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Council to Override Veto Protecting Parents’ Rights to Provide Children with Cellular Phones While Traveling to and From School
Also votes to approve major rezoning plan in Southeast Queens, upgrade Hunts Point water Pollution Control Plant in the Bronx

City Hall, September 10, 2007 – Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn and members of the City Council will vote to override a mayoral veto of public safety legislation to protect parents’ right to provide their children with cell phones for use to and from school.  The Council will also vote on a sweeping plan to rezone a major section of Southeast Queens to protect and preserve neighborhood character, one of the largest rezoning plans in the city’s history.  In addition, the Council will vote to allow significant improvements to the Hunt’s Point Water Pollution Control plant in the Bronx and to modify the hours in which tickets can be issued to homeowners for unclean sidewalk, a departure from the current laws that can unjustly penalize residents.  

STUDENTS’ ACCESS TO CELLULAR PHONES

Members of the City Council will vote to override Mayor Bloomberg’s veto of legislation to protect parents’ right to provide their children with cell phones to be used to and from school.  The Council cannot directly legislate cell phone policy in schools, nor should it come up with a universal solution for individual schools.  This legislation, which promotes the safety of City students, puts responsibility on the Department of Education to develop a reasonable policy within the school system to ensure that schoolchildren are able to use their cell phones while traveling to and from school. Cell phones have become an indispensable communication tool for many parents and children.  

“Cell phone are the life-line that keeps countless New Yorkers connected with their children as they navigate the City’s streets and complicated transportation system,” said Speaker Quinn. “This legislation will protect the safety of our students and provide peace of mind to parents, while ensuring that schools come up with the right regulations to protect all of the children under their care.”

Youth Services Committee Chairman Lewis Fidler, prime sponsor of the bill, said “The issue is safety and the rights of parents to be in touch with their children in the modern day world.  It is important that parents know that we understand their concerns and are on their side. 

“The Department of Education does not have a right to dictate to parents what they can and cannot do to provide for their children’s safety,” said Education Committee Chair Robert Jackson.  “We have stories from parents throughout the city about cell phones being used by children who were lost on in danger.  We cannot sit by and watch this important link being taken away.”

“We don’t want to send a message that we are punishing our good students and forcing them to be less safe because the school system can’t control the bad kids,” said Public Safety Committee Chair Peter F. Vallone Jr. “The safety of our children should be paramount.”

JAMAICA REZONING

In one of the largest rezonings in the City’s history, the council will vote to downzone many of the over 330 blocks in the area and upzone portions of Hillside Avenue, Merrick Boulevard and downtown Jamaica. The new zoning regulations are expected to build upon the tremendous economic success that is occurring in downtown Jamaica. Some of the highlights of plan include:

· Better regulations designed to continue progressive economic development;

· Preservation of neighborhood character;

· Provisions for more affordable housing;

· Infrastructure and mass transit improvements, including the AirTrain; and

· Revitalization of under utilized manufacturing areas.

“Overall, the Jamaica plan is good for the City of New York,” said Land Use Committee Chair Melinda Katz. “This rezoning will ensure financial growth for this area of Southeast Queens and make better use of the transportation facilities available to residents. After numerous meetings with elected officials, local community board members and civic leaders, this final plan is an effective compromise that meets the needs of the area.”

“I want to thank Speaker Quinn and my Council colleagues for their support in voting for the Jamaica Plan,” said Deputy Majority Leader Leroy Comrie. “This rezoning effort will help to transform and revitalize downtown Jamaica into a vibrant economic engine that will create much-needed jobs for the Southeast Queens community. In light of the recent U.S. Census Bureau report that over a quarter of a million people in Queens are currently living below the poverty line, this plan comes at a critical time for our community. The issue of high un-employment, especially in communities of color like mine, must be addressed. Though we can provide job training and skills to young men and women in Southeast Queens, there is still a scarcity of jobs to be had and most are forced to commute for nearly two hours to find employment. The Jamaica Plan will not only bring jobs but also hope."

“I believe that this is a progressive, responsible plan which will greatly advance economic growth, job creation and urban development,” said Council member Thomas White. “The Department of City Planning and the Council Land Use Committee have created a strategic plan that prepares for future growth while addressing diverse community concerns. Together, we are committed to responsible development, dependable infrastructure, and prudent planning in Southeast Queens.”

PROTECTING HOMEOWNERS FROM UNFAIR SIDEWALK CLEANING VIOLATIONS

Many New Yorkers have returned home from work at the end of the day, only to find that trash has blown or been thrown onto their sidewalk or property in their absence and that the Department of Sanitation has issued them a violation.  In an effort to prevent such unfair sidewalk cleaning tickets, the Council will vote to alter the hours in which sidewalks are inspected.  

Currently inspections take place from 8 to 9 am and from 12 to 1 pm when many New Yorkers are at work.  The Council’s bill would leave the 8 to 9 slot unaltered but would fix the later inspection at 6 to 7 pm, giving homeowners an opportunity to address any problems and avoid erroneous fines.

HUNTS POINT WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PLANT

The Council will vote on a project that will expand and upgrade the existing Hunts Point Water Pollution Control Plant in the Bronx. The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is proposing to upgrade and expand the plant, which is located along the East River. The upgrade and expansion is necessary to comply with Federal and State water regulations to clean the City waterways, enhance water quality protection, and replace outdated facilities. In addition to requesting the upgrade and expansion of the existing water pollution control plant, the DEP is also requesting additional space for Barretto Point Park in Hunts Point. As a part of this proposal, DEP has committed to reducing odors from this facility and to study the other causes of odors that have been cause for community concern.

“I’m happy that the community, the administration and the Council could come to an agreement that works for the neighborhood,” said Chair of the Landmarks, Public Siting & Maritime Uses subcommittee, Jessica Lappin. “The new park that's being added to the neighborhood will be a great amenity for the residents, but only if it doesn't smell.  That's why it's important to get DEP's commitment to finding all the odor sources in the area.  I look forward to working with DEP in the abatement of odors associated with the Filtration Plant, so the new park becomes a much used resource for years to come.”

“I am pleased that in recognition of the negative impact the water treatment plant, NYOFCO and all the industries sited in the community have had on the area, the Mayor's office and DEP have committed to implementing a series of mitigation measures detailed in the agreement reached during the negotiation surrounding the Land Use application we will approve today," said Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo. "These improvements will allow the plant to upgrade its pollution reducing capabilities, while eliminating the odors that have been the source of community concern.  Also, the additional park space will expand some much needed recreational space and give residents the chance to enjoy the waterfront."
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