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PROPOSED INT. NO. 547-A:
By:
Council Members Dilan, Brewer, James, Koppell, Martinez, Nelson, Seabrook, Sears, White Jr., Sanders Jr., Gerson, Baez, Vacca and Oddo (by request of the Mayor)

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to issuance of a certificate of completion for individuals working on supported scaffolds and design requirements for supported scaffolds.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivisions (c) and (d) of sections 26-204.1, sections 26-204.2, 26-204.3, 26-204.4, the unnumbered opening paragraph of section 27-1042 and paragraph one of subdivision (b) of section 27-1042, amends title 28 by adding a new subdivision 14 to section 28-201.2.1 and amends paragraphs 3314.4.5 and 3314.4.6 of subdivision 3314.4 of section BC 3314, renumbers paragraph 3314.4.7 of subdivision 3314.4 of section BC 3314 as paragraph 3314.4.8 and adds a new paragraph 3314.4.7.
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On May 14, 2008, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 547-A, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to issuance of a certificate of completion for individuals working on supported scaffolds and design requirements for supported scaffolds. The Committee conducted its first hearing on this matter on May 6, 2008.  The sponsors of this legislation are concerned that workers who erect and dismantle or use supported scaffolds be properly trained. 
Proposed Int. No. 547-A 

Bill section one amends subdivision (c) and (d) section 26-204.1 of the Administrative Code (Admin. Code), which was added by Local Law No. 52 for the year 2005 and is contained within the current Building Code, and  amends companion provisions of the new Building Code enacted by Local Law No. 33 for the year 2007, which will take effect on July 1, 2008, to clarify the text but without substantive change.
 Bill section two amends section 26-204.2 of the Admin. Code by adding a new subdivision (d) to exempt registered architects and professional engineers from the supported scaffold training requirements if they are using the scaffold only for inspections, for example, façade inspections under Local Law 11.

Bill section three amends subdivision (a) of section 26-204.3 of the Admin. Code to expand the permissible scaffold safety training courses for those who erect, repair, or  modify any supported scaffold to those that comply with the United States Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) curriculum and may be approved by the Department of Buildings (DOB). The holder of a scaffold safety certificate will also have to take a Department-approved eight-hour refresher program every four years as in current subdivision (b).         
Subdivision (b) of section 26-204.3 of the Admin. Code is amended to expand the roster of approved refresher courses from those approved by the State Department of Labor or chartered by the State Department of Education to include providers approved by DOB.

Subdivision (c) of section 26-204.3 of the Admin. Code is amended to provide that evidence of a successful completion of a training program must be a dated certificate of completion, a copy thereof or a valid wallet card version of the certificate.

Subdivision (d) of section 26-204.3 of the Admin. Code is amended to expand the permissible course instructors from only those certified by OSHA to instructors deemed qualified and competent in accordance with OSHA’s regulations. 

A new subdivision (e) of section 26-204.3 of the Admin. Code is added to provide that if a person can demonstrate satisfactory completion of a 32-hour training course within the four years prior to the effective date of the effective date of the subdivision, such person need not take another 32-hour course but will need to take the eight-hour refresher course within four years from the initial 32-hour course and then every four years subsequent.

Bill section four amends Admin. Code section 26-204.4 with respect to users of supported scaffolds.  Current law requires users of supported scaffolds to have taken a four-hour training program which may be given through an apprenticeship training program approved by the State Department of Labor or by a provider chartered by the State Department of Education. Subdivision (a) of such section was amended to expand the roster of approved providers to include providers approved by DOB.  In addition, the curriculm to be covered in this course was  expanded to include “the nature of braces and tiebacks and their safe removal.”  This subdivision was also amended to require that a refresher course be taken every four years.
Subdivision (b) of section 26-204.4 of the Admin. Code was amended to provide that evidence of a successful completion of a training program must be a dated certificate of completion, a copy thereof or a valid wallet card version of the certificate.

  Subdivision (c) of section 26-204.4 is amended to provider that the roster of authorized instructors include those who are “qualified and” competent in accordance with OSHA regulations. 
A new subdivision (d) was added to section 26-204.4 of the Admin. Code to provide that anyone who has evidence of having successfully completed a four-hour training course within the four years prior to the effective date of subdivision (d) need not take the four-hour course upon enactment of this subdivision but must take a department approved four-hour refresher course every four years.

Bill section 5 amends the unnumbered opening paragraph of Admin. Code section 27-1042, to delete the unnecessary use of the word “high” and amends subdivision (b) and to reduce the requirement that supported scaffolds be designed if such scaffold is forty feet or more in height to conform this requirement to the height provisions of subdivision (a) of such section.
Bill section 6 categorizes a violation of the new Building Code that will go into effect on July 1, 2008 as immediately hazardous.      

Bill sections 7 and 8 make conforming amendments to various provisions of the new Building Code that will take effect on July 1, 2008.      
Bill section 9 provides that sections one through five of this local law would take effect immediately and sections six through eight would take effect on July 1, 2008.

Update

On Wednesday, May 14, 2008, the Committee adopted this legislation by a vote of nine  in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no abstentions.

Accordingly, the Committee recommends its adoption.
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