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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We have many

          3  ceremonials which seem to be all about Mike Nelson

          4  today. So, let me give you the mic and hold the

          5  proc.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Speaker. We're honoring today a great group of

          8  kids from St. Edmund's Prep in my district. They

          9  happened to have scored, I believe in this season,

         10  127 goals and you won 20. No losses, right? Come

         11  right around here, Robert. And Dan Borgia is here,

         12  the Coach. Dan is right over there. What a great

         13  coach, what a great team you guys truly were the

         14  blades of glory this year, and you did, your school,

         15  you did Brooklyn proud and on behalf of Speaker

         16  Chris Quinn, we want to present you with the City

         17  Council Proclamation for your great season.

         18  Congratulations to all of you.

         19                 Would the clerk please read the

         20  Proclamation.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         22  New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to honor the St.

         25  Edmund Eagles Hockey Team on the completion of a
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          2  perfect season; and

          3                 Whereas: Sports are often an

          4  essential part of our youth and teach us important

          5  lessons in life: from the baseball diamond to the

          6  hockey rink, participating in sports helps us

          7  develop into more well-rounded individuals, and

          8  instills in us ideas of fair play, cooperation and

          9  team spirit that help us succeed in all other fields

         10  of endeavor; and

         11                 Whereas: Today, we honor all the

         12  student athletes on the St. Edmund Eagles Hockey

         13  Team, a group of young men who, with great

         14  determination, focus and talent, have achieved great

         15  success in the 2006-2007 season, enjoying an

         16  undefeated regular season and winning the Catholic

         17  High School Hockey League "B" Division Championship;

         18  and

         19                 Whereas: Under the guidance of Coach

         20  Dan Borgia, the St. Edmund Eagles compiled an

         21  incredible 20-0 record during the regular season and

         22  went on to defeat St. Francis Prep in overtime

         23  during the championship; and

         24                 Whereas: In addition to its inspiring

         25  game play, the St. Edmund Eagles also scored a
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          2  league-high 127 goals this season and earned a

          3  promotion to the Catholic High School Hockey League

          4  "A" Division; and

          5                 Whereas: The student players of the

          6  St. Edmund Eagles Hockey Team have demonstrated

          7  great heart, mental toughness and the competitive

          8  spirit of real champions; they have raised their

          9  overall level of play, have met each and every

         10  challenge head on, and will undoubtedly achieve

         11  greater and greater success in life, both on and off

         12  the rink; now, therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York honors the St. Edmund Eagles Hockey

         15  Team. Signed this 23rd day of April in the year Two

         16  Thousand and Seven, Michael C. Nelson, Council

         17  Member, 48th District, Brooklyn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Congratulations. I

         19  don't know if the Coach or anybody else wants to say

         20  a few words?

         21                 COACH BORGIA: All right. Just a few

         22  quick thank yous, obviously to Council Member

         23  Nelson, to Mary Scarfuto, and Robert, special

         24  thanks. Principal John Larenzetti, Athletic Director

         25  Danny Wyatri, all the coaching staff, John Diadomo,
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          2  Eric Drake, Team Manager Harry Kamna, and most

          3  importantly the players and the parents for a

          4  terrific dream season, thank you very much.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: There you go. And

          6  congratulations from all of us at the Council.

          7  Congratulations, everybody.

          8                 Keeping with our theme of Mike

          9  Nelson, here we go. From sports to the arts, they're

         10  covering all the bases, so-to-speak, in Mike

         11  Nelson's district, so let me hold this while you

         12  introduce our next proclamation folks.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you. The

         14  Brighton Ballet has been doing a great job in our

         15  community with Raisa and her staff. This is the

         16  holistic approach, with the sports, as the Speaker

         17  said, and the arts, making a whole synergistic

         18  effect, the positiveness in our City and in this

         19  case in my district, so I'm very proud to

         20  congratulate the Brighton Ballet. Would you like to

         21  say something?

         22                 PARTICIPANT: I personally, and 500

         23  families from Brighton Ballet Theater, would like to

         24  thank you and especially our Speaker, Christine

         25  Quinn, Michael Nelson, our Councilman, and Domenic
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          2  Recchia, Councilman, to be involved in the life of

          3  our community and life of our children. With your

          4  help, Brighton Ballet Theater moulds and develops

          5  healthy, passionate, responsible and well-rounded

          6  individuals who have the potential to succeed in any

          7  field. Thank you, again.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

          9                 Would the clerk please read the

         10  proclamation.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         12  New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to join friends and

         15  members of the community in honoring Brighton Ballet

         16  Theater/School of Russian Ballet on the occasion of

         17  its 20th anniversary; and

         18                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         19  custom of the New York City Council to honor those

         20  organizations that have enriched us with their

         21  achievements, and today we are delighted to

         22  recognize Brighton Ballet Theater/School of Russian

         23  Ballet for its fine contributions to dance in our

         24  City, and

         25                 Whereas: Formed in 1987, Brighton
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          2  Ballet Theater has been a leader in the preservation

          3  and promotion of the rich historical traditions of

          4  Russian dance in New York. The sole representative

          5  of Russian dance in our City, it has drawn talent

          6  from some of the best dance theaters in the former

          7  Soviet Union, including St. Petersburg Kirov Ballet,

          8  Moscow's Classical Ballet, Bolshoi Theater,

          9  Ukrainian State Theater of Classical Ballet, and

         10  Odessa Opera and Ballet Theater; and

         11                 Whereas: Drawing on the cultural

         12  traditions of Russian ballet, Brighton Ballet

         13  Theater provides high quality dance education to

         14  both children and adults. Serving over 400 students

         15  a year, it teaches classical ballet, it also teaches

         16  character dance, modern dance, Latin and ballroom

         17  dance, folk dance, and hip-hop; and

         18                 Whereas: A true benefactor of the

         19  community, Brighton Beach Theater has been a major

         20  contributor to New York's cultural life and to the

         21  development of Brighton Beach in particular; and

         22                 Whereas: It is most appropriate that,

         23  as we celebrate National Dance Week, we recognize

         24  those institutions that have made an immeasurable

         25  contribution to the art. Brighton Beach
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          2  Theater/School of Russian Ballet is one such

          3  organization; over the past two decades, it has

          4  proven itself to be not only an exceptional dance

          5  school but also a shining piece of our City's rich

          6  cultural mosaic; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York most gratefully honors Brighton

          9  Beach Theater/School of Russian Ballet for twenty

         10  years of exceptional service to our City.

         11                 Signed this 23rd day of April in the

         12  year Two Thousand and Seven, Christine C. Quinn,

         13  Speaker for the Entire Council; Domenic Recchia,

         14  Council Member, 47th District, Brooklyn; Michael

         15  Nelson, Council Member, 48th District, Brooklyn.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Everyone

         17  please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

         18                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Roll call.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

                                                            12

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Ignizio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

         25  present, and we're going to wait for the Public
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          2  Advocate to join us up here.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Calling for

          4  the Invocation by Rabbi Kenneth Stern.

          5                 RABBI STERN: Speaker Quinn, members

          6  of the City Council, ladies and gentlemen, thank you

          7  for this honor. In the Jewish tradition, our

          8  meetings and assemblages, other than prayer

          9  services, begin or end with words of study rather

         10  than prayer.

         11                 Prayer services are relegated for

         12  prayer, our other gatherings are times to study a

         13  text, transmit its inherent values, a lesson to take

         14  to heart.

         15                 So, permit me to share with you out

         16  of the Jewish tradition, as you begin your tasks

         17  this afternoon.

         18                 In the Book of Deuteranomy there are

         19  five sets of laws that refer to the "elders of a

         20  city," Ziknayhair (phonetic), your forerunners,

         21  before there were such things as City Councils, and

         22  these elders had official functions in cases of

         23  accidental homicide and cities of refuge. Homicide

         24  when the identities of a perpetrator and the victims

         25  were unknown, parents who had a rebellious child, a
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          2  new spouse accusing a mate of unchastity and

          3  leverage marriage.

          4                 Now, I can imagine that most of you

          5  have no desire to be directly involved in these

          6  felonious matters and matters of domestic dispute,

          7  that's what law enforcement and social agencies are

          8  for. But when we examine the role of these

          9  Ziknayhair, the city elders, in these instances we

         10  become aware of the variety of vital functions they

         11  performed - adjudication, serving as witnesses,

         12  acting in representative capacities and performing

         13  ceremonial acts. In all these roles the city elders'

         14  authority and duties were devoted to maintaining the

         15  moral integrity and social and economic well-being

         16  of their community. Now, that's a much more

         17  appealing role, and it is also a noble and worthy

         18  one, a vital one. Set within it's deuteranomic

         19  context, we see that the welfare of the entire

         20  nation is tied to and dependent on the welfare of

         21  our local communities.

         22                 So, may God bless you and the work at

         23  hand before you today; how ever mundane, how ever

         24  routine it may appear, always be mindful of the fact

         25  that these matters are essential components, the
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          2  very fiber and fabric upon which far loftier ideals,

          3  dreams and aspirations are dependent. (Speaking in

          4  Yiddish) May the beauty of the Lord, our God, be

          5  upon us, and establish the work of our hands. May

          6  God firmly establish it, amen.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen. Motion

          8  to spread the Invocation. Council Member Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'm honored to

         10  spread the very informed and inspirational

         11  invocation by Rabbi Stern in full upon the record.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if I could just

         14  ask my colleagues to rise again for a moment,

         15  please.

         16                 Since our last Stated Meeting on

         17  April 16th, I think we all know that there was a

         18  tragic, tragic series of events at Virginia Tech,

         19  the individuals of one person led to the death of 32

         20  others, 20 individuals are injured, some of them

         21  quite seriously.

         22                 This is the worst gun-related

         23  incident in the history of our country, and it

         24  happened at a place of higher education, where young

         25  people should be free to explore their greatest
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          2  dreams, and to get the foundation to be whatever

          3  they want to be some day.

          4                 I mean, the tragedy is so great, it's

          5  difficult to read the stories about it in the paper.

          6  And it's hard to have any words at all that can put

          7  something so vicious and so unnecessary into any

          8  framework at all in our minds.

          9                 The victims come from all across our

         10  country. A number from this region. So, I would ask

         11  us today just to stand silently for a moment and

         12  wish in our thoughts the deepest sympathies and the

         13  most support we can to the family of the 32 victims,

         14  to the family of the 20 who have been injured, to

         15  the families of Virginia Tech, to the students and

         16  the professors of Virginia Tech who today went back

         17  to class. They asked the members of the media to

         18  move off of the center of campus to the outskirts so

         19  they could begin their healing process.

         20                 So, we should today try to send them

         21  all of the support, the love that we can as they

         22  attempt to move forward after just an unspeakable

         23  and unnecessary tragedy.

         24                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

                                                            19

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          3  the Minutes, Council Member Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I move that the

          5  Minutes of the Stated Meeting of March 28th, 2007,

          6  be adopted as printed.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 Council Member James. Oh, she's not

          9  here. Sorry, she asked me to call her.

         10                 All right, let's move on. Messages

         11  and Papers from the Mayor.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         14  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 594 on page 1,

         16  through M 616 on page four. Applications for base

         17  station license renewals, relocations and ownership

         18  changes.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 617.

         21  Transfer of City funds between various agencies.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 618.

         24  Appropriation of new revenues.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          3  and Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          6  Call-Ups.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 619 on page four

          8  through M 622 on page five.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: These matters are

         10  coupled on a Call-Up vote, and I will now ask for a

         11  roll call on all the coupled Land Use Call-Ups.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, I request to vote on all Land Use

          5  Call-Ups, as well as General Coupled Orders with

          6  unanimous consent.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Permission to

         13  vote aye on all general Call-Ups and the regular

         14  calendar. Thank you. I vote aye.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Present. I vote
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          2  aye, and aye on all Call-Ups. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Present.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Did I say

         14  present? I'm sorry. I meant yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          6  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 42 in the

          7  affirmative, zero in the negative.

          8                 Communication from the Speaker.

          9                 Quiet, please.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. We're

         11  voting on two veto overrides today. The first is a

         12  veto override for Intro. 331-A, the Pedicab

         13  Legislation. And I want to start by thanking my

         14  colleague, Council Member Comrie, who Chairs our

         15  Consumer Affairs Committee. I also want to thank

         16  particularly Alex in our Legislative Division, who

         17  did a tremendous amount of work. She's right over

         18  there, did a great deal of work on this bill. So, I

         19  want to thank you very much, Alex.

         20                 Chairperson Comrie deserves a thanks

         21  on this matter because he held lengthy and detailed

         22  hearings on this piece of legislation.

         23                 You know, I first became concerned

         24  about pedicabs in 2005, before becoming Speaker. I

         25  represent the theater district. I had gotten calls
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          2  and concerns brought to me by folks who work and

          3  operate, folks who run Broadway theaters, folks who

          4  work in the theater industry, folks who work in and

          5  around Times Square and the Times Square Business

          6  Improvement District.

          7                 They were very concerned because they

          8  saw on a regular basis more and more pedicabs on the

          9  street, in their area and in other parts of the

         10  City. There was no regulatory mechanism or structure

         11  around these pedicabs. This bill creates a

         12  regulatory structure, insurance requirements and

         13  other appropriate mechanism to monitor and enforce

         14  pedicabs in the City of New York. Using the streets

         15  of New York City in all five boroughs, from Staten

         16  Island to the Bronx, using our streets to make money

         17  is a privilege, not a right.

         18                 And if you're going to be doing

         19  business on the streets of New York, we have to have

         20  a way to regulate your activity. We have to have a

         21  way to monitor your activity, just like we have for

         22  the taxi industry, the black car industry and other

         23  industries that use our street.

         24                 Now, some have questioned whether

         25  it's appropriate to have a cap in this bill. Cabs,
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          2  there is a limited number of medallions on our

          3  streets. Why is there a limited number of medallions

          4  on our streets? Because we have tremendous traffic

          5  in these five boroughs. And we need to regulate how

          6  many for-hire vehicles there are to make sure that

          7  they are not in any way over-contributing to our

          8  traffic problem. That's why we set a cap in this

          9  bill, a fair cap, we believe, of 325.

         10                 Some have said there are more

         11  pedicabs than that. The truth is, we don't know how

         12  many pedicabs there are because it is an unregulated

         13  industry.

         14                 In our legislation there is ample

         15  opportunity for us as a legislative body to go back

         16  and review the cap. In fact, the bill requires us to

         17  do that in two years, to see if the number should go

         18  up or should go down. But if you are going to drive

         19  New Yorkers or our tourists about on our streets, we

         20  are not going to let you do that without having

         21  insurance, we're not going to let you do that

         22  without existing in a regulatory structure, and

         23  we're going to do it in a way that allows us as the

         24  City of New York to keep order on our streets. Some

         25  have objected to this, and change can be difficult.
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          2  If you're going from an unregulated industry to a

          3  regulated one, that is a difficult transition, and I

          4  understand why it can cause concern and maybe even

          5  make some people fearful. But I am very confident

          6  that after this bill becomes law after we override

          7  this veto, after it goes into effect, those who have

          8  claimed that there will be dire consequences will be

          9  proven wrong.

         10                 I want to call on the Chair of our

         11  Consumer Affairs Committee, Leroy Comrie.

         12                 (Audience outburst.)

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         14  please.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: I want to make this

         16  announcement. We will have order in the Chambers.

         17  This is a warning. If there are further outbursts,

         18  pro or con, we will clear the Chambers. So, the next

         19  order, if there's another outburst, from Council

         20  members or the public, will be to clear the

         21  Chambers.

         22                 That said, I want to call on the

         23  Chair of our Consumer Affairs Committee, Leroy

         24  Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,
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          2  Speaker Quinn.

          3                 I want to thank you and thank your

          4  staff, from Rob Newman to my Counsel, Thomas

          5  Ferrugia and Legislative person Brian Sogol, all of

          6  the people that worked on many plus hours to deal

          7  with this bill. We had many hearings on this bill.

          8  We had many hours of negotiation. We were at a bill

          9  that everybody was comfortable with, nobody was

         10  happy with to start, the regulation of an industry

         11  that needed regulation, it asked for regulation. And

         12  truly, as you said earlier, people have to

         13  understand that there is a privilege to charging

         14  fares to transport people around the City.

         15                 I think that we've come to a fair

         16  agreement, we've come with an opportunity, a Sunset

         17  opportunity so that we can look at it very quickly,

         18  and I think that once this is implemented, it will

         19  be another positive thing to add to the diversity of

         20  this City.

         21                 I want to urge all my members to vote

         22  yes on 331-A, and I want to thank all of you that

         23  have been working with us through this process to

         24  make sure that we have a comprehensive bill that

         25  tries to address a new industry, that tries to
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          2  create new opportunity and that tries to ensure that

          3  all parties had an equal and fair say in the outcome

          4  of what happens today.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Chairperson

          7  Comrie.

          8                 Next we're voting on a veto override

          9  for Intro. 341-A. This is a piece of legislation

         10  that would put in place a ban on the use of metal

         11  bats in high school, baseball or softball in the

         12  City of New York.

         13                 I want to thank the Chair of our

         14  Youth Services Committee, Chairperson Fidler, and

         15  also the other prime sponsor of the bill, our

         16  Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo, for this legislation.

         17                 You know, we can never fully reduce

         18  the risk that is involved in playing sporting

         19  events. We want to encourage people to get involved

         20  in sporting events, but we can and should do what we

         21  can to limit that risk, to make the games as safe as

         22  we possibly can, recognizing that sporting events

         23  are always a little bit dangerous.

         24                 I think this bill is an important

         25  step forward to protecting our high school athletes.
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          2  We're not the first to do this, the Nassau and

          3  Suffolk Catholic School Athletic League has done

          4  this, Montvale New Jersey has done this. A number of

          5  the Prospect Park Baseball League has done this, the

          6  North Dakota Athletic Association has done this, and

          7  the State of Montana and the State of New Jersey are

          8  considering this Statewide. So, I think this is an

          9  important step today to help protect our high school

         10  athletes.

         11                 I, again, want to thank Lew Fidler

         12  and Jimmy Oddo and I want to first call on the Chair

         13  of our Youth Services Committee, Lew Fidler, and

         14  then I'll call on our Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         16  Speaker Quinn. I think it's incredibly appropriate

         17  to point out that this month is National Youth

         18  Sports Safety Month, so as we take this piece of

         19  legislation up, hopefully for the final time, we

         20  should keep that in mind.

         21                 And I want to thank the Speaker for

         22  her leadership on this and Council Member Oddo, for

         23  his passion in pressing this issue forward. And as

         24  well, I want to thank the Council staff,

         25  particularly Laura Popa and Chuck Meara for their
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          2  endurance.

          3                 But I also want to thank all of my

          4  colleagues, because I am quite sure that each and

          5  every one of you hopes this is the last time that

          6  you're going to hear dialogue on this floor about

          7  non-wood bats.

          8                 It has been said this is not the most

          9  important issue facing the City of New York, and

         10  that in the Mayor's veto message he said our

         11  intrusion into it is inappropriate. As to the first

         12  point, I would tell you that if you are a parent of

         13  a child playing baseball, it's a very, very

         14  important issue. And as to the second, you know, the

         15  Mayor of the City feels, and I think appropriately

         16  so, that the City take measures that deal with the

         17  public health. This is a matter of public safety.

         18  And it's a matter of public safety in which we are

         19  directly involved. We run PSAL games. We provide the

         20  bats, the gloves, the uniforms, the coaches the

         21  fields and the dollars to run PSAL athletic games.

         22  Our intrusion into this area already exists, we run

         23  these games. If not us, who?

         24                 And as far as the basis for doing

         25  what we're doing, the physicists who work often for
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          2  the bat industry admit that balls come off metal

          3  bats eight miles an hour faster. That may not seem

          4  like a lot to you, but if you are 60 feet away from

          5  that projectile, eight miles an hour could be the

          6  difference between your being killed, put into a

          7  coma, or your being able to deflect that ball at the

          8  last minute so that the injury at best is glancing.

          9                 I think that's important. And if we

         10  can eliminate unnecessary risk in competition, we

         11  will perhaps increase the number of kids who

         12  participate, we will certainly increase their

         13  safety, and I urge a yes vote on the override.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And I just

         15  want to underscore Chairperson Fidler's thanks to

         16  Laura Popa and Chuck Meara. I want to add thanks to

         17  Rob Newman, Ramon Martinez and Alvin Bragg of our

         18  General Counsel's Office, and let's call on the

         19  Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         21  Speaker. I really would like to begin by thanking

         22  all of my colleagues for standing tall on this issue

         23  against what has been an unrelenting public

         24  relations campaign, I think aided and abetted by

         25  some really awful journalism, and no elected
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          2  official likes to see his or her name on the

          3  editorial page of an article in an unflattering

          4  light, and it really pains me on a personal level to

          5  be the one to sort of serve up the Council to the

          6  editorial pages for them to do factually inaccurate

          7  and I think morally bankrupt editorials.

          8                 And I know the level of lobbying.

          9  We're in the $200 range now, more than $200,000.

         10  It's not quite NASCAR level lobbying, but it has

         11  been an all-out effort here in the City Council, and

         12  the fact that so many of you have stood tall is

         13  really something that I will not forget. And this is

         14  an opponent who has grown more desperate in the last

         15  two weeks, and they have put out letters to you and

         16  the media and the mercy in my soul said please do

         17  not go point by point in refuting this because your

         18  colleagues are really weary of this. But I will say

         19  one example to show just how disingenuous the folks

         20  on the other side have been.

         21                 We have stipulated, Council Member

         22  Fidler and I, on the record in saying this Brown

         23  Study that was done is really not applicable today

         24  because it's different type bats.

         25                 We never cited it. We have not cited

                                                            35

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  it in the last two hearings, yet the folks on the

          3  other side continue to tell the media, continue to

          4  send letters to you saying that we cite this Brown

          5  Study.

          6                 They have never lost, and today they

          7  are losing, and they're amazed by it. There have

          8  never been truer words entered into the American

          9  lexicon than "follow the money." And six years of

         10  discussion in this body, two decades of discussion

         11  across this country, and at its core this is about

         12  money. For them it's about losing profits. And I

         13  don't think they want to intentionally see your kids

         14  and your grandkids injured, but I truly believe if

         15  the choice is elevating the risk of putting your

         16  kids and grandkids in harm's way or cutting their

         17  profits, they will protect their bottom line at all

         18  costs.

         19                 I will just say that I welcome this

         20  veto, because it has allowed us to continue this

         21  dialogue, to continue getting national coverage and

         22  really inspire other jurisdictions to follow suit.

         23                 And I will close by saying to those

         24  who say that this is not the role of government, or

         25  this falls outside the purview of the City Council,
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          2  I'm going to make a commitment to you. I am going to

          3  ponder that notion, as I sit in my local tavern and

          4  I attempt to order a tall glass of grain alcohol, as

          5  I attempt to smoke my Marlboro cigarettes, as I

          6  stare down at the condom that was handed to me as I

          7  exited the subway, and as I wait for that hamburger

          8  with that partially hydrogenated oil dripping from

          9  it, I'll ponder the notion, government gets involved

         10  when we know the status quo is unacceptable and if

         11  we don't act, the status quo will remain.

         12                 The status quo, in terms of kids

         13  playing baseball, poses an unreasonable risk, and

         14  the City Council, after all of the BS, after all of

         15  the money, is doing the right thing. And I truly

         16  thank all of my colleagues for doing that.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Lastly, we're voting

         18  today on the second quarter budget modification, and

         19  the good news here is that the budget modification

         20  yet again recognizes increased revenues. In part

         21  those revenues are being assigned to make a payment

         22  to our budget stabilization account. They're also

         23  paying for recently agreed upon collective

         24  bargaining contracts, in particular UFT contract.

         25  They're also making a payment that will help our
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          2  Health and Hospitals Corporation hopefully stabilize

          3  its budget, and have the revenues it needs to

          4  continue to operate. And I just want to call on the

          5  Chair of our Finance Committee, David Weprin, to

          6  comment on the modification. Please.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          8  Madam Speaker. As the Speaker mentioned, we have

          9  additional revenue, we're actually recognizing an

         10  additional $1.82 billion in revenue in Fiscal 2007,

         11  and most of that revenue is attributable to the Wall

         12  Street industry and the real estate industry, which

         13  have been flushed for cash, and we hope that will

         14  continue, but we're taking a very responsible

         15  approach by setting aside $1.1 billion of that

         16  amount to the budget stabilization account. And I

         17  want to say it was voted on unanimously in City

         18  Council Finance this morning and it was the second

         19  series of budget mods, the first under Speaker Quinn

         20  when she came in, and this is the second one, where

         21  we actually had testimony from the Office of

         22  Management and Budget in the form of First Budget

         23  Director Stewart Klein, who testified. And I know

         24  that may sound elementary or logical that we should

         25  have the Office of Management and Budget present a
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          2  budget modification, since they're the ones that are

          3  providing the revenues and the estimates that we are

          4  recognizing, but in the past that was not the case.

          5  And due to the urging of Speaker Quinn and this

          6  Council, we had urged that the Office of Management

          7  and Budget actually come before the City Council and

          8  justify and defend their proposal on their budget

          9  modification, which they did this morning, and there

         10  was extensive dialogue and questions back and forth

         11  for an extended period of time, and this was a major

         12  development since Speaker Quinn took office.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: That concludes

         15  Communication from the Speaker.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         17  of General Orders.

         18                 Council Member Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         20  much, Madam Speaker.

         21                 I rise to encourage my colleagues to

         22  vote against the override of 331-A. I believe we

         23  should not allow ourselves to be goated into it's

         24  the Mayor versus the City Council. No, it's the

         25  destruction of an industry versus the Taxi and
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          2  Limousine industry. Pedicabs are safer than

          3  taxicabs. They said pedicabs are dangerous. If I

          4  gotta get hit with something, hit me with a pedicab,

          5  not a taxicab.

          6                 Pedicabs, they say that it creates a

          7  lot of congestion. If any vehicle can get out of

          8  congestion, it's a pedicab. They said that the

          9  pedicab industry was dangerous, yet all studies said

         10  there's no fatalities from pedicabs. And to put a $2

         11  million insurance, not allow them to ride in bike

         12  lanes. And then to have the nerve to say that this

         13  is something that's not good for New York City, they

         14  don't mind being regulated. What they do mind is

         15  being destroyed. And this bill will destroy the

         16  pedicab industry.

         17                 (Audience outburst.)

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please. We're going to have to remove you. Let the

         20  Council member finish, please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I encourage my

         22  colleagues, this is not us versus the Mayor, this is

         23  us versus people in New York City that created a

         24  creative industry that tourists use, and that they

         25  use this industry to raise income for their
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          2  families. This is supposed to be the great

          3  capitalist America, well, where is competition, when

          4  you try to wipe out the competition? And the cap

          5  that has 325 cabs, when there's 500 to 600 in

          6  existence, is not a cap, it's destroying the

          7  industry. Vote no.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 Council Member Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I'd like to speak once again to

         13  reenter my comments that I made on the Intro. 331-A,

         14  and also on 341-A.

         15                 In reference to the bat bill, I said

         16  before when I voted against the original bill, that

         17  I appreciate it's an emotional issue, that Council

         18  Member Oddo has put an awful lot of work into this

         19  legislation, but in the final analysis, there were

         20  simply no statistics to show this is a problem.

         21  None. You cannot pass legislation based on the lack

         22  of facts. I mean, there just isn't. And I would

         23  certainly urge my colleagues not to override.

         24                 But most of my comments though refer

         25  to the pedicab legislation. I'm really shocked at
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          2  this body. This bill is not about regulation. This

          3  bill is designed to kill this industry. That's all

          4  it's about. And clearly, if it wasn't about that,

          5  when would ever the City Council vote to put people

          6  out of work?

          7                 Yes, we may not know the exact number

          8  of the pedicabs, but we certainly know it's more

          9  than 325. So, let's assume it's 500, let's assume

         10  it's 450, you immediately, the day this bill goes

         11  into effect, put people out of work. Shame on us if

         12  we do this. Please do not vote to override.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         14                 Council Member Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate. I also rise to express my

         17  dissention with the override vote. I will be voting

         18  no for the override, in other words I will not

         19  support the override vote, for many of these same

         20  reasons that have been articulated from my two

         21  colleagues.

         22                 The other thing I would like to add

         23  to that is that this is in some respects about

         24  eliminating and not regulating. The reality is that

         25  when you have yellow cabs and they have $350,000
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          2  worth of insurance, but we require $2 million from

          3  pedicabs, that's just not fair.

          4                 And what is the message that we're

          5  really sending to this environmentally friendly mode

          6  of transportation? And why are we now chastising the

          7  Administration and the Mayor, who I rarely agree

          8  with on many things, and I haven't stood up here

          9  ever to challenge an override vote against this

         10  Administration, but on this one I feel compelled. It

         11  doesn't matter if the Administration came to terms

         12  with it, and they went back, and then when they did

         13  some more research, he admitted he was wrong when he

         14  didn't sign the bill. So that means that people in

         15  his Administration that he worked hours on the bill,

         16  they got it wrong. And when the Mayor had an

         17  opportunity, he said I'm not signing this bill

         18  because it's the wrong thing to do by New York City.

         19                 We should follow his lead. Mr. Mayor

         20  was right. I don't want to hear the arguments about

         21  institutional principal integrity because they are

         22  flawed. We are going to take people's jobs away. We

         23  are legislating people onto the unemployment line,

         24  it's unfair and it's wrong. Thank you very much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,
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          2  please. Quiet, please.

          3                 Council Member Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate. Our Speaker and Consumer

          6  Affairs Committee Chair deserve credit for

          7  recognizing the need to implement first-time

          8  regulations for the pedicab industry. However, I

          9  must join with my colleagues who have just spoken in

         10  urging that we do not override the Mayor's veto

         11  because the regulations we seek to impose in the

         12  bill before us, too many of them are the wrong

         13  regulations, and are too flawed.

         14                 When we started this effort, we

         15  started off with a basic bill that focused on basic

         16  safety needs, basic insurance requirements and a

         17  reasonable cap. Then during negotiations, the

         18  Administration insisted on expanding the bill and

         19  putting in many additional regulations.

         20                 Then they apparently changed their

         21  mind. I do not understand why we do not take

         22  advantage of this change of mind and bring this back

         23  to our committee and come up with the best bill

         24  possible that makes sense for all New Yorkers,

         25  including those in the pedicab industry. In the
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          2  little time I have left, I'll just focus on one flaw

          3  as an example. The prohibition of the electric

          4  assist. This is a quiet, non-polluting device. It is

          5  unclear whether or not State law prohibits it. But

          6  even if it were, there will be efforts to change

          7  State law, why should we make those efforts more

          8  difficult? As a matter of safety, as a matter of

          9  efficiency it makes sense to allow a non-polluting

         10  quiet, electric assist. Without that pedicabs will

         11  be lighter and less safe and the industry will be

         12  less hospitable to those and indeed remain for those

         13  who are peddling and trying to generate this new

         14  form of enterprise, which we should facilitate and

         15  not decimate.

         16                 So, therefore, I urge that we uphold

         17  the Mayor's veto. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please. Thank you.

         20                 Council Member Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate. I had not planned to speak,

         23  but after hearing some of the comments, I feel

         24  compelled.

         25                 I'll be supporting the override.
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          2  There has been a lot of discussion with regard to

          3  the pedicabs being non-polluting and the impact on

          4  congestion and we heard a little bit about

          5  congestion yesterday during the Mayor's speech. The

          6  Mayor made very clear that congestion is a bad

          7  thing. Congestion is something that we, in the City,

          8  have to focus on, and I don't want to get too much

          9  into that topic now, but let me say, suffice it to

         10  say the Mayor talked about congestion yesterday.

         11  Now, you have pedicabs that don't pollute, but by

         12  having them on the road, and having an unlimited,

         13  uncapped amount of pedicabs on the road, you're

         14  going to be adding congestion. And if you're adding

         15  congestion, by definition you're adding pollution.

         16  And anyone who listened to the Mayor's speech should

         17  have some insight into the perils of congestion.

         18                 These are vehicles that congregate in

         19  the most congested parts of the City. Yes, we don't

         20  know how many are on the road now, but if you travel

         21  to Midtown to look at what's going on there, as I

         22  have, a member of the Consumer Affairs Committee,

         23  I've looked at this, I've looked at it from the

         24  clean air perspective, from congestion perspective,

         25  and it is my assessment that it is prudent and
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          2  necessary to have this cap of 325 on there for

          3  environmental reasons, and we will look at this over

          4  the next two years, we'll have the study that will

          5  come out in 18 months, and two years from now we'll

          6  be able to make a determination. But I urge my

          7  colleagues not to be swayed by the false

          8  environmental arguments and to vote in favor of the

          9  override. Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please. Quiet. We're going to have to have you

         12  removed if you do that.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 Council Member Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam

         16  Speaker, my colleagues, first of all, there should

         17  not be any doubt that this Council has carefully

         18  studied this. The Consumer Affairs Committee on

         19  which I sit has had four hearings. We've heard

         20  extensive testimony. I, myself, had reservations

         21  about aspects of this bill, but I believe that it is

         22  a good compromise between those who were against it

         23  entirely, those who were against parts of it, and

         24  those who were in favor of it.

         25                 The fact of the matter is that
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          2  pedicabs should be regulated. Even the pedicab

          3  owners, most of them, came to us and asked for

          4  regulation. They don't mind requirements of

          5  insurance. They don't mind that they are being

          6  supervised with respect to the safety of their

          7  vehicles, and that's a good thing and they should be

          8  congratulated for that.

          9                 Now, should there be a cap? First of

         10  all, Jim Gennaro pointed out that these pedicabs do

         11  cause congestion. Second of all, at the hearings we

         12  had people such as theater owners and others who

         13  complained bitterly about the large number of

         14  pedicabs congesting the streets in front of the

         15  theater, causing congestion, causing tumult, making

         16  patrons of the theater uncomfortable. We had

         17  complaints from other parts of Midtown Manhattan

         18  that these pedicabs, there are too many of them,

         19  that they're a nuisance and that they should, in

         20  fact, be limited.

         21                 Furthermore, are they competition to

         22  the taxi industry? Yes, they are. And should we not

         23  be concerned about the taxi industry? A lot of

         24  people have made their livings becoming taxi

         25  drivers, immigrants and others. This is a point of
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          2  entry for people in this City, for jobs, for

          3  earnings, especially for people who don't have

          4  lengthy degrees and other qualifications. Should we

          5  not be concerned about the competition against taxi

          6  owners that pay hundreds of thousands of dollars in

          7  medallions, and hundreds of thousands of dollars in

          8  taxis? That's a legitimate interest. It's not being

          9  unfair to be concerned about that competition.

         10                 This is a good bill. The Mayor is

         11  wrong. His agencies testified in favor of this bill,

         12  and we should vote in favor of the override.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         14  Quiet, please.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Madam Public Advocate,

         16  I just want to say we have allowed latitude as it

         17  relates to clapping and agreement with Council

         18  members. I just want to say again, we will not

         19  tolerate, though, Council members, whether you agree

         20  or disagree with them, having boos or hissing.

         21  People have the right to say what they want to say

         22  on the record. We'll give people a little latitude

         23  as it relates to clapping, but we're not going to

         24  tolerate people being booed or hissed regardless of

         25  the issue. So, that needs to end or we will have to
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          2  clear the Chambers.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          4  So be it.

          5                 Seeing nobody else, Report of Special

          6  Committees.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          9  Standing Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         11  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         12                 Intro. 331-A, regulating and

         13  licensing pedicabs.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 590. Mayor's veto,

         17  Introductory No. 331-A.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         20  Committee on Finance.

         21                 Preconsidered LU 428 and Reso 826.

         22  Supportive housing program.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 617
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          2  and Reso 827. Transfer of City funds between various

          3  agencies.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 618

          7  and Reso 828. Appropriation of new revenues.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         11  Committee on Land Use.

         12                 LU 384 and Intro. 829, through LU 427

         13  and Reso 833, various ULURPs and UDAAPs.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 429

         17  and Reso 834. New intermediate high school facility.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         22                 Intro. 556-A. Naming of 51

         23  thoroughfares and public places.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and laid over.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the
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          2  Committee on Youth Services. Intro. 341-A.

          3  Prohibiting the use of non-wood bats.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 591. Mayor's veto.

          7  Introductory Number 341-A.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         10  Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 417 and Reso 835.

         12  Amendment of the zoning map.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         16  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 At this point I ask for a roll call

         20  for all matters that are coupled on the General

         21  Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: No on 331-A,

          4  no on 341-A; and yes on all other matters.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: No on 331-A

          7  and aye on all other matters.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'm abstaining

         10  on 331-A because I'm being consistent. I believe

         11  that the assist, that small aspect of a safer

         12  pedicab, does need to be included in the bill. I

         13  said that before and we'll continue to do so.

         14  Otherwise I vote aye on all the other bills.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         17  explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I vote aye on

         20  all bills. I just want to remind members that the

         21  assist is something that's State regulation, and we

         22  cannot supersede State regulation. Back when we had

         23  the first hearing over a year ago, there was

         24  opportunity to change State regulation. That has not

         25  been done. We cannot supersede it.
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          2                 The bill 331-A is a bill that we've

          3  worked on, and I would urge all members to vote aye.

          4  Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Yes on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Permission to

          9  vote unanimously on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, may I have a brief moment to explain my

         15  vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I want to speak

         18  for a moment about 341-A, and I know how important

         19  this is to my colleagues, who I respect, James Oddo

         20  and Lew Fidler. I grew up in the City of New York

         21  playing baseball. I played in the public school

         22  athletic league, and I've played with some of the

         23  best baseball players this City has had to offer. I

         24  had the privilege of playing against Manny Ramirez,

         25  in PSAL. I had the privilege of playing with and
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          2  against Julio Lugo in PSAL. And both who were

          3  outstanding hitters currently play for the Boston

          4  Red Sox, and these are two of the best hitters this

          5  City has ever seen. And I was a pitcher, Madam

          6  Public Advocate, so I was the person in the line of

          7  danger more than anyone else, and if the argument

          8  was that a wooden bat would have led to a better,

          9  purer, more fundamentally sound baseball game, I

         10  would agree that probably yes it would from a

         11  traditional standpoint, but the fact remains that I

         12  believe my colleague Tony Avella is right, there is

         13  no statistical data that supports the safety. I

         14  think the biggest danger to kids playing baseball in

         15  the City of New York, quite frankly, is the

         16  condition of some of the parks that they play in.

         17                 Additionally, there is a section in

         18  the bill that states if you're 18 years of age or

         19  younger in a City game, you can use a wooden bat,

         20  but as we all know, not every kid graduates high

         21  school at 18. So, this means that a 19 year old

         22  wouldn't be in violation of the law and could use an

         23  aluminum bat to play in a public school game. This

         24  bill doesn't allow for that or accommodate that. So,

         25  a 19 year old could use it but a 14 year old
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          2  couldn't use it, and I think that allows for a

          3  competitive disadvantage.

          4                 Additionally, our kids throughout the

          5  City of New York are also going to be put at a

          6  competitive disadvantage, because the majority of

          7  the rest of the country is still using aluminum

          8  bats. So if I'm a college recruiter coming in to

          9  recruit a New York City kid, and frankly, New York

         10  City kids don't get recruited enough, the other kids

         11  using the other bats are going to look like better

         12  ball players.

         13                 So, for those reasons, Madam Public

         14  Advocate, I'm going to vote aye on all, and on

         15  Intro. 341-A, I vote no.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         21  vote? Only a moment of which will be on the bat

         22  bill.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I just want to

         25  comment on Council Member Dilan's last point about
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          2  scouting. In fact, we had testimony on the record

          3  indicating that scouts would prefer to see our high

          4  school players play with wooden bats. They get a

          5  much truer view, they will not be at a competitive

          6  disadvantage, they're at a competitive advantage. In

          7  fact, both college recruitment and pro-recruitment,

          8  and there's testimony on the record to that effect.

          9                 I just want to comment briefly on the

         10  budget modification. You know, we had a great deal

         11  of dialogue in the Finance Committee. On the revenue

         12  side we are once again recognizing millions of

         13  dollars in additional revenue, and as we continue to

         14  go through this budgetary process, I hope that we

         15  will maintain as a priority returning some of that

         16  to the property tax payers and the taxpayers of the

         17  City of New York. We can't consistently mod the

         18  budget without recognizing that we raised taxes in

         19  the City, and that the property tax cut proposed by

         20  the Mayor is a rate cut and not a dollar cut.

         21                 Second, on the Expense side, we once

         22  again are passing a budget modification that does

         23  not advance money to District Attorneys in this

         24  City. We continue to have this fallacious notion

         25  that District Attorneys need to sing for their
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          2  supper, they have to prosecute selectively in order

          3  to collect money that will be returned to them by

          4  OMB. This probably the last budget mod we will do

          5  before June, which means that they will once again

          6  not get anything but front-loaded money, and it's

          7  time to end that ridiculous, probably

          8  unconstitutional practice that OMB has instituted

          9  and give the DAs the money that they need to run

         10  their offices properly and in a business-like

         11  fashion.

         12                 I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: I vote

         15  aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I vote aye on

         18  all, except Intro. 331-A I vote no.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: I vote no

         23  on 341-A and aye on the rest.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, I vote aye on all, and I wish to be

          3  associated with Councilman Fidler's remarks

          4  regarding the District Attorneys.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, if I may be allowed to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Today, with

         10  the budget modification, we recognize the $3.9

         11  billion surplus in our budget, and once again the

         12  City Council has been taken out of the process with

         13  these budget modifications.  Over the last three

         14  years we have recognized more than ten percent of

         15  each year's budget after the adoption of the budget

         16  by the City Council, which indicates that billions,

         17  actually billions of dollars have been spent after

         18  adoption, have been recognized and realized. What

         19  that means is we have less opportunity to decide how

         20  that money is best used in this City for the benefit

         21  of our constituents, and so I think now that we are

         22  approaching a new budget season, we need to keep

         23  that in mind. We need to have realistic numbers from

         24  the Administration as to what money is available to

         25  us, and I think that with the surpluses that we've
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          2  been seeing, as Councilman Fidler said, many others

          3  are saying, it is time for real homeowner relief.

          4  Time for real homeowner relief in this new budget.

          5  Thank you. I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

          8  briefly excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate. Just quickly with, again, on

         12  331-A, with respect to the issue of the electric

         13  assist, I believe State Law to be unclear and gray

         14  in its scope. But even if State law were to clearly

         15  prohibit these assists, there is no reason why we

         16  need to reinforce State law and make it harder to

         17  change if we disagree, which I believe we should for

         18  reasons expressed earlier.

         19                 Secondly, on the cap proposed, even

         20  if you believe the cap makes sense for the Borough

         21  of Manhattan, it really doesn't make sense for the

         22  entire City and in posing this cap will in effect

         23  prohibit a pedicab from any other part of the City

         24  outside of Manhattan, even though there may be areas

         25  where people may be interested in pursuing that
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          2  enterprise.

          3                 So, with the hope that we could give

          4  our outstanding Consumer Affairs Committee Chair and

          5  the Committee another chance to make this bill the

          6  best possible bill, I vote no on 331-A, and aye on

          7  everything else, with respect to baseball bats

          8  erring on the side of caution. Thank you very much,

          9  and safety for kids.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, may I briefly explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: As I cast my

          3  vote today, I do so in favor of the common sense

          4  measures that are before this body.

          5                 Too many people who criticize this

          6  Council say that we don't have a common sense

          7  approach to life. I think just abused that notion

          8  today. It is only common sense to know that a metal

          9  bat is going to hit a baseball farther than a wooden

         10  bat, and one that's been on the field with the kids

         11  know that, and this is a good common-sense approach,

         12  and I congratulate my colleagues Jim Oddo and Lew

         13  Fidler for advancing this.

         14                 On the issue of pedicabs, I know that

         15  for people who sit above here that this may be an

         16  issue of livelihood, but in a City of New York of 8

         17  million people, soon to be 10 million people, the

         18  notion that pedicabs can operate unregulated amidst

         19  large trucks and vehicles, without any controls,

         20  without any insurance, just defies common sense, and

         21  it is a good common-sense measure that we vote on

         22  today.

         23                 Lastly, I just want to say that our

         24  Speaker has come under some personal attack for

         25  staying true to her convictions on this measure and
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          2  not changing her mind halfway through the course

          3  like others have done. A quick anecdote: four years

          4  ago I went with my family to an event in Midtown and

          5  the next day we sat together, I sat next to the

          6  Speaker in Zoning and Franchises, and I said to her

          7  you know I was in Manhattan, being a country boy

          8  from Staten Island, I don't get up there too often,

          9  and I said, you know, I saw for the first time these

         10  pedicabs, or at least noticed a large number of

         11  them, and before she was Speaker she said, I know

         12  and I'm very concerned about the safety of the

         13  people who are in them. I'm concerned about the

         14  people who are operating them, and it's something

         15  that the City has to look at. So those who think

         16  anything other than her motives are for pushing this

         17  common-sense approach, look at the record. And I

         18  proudly vote aye on all matters before us today, in

         19  a vote for good, common sense in the City of New

         20  York. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Permission to

         23  vote on all --

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         25  Permission to vote on all Land Use?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Land Use

          3  Call-Ups.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: And I want to

          6  abstain on 331-A; and aye on all.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Permission

         10  to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Let me

         13  first and foremost say that I have also stayed true

         14  to my convictions on voting against this override. I

         15  voted against the flawed bill, and I'm supporting

         16  the Mayor in a very rare public moment, because I

         17  think he's done the right thing, and I think that no

         18  one is arguing against regulation.

         19                 I believe there should be regulation

         20  in this industry, but I think that what we have done

         21  is gone way too far. Not only have we mandated $2

         22  million in insurance, but we're also mandating that

         23  they not be allowed to ride on bike lanes, but

         24  they're bicycles. They also, they can't ride on

         25  bridges. Other bikes and pedestrians can cross
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          2  bridges, but the pedicabbers cannot. So, is this

          3  really about safety? Pedicabs haven't had a fatality

          4  in ten years. So, if anything, we should learn from

          5  the pedicab industry what they're doing right to

          6  save lives in the City and keep our City safe.

          7                 So, with respect to that, I respect

          8  all of the opinions of my colleagues, and I

          9  understand that we all here have a divergence of

         10  views. I stand by on my principals, the same way I

         11  did when I voted no to the original bill. I vote no

         12  against this override, no on 331-A, aye on the rest,

         13  and I hope my colleagues would understand. Thank

         14  you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

          9  may I be briefly excused? To speak about the bat

         10  bill for a moment, one of my colleagues wants more

         11  facts and studies regarding the speed of a ball off

         12  different type bats. Well, Lew Fidler quoted a

         13  physicist, but as Mike McMahon said, we don't need a

         14  physicist. This is common sense. Just ask anyone who

         15  has ever played the game. The ball comes off harder

         16  from an aluminum bat.

         17                 Even Erik Dilan admitted there is a

         18  competitive disadvantage to children who don't use

         19  bats, which means they come harder off of an

         20  aluminum bat, my thoughtful ball-playing colleague,

         21  and therefore, I'd like to again commend my intrepid

         22  colleague Jim Oddo, and with apologies to my

         23  politically correct friend, today the fat lady has

         24  sung, the metal bat war is over, and the baseball

         25  diamonds are safer.
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          2                 And I vote aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I vote aye on

          5  all, except no on 331-A.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: May I be

          8  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, out of

         11  deference to the hard work of the sponsors,

         12  Councilman Jim Oddo and Lew Fidler, who truly

         13  believed in the cause, I did not speak on this bill

         14  when it was voted originally, even though I voted no

         15  on the bill. But I understand it looks like there's

         16  enough votes to override, so I'm just going to state

         17  my reasons publicly why I'm voting no on 341-A, and

         18  that is that although I believe that the sponsors

         19  truly believe that it is a safety issue, I am not

         20  100 percent convinced of that data. But if I was 100

         21  percent convinced of that data, I think we should

         22  take care of our Little Leaguers before we take care

         23  of our high school students, because they are much

         24  more in danger. And I know the argument back and

         25  forth about fielding, they can field, about hitting,
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          2  but I also little leaguers are less likely to field,

          3  and if there was a danger with metal bats, it would

          4  apply that much more so to little leaguers.

          5                 So, that's why I feel obligated to

          6  vote no on 341-A, yes on all the other items.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

         11  all matters before us. Just on the Pedicabs bill, I

         12  just want to say while I believe we do need to

         13  regulate this industry and therefore this bill is

         14  better than not regulating, I do think that the cap,

         15  to me is unwise. I don't think it's wise to have a

         16  cap at all, but certainly at this low number. I know

         17  I've spoken to the bill's sponsor about this, and

         18  many folks in the staff. I hope that we will revisit

         19  the cap issue, even before the expiration, the

         20  two-year expiration on the bill, and take a look at

         21  whether once there's a regulatory scheme in place,

         22  what we achieve by having a cap on the number of

         23  cabs.

         24                 On the budget modification, I just

         25  want to echo the comments of Lew Fidler. It became
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          2  clear at the Finance Committee meeting today that we

          3  have a $5 billion surplus this year. We're taking in

          4  $5 billion more in revenue as a City government than

          5  we are spending. And most of that is being rolled

          6  over into next year, meaning that even if revenues

          7  don't go up at all, revenues stays constant, and

          8  nobody thinks bad, maybe they think it will only go

          9  up a little bit, but even if revenue stays constant,

         10  we would have to spend eight or nine billion dollars

         11  more next year than we're spending this year to have

         12  any risk of a deficit.

         13                 So, it seems to me that in light of

         14  that, we're talking about an eight or nine billion

         15  dollar cushion, that the current budget proposal,

         16  which would be a fairly small five percent reduction

         17  in the tax rate, even with, and even if we did that,

         18  most taxpayers would still wind up paying more, than

         19  they are this year because their assessments go up,

         20  I think we have to do something much more

         21  meaningful, in terms of tax reduction and I hope

         22  we'll pursue that as we get closer to June.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be
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          2  temporarily excused to stand on the floor for the

          3  last time in talking about metal bats?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I was just going

          6  to thank the staff, but I really feel compelled to

          7  sanitize the record a little bit. And I'm really

          8  disappointed to hear a couple of the arguments that

          9  were made.

         10                 First of all, the bill reads that if

         11  there is anyone playing in that game under the age

         12  of 18 you cannot use a metal bat. It doesn't say 18

         13  and older. So, the scenario raised by my colleague

         14  makes no sense. If you read the bill, you'll see

         15  that the bill covers the scenario where there is a

         16  young person who is older than the age of 18.

         17                 The second thing, and really the more

         18  disappointing thing is to hear what is essentially a

         19  talking point from the metal bat cartel. And it is

         20  one of their more disingenuous arguments, and it is

         21  a scare tactic to scare parents. College sports is a

         22  very competitive arena, and any coach worth his salt

         23  is going to factor in that the kid in Staten Island

         24  is hitting 300 using wood, when the kid in New

         25  Jersey is hitting 450 with metal. But it speaks to a
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          2  bigger point. They're saying that metal bats will

          3  give you a higher batting average and more runs, by

          4  saying that kids are at a disadvantage. They're

          5  undercutting their own arguments. To hear it on the

          6  floor is disappointing. The fact of the matter is

          7  the kids in New York City will not be put at a

          8  disadvantage. Coaches will now have a truer read on

          9  their abilities, and there are many coaches across

         10  this country, and as Council Member Fidler said, we

         11  have testimony on the record who welcome this

         12  change.

         13                 I vote yes on all, and I thank Laura

         14  Popa for her hours and hours and hours worth of

         15  work, and my legal counsel Chris DeSieko and my

         16  Chief of Staff Steven Maddio, who have been really

         17  stellar on this and I thank all of my colleagues for

         18  their patience and endurance.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I'll be

         21  quick. I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         25  today's General Order Calendar are adopted by a vote
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          2  of 45 in the affirmative, zero negative and zero

          3  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 331-A,

          4  which is adopted by a vote of 37 in the affirmative,

          5  six negative and two abstentions, and Intro. 341-A,

          6  41 in the affirmative, four negative and zero

          7  abstentions.

          8                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          9  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero in

         10  the negative.

         11                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         13  to the committees as indicated on the agenda.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 Discussion of Resolutions.

         17                 Council Member Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I'm going to

         19  pass.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Fidler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: If we can have

         23  some dignity, please, I'd like to speak about

         24  Resolution 742.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2  Quiet, please. Show respect.

          3                 Council member, why don't you

          4  proceed, if you would.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

          6  Resolution 742 brings attention of this body to the

          7  fact that both the federal government, the state

          8  government, have abandoned the 21st Century

          9  leadership programs. Those are the only after school

         10  programs that are funded through the No Child Left

         11  Behind Act. And come this summer, at least 50, maybe

         12  more, after school programs are going to close in

         13  the City of New York. And you know, it's time that

         14  we bring that issue to the fore, make sure that

         15  congress considers its obligation we know the

         16  Governor said in the State of the State message, and

         17  I'm sure the President, who I don't often quote on

         18  this floor, has said it as well, after school

         19  programs are important to a good quality education.

         20  The 21st Century Leadership Program specifically,

         21  specifically target the neighborhoods most in need

         22  in the City of New York, 60 percent of the programs

         23  in the State are located here in the City. Tens of

         24  thousands of children that will be out of an after

         25  school program. And I urge the adoption of
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          2  Resolution 742, the beginning of a haul to restore

          3  the funding for those programs.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          5  Council member.

          6                 Just remember it's only one minute on

          7  the resolutions.

          8                 Council Member Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I take it it's

         10  just a coincidence that you made that reminder

         11  before --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered,

         13  absolutely.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, my

         15  colleagues. I want to urge all of us to vote

         16  unanimously in support of Resolution 747. Madam

         17  Speaker, I'd like to commend you for your

         18  outstanding environmental leadership. My colleagues,

         19  this is the resolution calling upon the federal

         20  government, the EPA, to reconsider and to revise,

         21  revise its flawed plans to assure that all toxins as

         22  a result of 9/11 have been as thoroughly and

         23  effectively removed from our neighborhoods, in Lower

         24  Manhattan, in Brooklyn and elsewhere as humanely, as

         25  technologically feasible. The current plan has too
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          2  many flaws. The EPA has recognized the need six

          3  years later to assure removal, but it has not put in

          4  place the protocol to do so. Let us as a City

          5  Council demand the EPA put in place a revised

          6  protocol to protect all New Yorkers. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council Member Gerson.

          9                 Council Member Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate. I wish to speak on Resolution

         12  822, about the tragedy, the massacre in Virginia.

         13  It's critically important that this Council go on

         14  the record. I want to thank the Speaker for her

         15  beautiful comments at the outset of the meeting,

         16  regarding the solidarity that we all feel with the

         17  people in Virginia. This kind of struck home to me,

         18  and although I didn't know any of the victims, my

         19  brother was a close friend of one of the families,

         20  and I had the opportunity to spend the weekend with

         21  my brother. I feel like I know this family very well

         22  now, based on everything that he's told me about

         23  them, and he wanted me to mention on the record, the

         24  young woman's name, Rema Simaha, her parents, Joe

         25  and Mona, her brother Omar, who is a good friend of
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          2  my nephew Jack, and their little sister Ronda. And

          3  31 other families also torn apart. So, we at the

          4  City Council, through this resolution, will be

          5  formally grieving with all these families. So, I

          6  urge it's adoption. Thank you, Madam Public

          7  Advocate.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          9  nobody else -- anybody else on the resolutions?

         10  Okay.

         11                 Resolution 742. All in favor?

         12                 Opposed?

         13                 Adopted.

         14                 Resolution 747. All in favor?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Resolution 822. In favor?

         18                 Opposed?

         19                 Adopted.

         20                 General Discussion.

         21                 Council Member Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 My colleagues, I rise this afternoon

         25  and ask you to support Resolution No. 824, a
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          2  resolution introduced by my colleagues, Council

          3  Member John Liu, Larry Seabrook and myself, a

          4  resolution expressing profound regret for slavery

          5  and historic wrongs, rooted in racial and cultural

          6  bias. This resolution, we hope that it will have

          7  unanimous support of this body, deals with the

          8  decades and decades of slavery here in New York

          9  City, and asks the City of New York to stand with

         10  us, asks the City of New York, Mayor Bloomberg, and

         11  all other leaders of our great City, to stand

         12  forward with us by signing on to this resolution,

         13  and also saying that slavery was wrong, we regret

         14  it, and we look forward in trying to deal with all

         15  of the ills as a result of slavery. And my

         16  colleagues, Council Member Al Vann, had spoke at the

         17  press conference this afternoon, and he spoke about

         18  many aspects which have an impact from slavery, such

         19  as the high number of blacks that are incarcerated

         20  in New York State prison, the fact that we have so

         21  many blacks with poor health care, with lack of a

         22  quality education. And many other aspects which we

         23  can trace back to the slavery here in New York City

         24  and the United States.

         25                 So, I ask all of you to look through
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          2  your conscience and say whether or not the City of

          3  New York should apologize for the deep-rooted

          4  slavery that existed here in New York City, and

          5  stand with me and everyone else in saying, yes, we

          6  apologize, now let's move forward. How can we make

          7  it better on behalf of those individuals that are

          8  African American that have been negatively impacted

          9  by slavery in New York City. Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate. I'd like to talk about a

         14  piece of legislation that you introduced today,

         15  Madam Public Advocate, Intro. 565. It's my honor to

         16  join my colleagues Gale Brewer and David Weprin in

         17  co-sponsoring this legislation with you. And I think

         18  it is another effort to try and improve our City

         19  laws to protect people who may be victims of

         20  discrimination. There's been a lot of very valid and

         21  important efforts in this Council in recent months

         22  to continue to improve our Human Rights Law in this

         23  City, and this bill, the Public Advocate's Bill,

         24  would amend the Administrative Code in relation to

         25  prohibiting employment discrimination, based on an
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          2  individual's actual perceived status as a care

          3  giver.

          4                 Now, right now even though our City

          5  Human Rights law is one of the most comprehensive in

          6  the country, it fails to protect New Yorkers, caring

          7  for ill parents or sick children from being

          8  discriminated against in the workplace, and I dare

          9  say that a lot of the understanding we have of how

         10  to support people who are caregivers came from

         11  previous President Bill Clinton, when he created the

         12  Family and Medical Leave Act, which helped educate

         13  this country on the need to support people who are

         14  caring for their loved ones.

         15                 Well, this legislation guarantees

         16  there will be such protections from employment

         17  discrimination. In fact, if you look at a recent

         18  national study, New York State has almost 2 million

         19  people who are presently caring for loved ones and

         20  putting a lot of time and energy, they deserve our

         21  support and protection, and they should never have

         22  to worry about losing their job or any other form of

         23  discrimination in the workplace because they are

         24  caring for their parents and their children. I think

         25  a lot of us here in the Council have put a lot of
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          2  time in our lives into doing the work of caregivers,

          3  particularly for our older relatives, and thanks to

          4  the public advocate we have a piece of legislation

          5  that makes sure no one ever suffers discrimination

          6  because of that. Please join all of us in supporting

          7  this bill.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10                 Council Member Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         12  Public Advocate.

         13                 I know that my colleague, Council

         14  Member Barron, said he'd rather be hit by a pedicab

         15  than a taxi. I would prefer not being hit at all,

         16  and I just wanted to make mention of the fact that

         17  the Police Department, the police officers that are

         18  here on a regular basis, both inside here and

         19  outside, as well as the Sergeant-At-Arms, I talk for

         20  myself, I think I take for granted the fact that

         21  they're here and that we're safe all the time, and

         22  on a busy day like today, if anyone was looking

         23  around seeing what was going on, the fact that

         24  things ended up being safe is a tribute to them and

         25  I thank them personally.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes. Thank you,

          5  Madam Speaker. I'd like to commend Council Member

          6  Liu for this resolution. It hearkens back to the

          7  fact that there was a time when cotton was king, and

          8  that is why the United States became preeminent

          9  power, economic power on the world scene, and

         10  cottoners came because we slaved to people, we

         11  treated them inhumanely, black people. And

         12  reparations have never been a part of this country's

         13  strategy or plan, never received the 40 acres and a

         14  mule that was planned, it would seem to me the least

         15  that this country can do, and New York City played a

         16  very key role in slavery, yet I hope some of you got

         17  to see the exhibit that was here up until a couple

         18  of months ago, which clarified it, it put a light, a

         19  spotlight on the slave activities that we were

         20  involved in as a city, and so I think the least we

         21  can do is to apologize, which is what this

         22  resolution calls for.

         23                 Even in South Africa when they ended

         24  apartheid, one of the things they did under

         25  President Mandella, A and C, which became part of

                                                            81

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the government, was to establish a reconciliation

          3  commission. I thought it was a brilliant move, so

          4  that those who propagated apartheid and those who

          5  suffered from it, would have a forum where they

          6  could express what they did without penalty, without

          7  punishment, as a way of beginning a healing process

          8  of moving forward.

          9                 We never had a healing process in

         10  this country, and so perhaps this will be the

         11  beginning of people thinking about how do we begin

         12  to deal with the fact that we enslaved people, never

         13  apologized, never had reparations, never said

         14  anything. It's a very important resolution, it's a

         15  beginning, and I urge all of our colleagues to be

         16  supportive of this resolution.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         19                 Council Member Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Two points,

         21  Madam Public Advocate. Also I want to thank my

         22  colleague, Council Member Simcha Felder. Simcha, I'm

         23  thanking you. You know, for reminding us not to take

         24  for granted the Sergeant-At-Arms and the police

         25  officers who really do service and protect us. And I
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          2  want to add, and I know I speak for all of us, my

          3  gratitude. I also want to acknowledge, especially,

          4  the outstanding service of the City Council's own

          5  Director of Security, Mr. Carl Diablo, who really

          6  does a great, great job for all of us. And I thank

          7  you personally.

          8                 Secondly, Council Member Vann is

          9  absolutely correct, we do need to truthfully and

         10  honestly acknowledge the history, and Council Member

         11  Jackson, of course, the history of slavery in our

         12  City, and we do need in so acknowledging to make the

         13  apology as the official body. The path to

         14  reconciliation and harmony will only work, will only

         15  be achieved if it's based on truth and recognition

         16  of truth from wherever it comes, and the truth is

         17  that we do have this history for which we need to

         18  acknowledge and apologize. And I would urge, I hope

         19  the day will come when here in Lower Manhattan when

         20  so much of that history, unfortunately, and

         21  fortunately with respect to the first three

         22  neighborhoods established took place, that we will

         23  have an African-American Cultural Center to

         24  compliment the burial grounds that we have here. But

         25  in the meantime, I fully support this resolution.
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          2  Thank you very much, my colleagues.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Mealy.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Yes. And I want

          6  to say the same for Councilman Vann. I'm glad he

          7  brought that up. And I'm with you on that. Kudos.

          8  But while I stand here, I just want to commend the

          9  Police Department, in which they did a great job in

         10  a domestic violence (sic) in my district, in which

         11  there was no media whatsoever. A young lady got shot

         12  ten times. A domestic violence. Ten times in the

         13  elevator of Tilden Housing, and the community

         14  condoned it. They did not give up this young man.

         15  And I was just informed that they did catch this

         16  young man and I want to catch the police. They did

         17  not stop until they got this culprit. And we all

         18  have to stay abreast of domestic violence. It's said

         19  that it happened, but I will always be an advocate

         20  on it, and thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

         24  just wanted to thank, I had to step out during a

         25  debate on the resolution offered by Council Member
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          2  Gerson, but I just want to thank him for putting

          3  forward the resolution that I think really does

          4  speak the truth about the egregious, egregious

          5  failure by our federal government to protect people

          6  living in Downtown Manhattan and in Brooklyn, from

          7  the continuing toxic affects of Ground Zero. There

          8  is no question in my mind that the cloud of toxic

          9  dust that hung over Lower Manhattan and Brooklyn for

         10  three solid months, and then for off and on for

         11  seven or eight months following deposited just a

         12  shocking amount of toxic material that has yet to be

         13  fully cleaned up, and that is a job that EPA,

         14  federal EPA is 100 percent responsible for, so I

         15  just wanted to thank Council Member Gerson and

         16  express my strong support for that resolution. Thank

         17  you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         19                 Seeing nobody else, it is officially

         20  ended.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 3:08 p.m.)

         22
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