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PROPOSED RES. NO. 823-A
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SUBJECT:
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to adopt S. 2644 and A. 5178, legislation which would make certain persons who are eligible for or receiving social security disability insurance (SSDI) benefits eligible for the Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance Coverage (EPIC) program.
On Wednesday, October 24, 2007, the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse & Disability Services, chaired by Council Member Oliver Koppell, will hold a hearing on Proposed Res. No. 823-A. The proposed resolution would call upon the New York State Legislature to adopt S. 2644 and A. 5178, legislation which would make certain persons who are eligible for or receiving social security disability insurance (SSDI) benefits eligible for the Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance Coverage (EPIC) program. A copy of Proposed Res. No. 823-A is attached.  Those invited to testify include Matthew Sapolin, Commissioner, Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities; Julia Naglieri, Director of EPIC, New York State (NYS) Department of Health; NYS Senator Jeff Klein; NYS Senator Liz Krueger; NYS Assemblymember Micah Z. Kellner; NYS Assemblymember Michael Benedetto; and numerous advocates for persons with disabilities.
BACKGROUND


EPIC is a New York State sponsored prescription plan for senior citizens age 65 years or older, who have an annual income of $35,000 or less if single, or $50,000 or less if married.
  EPIC is a cost-sharing program, where seniors with moderate incomes pay a low quarterly fee and participate in a Fee Plan, while seniors with higher incomes participate in a Deductible Plan, where they pay full price for their prescriptions until they meet an annual deductible.
  After the deductible is met, seniors save more than half of their prescription costs for the remainder of the year.
  Those seniors who either pay a fee or meet their deductible make a co-payment at the pharmacy when they purchase their prescriptions.  According to the NYS Department of Health, over 360,000 seniors in the State belong to EPIC and are saving, on average, over 80% of their prescription costs.


Proposed Resolution No. 823-A

Proposed Resolution No. 823-A would note that the EPIC program, which offers prescription drug assistance to seniors, has proven helpful to many senior citizens who face high costs for pharmaceuticals, but who do not qualify for Medicaid. The Proposed Resolution would also state that in recent years, many programs originally designed to benefit senior citizens, including Social Security and real property tax reductions, have been extended to cover persons with disabilities.
The Proposed Resolution would indicate that S. 2644 and A. 5178 have been introduced in the New York State Legislature to allow certain individuals with disabilities who are eligible for or who receive SSDI benefits to be eligible for the EPIC program. The Proposed Resolution would state that this legislation recognizes that through no fault of their own, persons with disabilities may experience limitations on their ability to independently earn a living, similar to restrictions experienced by elderly citizens. The Proposed Resolution would also note that, faced with severe income limitations, declining availability of employer-paid health insurance and caps on prescription coverage which are increasingly being implemented by health insurers, many  individuals with disabilities are finding themselves unable to afford pharmaceuticals which may be essential to their health. The Proposed Resolution would indicate that in addition to helping individuals with disabilities maintain their health, advances in pharmaceuticals have also enhanced their quality of life by helping them remain active in their community. 

The Proposed Resolution would further note that by extending the EPIC program to include low-income individuals with disabilities, S. 2644 and A. 5178 would follow precedents set by other programs which began by serving the needs of the elderly, but were later expanded or used as models to provide similar services to  individuals with disabilities. Finally, the Proposed Resolution would call upon the New York State Legislature to adopt S. 2644 and A. 5178, legislation which would make certain persons who are eligible for or receiving SSDI benefits eligible for the EPIC program. 

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.health.state.ny.us/health_care/epic/" ��http://www.health.state.ny.us/health_care/epic/� (accessed Oct. 15,2007).
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