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          1  LANDMARKS, SITING And MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Welcome to the

          3  reconvened meeting of the Land Use Subcommittee on

          4  Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses.

          5                 We are going to vote today on the

          6  application for the Hunts Point Wastewater Treatment

          7  Plant, which is in Council Member Arroyo's district.

          8  She has been working very hard to negotiate with the

          9  Administration over a number of issues that were

         10  laid out in a hearing.

         11                 Before I continue, I wanted to

         12  recognize my colleagues who are here, Council Member

         13  Rosie Mendez, from Manhattan; Council Member Annabel

         14  Palma, from the Bronx; Council Member Tony Avella,

         15  from Queens; Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo

         16  from the Bronx; Council Member Mike McMahon from

         17  Staten Island; Council Member Miguel Martinez, from

         18  Manhattan; Council Member Simcha Felder of Brooklyn;

         19  and Council Member Jimmy Oddo of Staten Island.

         20                 There were a number of issues that

         21  were laid out in DEP's presentation and in testimony

         22  from the community surrounding odor, air quality and

         23  energy, communication and oversight, and

         24  construction, relating to the plant. And there is

         25  land that is going to be mapped as a park when
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          2  construction is completed, so there was discussion

          3  with the Parks Department about that as well.

          4                 It's my understanding that the

          5  Administration has satisfied Council Member Arroyo's

          6  and the community's concerns surrounding these

          7  issues. There is a seven-page memo that I'm not

          8  going to read that is part of the record that

          9  includes very detailed discussion about each of

         10  those issues, and I think that's really a testament

         11  to Council Member Arroyo and how hard she worked

         12  that they really fleshed out each and every issue

         13  under each category and found a way to address it in

         14  a manner that satisfies her concerns.

         15                 I wanted to give her an opportunity

         16  to make a statement.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEL CARMEN ARROYO:

         18  Thank you, Madam Chair. And just not so much a

         19  statement but an expression of gratitude and

         20  appreciation for everyone who participated in

         21  getting that seven-page document finalized. It

         22  included a lot of individuals, the Mayor's Office,

         23  your office, Council Member Katz's office, my Chief

         24  of Staff, who is around here somewhere, and more

         25  importantly the staff for the Council Land Use
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          2  Committee, and the Land Use Division staff, Gale

          3  Benjamin, Mr. Carr over there in the corner, and

          4  more importantly, Daniel Avery from the

          5  Environmental Protection Committee who served as

          6  editor of this document that we have finally

          7  accepted that is very detailed. And we're going to

          8  bore our colleagues to death if we go over all of

          9  it, but Daniel, thank you very much for your

         10  incredible commitment and your energy and your

         11  attention to detail. I think that at the end of the

         12  day we will be able to address a more longstanding

         13  issue that the Hunts Point community has

         14  experienced, and that is the problem with odor in

         15  the community and how that impacts the quality of

         16  life of my constituents.

         17                 So, I want to thank you all for your

         18  support, and I urge a yes vote for this application.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I just wanted to

         20  echo your sentiments. DEP, or the City through the

         21  Parks Department, is mapping the former Baretta

         22  Point site as additional park land, which will be a

         23  great amenity to the community. A park that smells

         24  is not an amenity.

         25                 So, to address those issues is
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          2  incredibly important because there are already

          3  problems with odor extending beyond the peninsula

          4  into the community, so we want to make sure that

          5  people in their homes and enjoying the park, are not

          6  going to be subject to these foul smells.

          7                 So, with that, I also recommend a

          8  favorable vote.

          9                 I wanted to note that we've also been

         10  joined by Council Member John Liu, and the Chair of

         11  the Land Use Committee, Council Member Katz, and ask

         12  Counsel to call for a vote.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Lappin.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Aye.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         16  Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         19  Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  Arroyo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEL CARMEN ARROYO:

          3  Yes.

          4                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          5  Mendez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Yes.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          8  Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         11  seven in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         12  abstentions. The item passes to the full Land Use

         13  Committee.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I'm going to

         15  adjourn this meeting and hold the vote open until

         16  the Land Use Committee begins.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 10th day of September 2007.
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