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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Welcome to

          3  today's Finance Committee Hearing.  My name is David

          4  Weprin, I Chair the Committee.  The Finance

          5  Committee has several items --  the Finance

          6  Committee -- thank you, Council Member Vann, for

          7  assisting.  The Finance Committee has several items

          8  on its agenda this morning. The first is Intro 585,

          9  which establishes a Sunnyside BID, which is located

         10  in the District of Council Member Eric Gioia, who

         11  supports the BID.

         12                 On June 26, 2007, this Committee had

         13  its first public hearing on Intro 585, and such

         14  meeting closed without a vote.  By law, the

         15  Committee must wait at least 30 days after its first

         16  public hearing on the BID before it can again

         17  consider and possibly vote to approve legislation to

         18  establish the BID.  The 30-day period immediately

         19  after the public hearing serves as an objection

         20  period which gives the property owner affected by

         21  this BID a chance to formally object to its

         22  creation.  When considering Intro 585, the Committee

         23  must answer the following four questions:

         24                 1)  Were all notices of hearing for

         25  all hearings required to be held published and
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          2  mailed as so required?

          3                 2)  Does all the real property within

          4  the district's boundaries benefit from the

          5  establishment of the district, except as otherwise

          6  provided from the law?

          7                 3)  Is all real property benefited by

          8  the district included within the district?

          9                 4)  Is the establishment of the

         10  district in the best interest of the public?

         11                 If the Committee finds in the

         12  affirmative on these four questions, and the number

         13  of objections required to prevent the creation of

         14  such district are not filed, then the legislation

         15  can be adopted.  Shortly we'll hear from the

         16  Department of Small Business Services to hear

         17  whether the requisite number of objections have been

         18  received.

         19                 The second item on our agenda is

         20  Intro 593, which establishes the Bayside BID in

         21  Council Member Tony Avella's District.

         22                 Today is the first hearing for this

         23  BID.  Therefore, as with all BIDs this initial

         24  hearing must close without a vote and then after 30

         25  days the Committee can vote on this legislation.
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          2  The Comptroller has sent letters of support for the

          3  creation about the Sunnyside BID and the Bayside

          4  BID.

          5                 Next, the Finance Committee will vote

          6  on two Land Use items.  The first Land Use item is a

          7  preconsidered resolution, provide a tax exemption to

          8  the Monsignor Alexis Jarker Hall (phonetic), a

          9  six-story elevator building that provides 63 units

         10  of rental housing for elderly persons of low income

         11  in Brooklyn.  Due to unforeseen circumstances, the

         12  project has experienced operating deficits and it is

         13  in arrears in its property tax payments.  In order

         14  to keep the project financially viable and to

         15  provide affordable housing to low-income seniors,

         16  HPD is requesting to terminate its current tax

         17  exemption and provide a new exemption that would

         18  reduce the projects property tax payments that are

         19  in arrears.  The Monsignor Alexis Jarker Hall is

         20  located in Council Member Diana Reyna's District,

         21  who supports the project.

         22                 The last Land Use item on our agenda

         23  is a preconsidered resolution requesting a property

         24  tax exemption for the property located at 501 West

         25  52nd Street.  This property is a five-story multiple
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          2  dwelling which provides commercial space, a

          3  community garden, and 26 units of rental housing for

          4  persons of low income.  The sponsor of the Clinton

          5  Housing Development Fund Corporation rehabilitated a

          6  project pursuant to the inclusionary housing program

          7  which allowed floor area bonuses for the substantial

          8  rehabilitation of lower-income housing.  A tax

          9  exemption is necessary to keep this project viable.

         10  We will soon hear from Jeremy Waldrup, a new

         11  Assistant Commissioner at the Small Business

         12  Services, who will be filling in for testimony at

         13  this hearing for George Glatter, who has since

         14  retired from SBS after many many years of service

         15  and many, many years of putting up with our abuse in

         16  the Finance Committee.  He will testify on the two

         17  BIDs.

         18                 Members of the Council Finance Staff

         19  are also available to answer any questions you may

         20  have regarding the two Land Use items.  I would like

         21  to introduce the Council Members that are here.  We

         22  have a new nominee to this Committee, although I

         23  understand that he has not been officially approved

         24  by the full Council so he cannot vote today, but we

         25  welcome his presence, and that's Council Member
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          2  Vincent Ignizio from Staten Island.  Welcome.  We

          3  have Council Member Oliver Koppell from the Bronx,

          4  Council Member Mike McMahon from Staten Island,

          5  Councilman Eric Gioia from Queens, Council Member

          6  Helen Sears from Queens, Council Member Tony Avella

          7  from Queens, and Council Member Robert Jackson from

          8  Manhattan, and Councilman Jim Gennaro from Queens,

          9  my neighbor.

         10                 Before we hear testimony from

         11  Assistant Commissioner Waldrup, I'm going to call

         12  upon first Tony Avella to make a statement on the

         13  Bayside BID, and then Councilman Eric Gioia to make

         14  a statement on the Sunnyside BID.

         15                 Councilman Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA:  Thank you,

         17  Mr. Chair.  First of all, I want to say I appreciate

         18  your cooperation and your support for the Bayside

         19  BID.  I just want to advise my colleagues that this

         20  has been a long time coming.  It is something that

         21  the community supports, the community board

         22  supports, and the individual merchants.  The Bayside

         23  Business Association has worked very hard to get

         24  this to this point and I am in full support and I

         25  know you will be hearing from some of the merchants
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          2  themselves later on.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Councilman

          4  Gioia, would you like to make a statement on the

          5  Sunnyside BID?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  Thank you very

          7  much, Mr. Chairman.  I would like to welcome members

          8  of my community who are here today.  I'm very proud

          9  of the fact that Western Queens is undergoing a

         10  Renaissance, it really is extraordinary.  Block by

         11  block, it is a beautiful neighborhood.  It is a safe

         12  neighborhood. It's a neighborhood filled with good

         13  schools and vibrant Mom and Pop shops.  And the

         14  Members of the Sunnyside Chamber of Commerce have

         15  worked diligently over the past few years to create

         16  a Business Improvement District.  Now, I think we've

         17  grown accustomed to BIDs in wealthier neighborhoods,

         18  in Manhattan.  Over the past few years they began to

         19  proliferate outside into our boroughs, into the

         20  other boroughs and I'm really just thrilled to have

         21  it in our neighborhood now.  And I want to

         22  congratulate, my Dad always used to say, many hands

         23  make light work, and so it has been your hands that

         24  has made this work light and I know there were times

         25  that it didn't seem so light, but you guys have done
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          2  a fantastic, fantastic job, and on behalf of the

          3  entire neighborhood I want to say thank you.

          4                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you,

          6  Councilman Gioia. We've been joined by Council

          7  Member Peter Vallone, Jr. from Queens, and I'll now

          8  call upon Assistant Commissioner of Small Business

          9  Services Jeremy Waldrup to testify on both BIDs.

         10                 Welcome.  Welcome.  You get a one-day

         11  honeymoon period.

         12                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WALDRUP:

         13  Thank you.  Thank you.  Good morning, Mr. Chairman,

         14  and Members of the Finance Committee.  I am Jeremy

         15  Waldrup, Assistant Commissioner at the Department of

         16  Small Business Services.  As required by BID law,

         17  the Sunnyside BID steering committee mailed a

         18  summary of the City Council resolution to each owner

         19  of real property within the proposed district at the

         20  address shown at the latest City assessment rule, or

         21  to such other persons as registered with the City to

         22  receive tax bills concerning real property within

         23  the district and to the tenants of each building

         24  within the proposed district.

         25                 In addition, SBS arranged for the
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          2  required publication of a copy of the summary of the

          3  resolutions in the City Record.  We are pleased to

          4  report on the results of the objections filed with

          5  the City Clerk against the establishment of the

          6  proposed Sunnyside Business Improvement District.

          7  At the conclusion of the objection period, at 5:00

          8  pm on July 25, 2007, and taking into considerations

          9  any objections postmarked by that date, no

         10  objections were filed.  Our review concludes that

         11  the level of objection filed in terms of either

         12  number of property owners or percentage of assessed

         13  evaluation is within the acceptable threshold needed

         14  to advance the bill for favorable consideration by

         15  the full City Council.  SBS requests the City

         16  Council approve the establishment of the Sunnyside

         17  Business Improvement District in Queens.  The

         18  Department of Small Business Services supports the

         19  establishment of the Sunnyside BID, and in our

         20  judgement the BID will improve business conditions

         21  and quality of life in Sunnyside, making it a better

         22  place to live, work and visit and lay in the

         23  groundwork for further neighborhood development

         24  activity in Queens. Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you.  Any
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          2  questions for Mr. Waldrup?  See, I told you you had

          3  a honeymoon.

          4                 We now have a number of people who

          5  have signed up to testify on the Bayside BID, if you

          6  could come up as a panel.  We have Dominick

          7  Bruccoleri, Judith Limpert, and James Riso.  Right?

          8  Choose among yourselves who wants to go first?

          9                 MS. LIMPERT:  I'll go first.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Okay.

         11                 MS. LIMPERT:  Only because I'm the

         12  facts and figures.  I have the facts and figures,

         13  that's why I'll speak first.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Okay.

         15                 MS. LIMPERT:  My name is Judith

         16  Limpert, I'm President of the Bayside Business

         17  Association, and as Tony said, it's been a very long

         18  time coming and we're very pleased to be here today.

         19

         20                 There are approximately 119 tax lots

         21  in the Bayside Village BID's district.  There are

         22  approximately 100 unique property owners within that

         23  district and 254 businesses currently operate there.

         24    The assessment that we agreed upon was $14.84 per

         25  linear foot of tax frontage.  It's a very very small
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          2  amount and we did that because it would cover all

          3  the necessary services that we wanted and it would

          4  not put undue pressure on the owners.  The highest

          5  annual BID assessment is $3,700, I believe that's

          6  Mr. Riso right here, and the lowest annual BID

          7  assessment is $237.46, and the average BID is

          8  $720.07.  The total annual budget is $81,368.00. The

          9  total assessed value of all properties in the BID is

         10  34,687,779.  And the total commercial front footage

         11  is 5,648 feet.

         12                 As far as the outreach, we did nine

         13  mailings to the owners and businesses, five

         14  informational mailings, two hand delivered mailings,

         15  six face to face meetings, four public meetings,

         16  five letters of support were received and we had

         17  twenty medial coverage articles and two needs

         18  assessment surveys were mailed.  The support that we

         19  received were 63 percent and five property owners

         20  are opposed.

         21                 That's it.  Any questions?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Why don't we

         23  hear from all three panels and then we'll take

         24  questions.

         25                 MR. BRUCCOLERI:  My name is Dominick
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          2  Bruccoleri --

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  The light has to

          4  be off to be on.  It's a City Council thing.

          5                 MR. BRUCCOLERI:  Thank you.  My name

          6  is Dominick Bruccoleri.  I am Vice President of

          7  Bayside Business Association, as well as a land

          8  owner and a merchant to a restaurant, Papazio

          9  Restaurant (phonetic).

         10                 I have now been on the Boulevard for

         11  almost 18 years, as well as before me, my family, so

         12  I'm the second generation where my uncle was there

         13  for 35 years.  The Bayside Business Association has

         14  worked very hard to put this into place and I'm here

         15  to testify that over the years in developing these

         16  new programs that we've done for Bell Boulevard and

         17  the merchants that we need to continue this.  This

         18  BID is a way that will allow the continuation of a

         19  network to continue.  It's extremely important that

         20  not only we look at the merchant side of things but

         21  we look at the community things.  We need to keep

         22  things together to allow our community to stay and

         23  support what we feel is our village which has been

         24  for many, many years.  We also need to help our

         25  small little Mom and Pop outlets out there that are
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          2  struggling, which as we all know business has gone

          3  up and down and we need a stronger networking base

          4  to help these people, especially in a marketing

          5  program which is one of the items that is in our

          6  budget.  As for a former resident of Bayside, I

          7  lived right off of Bell Boulevard in that area

          8  there, and I've seen a lot of things happen with

          9  Bell Boulevard and now we're on a road of really

         10  putting things together where it needs to be.  We

         11  see a lot of changes happening and we also need

         12  strong communication to continue.  This BID is the

         13  vehicle to do that for us.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you.

         16                 MR. RISO:  I can't really add too

         17  much to that, only to say that I was born and raised

         18  in Bayside as well, as well as my father, my

         19  grandfather, my great- grandfather.  We've owned

         20  property on Bell Boulevard for over 40 years.  We

         21  own about 375, I think, feet, close to 400 feet

         22  along the Bell Boulevard frontage.  We welcome the

         23  BID.  I think it's going to be good for the

         24  Boulevard. Our business is also on Bell Boulevard.

         25  We don't just own real estate and we're not just
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          2  landlords on Bell, but we work on Bell, and I feel

          3  it's going to be good.  It's going to help keep the

          4  Boulevard clean, the graffiti and everything else

          5  that goes along with the BID.  I think we look

          6  forward to the help that the BID is going to

          7  generate.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Any questions

          9  for any of these panelists?

         10                 Council Member Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Just a very

         12  brief question. The five that were opposed to the

         13  formation of the BID, are they property owners or

         14  merchants?  New merchants, or those many years in

         15  the community?

         16                 MS. LIMPERT:  Those five that were

         17  opposed were small 18 feet land owners.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Land owners.

         19                 MS. LIMPERT:  They would have been

         20  assessed $270, and they said no.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  Okay, thank

         22  you very much. And I congratulate you for working on

         23  this because I'm a big supporter of BIDs, having

         24  worked on the second one in Queens years ago.  So --

         25                 MS. LIMPERT:  Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  -- Good job.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Council Member

          4  Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  Just very

          6  briefly, on those five, was it five folks who --

          7                 MS. LIMPERT:  Five opposed, yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  It's more of

          9  statement, I'll be brief so pardon me, it is my

         10  experience that, my folks own a small business on

         11  Roosevelt Avenue, and they have for about a century,

         12  and so when you think about small business owners, a

         13  lot of times small business owners are pretty tight

         14  with their cash. And what I found was that not

         15  inappropriately suspect of government taking more

         16  money for less services, or more money for the same

         17  services, and what I found when I brought the Doe

         18  Fund into Western Queens, into Woodside and

         19  Sunnyside, was that store owners would come out and

         20  say, well this is great, how much do I owe you for

         21  this, you know the streets are cleaner and I love

         22  this, and so people are actually sophisticated and

         23  make smart decisions with their money, and so what I

         24  suspect and what I hope is that after they see what

         25  the BID does, they'll say my, what is it $270?
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          2                 MS. LIMPERT:  Two hundred and

          3  seventy, it was well worth it.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  You can have

          5  it, you know here you go and I'm really happy we're

          6  doing this.  I say all that to say the proof is in

          7  the pudding.  The better the job the BID does, the

          8  happier the people are with it.  And to me, the best

          9  embassador for something is somebody is opposed to

         10  it before you did it, and then actually sings its

         11  praises after it's done.

         12                 With that, I'm sorry to, thank for

         13  indulging me.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Thank you

         15  Council Member. Would anybody else like to testify

         16  on the Bayside BID?  Thank you very much.

         17                 Would anybody like to testify on the

         18  Sunnyside BID? Make any comments?  Not necessary.

         19  We need two more members for a quorum, so if all the

         20  Members could please stay, and I think we're going

         21  to proceed to a vote shortly.

         22                 I just want to note for the record

         23  that one of the Land Use item referrals for the

         24  property located at 501 West 52nd Street, which is a

         25  five story multiple dwelling, and 26 units of rental

                                                            19

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  housing, the Clinton Housing Development Fund

          3  Corporation is located in Speaker Christine Quinn's

          4  District and she supports the project.

          5                 We have a quorum.  I'm going to

          6  couple the votes on the Sunnyside BID and the Land

          7  Use items, the Bayside BID will be voted at the next

          8  meeting.  Call the roll.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         10  Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO:  Yes on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Aye on all.

         18  I just want to add that as a Manhattanite who has in

         19  fact enjoyed establishments within the areas of both

         20  the proposed, the soon to be Sunnyside and Bayside

         21  BIDs, I look forward to continuing my visits to both

         22  those areas and I congratulate the leadership of my

         23  colleagues who represent those areas in making this

         24  happen.  I vote aye, thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER:  Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA:  I vote yes,

          5  thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:  If I may

         14  explain my vote. I just want to congratulate

         15  Sunnyside group and Councilman Gioia that have

         16  really worked on this.  Always love having BIDs

         17  coming very close to my District because I am a firm

         18  believer in them and you've worked very hard on it.

         19  And I just think it's wonderful and I'm glad to see

         20  that there are more communities that are, and I do

         21  think the Sunnyside one so inspired the movement to

         22  get further along into the other parts of Queens.

         23  So I thank you and I vote yes on both.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE:  I would also
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          2  like to congratulate everyone involved.  Sunnyside

          3  boarders my District and my kids live a few blocks

          4  off Bell Boulevard, so congratulations to all.  I

          5  vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  May I explain

         12  my vote?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Yes, you may.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  Thank you, Mr.

         15  Chair.  I just wanted to take the opportunity to

         16  thank the Finance Committee and Deputy Commissioner

         17  Carol Clark and her team of folks at HPD.  We were

         18  working on Jarker Hall, the 202 development for

         19  seniors in North Brooklyn, a 64-unit HUD federally

         20  subsidized construction that had taken place in 1991

         21  on Bedford Avenue and for one reason or another it's

         22  taken this long for us to just be able to close out

         23  the building's finances.  This will allow it to deal

         24  with outstanding debt and move onto a clean slate to

         25  be able to provide the affordable units it was
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          2  committed to doing.  So I would like to thank Danny

          3  Rivera, the Executive Director of People's Firehouse

          4  and this Committee for its commitment to the

          5  affordable housing project in North Brooklyn.  I

          6  vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By vote of 14 in the

          8  affirmative, zero on the negative, no abstentions.

          9  All items have been adopted, members please sign the

         10  Committee Reports.  Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Okay, I'm going

         12  to keep the role open for those that are about the

         13  building for up to a half hour.  Other than that,

         14  we're adjourned.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         16  Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE:  Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The vote now stands

         19  at 15.

         20                 Council Member Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK:  DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO:  Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

          5  Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Final vote on the

          8  Committee on Finance now stands at 20 in the

          9  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 12:05 p.m.)
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