding a new paragraph to section 28-404.3.3 to allow climber or tower crane riggers to take training or refresher courses conducted pursuant to a registered DOL approved training program by a provider approved by DOB.

· Finally, bill section three, the enactment clause, was amended to specify that this local law would take effect in one hundred eighty days after enactment or one hundred eighty days after DOB approves courses required by this local law.
Amendments made to the previous amended version of the legislation


Since the hearing that occurred on July 15, 2008, the following is a synopsis of the some of the major amendments that were made to the bill:

References in bill sections one and two to training or refresher courses conducted by an educational institution or school regulated by the New York State Department of Education have been deleted.
The enactment clause was amended to provide for an effective date of one hundred eighty days instead of ninety days or one hundred eighty days after DOB approves courses required by this local law, whichever is later. 

Update

On Thursday, September 4, 2008 the Committee adopted this legislation.  

Accordingly, the Committee recommends its adoption.
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