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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to reconvene this meeting of the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises from

          5  yesterday. I apologize for the delay in getting

          6  started, but the reason we laid the item over for a

          7  vote, which was 50 West Street, was for the

          8  negotiations that were going on between the Council,

          9  the Administration and the applicant. I understand

         10  those discussions are now concluded and I will call

         11  Council Member Gerson on for a very brief, brief

         12  statement.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: You want me to

         14  read my entire brief.

         15                 Mr. Chair, Madam Chair, my

         16  colleagues, there's a rumor going around that I

         17  might request the Committee to hold over the vote

         18  for tomorrow. I can't imagine why anyone would think

         19  I would ever make such a request, or even think of

         20  making a request for a postponement or a holding

         21  over. But that being said, there is no need for such

         22  request. Instead, I would recommend to this

         23  distinguished Committee an affirmative vote on all

         24  three of the ULURP applications pertaining to 50

         25  West Street.
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          2                 We have reached an agreement which

          3  assures a very exciting project that will begin the

          4  redevelopment of one of the last dead spots of Lower

          5  Manhattan, will provide for affordable housing, will

          6  create the first green building this side of West

          7  Street, and we are going to work with the developer

          8  and if necessary hold the developer's feet to the

          9  fire, though I don't think that will be necessary,

         10  to assure, Council Member Seabrook, to assure that

         11  with other Lower Manhattan redevelopment this is a

         12  model of inclusion in the workforce for minority and

         13  women employees and businesses.

         14                 That being said, I want to thank and

         15  acknowledge the cooperation of the work of the

         16  developer, Time Equities, represented very ably by

         17  Philip Jesoa, President, the Administration, Dan

         18  Doctoroff, Jim Whelan, Josh Wolloch and EDC, Richard

         19  Murphy, and their outstanding team, and Council

         20  District 1, Sire Lonial (phonetic), but most

         21  especially, Mr. Chair, I thank you for your support

         22  and indulgence, you made this happen, as you did,

         23  Madam Chair, and my colleagues.

         24                 With that, I thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Very good.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Oh, I forgot

          3  --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Now you're

          5  pushing our patience.

          6                 Just to correct the record, there are

          7  actually five actions with 50 West Street, not

          8  three. So, thank you, Council Member Gerson. And the

          9  Chair recommends approval, and I'll ask Counsel to

         10  call the vote, and there are certain members who

         11  will be voting, not only on this but on all the

         12  items that we had on yesterday, and counsel, when

         13  they call your name, will so indicate.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chairman

         15  Avella.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         18  Rivera, on all items previously voted and today's

         19  items.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         21  much. Mr. Chairman, I would like to vote aye on all

         22  items on today's agenda. I vote aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Pass.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Mr. Chair,

          8  to explain my vote, I am certainly happy that the

          9  negotiations went on, but as I said, and I will

         10  continue to say, as long as I'm on this Committee

         11  and any other committee, that there has to be a

         12  sense of fairness and equity, as it relates to this

         13  unemployment level of African-American males in the

         14  City of New York and especially in the construction

         15  trade, that we have to do something, and when we're

         16  talking about all of this development, we have to be

         17  creative about how we're going to make it open and

         18  accessible for everyone.

         19                 So, I will continue to say that until

         20  people get mad enough to do what they have to do.

         21                 Thank you very much. And I vote aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         23  Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye.

         25                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member
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          2  Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          4                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          5  Vann, on this item and on all previous items.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Correct, I do. I

          7  vote aye on items from the previous calendar from

          8  yesterday and also for today's agenda as well.

          9                 Aye on all.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Item stands

         11  seven in the affirmative, none in the negative on --

         12                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: He passed.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Felder.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: See, that's what

         16  happens when you pass.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         18  Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Item stands

         21  eight in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         22  abstentions on LU 600 through 604; and ten in the

         23  affirmative, none in the negative on Item 605, 610,

         24  611, 608 and 609.

         25                 All items are referred to the full
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          2  Land Use Committee.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

          4  everyone. This closes this meeting of the Zoning --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: What about my

          6  thank you speech?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Please don't

          8  leave the room. We have a quorum, I think, for Land

          9  Use.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I would like to

         11  reopen the Zoning and Franchises Subcommittee

         12  Meeting to allow two members the opportunity to

         13  vote, who were at other committee meetings.

         14                 I will ask Counsel to call the vote.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         16  Gioia on today's items and previous items.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. I'd

         18  like to vote yes.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         22  Thank you.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         24  at 11 in the affirmative on Item 605, 610, 611, 608

         25  and 609; and nine in the affirmative, none in the
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          2  negative, on Item 600 through 604.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: And that finally,

          4  once and for all, closes the meeting on Subcommittee

          5  on Zoning and Franchises.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 10:35 a.m.)
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