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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We are able to

          3  start the Committee of Land Use. I want to thank

          4  everyone for being here somewhat timely. We have a

          5  large agenda today. A lot of stuff was done last

          6  minute. We'll go through the agenda quick, because I

          7  know there are other Committee meetings waiting to

          8  happen on this one.

          9                 Colon Plaza. It is in Council Member

         10  Mark Viverito's district. It is a ULURP, UDAAP for

         11  55 residential units, commercial and community space

         12  facility to be developed under the New York

         13  Department of Housing and Community Renewals Home.

         14                 LU Nos 543 through 545. It's Council

         15  Member Arroyo's district. It is a ULURP and UDAAP.

         16  It is a special permit and it is a zoning map

         17  amendment from Melrose Common site. All three

         18  applications facilitate the development of an

         19  eight-story mixed use building.

         20                 I'm almost skipped Sunnyside Gardens.

         21  We don't want that. LU No. 553 is Council Member

         22  Gioia's district. It is to make Sunnyside Gardens a

         23  historic district.

         24                 LU No. 570, 45 Summit Street

         25  rezoning. It is in Council Member DeBlasio's
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          2  district. It is modified to remove several

          3  properties. It's modified to move several

          4  properties. It is a zoning map amendment.

          5                 LU No. 571 is South Brooklyn Savings

          6  Bank. It is a special permit but it is modified to

          7  remove the ten feet additional height that is in the

          8  application.

          9                 LU No. 572 is Council Member Brewer's

         10  district. It is a special permit for an attended

         11  parking garage at 95 West 95th Street.

         12                 Council Member Garodnick has two

         13  applications for landmarks, Frederick and Birdsall

         14  Otis Edey, at 10 West 56th Street. And Henry

         15  Seligman Residence on West 56th Street as well.

         16  Those landmarked applications.

         17                 Council Member Quinn has two

         18  landmarked applications. 488 Greenwich Street, 45

         19  Greenwich Street House. That is in Speaker Quinn's

         20  district.

         21                 LU Nos 591 and 607 are related. It is

         22  the Bed Stuy South Rezoning. It's in Council Member

         23  Vann and Council Member Mealy's district, to

         24  preserve the neighborhood character and keep the

         25  density low in appropriate areas. A zoning map
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          2  amendment and a zoning text amendment.

          3                 There is a zoning text amendment. It

          4  is a FUCA from the Jamaica Plan that we did last

          5  month. It is to allow a more flexible envelope near

          6  the Long Island Railroad Station and that is in

          7  Council Member Comrie's district.

          8                 LU No. 599 is the Forest Hills South

          9  rezoning. It is a zoning map amendment to preserve

         10  the character of the neighborhood. It is in my

         11  district, Council Member Katz.

         12                 LU No. 597 is HighBridge Play Center.

         13  It is in Council Member Martinez's district. It is a

         14  landmarking, 172nd Street and 173rd Street, the

         15  HighBridge Play Center.

         16                 Sidewalk cafe application, in Council

         17  Member Gerson's district. It is the Bouley Bakery.

         18  It is item number 606. There are several UDAAPs. One

         19  is 599 in Council Member Eugene's district. 560 in

         20  Council Member Mealy's district. 562 in Council

         21  Member Arroyo's District. 564 in Council Member

         22  Foster's district. 568 in Council Member Martinez's,

         23  and 569 in Council Member Foster's district.

         24                 Any comments?

         25                 Call the roll.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I will ask

         11  my colleagues to support item 568 which is a TIL

         12  building, and I would say this is a model of how

         13  these buildings that were once abandoned and became

         14  City property are now being turned over to tenants,

         15  a model of how if we put our effort and if we

         16  support these tenants, how these tenants can become

         17  owners of their own homes and the building, which is

         18  631 Academy Street, is a model of how this could

         19  really be an example throughout the City of not only

         20  for a tenant to become a home owner, but also to

         21  increase stock of affordable housing, which

         22  unfortunately, when we speak about affordable

         23  housing, we don't look at these TIL buildings as a

         24  source to increase affordable housing, and

         25  unfortunately, again, we don't have the resources as
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          2  a City to fast track these buildings and allow these

          3  tenants to become homeowners.

          4                 I would encourage my colleagues if

          5  they are around my district to stop by 631 Academy

          6  and see how this program could truly work and turn

          7  around the lives of many individuals in the City of

          8  New York. And that is 631 Academy, and I will ask

          9  for your support.

         10                 The same is true of the HighBridge

         11  Play Center, which is scheduled for landmarking.

         12  It's a beautiful play center which the Council had

         13  already made an investment in in improving the

         14  recreational center, the indoor recreational center.

         15  So, I vote aye on all and ask my colleague for their

         16  support on those two items.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Can I explain my

          8  vote.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, for the

         11  record, I wanted everyone to be aware of how proud I

         12  am of my community. This was a tremendous coming

         13  together of community leadership, both the community

         14  planning board and all of the community developers.

         15  It's an excellent model, working very

         16  collaboratively with the Brooklyn Office of the City

         17  Planning and it reaches a great balance, community

         18  leadership wanted to retain the character. Community

         19  developers wanted obviously some increase in

         20  density, if you will, to allow for the increasing

         21  population and to maintain a vitality of the major

         22  commercial strips. And I think we have accomplished

         23  all of that. I'm very, very pleased with the

         24  process.  I think it's a model that can be used

         25  elsewhere, and I advocate a yea vote on all the
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          2  items. Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I know how hard and

          4  intense you worked on this for a very long time. So,

          5  I want to congratulate you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 17 in the

         21  affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         22  abstentions, all items have been adopted. Members,

         23  please sign the Committee reports. Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you very

         25  much.
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          2                 We'll keep the meeting open for

          3  another ten minutes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Lappin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          7  Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I vote aye

          9  on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: The final vote on the

         11  Committee on Land Use now stands at 19 in the

         12  affirmative, zero in the negative and zero

         13  abstentions. Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Land Use is

         15  adjourned.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 10:44 a.m.)
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