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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We will now have

          3  ceremonials. The first one is going to be by Council

          4  Member Helen Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you very

          6  much, Madam Speaker. And we'll all come up. Your

          7  family, the family can come up, too. Now, I know we

          8  have a little competition in the room, but I think

          9  maybe if we can get down to Council business for a

         10  moment, it would be very helpful, because the first

         11  ceremonial is with Ambassador Heli Pelaez Castro,

         12  from Peru. And he is receiving a proclamation today

         13  because he is an extraordinary man that has done

         14  many things to bring the Peruvian community into the

         15  life of the City of New York.

         16                 Diana, do you want to come up?

         17                 We're also honoring Manuel Avendano,

         18  who is the editor of El Diario, and we all know that

         19  wonderful paper, and we're also honoring Kilder

         20  Fuentes, who is a community leader in the Peruvian

         21  community, and has certainly been that link.

         22                 So, with that, I want to thank you

         23  all for being here. We have his wife, his daughter

         24  and his son, so it's wonderful to make it a whole

         25  family affair. And when you're in the Chamber, it's
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          2  a family affair, I can tell you that.

          3                 Madam Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: I will ask the clerk

          5  to read the Proclamation.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Okay. I am

          7  going to ask the clerk to read the Proclamation.

          8                 Now, we're going to have them read by

          9  the Speaker -- by the City Clerk.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         11  New York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is proud and pleased to honor the honorably

         14  Heli Pelaez Castro, Kilder Fuentes, and Manuel E.

         15  Avendano, for their tireless efforts as the Consul

         16  General of Peru, for his outstanding service and

         17  dedication to the City of New York, for both

         18  gentlemen;

         19                 Whereas: The Honorable Heli Pelaez

         20  Castro as devoted his time and energy to serving the

         21  people of the Republic of Peru as General Consul;

         22  throughout his tenure, Mr. Pelaez Castro has served

         23  his nation and all members of the Peruvian-American

         24  community with compassion and respect; and

         25                 Whereas: Kilder Fuentes has dedicated
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          2  much of his life to work in academia and has served

          3  as a Professor of the University of Long Island, and

          4  has gained experience that has extended through his

          5  work in the public and private sectors. Mr.

          6  Fuentes's work experience include the Department of

          7  Economic and Social Affairs at the United Nations,

          8  and the Office of Senator Charles Schumer, among

          9  others;

         10                 Whereas: Manuel E. Avendano has

         11  served the Peruvian community in the United States

         12  throughout his life, pursuing his career in

         13  journalism, Mr. Manuel E. Avendano has excelled in

         14  presenting the lives and stories of Peruvians in the

         15  United States and abroad to the public; and

         16                 Whereas: The Honorable Heli Pelaez

         17  Castro has served the people of Castro -- of Peru,

         18  I'm sorry, both in United States and abroad with

         19  passion and zeal for many years, making him truly

         20  deserving of this honor; and

         21                 Whereas: Kilder Fuentes has served

         22  the Peruvian-American community in the Borough of

         23  Queens and the City of New York as a whole; and

         24                 Whereas: Manuel E. Avendano's

         25  commitment and dedication to his family, journalism
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          2  and to the Peruvian-American community in the City

          3  of New York, making him truly deserving of this

          4  honor; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York most gratefully honors Heli Pelaez

          7  Castro, for his endless dedication and service to

          8  the Peruvian community in the United States and

          9  abroad; Kilder Fuentes for his endless dedication

         10  and service to the Peruvian-American community in

         11  the City of New York; Manuel E. Avendano, for his

         12  outstanding contributions to the Peruvian-American

         13  Community in the City of New York and the Borough of

         14  Queens.

         15                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

         16  Entire Council; Helen Sears, Council Member 25th

         17  District, Queens.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         19  And congratulations so very much to you, sir. I want

         20  to thank Helen for again reminding all of us of the

         21  tremendous diversity her district represents and the

         22  tremendous diversity that is the City of New York,

         23  and thank you for making sure that we in the Council

         24  took a moment to recognize the tremendous

         25  contribution of the Peruvian Community to all in the
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          2  City, and I'd like to give you the mic.

          3                 CONSUL GENERAL PELAEZ CASTRO: Thank

          4  you so much.

          5                 Ladies and gentlemen, for me it's one

          6  pleasure to be with you, it's another for me to be

          7  here today in order to receive this proclaim. I do

          8  it in the name of all the Peruvian community because

          9  this is also a recognition from the New York City

         10  Council, not just to the Consul General of Peru, but

         11  also to all the Peruvian community living in this

         12  wonderful City.

         13                 Thank you, again, to New York City

         14  Council members, and especially to Mrs. Helen Sears,

         15  to promote this initiative.

         16                 This kind of situation motivates me

         17  to keep working even harder every time, in order to

         18  help the Peruvian community grow better and stronger

         19  in democracy, peace and love inside this great

         20  country, so our state will keep on the ground of the

         21  Peruvian citizen living abroad.

         22                 I will be coming back to Peru very

         23  soon where I will continue with my diplomatic

         24  career, but this recognition tell me that the five

         25  years we have working together have been useful for
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          2  the promotion of the interests of Peru and the

          3  Peruvians in New York.

          4                 Thank you, and happy birthday to

          5  Christine Quinn.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

          7                 And next we have a ceremonial by

          8  Council Member Kendall Stewart. Kendall is not doing

          9  it. I'm sorry, Council Member Inez Dickens.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Good

         11  afternoon. I'm Council Member Inez Dickens, and I'm

         12  going to ask that Kiri Davis, and her mom, Ersie --

         13  where is Ersie Davis? I'd like her to come up,

         14  because today I want to recognize an outstanding

         15  talented young African-American woman, who at the

         16  age, the tender age of 16 did a documentary film

         17  that addresses the issues of our young people across

         18  this country. Of course, she is at the old age of

         19  18, and I'd like to think that my spirit had

         20  something to do with her creativity. I'm stealing

         21  that from her mom, because she attended and

         22  graduated from my alma mater, which is Julia

         23  Richmond High School here in New York City, and she

         24  will be going to my alma mater, Howard University.

         25                 Kiri has gone about traveling
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          2  throughout the United States to showcase her film,

          3  to talk to the young people.  And, you know, across

          4  this nation the young people have said that she is

          5  focused in on what's affecting them in their lives

          6  today. And often times we recognize all of the

          7  people on whose shoulders we stand, but it's very

          8  important that we recognize our young people because

          9  they are our future. They are the ones that will

         10  take over as our writers. They are the ones that

         11  will be our film makers, they will be our electeds.

         12  And, so, I am so proud, Kiri, to stand here with

         13  you. You are wonderful, you're brilliant, you have a

         14  career ahead of you that I can't even imagine.

         15  You're entering upon an industry that has been very

         16  difficult, both for African-Americans to go into and

         17  for women to go into. And so I am very proud of you.

         18                 I'm presenting this to you along with

         19  my colleague, I'm going to ask my colleague Council

         20  Member Melissa Mark-Viverito, you live in Melissa's

         21  district, and we're presenting this to you, but it's

         22  really your mom who deserves all of the credit

         23  because she has stood beside you, she has not pushed

         24  you, but instead she has guided you.

         25                 So, we are very proud of you, but

                                                            11

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  we're also very proud of your mom. Now, I'm going to

          3  ask my colleague, Council Member Melissa

          4  Mark-Viverito, to say something.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Well, I

          6  want to just thank Inez Dickens for doing this and

          7  recognizing the great inspiration that you have

          8  become in such a short period of your life, but you

          9  are a great inspiration to many young people, as

         10  well, and you're demonstrating great leadership

         11  skills, and we really look forward to the bright

         12  future you have ahead of you, of coming back to your

         13  community and really contributing and continuing to

         14  provide that inspiration to future generations.

         15                 So, good luck with your studies.

         16  We're all very proud that you're going to be in a

         17  communications program - I was speaking to your

         18  mother before - great. And congratulations to all

         19  your efforts. And I guess we want to make sure

         20  everybody gets a chance to see the documentary,

         21  right? A Girl Like Me, and I think it's found on

         22  line. It's a seven-minute documentary short. So,

         23  great, great. Congratulations so much.

         24                 Okay, Clerk, if you could read the

         25  proclamation, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

          3  New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor Kiri Davis

          6  for her outstanding contributions to our City; and

          7                 Whereas: At the age of 16, Ms. Davis

          8  directed her first documentary, "A Girl Like Me," to

          9  highlight the ways in which young black girls are

         10  negatively affected by their portrayal in the media;

         11  and

         12                 Whereas: Since submitting her

         13  groundbreaking documentary to the Take Action

         14  Hollywood Film Contest, Ms. Davis has enjoyed an

         15  avalanche of critical praise from such media outlets

         16  as Ebony Magazine, Jet, The Oprah Winfrey Show, The

         17  Today Show, Good Morning America, ABC World News,

         18  Sharp Talk with Al Sharpton, the Steve Harvey

         19  Morning Show, and Talk of the Nation and the NAACP's

         20  Crisis Magazine; and

         21                 Whereas: Today, we honor Kiri Davis,

         22  an individual who has distinguished herself in

         23  service to the community; she has enriched us with

         24  her presence and achievements and is truly a great

         25  friend of the City of New York; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York honors Kiri Davis.

          4                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

          5  Entire Council; Inez E. Dickens, Council Member, 9th

          6  District; Larry Seabrook, Council Member, 12th

          7  District; David Weprin, Council Member, 23rd

          8  District; Leroy Comrie, Council Member, 27th

          9  District; Letitia James, Council Member, 35th

         10  District; Darlene Mealy, Council Member, 41st

         11  District; John Liu, Council Member, 20th District;

         12  Thomas White, Council Member, 28th District; Maria

         13  del Carmen Arroyo, Council Member, 17th District;

         14  Melinda Katz, Council Member, 29th District; Joel

         15  Rivera, Council Member, 15th District; Simcha

         16  Felder, Council Member, 47th District; Miguel

         17  Martinez, Council Member, 10th District; Melissa

         18  Mark-Viverito, Council Member, Manhattan.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Not every person who

         20  gets a proclamation gets it signed by all those

         21  Council members. So, congratulations. And I think it

         22  was signed, among other reasons, by all those

         23  Council members to recognize you for the great work

         24  you've done, what the tremendous contribution that

         25  you've done to our City, but more importantly, to
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          2  young girls all throughout the country. And I'm so

          3  glad that Inez and Melissa and everybody else

          4  brought you down here so we could all meet you and

          5  say best of luck and congratulations, and thank you

          6  on behalf of the City of New York. And let me give

          7  you the microphone.

          8                 MS. DAVIS: Okay. Thank you so much.

          9  I'm so honored to be here, and I want to thank

         10  Council Member Dickens and just the entire City

         11  Council so much. To be recognized for my work and

         12  film and community service-related things has been

         13  an amazing experience. I'm just kind of doing what I

         14  love, following my passion in film, and just telling

         15  stories that are important to me and important to my

         16  community, and I'm just so grateful for all of the

         17  support I've been given throughout the whole

         18  process.

         19                 I wanted to make a film because I

         20  wanted people to wake up to certain issues that are

         21  still going on today, especially how certain

         22  standards and stereotypes are still affecting youth

         23  of color, and one of the components of the film does

         24  the doll test that Dr. Clarke did during the Brown

         25  v. Board of Education desegregation case where black
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          2  children were given a white and black doll and asked

          3  which one they preferred, and the majority of

          4  children preferred the white doll. And 50 years

          5  later I got the same results at two Harlem Day Care

          6  Centers, and I just think that shows that even

          7  though we've progressed so much, we have so much

          8  more work to do, and that certain attitudes that

          9  existed 50 years ago are still here today. And

         10  that's something we all have to kind of work at and

         11  acknowledge.

         12                 And with the film, it was my way of

         13  kind of being a wake-up call to people, and even

         14  though it may just kind of spark discussion, I think

         15  eventually that leads to strategies and then

         16  hopefully a solution so that 50 years down the line

         17  we have some definitely some different results, and

         18  I think through the whole journey I'm learning more

         19  and more how important it is to not let anyone

         20  define you, because you have to define yourself, and

         21  celebrate yourself, even when you're not celebrated

         22  by mainstream society. And I just want to thank all

         23  of the support I've gotten from one of the girls who

         24  was in the film, Stephanie Aris (phonetic), who is

         25  here with me today, as well as my friend Nevana
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          2  Shaw, who was a consultant for the film, and who

          3  really opened up and just shared their stories with

          4  me, and also even my public school in New York City,

          5  Urban Academy, which really helped to kind of

          6  inspire me and helped to support me. I think there

          7  are so many capable and inspiring and motivated

          8  young students out there in New York City and in

          9  this City, but I think you really need that

         10  encouragement and I think we really need people to

         11  listen to us, and give us the attention we deserve,

         12  because it really makes a difference when someone

         13  encourages you and supports you to follow your

         14  dreams and follow your passions. And so I think

         15  that's about it, but thank you so much.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Thank you

         17  very much, and congratulations.

         18                 And next we're going to call up

         19  Council Member Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Members,

         21  thank you very much. Will the members please come.

         22  This is, the Month of July is Soul Food Month. Will

         23  the press come over here? We got a story for you.

         24  Get your ass over here. Come here, we got a story

         25  for you. Come over here. We got a helluva story for
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          2  you.

          3                 We have the Queen of Soul Food here

          4  with us today, Sylvia Woods, who has been in the

          5  business, a black female businesswoman for 45 years.

          6  Forty-five years celebrating, in the business,

          7  serving. Eighty-one years of age. Let me tell you,

          8  she look good. Sylvia Woods is here celebrating.

          9  This is Soul Food Month, the month of July, and we

         10  wanted to be here with the Queen, and she has with

         11  her, we have her court here, as well, because we

         12  also have Brother Londel. Come on up, Londel. Londel

         13  is here. We're honoring Londel today, and we also

         14  have Yvonne. Come on up, Yvonne. Been in business 21

         15  years. This is a good story. Yvonne Parker. Been in

         16  business, live in the Bronx, got her business up

         17  there in Pelham.

         18                 And we also have from

         19  Brooklyn,"Debbie Sweet Treats," Debra Henderson. If

         20  you haven't had any sweet potato muffins until you

         21  ate Debra's sweet potato muffins. And that they have

         22  been in business, and this is a salute to these

         23  women, through it all, through all these years and

         24  they have been successful businesspeople here, and

         25  we want them to continue to be successful. And
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          2  Londel, who put his life on the line for many years

          3  as a police officer, and decided that he wanted to

          4  give a service, and Londel has been doing it the

          5  best. And, so, we wanted to bring the best here to

          6  you, and they had all the food in the members'

          7  lounge today, that all of you had the opportunity to

          8  eat the fried chicken and the fried fish and

          9  everything else. The reception was already. We've

         10  had these people here since 12:00, they've been

         11  here. So, we wanted to make sure that they were

         12  acknowledged here for this treat, and we wanted you

         13  all to come here to see successful women and men,

         14  business people in this great City, and that you all

         15  can share with them and participate, and I know you

         16  all have all these affairs and they do all the

         17  catering and everything else. So, we wanted them to

         18  be here, and especially for the Queen, to toll all

         19  those years, for 45 years.

         20                 So, I'm going to -- do we let the

         21  clerk read first, or do we let Sylvia and others

         22  speak? What do you want to do, Mr. --

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         24  New York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased to honor Sylvia Woods, Londel

          3  Davis, Yvonne Parker, and Debra Henderson, all

          4  leading entrepreneurs in the Citywide community;

          5                 Whereas: In addition to providing

          6  quality soul food to her customers, Sylvia Woods

          7  also helped others learn to prepare such dishes for

          8  themselves. She has published two cookbooks,

          9  Sylvia's Soul Food Cookbook in 1992, and Sylvia's

         10  Family Soul Food Cookbook in 1999. Her key to

         11  success has been love, the love of family, hard

         12  work, God, friends in church, customers; and

         13                 Whereas: In pursuit of his vision,

         14  Mr. Davis, Londel Davis, converted a portion of the

         15  Neighborhood Barbershop into Londel's Supper Club

         16  1994. He then gave the restaurant a slogan:

         17  "Redesigning the Harlem Dining Experience" that

         18  captured the spirit of Harlem in continental, Cajun,

         19  and southern cuisine. Not only does he capture the

         20  character of Harlem with his restaurant, but also

         21  throughout his involvement in the Abyssinian Baptist

         22  Church. Central Harlem Merchants Association,

         23  Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce, and the Harlem

         24  Business Alliance;

         25                 Whereas: In 2000, because of the
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          2  success of "Yvonne's Southern Cuisine" restaurant in

          3  the Pelham community in Westchester County, Ms.

          4  Yvonne Parker moved the business to the two-story

          5  brick building with nearly 200 capacity, making it a

          6  permanent fixture in the business industry; and

          7                 Whereas: Debra Henderson is a

          8  licensed baker in the State of New York. She is

          9  known for her muffins, especially her sweet potato

         10  muffin, the biggest seller, as well as her cheescake

         11  and assorted recipes of pies. She continues not only

         12  to serve her customers with delicious deserts, but

         13  also her friends and family, especially her parents,

         14  Johnny and Bessie Henderson, her source of

         15  inspiration and most loyal supporters; now,

         16  therefore,

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors Sylvia Woods, Londel Davis,

         19  Yvonne Parker and Debra Henderson for their

         20  outstanding service to the City and the community.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: And now

         22  we'll have something from Councilwoman Inez Dickens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Just rather

         24  quickly. Londel's is in my district, by the way. I'm

         25  going to give him a plug, on Frederick Douglas
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          2  Boulevard, between 139th and 140th Street, and the

          3  Wood's family, Sylvia's, they are family. Our

          4  families grew up together in Harlem, and I'm still

          5  friends with her four children, and her

          6  granddaughter. It's a family business, because it

          7  was started by Sylvia and Harvey, and then the

          8  children and now the grandchildren are coming in,

          9  and I suspect the great grands are going to come in.

         10                 But I also know very much, I've eaten

         11  and dined eloquently at Yvonne's in Westchester.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: They're my

         13  constituents.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: All right,

         15  your constituents, I give it to you. You got one.

         16  And of course, Debbie, you do things to sweet

         17  potatos that should be forbidden, it is so decadent.

         18                 So, I just wanted to express my own

         19  gratitude to all of you, and to say congratulations,

         20  and please continue to keep our small minority

         21  businesses alive.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: And now

         23  we've got 45 years, the Queen, Sylvia is here. The

         24  Queen.

         25                 MS. WOODS: Listen, what can I say
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          2  that you all have not said already? I am so grateful

          3  to be here. I'm very grateful that we have made it

          4  and make a difference in Harlem. I let them know, I

          5  am Harlem. They call me Sylvia, but I am Harlem. And

          6  Harlem was good to me, but you know what? I was

          7  pretty good to Harlem.

          8                 So, when I started this journey, I

          9  had no idea I would come this far, but, listen, you

         10  know where it comes from. All of you, I want to say

         11  thank you so very much, and we'll continue to be the

         12  best that I possibly know how to be. God bless.

         13  Thank you.

         14                 Listen, the main thing, to let

         15  everybody know, that we still own Harlem, a block of

         16  Harlem.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: That's

         18  right.

         19                 MS. WOODS: And we didn't get there by

         20  just sitting down. We got there by really working,

         21  running and doing the best that we know how. And we

         22  will continue. And please, I just want to say thanks

         23  to all of you all, and just keep us going. And I let

         24  them know, I didn't come here to visit, I was here

         25  to stay.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Tell them

          3  about your 45th anniversary.

          4                 MS. WOODS: Just 45th anniversary

          5  August 1st, and, listen, we're having a block party.

          6  Please come out, and just eat and drink everything

          7  that you see on that table. And if you don't see

          8  enough, just ask for it, we've got it some place.

          9  Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: All right,

         11  the Queen.

         12                 Yvonne.

         13                 MS. PARKER: I want to thank Council

         14  Member Seabrook, and I want to thank all my kids,

         15  they are here, and I want to thank my workers, who

         16  are here. I just want to thank you. This is truly an

         17  honor for me, and I thank you all very, very, very

         18  much.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: We want to

         20  thank you. And you've got to get up there in Pelham,

         21  over to Yvonne's, especially with that buffet on

         22  Sunday, all you can eat over there.

         23                 And now, Londel, the man.

         24                 MR. DAVIS: I want to congratulate my

         25  fellow awardees, especially Sylvia, 45 years. I want
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          2  to take this opportunity to say bye to a fellow

          3  entrepreneur. And I always say that we stand on

          4  somebody else's shoulders. Calvin Copeland

          5  (phonetic) is closing after so many years, it's

          6  truly a loss to the Harlem community and the Harlem

          7  business community.

          8                 I want to also say, Sylvia Woods and

          9  I go to the same church, Abyssinian Baptist Church.

         10  I don't think that was mentioned. Thank you very

         11  much. I waited three hours but it was worth it.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: And also the

         13  sweet potato treat lady.

         14                 MS. HENDERSON: It's a lot of things

         15  that I can say, but I'm just going to give God the

         16  praise for this beautiful opportunity, beautiful

         17  opportunity, and all the positive people that's

         18  around me. Mr. Larry, you're something else. But

         19  this is a fantastic, fantastic. I can't begin to

         20  tell you how blessed I feel. And most of all, Mr.

         21  Lewis, thank you, darling. Thank you.

         22                 So, anyway if you want a taste of

         23  paradise, try Debbie's Sweet Treats. Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Debbie's

         25  Sweet Treats. And thanks to Fred Lewis for putting
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          2  all of this together. Our acknowledgments, and to

          3  all of our members, all of you, continue to eat.

          4  This food is good and healthy. And as Dan Garodnick

          5  says, remember Soul Food Month is not just for a

          6  day, it's the entire month and the year. You just

          7  keep on eating at all these places. Thank you very

          8  much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: This is the

         10  Stated Meeting of July 25th, 2007. All rise.

         11                 Pledge of Allegiance.

         12                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'm here --

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer --

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: -- We've got a
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          2  dictator for a Speaker.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:-- Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Eugene.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Ignizio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise for

         24  the Invocation given by Pastor Heidi Neumark. Quiet,

         25  please.

                                                            30

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PASTOR NEUMARK: I will begin the

          3  Invocation with the words of a very short poem by

          4  Eduardo Galiano that I will translate. It's called

          5  "Utopia."

          6

          7            She is on the horizon,

                       I take two steps closer,

          8            she takes two steps back,

                       I walk ten steps,

          9            the horizon hurries ten steps further

                       away,

         10            as much as I walk, I will never reach her.

                       What's the point of utopia?

         11            The point is this: to keep on going.

         12

         13                 Let us pray. We give thanks for the

         14  ideals, vision and hope that have brought each

         15  person here to this day;

         16                 We give thanks for the countless

         17  people who have brought their dreams and hopes into

         18  our amazing City;

         19                 Let us be mindful of our own

         20  histories, of migration and immigration, and may

         21  these leaders gathered here, entrusted with the

         22  stewardship of this City's gifts and resources,

         23  carry out their work this day with a fresh infusion

         24  of imagination and perseverance on the path of civic

         25  mercy and justice.
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          2                 May this work in this place carry us

          3  all closer to the City of the ideals we cherish

          4  most, for the sake of all residents, and with

          5  particular concern for the most vulnerable among us.

          6  Amen.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          8  spread the Invocation by Council Member

          9  Mark-Viverito.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Madam

         11  Public Advocate, I first would like to thank Pastor

         12  Heidi Neumark, who represents Trinity Lutheran

         13  Church, in my district, for her patience here today,

         14  and for sharing those words.

         15                 She provides great service and

         16  support to the community in which she leads, and in

         17  her church, in particular, Trinity operates a

         18  homeless shelter for gay, lesbian, bisexual and

         19  transgendered teens across the City, and we thank

         20  her for her service and for her words here today.

         21                 And with that, I would like to make a

         22  motion to spread the Invocation in full upon the

         23  record.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 Quiet, please.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Madam Public Advocate,

          3  if I could ask everyone to please rise. All rise,

          4  for, sadly, a few moments of silence.

          5                 First, it is with deepest regret that

          6  we acknowledge the death on July 14th of Police

          7  Officer Russell Timoshenko, 23. He was shot twice in

          8  the face at point blank range on July 9th, when he

          9  and his partner, Officer Herman Yan, pulled over a

         10  stolen SUV in Crown Heights. Officer Yan was shot in

         11  the arm during the incident, and despite his

         12  injuries, he returned fire and called for

         13  assistance. Another bullet to Officer Yan's chest

         14  was stopped by his bulletproof vest.

         15                 The three accused murderers of

         16  Officer Timoshenko are now in custody and each have

         17  extensive criminal records. Russell Timoshenko, an

         18  only child, emigrated from Bellaruse to Brooklyn in

         19  1993, before moving to Bay Terrace on Staten Island.

         20                 Police Officer Timoshenko was a star

         21  Lacrosse player at Tottenville High School, where he

         22  graduated in 2001. He continued his Lacrosse playing

         23  at City College where he was an honor student,

         24  earning top grades in engineering in architecture.

         25                 Although he thought about becoming an
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          2  engineer or a businessman, he stuck to his dream and

          3  left college early to enroll in the Police Academy

          4  for the January 2006 class. The first to earn a

          5  starting salary of $25,100.

          6                 He was assigned to the 70th Precinct

          7  before moving to the 71st. Besides amassing an

          8  impressive arrest record in his short time on the

          9  job, Officer Timoshenko's commitment to the

         10  community he served was evidenced in his regular

         11  attendance at Police Community Council meetings.

         12                 As Commissioner Ray Kelly noted, the

         13  doctors at Kings County Hospital were truly

         14  phenomenal and did everything possible to save

         15  Officer Timoshenko's life. However, by the time he

         16  was brought to the hospital, his brain had had no

         17  oxygen for 15 to 20 minutes, making his chances of

         18  survival slim. His doctor, Robert Kurtz, who

         19  announced Russell's passing, is the same surgeon

         20  credited with saving the life of the Central Park

         21  jogger after she was brutally attacked in 1989.

         22                 In a very touching moment, the

         23  parents of fallen Firefighter Daniel Pujak, who we

         24  recently had to remember at our last Stated Council

         25  Meeting, also 23, they attended the wake for Police
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          2  Officer Timoshenko, who was promoted after his death

          3  to the rank of Detective. He was truly one of New

          4  York's Finest, and was laid to rest on July 19th. He

          5  is survived by his parents, and also by two cousins,

          6  all three of whom were only children, but each of

          7  the other two surviving cousins described at the

          8  funeral how they never felt like only children

          9  because the three of them were actually like

         10  siblings.

         11                 PFC Ron Wilson, 18, of Springfield

         12  Garden, Queens, which is in Council Member Comrie's

         13  district, was killed in Iraq on July 6th, when an

         14  improvised explosive device detonated near his

         15  vehicle. PFC Wilson was assigned to the 26th Brigade

         16  support Battalion, Third Infantry Division, based

         17  out of Fort Stewart, Georgia.

         18                 He was born in Trinidad and Tobago

         19  and moved to Queens to be with his mother when he

         20  was 11. His father, Lawrence, is a high-ranking

         21  military officer in Trinidad and Tobago.

         22                 After convincing his mother to sign

         23  the enlistment papers so he could join the Army

         24  before turning 18, he went into the military the day

         25  he graduated from Thomas Edison High School and told
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          2  his mother, I found my dream job.

          3                 Although he was only in the military

          4  a short time, he twice won Soldier of the Month and

          5  finished training at the top of the Battalion of

          6  600. He arrived in Iraq less than two months before

          7  his death.

          8                 PFC Wilson's mother said that when

          9  the dreaded news arrived with a knock on the door,

         10  she saw the uniform and she knew, after initially

         11  yelling in shock, "Why are you coming here? Tell me

         12  this isn't true."

         13                 PFC Wilson leaves behind his mother,

         14  father and a five-year-old brother.

         15                 On July 10th, the Department of

         16  Defense announced the death of Lance Corporal Angel

         17  Ramirez, 28, of Sunset Park, Brooklyn. He's lived at

         18  different times in both Council Member DeBlasio and

         19  Council Member Gonzalez's districts. Lance Corporal

         20  Ramirez was wounded on December 21st, 2006, and died

         21  from the injuries on February 21st of this year.

         22                 The announcement of his death in a

         23  hostile incident in Iraq was held until this month,

         24  due to an ongoing investigation into the cause of

         25  the incident.
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          2                 Lance Corporal Ramirez was assigned

          3  to the Third Battalion, First Marine Division. He

          4  was a native of the Dominican Republic and was

          5  married and leaves behind a three-year-old daughter.

          6                 The last thing I want to mention,

          7  that on June 30th, the Pentagon officially

          8  acknowledged that a Queens-born soldier, Specialist

          9  Alex Jiminez, 35, and one of his comrads were

         10  abducted when their unit was attacked on May 12th.

         11  Their status was originally listed as "whereabouts

         12  unknown." But now it's listed as "missing," or

         13  "captured." The body of a third soldier abducted

         14  with Specialist Jiminez was found on May 23rd in the

         15  Euphrates River. Four soldiers and an Iraqi

         16  translator were killed in the attack. Our prayers

         17  are with the families and we pray for the safe

         18  return of their loved ones.

         19                 I also want to acknowledge the

         20  passing of an important civic leader in the City of

         21  New York. On July 9th, Mrs. M.M. Graff, 97, passed

         22  away. A tireless New Yorker who literally led a

         23  one-woman, often lone voice crusade, to maintain and

         24  save our City's parks, died at her home in Brooklyn.

         25                 According to the New York Times Mrs.
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          2  Graff became a legend by nudging, nagging, and

          3  scolding, but seldom sweet talking in her crusade to

          4  improve the City parks she loved. In Prospect Park

          5  she was a leader in the successful effort to save

          6  endangered magnificent trees, landscapes and the

          7  boathouse.

          8                 In Central Park, she helped start the

          9  movement to revive the great landscapes as natural

         10  history landscapes. According to the Times, former

         11  Parks Commissioner Henry Stern said of Ms. Graff

         12  that she was a generation or two ahead of her time,

         13  but had little use for diplomacy.

         14                 In an 1988 interview, she added a

         15  characteristic flair to Mr. Stern's point when she

         16  said "There hasn't been a Park Commissioner since

         17  I've been here who knew which end of the tree to put

         18  into the ground."

         19                 Ms. Graff, a self-trained master

         20  gardener, wrote many books on trees, flowers and

         21  gardening. Her relentless work on behalf of New York

         22  City parks has left us a beautiful legacy for

         23  generations to come.

         24                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          3  Adoption of the Minutes.

          4                 Council Member Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I motion that

          6  the minutes from our last Stated Meeting of May

          7  30th, 2007, be adopted as printed.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         12  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 708. Annual report

         14  summarizing implementation of Local Law 20 of 2005.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, Ordered,

         16  Printed and Filed.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 709 on page one,

         18  through M 744 on page six, base station license

         19  applications, renewals, relocations and ownership

         20  and name changes.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 745. Submitting the

         23  name Juan Carlos Polanco, Bronx County Republican

         24  Commissioner of Elections.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and
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          2  Elections.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          4  and Communications.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          7  Call-Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 746 to M 752 on page

          9  seven.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Now I'd like to call

         11  for a roll call vote on all the coupled Land Use

         12  orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye. And I'd

         19  like to ask for unanimous consent to vote on all

         20  General Orders and resolutions.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: I vote yes on

         23  all General Orders and resolutions, except for Reso

         24  42, which I vote no.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye, and I

         23  would request that all the police officers that we

         24  had down here to remove one person be used to walk

         25  around this floor now to make sure that everybody on
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          2  this floor is a staff member or has a right to be

          3  here, or should be moved by the police also.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, may I vote on all General items on today's

         25  calendar?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, may I be excused to vote on all Land Use

         25  items, all coupled General Orders and resolutions?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: And may I be

          4  allowed to make a statement?

          5                 First off, I want to make a public

          6  statement.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          8  please.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: First of all,

         10  Viola Plummer is my cousin, and blood is thicker

         11  than water. The political shananigans that I saw

         12  today was not correct, I disagree with, and has to

         13  come to some conclusion in a positive way. I would

         14  like to commend her for leaving this body

         15  unescorted, nobody's arms on her, with her head

         16  high.

         17                 She has been a civil rights fighter

         18  ever since we were kids together, and there is no

         19  second guessing as far as her having any political

         20  aspirations or political gains. However, I cannot

         21  say that for the people that she surrounds herself

         22  with. But I would respectfully ask, and I would be

         23  willing to sit with the Speaker, because I do not

         24  have the facts, to see if we can come to a positive

         25  resolution in this unfortunate situation.
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          2                 Madam Public Advocate, I want to

          3  thank you for allowing me to make that statement.

          4                 I vote aye on all.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

          8  all the Land Use Call-Ups. And Madam Public

          9  Advocate, may I have unanimous consent to vote as

         10  well on the coupled General Orders and resolutions?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Then I vote no

         13  on preconsidered Intro. 606, and aye on all other

         14  items. And if I may, I just would like to thank the

         15  Speaker and Council Member Fidler for giving me a

         16  chance to vote for the cell phone bill. I rearranged

         17  my travel plans so I could vote for it, because it

         18  is such an important thing we're doing for the kids

         19  of the City. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          3  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 48 in the

          4  affirmative, zero in the negative.

          5                 Communication from the Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. First, I

          7  want to note that today marks the last Stated

          8  Meeting before Victor Robles, our good friend and

          9  former Council member, and former Health Committee

         10  Chair, retires as the City Clerk. And I think we all

         11  want to give him a round of applause and a thank

         12  you.

         13                 We will have a more formal and

         14  appropriate good-bye, because I know it wouldn't be

         15  appropriate to send Victor off to the good roasting,

         16  and, you know, Jimmy and I and other former Health

         17  Committee members can, you know, remember all of the

         18  various comments about the quotes on the ceiling,

         19  you always said you might have been a lame duck but

         20  never a dead duck. But Victor has served, in a very

         21  dedicated way, the residents of North Brooklyn and

         22  our City for over 30 years. He was born in Puerto

         23  Rico, he emigrated to New York, came to New York

         24  City after serving in the United States Army. He has

         25  worked as an assistant to Assemblymember Gilbert
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          2  Ramirez and later, as we've all heard him speak of

          3  so eloquently, he worked as an assistant to the late

          4  great Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm, who many heard

          5  her say numerous times she considered Victor one of

          6  her children, one of her sons.

          7                 After serving as a District Leader

          8  and a Commissioner of the City's Human Rights

          9  Commission, Victor was elected to the State Assembly

         10  where he served two terms before being elected to

         11  the New York City Council in November 1984. He later

         12  became Chair of the Youth Services Committee where

         13  he earned the respect and praise of community

         14  leaders for his forceful advocacy on behalf of the

         15  City's young people.

         16                 In 1994, Victor was elected Majority

         17  Whip of the Council, and soon after took over as the

         18  Chair of the City Council's Health Committee, where

         19  I can tell you for a fact, he worked tirelessly to

         20  ensure the proper medical facilities and treatment

         21  were available to all residents in every

         22  neighborhood of the City.

         23                 In October 2001, his fellow members

         24  of the Council elected him City Clerk and Clerk of

         25  the Council, where he served for almost six years
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          2  with distinction and honor. We wish Victor a great

          3  retirement, filled with good health and happy times,

          4  and we, all of us in the New York City Council, and

          5  in all five boroughs, are indebted to him for his

          6  great and terrific three decades of service to the

          7  City of New York.

          8                 Before we move on to the legislative

          9  items today, I just want to call on Council Member

         10  Helen Sears who wants to introduce some interns that

         11  she has with her here today.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you very

         13  much, Madam Speaker. Really I have four wonderful

         14  interns, and two of them, Kevin Ning and Jessica

         15  Riano, are from LaGuardia Community College. We have

         16  Owen White and Mariah Gonzalez.

         17                 And may I ask you to stand up so that

         18  everybody can recognize you and the wonderful work

         19  that you have been doing.

         20                 It's the first time they've been to

         21  City Hall ever. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         23                 Chairperson Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, thank

         25  you, Madam Speaker. I also have interns and I have a
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          2  lot more than I have had in past summers. I'm not

          3  quite at the Gale Brewer level, but we have a number

          4  of them for the first time in the Council Chamber.

          5  If you could stand up also. We have Donald Kim, Zeb

          6  Lavavy, Lee Yang, Ari Margolen, Yelid Pearl, Angela

          7  Lackman, Brandon Powell, Steven Hom, Michael

          8  Villicrest and Hosh Patel.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         11                 Today we're voting on a number of

         12  different matters. First we're voting on three

         13  pieces of legislation in the Housing and Buildings

         14  Committee.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         16  please. I can't hear the Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: I again want to thank

         18  Chairperson Dilan, for his ongoing work in the

         19  Housing and Buildings Committee. It's one of the

         20  busiest Committees we have. We have three pieces of

         21  legislation that follow on the work of that

         22  Committee as it relates to improving the Department

         23  of Buildings. It also follows on the work of a Task

         24  Force Chair by our Minority Leader of Staten Island,

         25  Jimmy Oddo, a Task Force looking into how we can
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          2  make the Department of Buildings better, and more

          3  effective, which is crucially important in our City

          4  of New York right now, given all of the development

          5  that's going on.

          6                 There are three bills. The first,

          7  Intro. 33-A, is a bill which creates a system for

          8  the first time ever within the Department of

          9  Buildings, a system by which general contractors who

         10  do work in one-, two- and three-family homes have to

         11  register with Department of Buildings, they have to

         12  have insurance and meet other criterion and standard

         13  to be able to register. This will really be an

         14  important tool to make sure that if someone feels

         15  work was done inappropriately or dangerously or

         16  illegally in their home, that the DOB can actually

         17  now go to work with those New Yorkers to find who

         18  those folks were and make sure there aren't people

         19  out there doing work that is substandard, and I want

         20  to call on the sponsor of the bill, Council Member

         21  Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         23  Chair.

         24                 Intro. 33, at its core, is a Consumer

         25  Protection bill, and it's born out of the
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          2  overdevelopment problems that have plagued Staten

          3  Island and other boroughs, and right now there

          4  really is only a rough estimate of how many entities

          5  are out there engaging in the building of one- and

          6  two-family and three-family homes. Right now the

          7  rough estimate is around 5,000 folks. For most of

          8  our constituents, the biggest investment they'll

          9  make in their lifetime will be the purchase of a

         10  home and for too many of them, weeks, months after

         11  they purchase the home, the foundations are cracked,

         12  the basements are leaking, and you have bad apples

         13  who resurrect themselves under different corporate

         14  titles, continuing to wreak havoc all across the

         15  City.

         16                 This bill creates a registry and

         17  creates protections, insurance protections, warranty

         18  protections, for the homeowner. It gives the

         19  Department of Building the ability to seize tools so

         20  that these bad apples can't continue to do this to

         21  our constituents. And perhaps just as importantly,

         22  it's another step, it's a continuation of the

         23  close-working relationship the Speaker, Chairman

         24  Dilan and I and several other of us have been able

         25  to garner with the DOB. Hopefully we have turned the
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          2  corner and we continue to work with them to make

          3  them the agency we all need and want.

          4                 And I thank Chairman Dilan and I

          5  thank Terzah Nasser, Jeff Haberman, Rob Newman, Ben

          6  Goodman, Wayne Miller. And from my staff, Chris

          7  DeSeiko and Steve Maddio, who did a great job. Thank

          8  you, Madam Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

         10  Council Member Oddo.

         11                 We're also voting on a bill today,

         12  34-A, introduced by Council Member Reyna, a bill

         13  that relates to illegal conversions from

         14  manufacturing to residential. Unfortunately, Council

         15  Member Reyna knows far too well how prevalent this

         16  problem is, and the really significant, and at times

         17  life threatening, impacts that these types of

         18  illegal conversion can have.

         19                 I want to thank her for introducing

         20  this bill, a bill that I think appropriately makes

         21  the act of illegal conversion itself a violation of

         22  the law, and also really through the enforcement

         23  mechanisms will give the Department of Buildings

         24  another tool in their efforts to crack down on

         25  inappropriate and illegal conversions of
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          2  manufacturing properties.

          3                 Council Member Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

          5  Madam Speaker. I just wanted to take this

          6  opportunity to thank several people before I comment

          7  on the bill. Starting with you, and the Chair of the

          8  Housing and Buildings Committee, Council Member Erik

          9  Martin Dilan. Olivia Goodman, Attorney, Law

         10  Department; Phyllis Arnold, the Department of

         11  Buildings General Counsel; Manrietta Hermedes

         12  (phonetic); Jeff Haberman, our Counsel; Demilia

         13  Nathan (phonetic) from Legislative Affairs, all who

         14  made, and those that I did not mention, for the work

         15  and effort in putting this legislation together.

         16                 Finally the day has come. A year ago,

         17  in 2006, I had introduced this bill and since then

         18  there has been much reform to the Department of

         19  Buildings, under the leadership of Council Member

         20  Dilan.

         21                 I just wanted to mention that since

         22  then we've lost one of our bravest, Daniel Pujak,

         23  and this could not have come at better timing, the

         24  conversion of manufacturing space to residential

         25  illegally is a safety issue for the City of New
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          2  York. Not to mention that it is costing us millions

          3  of dollars. Why? We can't replace this space. This

          4  is space that no longer exists once it's been

          5  illegally converted, very difficult to enforce. What

          6  do you do with families that are occupying these

          7  buildings? We are faced with hundreds and hundreds

          8  of block and lots that now are not in compliance

          9  with the law, and I blame property owners for

         10  turning the other way and not doing right by the

         11  law. We have a system in the City of New York for

         12  the proper conversion of this space, and we have to

         13  abide by it.

         14                 This particular law, Intro. 34-A,

         15  would amend the Administrative Code to create a new

         16  infraction and increase penalties for illegal

         17  residential conversion of buildings approved for

         18  manufacturing use. It is a response to a

         19  proliferation of such conversions in a way that

         20  threaten the stability of the manufacturing sector

         21  of the City's economy.

         22                 With the help of the Department being

         23  in support of it and the Administration and our

         24  Council, these are going to be daily penalties

         25  increased, authorized by the bill, that will add a
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          2  tool to our enforcement arsenal that would help us

          3  combat the residential conversion of manufacturing

          4  buildings illegally. By helping to make such

          5  conversions unprofitable, the proposed amendment

          6  seems properly aimed at the critical incentive for

          7  the occupancy pattern it covers. We have to continue

          8  to attract industry, but while we do so, we also

          9  have to protect the zones that allow them to do

         10  business.

         11                 And, so, I am proud to say that

         12  today, with the urging of a favorable vote on Intro.

         13  34-A, we will do just that.

         14                 Thanks again.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

         16  Council Member Reyna.

         17                 The third piece of legislation is

         18  Intro. 55-A, introduced by Council Member Garodnick.

         19  This is a piece of legislation which deals with the

         20  inspections of facades of buildings of six stories

         21  or more. This bill is a great example of a piece of

         22  smart, common-sense legislation that will actually

         23  help the Department of Buildings do its job better,

         24  and help property owners be in compliance and

         25  therefore help protect the safety of our
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          2  neighborhoods and the integrity of important

          3  buildings in our neighborhood.

          4                 So, I want to call on Council Member

          5  Garodnick, the author of this bill.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you,

          7  Madam Speaker. I will be brief, because it's a very

          8  simple bill.

          9                 Today Local Law 11 requires that all

         10  buildings that are over six stories in height be

         11  inspected and have their facades inspected and

         12  repaired every five years.

         13                 For buildings that were built after

         14  1982, that five-year inspection schedule goes on the

         15  basis of the date that the building was constructed,

         16  which makes a lot of sense.

         17                 So, if your building was built in

         18  1985, you're inspected in 1990, 1995, 2000, et

         19  cetera. However, for buildings that were constructed

         20  before 1982, they are all on the precisely same

         21  inspection schedule. So, this year, for example, the

         22  Year 2007, you might have noticed that there was an

         23  extraordinary number of scaffoldings up around the

         24  City of New York. That's because all of the

         25  buildings that were built before 1982 needed to have
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          2  their inspections this year.

          3                 What that does, of course, is that it

          4  creates an artificially high level of competition

          5  for the limited supplies, resources, the

          6  infrastructure, the scaffolding, the contractors,

          7  and it makes it very, very difficult for buildings

          8  to get the tools and the inspections they need. Of

          9  course, it also makes it very difficult for the

         10  Department of Buildings to do its job.

         11                 What this legislation does is it

         12  requires that the Department of Buildings set up a

         13  staggered inspection schedule for all buildings in

         14  the City of New York. And we expect that it will do

         15  precisely the opposite of what the situation is

         16  today, which is that it will decrease artificial,

         17  the artificial demand, and it will make it fairer

         18  for building owners, it will make it fairer for the

         19  Department of Buildings to do its job.

         20                 So, again, I thank Chairman Dilan of

         21  the Housing and Buildings Committee. He had a very

         22  full plate this spring. I'm glad that he was able to

         23  put this in, and, of course, the Speaker of the City

         24  Council, Christine Quinn, and I encourage my

         25  colleagues to support this legislation.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. I want to

          4  now call on Chairperson Dilan, and I want to, again,

          5  thank him, but I really want to also thank all of

          6  the staff to the Housing and Buildings Committee,

          7  who have worked, not just very hard on these three

          8  pieces of legislation, but very hard on a lot of

          9  pieces of legislation.

         10                 So, if I could impose on the Chair

         11  just to list all the staff for us, and also the

         12  staff of your office who have worked so hard.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, you've put

         14  me on the spot now.

         15                 Well, first, before I do that, I also

         16  want to thank the members of the Housing and

         17  Buildings Committee. I don't do this alone. I have a

         18  very good Committee and they're also very helpful.

         19  But I guess from Rob Newman, to Jeff Haberman, to

         20  Terzah Nasser, to Camilla Shadeen, Ben Goodman,

         21  Wayne Miller, Rafael Hernandez, David Pechefsky. You

         22  guys are going to mess me up. You've got to leave me

         23  alone. I've got this under control.

         24                 And David Pechefsky and Anthony

         25  Brito. You know, it's just been a pleasure working
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          2  with the entire Committee. But I just want to say to

          3  my colleagues, you know, all the bills were

          4  common-sense bills that made sense, and I think what

          5  hasn't been said about Council Member Reyna's bill,

          6  is that this should put some ease to the real estate

          7  speculation surrounding properties of this type.

          8  Right now property owners of this sort know that

          9  they can illegally convert them and rent them as

         10  lofts and sell them at an artificially high price,

         11  and what this does is that this drives out

         12  manufacturing facilities that actually have people

         13  working in them and actually manufacturing

         14  facilities that have decided to remain in the City

         15  of New York, this creates some sense of stability

         16  for them, because they won't be chased out by real

         17  estate speculators looking to get the maximum profit

         18  line. It would create a sense of stability for these

         19  types of businesses. And that's another benefit of

         20  Council Member Reyna's bill.

         21                 Council Member Garodnick's bill, and

         22  I'd also like to congratulate Council Member

         23  Garodnick, because from what I understand, this is

         24  the first bill he will pass through this body, and I

         25  want to say kudos to you. Council Member Garodnick's
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          2  bill, I'm pretty certain, will be signed by the

          3  Department of Buildings because it puts to end an

          4  administrative nightmare regarding the inspection of

          5  facades that was created when this body first passed

          6  the Council, and Garodnick's bill, along with

          7  Reyna's bill, also strengthen the Building Code that

          8  we just passed recently.

          9                 And then lastly, on kind of my wing

         10  man, I guess you could call him my wing man in the

         11  Committee, for all his ideas on the Building

         12  Department, and I appreciate that we have a

         13  collaborative effort and we are able to strategize

         14  in improving the Department of Buildings, and I know

         15  this won't be the last collaboration that we have,

         16  Jimmy Oddo I think has put this City in a safer

         17  place, because as he said so many times, and I'm

         18  going to quote him, for the first time the

         19  Department of Buildings in the City of New York will

         20  know everybody that's developing one-, two- and

         21  three-family homes in the City of New York. Right

         22  now there is no registry. And I think that while I'm

         23  surprised that it took so long for somebody to think

         24  of this idea, but I'm glad that somebody finally did

         25  and Jimmy Oddo is that person.
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          2                 The bill has teeth to it. It has

          3  forfeiture provisions for individuals that will

          4  lose, for the contractors that don't register,

          5  they'll lose the property of their business, so I'm

          6  pretty certain that all of them will comply because

          7  they don't want to get their vehicles and other

          8  tools and equipment seized, and that's the big

          9  enforcement component of that bill. I think all

         10  three bills are great, and I want to congratulate my

         11  colleagues for, one, getting them through the

         12  Committee and getting them to the floor of this

         13  Council, and I urge all my colleagues to vote yes.

         14                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, again,

         16  Chairperson Dilan. I'm sorry to put you on the spot.

         17                 We're also voting today on an

         18  important piece of graffiti legislation. People

         19  might remember that in 2005 we voted on a piece of

         20  anti-graffiti legislation, a bill that was intended

         21  and designed to help law enforcement, the City of

         22  New York, and neighborhoods fight back against

         23  graffiti, which has become such a significant

         24  problem in neighborhoods throughout our five

         25  boroughs.
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          2                 After we passed that bill with the

          3  leadership of Chairperson Vallone, the courts raised

          4  some concerns about that bill. We have re-drafted

          5  that legislation, we feel confident we have met all

          6  of the concerns of the Court, but have still been

          7  able to draft a legislation that is a strong and

          8  tough piece of legislation that will give law

          9  enforcement, City government and most importantly,

         10  neighborhood residents and neighborhood associations

         11  another tool to fight back against the scourge of

         12  graffiti which exists in many neighborhoods in our

         13  City.

         14                 I want to thank Chairperson Vallone

         15  for his ongoing and dogged advocacy and fight

         16  against graffiti in the City of New York.

         17                 Chairperson Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Councilman

         19  Liu is calling me a dog. I'm not sure why.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: No, no. I said

         21  "you dog you." That's not a dog.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: The Speaker

         23  said it better than I can, so at this late hour let

         24  me just thank everyone, because we're passing many

         25  bills today that makes a huge difference in the
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          2  quality of life of New Yorkers.

          3                 This anti-graffiti bill will help the

          4  City stay clean. The cell phone bill, which will

          5  protect our kids, the other bills that we've

          6  discussed, I want to thank everybody for their work.

          7  I commend the Speaker for her actions on these

          8  bills, and all of her actions today. So, thank you

          9  all.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         11                 Council Member Vallone gave us a

         12  little preview to the next piece of legislation

         13  we're voting on today, Intro. 351-A.

         14                 This is a piece of legislation that

         15  looks at the issue of the ban on cell phones in New

         16  York public schools. And I think all of us agree

         17  that cell phones should not be used in the

         18  classroom, that they're not appropriate to be used

         19  while kids are actually in school.

         20                 But I think all of us agree that

         21  sadly in the day and age we live in, students need

         22  to have the ability to have a cell phone with them

         23  going to and from school.

         24                 They need to be able to call their

         25  parents and tell them when they've arrived safely at
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          2  school, when they've arrived safely at home. This

          3  piece of legislation, with those two concepts in

          4  mind, very clearly puts an onus on the Department of

          5  Education to find a way to allow students to have a

          6  phone coming to and from school. This bill

          7  recognizes that those are two different points. You

          8  didn't have a phone in the classroom, but you should

          9  have it going to and from school, and this bill, as

         10  I said, puts an onus on the Department of Education

         11  to come up with a mechanism or a plan, it may be

         12  different school from school, that allows students

         13  to have the very important resource of a cell phone

         14  coming to and from their school building.

         15                 I want to thank Council Members

         16  Filder and Jackson, who were the prime authors of

         17  this bill. This bill is presently sponsored by I

         18  think 39 or 40 members of the City Council, and I

         19  also, in addition to Council Members Fidler and

         20  Jackson, want to thank Chairperson Vallone. This is

         21  really a public safety matter, and it went through

         22  the Public Safety Committee. There was obviously

         23  many other issues there, but he made sure this bill

         24  got the attention it needed, and I want to call

         25  first on Council Member Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

          3  Speaker Quinn. First I want to say to you that your

          4  strength of character and your fortitude and your

          5  dignity inspires many of us in this room. I just

          6  wanted you to know that.

          7                 (Applause.)

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I have a

          9  confession to make. My wife Robin and I send my son

         10  Harry to Edward R. Murrow High School every school

         11  day with a cell phone. He turns it off when he gets

         12  there. He turns it on when he leaves. He walks eight

         13  blocks to a bus. He takes a New York City bus after

         14  that to get to school, and we wouldn't dream of

         15  sending him to school without a cell phone. If he's

         16  going to be late, we want to know why. We certainly

         17  don't expect that he's going to be able to stop at a

         18  pay phone. I mean, do they still even exist? If they

         19  do, do they work?

         20                 This is clearly an issue that in the

         21  Year 2007 in a major City, tens of thousands of

         22  parents have called us about. And in passing this

         23  legislation, and in affirming this right, and in

         24  affirming this reality, we certainly hope that the

         25  Mayor and the Chancellor hear the reason and the
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          2  logic behind it, that to enforce any other policy,

          3  they have to do exactly the same thing. If a cell

          4  phone is off and out of site on the school grounds,

          5  its mere possession shouldn't be a violation of the

          6  rules, because it is in fact a matter of safety of

          7  children, and if there is no other priority that

          8  this Council has established over and over and over

          9  again, it's the safety of children. That's what this

         10  bill is about. We certainly hope it won't be vetoed.

         11  If it will be, we certainly hope that we will

         12  override it, and we certainly hope that the

         13  Department of Education will accept the spirit in

         14  which the bill is being offered today in an attempt

         15  to find the solution that makes sense, and that

         16  provides for the safety of children.

         17                 In addition to thanking the Speaker,

         18  I want to thank Chairperson Vallone and Chairman

         19  Jackson, of Public Safety and Education, for their

         20  ardent support on this bill, and I want to thank all

         21  the staff members who worked on it, but particularly

         22  the irrepressable Laura Popa, and Jim Caras, and I

         23  urge a yes vote on all.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: And as I call on

         25  Council Member Jackson, I also want to again thank
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          2  Chairperson Vallone, and underscore the staff thank

          3  yous from Council Member Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Speaker. Let me just say to Lew Fidler, and to

          6  Peter Vallone, Jr., let me thank you for your

          7  leadership on this. You have the appreciations of

          8  tens of thousands of parents in New York City for

          9  standing up for the 1.1 million school children. In

         10  fact, we have a parent who is a lead plaintiff in a

         11  lawsuit that's being represented by Norman Siegel,

         12  Attorney At Law, Camilla Price, she's up in the

         13  audience, with her two daughters who are also

         14  plaintiffs in a lawsuit, and, so, if you look at

         15  this lawsuit, if you look at this legislation, there

         16  are many players working together to ensure that our

         17  children are safe in our schools, and safe in their

         18  travels throughout New York City.

         19                 The message is this: Safety and

         20  security is number one. Mayor Bloomberg, please work

         21  with us to ensure that this legislation that we're

         22  going to pass today works out to the benefit of all

         23  of the children of New York City. Let's compromise

         24  and have a win/win situation for all.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          3                 We also today are voting on a number

          4  of Land Use items. Three neighborhood downzonings, a

          5  historic district and other Land Use items, and I

          6  want to thank Chairpersons Katz, Chairpersons

          7  Lappin, and Garodnick and Avella for their work on

          8  all of these items, and I know particularly in the

          9  neighborhoods in which all these downzonings are,

         10  are particularly grateful.

         11                 Lastly, I just want to make an

         12  announcement that is a standard announcement for the

         13  City Council. I don't know where he is. Where is

         14  Ululy? Ululy, our Deputy Chief of Staff, Ululy

         15  Martinez is leaving. He is leaving the City Council

         16  to go work for CableVision. Now, the Mayor and

         17  CableVision had the stadium, so now CableVision and

         18  I have the Ululy matter. Holding a grudge, but we

         19  really want to thank Ululy for all of his great work

         20  over the past 18 months. He's somebody who, although

         21  he always holds the Bronx in a special place in his

         22  heart, he's somebody who has worked hard for all

         23  five boroughs, Queens, Brooklyn, Bronx, Staten

         24  Island, Manhattan, every borough has gotten the

         25  attention of Ululy. And he's also somebody who is
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          2  incredibly hard-working, but most importantly, the

          3  thing that I think is the thing that makes Ululy a

          4  great staff member, is he's a guy who brings 150

          5  percent of his heart to City Hall, to his desk every

          6  day, and he looks at every matter with this

          7  enormous, enormous heart and this enormous love for

          8  his City and just perhaps the deepest sense of

          9  compassion and love that I've seen in staff people.

         10  So, I want to thank him, and say that we will hold

         11  it against CableVision for a very, very, very long

         12  time. But thank you so much, Ululy, and we wish you

         13  the best of luck.

         14                 MR. MARTINEZ: Happy birthday, Speaker

         15  Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. It's also

         17  Council Member Recchia's birthday today, as well.

         18  And your birthday today, too? Oh, and Tina Vallone's

         19  birthday. We're all 29. And that concludes

         20  Communication from the Speaker.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you. I

         24  would like permission to vote aye on the remaining

         25  matters before the calendar. I have a dentist
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          2  appointment, unfortunately.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 Discussion of General Orders.

          5                 Council Member Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 My colleagues, this afternoon in

          9  front of us is preconsidered Resolution 962, which

         10  is a resolution that would expand the veterans'

         11  property tax exemption to include an exemption on

         12  the school portion of the tax or better.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         14  please.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Okay. Sorry.

         16  I'll do it under resos. That's a reso. Okay.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         18                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I just wanted to thank the Speaker

         22  and Chair Vallone, Jr., and Chair Jackson, but

         23  especially Council Member Fidler, for the

         24  legislation related to cell phones today. I think it

         25  is so important that we say, as everyone is saying,
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          2  this is a respectful act. This is an act of trying

          3  to work with all our colleagues in government, the

          4  Mayor, the Chancellor, et cetera, to find a positive

          5  solution. But we also really have to look at the

          6  fact that in the worker government sometimes the

          7  biggest question is the consent of the governed.

          8  Sometimes the biggest question is what do the people

          9  actually want and need in their daily lives?

         10                 And I really commend Council Member

         11  Fidler for recognizing that parents have so

         12  consistently called out for action, because they are

         13  trying to protect their children and they're looking

         14  for some way that will work. Everyone wants orderly

         15  schools at the same, and we all respect our

         16  educators and want to strike that balance, but this

         17  is one of the issues I think in the five and a half

         18  years we've all been together that it's really

         19  struck me as a particular case that sometimes the

         20  leaders need to step back and just listen to the

         21  voices of the people, and parents protecting their

         22  children is a particularly poignant voice. So, I

         23  think it's very important the Council is acting on

         24  this issue today. I urge all my colleagues to

         25  support this legislation.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I rise concerning the proposed

          7  rezoning map for the 159 blocks that comprise Dyker

          8  Heights and Fort Hamilton in the beautiful Borough

          9  of Brooklyn.

         10                 I want to recognize all the Dyker

         11  Heights, yes, and the Fort Hamilton and Bay Ridge

         12  residents that are present with us today.

         13                 I want to thank Commissioner Burden,

         14  and the Brooklyn Office of City Planning, the

         15  Brooklyn Director Pernema Kapur (phonetic), and her

         16  staff led in this project by Richard Jacobs.

         17                 Thanks, too, to Speaker Quinn for her

         18  commitment to this process and to Land Use Chair,

         19  Melinda Katz, and the Subcommittee Chair, Tony

         20  Avella, for his guidance.

         21                 It's important to note also, the

         22  active involvement of Brooklyn's Community Board 10

         23  and its Zoning Committee in creating this map. They

         24  were led by their Chairs, Joanne Seminara and Steve

         25  Harrison. I note Joe Bachman, the President of the
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          2  Fort Hamilton Civic Association, and Fran

          3  Velamorone, President of Dyker Heights Civic, for

          4  their tenacious activism and assistance.

          5                 Kudos, too, to colleagues Sara

          6  Gonzalez, Domenic Recchia, Jr., for their support in

          7  this effort. Thanks to my staff and my two interns,

          8  Jared Smith and Robert Joyce, for their help in

          9  today's reception.

         10                 This zoning is exciting, because upon

         11  approval, we will have successfully rezoned every

         12  single block in Brooklyn's Community Board 10. With

         13  these 159 blocks added to the 249 that we covered in

         14  the Bay Ridge rezoning for 2005, we have addressed

         15  zoning and land use issues throughout this community

         16  board. With the new map, we will see almost a

         17  seven-fold increase in the number of blocks in Dyker

         18  Heights that are zoned exclusively for detached and

         19  semi-detached housing. Whether new or old, one- and

         20  two-family homes that define Dyker Heights will be

         21  here to stay.

         22                 The unfettered large scale

         23  developments add density, reduce open space and

         24  green space and stress over-burdened infrastructure.

         25  Call them what you will, box-like Fedder's houses or
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          2  McMansions do nothing or add nothing to our outer

          3  borough bedroom communities. So, now it's time to

          4  make this proposed map a reality and it will become

          5  law immediately upon our passage today.

          6                 So, I ask for your support and the

          7  support for all of those in my community. Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Lappin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I just wanted to note today that

         13  we're voting on the establishment of the Crown

         14  Heights North Historic District, which is a very

         15  exciting historic district. This is an area rich

         16  with history, and it has been incredibly well

         17  preserved.  The buildings in this district, the

         18  heart of which is Dean Street, still have original

         19  stained glass windows, not just one or two, scores

         20  of them, original stoops and detail that we rarely

         21  see in historic districts, with buildings that are

         22  100, 150 years old.

         23                 I wanted to commend Council Member

         24  Vann, and Council Member James for their work, and

         25  the community who really shepherded this through the
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          2  process in an amazing way.  To do a historic

          3  district of over 400 homes, with no controversy, is

          4  an amazing accomplishment that the community should

          5  be very proud of.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you. In

          9  the Borough of Brooklyn, size does matter, and today

         10  is a great day. As most of you know, I have been

         11  talking about the over-development in the great

         12  Borough of Brooklyn. As most of you know, I've been

         13  talking against the proposed disastrous Atlantic

         14  Yards in my district. But today is a great day. We

         15  are downzoning Fort Greene and Clinton Hill, one of

         16  the hottest real estate markets in the City of New

         17  York, and in Crown Heights we are designating it as

         18  a landmarked district.

         19                 Fort Greene has been in the sites,

         20  and Clinton Hill has been in the sites of developers

         21  who do not care about the character of our historic

         22  neighborhoods. Developers who are not shy about

         23  constructing towers that are out of scale with the

         24  surrounding structures. We are not against

         25  development in the Borough of Brooklyn, we are
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          2  against out-of-scale buildings on historic row house

          3  blocks. This past month we had a protest to protest

          4  the construction of a 16-story building. This is one

          5  of at least several structures underway in Fort

          6  Greene and Clinton Hill to build luxury houses for

          7  people who are coming over the bridge in droves, as

          8  developers seek to beat the clock and build

          9  out-of-scale towers before this rezoning receives

         10  final approval.

         11                 This community-inspired rezoning

         12  started with a few residents of Fort Greene and

         13  Clinton Hill, in response to a 12-story tower that

         14  rose at Carlton and Greene Avenue. During the summer

         15  of 2004, a team of volunteers surveyed 99 blocks in

         16  the study area for the Department of City Planning.

         17  The results were then turned over to the Department

         18  of City Planning in that August. I want to thank

         19  Director Pernema Kapur, Winston Von Engle, Sharon

         20  Goldwin of the Brooklyn Office, and all of those at

         21  City Planning who worked so hard on this rezoning. I

         22  also want to thank Paul Pulatso, Phil Kellogg of the

         23  Fort Greene Association, Sharon Barnes of the

         24  Clinton Hill Society, Shirley McCrae, and all of the

         25  members of Community Board 2, Howard Pitch, the
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          2  former President at Fort Greene Association, Alfred

          3  Sheoder and Kate Sussman of my office.

          4                 And also, in the absence of Council

          5  Member Al Vann, I want to thank the residents of

          6  Crown Heights North, who again seek to preserve

          7  architectural gems, and unique buildings and

          8  wonderful houses of worship in Crown Heights North

          9  --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  member, time. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- As we

         13  designate that a landmark. Thank you, and I urge all

         14  of my colleagues to support it.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Vacca.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I rise to speak

         18  concerning the Buildings Department legislation

         19  before us today. You know, when I came to this

         20  Council, now a year and six, seven months ago, I

         21  came because my residents sent me here because of

         22  the Buildings Department of the City of New York,

         23  and if there's nothing that I think my colleagues

         24  and I have accomplished, is that we've put the focus

         25  on the Buildings Department. We at this Council have
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          2  led the effort of reform. We are seeing results in

          3  local communities. The Buildings Department for

          4  years was nothing but a second-rate agency in this

          5  City that was not considered a priority and now

          6  we've put the attention and the focus where it has

          7  belonged for a long time.

          8                 I want to thank, number one, this

          9  Council, the Speaker, Chairman Dilan, Chairman Oddo,

         10  for all their work. This legislation is just typical

         11  of the attitude we have had since this Council took

         12  office. I do want to mention that the Administration

         13  also has allocated additional resources concerning

         14  professional certification, and audits and

         15  inspectors. We've now got to get the people on

         16  board.

         17                 We are finally reaching the point

         18  where the Buildings Department of the City of New

         19  York will no longer be complaint-driven, but will be

         20  actually proactive when it comes to going out into

         21  neighborhoods to making sure that construction is

         22  safe and being done according to the zoning

         23  resolution of the City of New York.

         24                 So, we have more to do, but I think

         25  this Council is on the right path. I thank everyone
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          2  who has worked so diligently. I stand ready to do

          3  more.

          4                 I also want to mention that I have

          5  interns here today who I want to recognize who are

          6  helping me in my office, and I thank them. Danielle

          7  Ferarra, Jonathan Messerano, Kevin Donovan, Frank

          8  DeMayo. Thank you for coming, and I thank you for

          9  your attention, Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, my colleagues, I just want to reiterate my

         14  support for the legislation before us allowing

         15  students to carry and utilize cell phones to and

         16  from their schools.

         17                 As the Council member who has

         18  represented the schools whose students were

         19  evacuated on 9/11 and who was present for that

         20  evacuation, I cannot, I cannot understate how

         21  important -- I cannot overstate, excuse me -- how

         22  important it is to countless parents that their

         23  children be enabled to utilize and have access to

         24  this communication device as a matter of safety. It

         25  is a matter of common sense and a matter of safety.
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          2  And I would also like to add I have spoken with many

          3  teachers, retired and current, and not one has said

          4  that they cannot deal with abuse of cell phones as

          5  they deal with other disciplinary issues in the

          6  course of the school day without having to deprive

          7  students and their families of the safety device

          8  going to and leaving their schools.

          9                 Also, as one who represents a

         10  district where we have had an inordinate number of

         11  scaffolding, for the reasons articulated by Council

         12  Member Garodnick, I want to endorse the common sense

         13  and smart bill that will have a spaced out

         14  scheduling for the facade work, and thank the

         15  leadership of Council Member Garodnick and Chair

         16  Dilan for this bill.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair. I would like to request unanimous

         22  consent to vote on all the items on today's agenda,

         23  including the two resolutions, and I vote in the

         24  affirmative.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I would also

          6  like unanimous consent by my colleagues to vote on

          7  the General Order calendar and the resolutions, and

          8  I vote aye.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 Council Member Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. I would

         12  like to congratulate Lew Fidler on this phone bill,

         13  because he worked extremely hard, he is dedicated to

         14  passing it. But also I'd like to congratulate Vinnie

         15  Gentile. It's been a pleasure working with him on

         16  the Dyker Heights rezoning, and to all the community

         17  groups involved in this down zoning that was long

         18  needed and long awaited. And I'm encouraging

         19  everyone to vote aye.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         23  very much, Madam President.

         24                 I will be brief. I certainly want to

         25  thank this Council today for welcoming those
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          2  entrepreneurs here today. Because it means so much,

          3  in the struggle in which they have had to do

          4  business in this City, and for women and minority

          5  business, that they are successful entrepreneurs.

          6  And, so, they wanted to express their thanks to the

          7  Council, and they also wanted to express their

          8  thanks to the Speaker, for allowing them to come

          9  here today and I had promised Londel that he could

         10  have a picture with the Speaker, because, Madam

         11  Speaker, they think that you're doing a fantastic

         12  job, and they all wanted to be here, and in Sylvia's

         13  45 years, that she wanted to make sure that they

         14  were here to thank you and for all the good work

         15  that you have done, and continue to do the good work

         16  that you do.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         19  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         22  Standing Committees.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Contracts.

         25                 Intro. 570-A. Payments to City
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          2  contractors by electronic funds transfer.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and Laid Over.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          5  Committee on Finance.

          6                 Preconsidered Intro. 605. Rebate of

          7  real property taxes.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Intro.

         11  606. Industrial and commercial incentives program.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution 42.

         15  Property taxes for qualified veterans.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution 905-A.

         18  Bayside Village Business Improvement District.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and Coupled on

         20  General Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         22  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         23                 Intro. 33-A. Regulation of general

         24  contractors.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and Coupled on
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          2  General Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 34-A. Illegal

          4  conversions of manufacturing or industrial space.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          6  General Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 550-A.

          8  Inspection cycles for exterior walls.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         10  General Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         12  Committee on Land Use.

         13                 LU 401 and Reso 964. Zoning map

         14  amendment.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 424 and Reso 965

         18  through LU 442 and Reso 967, UDAAP.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 444 and Reso 968.

         22  UDAAP, Staten Island.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed,

         24  pursuant to Letter of Withdrawal.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 470 and Reso 969.

                                                            85

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Acquisition, rehabilitation and a related tax

          3  exemption.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Motion to Disapprove.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 475 and Reso 970.

          6  Landmarks Preservation Commission. Amendment.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 481 and Reso 971.

         10  Unenclosed sidewalk cafe.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 482 and Reso 972.

         14  And LU 483 and 973.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 484

         18  and Reso 974, and LU 485 and Reso 975.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 486

         22  and Reso 976, surrender of a parcel of land.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed,

         24  pursuant to Letter of Withdrawal.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 487
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          2  and Reso 977. Landmarks Preservation Commission

          3  designation.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 488

          7  and Reso 978, and LU 489 and Reso 979. Zoning map

          8  amendment.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 490

         12  and 491. Zoning map amendment.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

         14  Modifications and Referred to the City Planning

         15  Commission, pursuant to Rule 11.70(b) of the Rules

         16  of the Council and Section 197-(d) of the New York

         17  City Charter.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 492

         19  and Reso 980 through Preconsidered LU 497 and Reso

         20  985, on page 12, various UDAAPs.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Public Safety.

         25                 Intro. 351-A. Allowing school
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          2  children to carry cellular phones.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          4  General Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 576-A.

          6  Possession and sale of graffiti instruments.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          8  General Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         10  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         11                 M 661 and Reso 986. Approving the

         12  reappointment of Lynne Richardson, M.D., New York

         13  City Board of Health.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: This is coupled on

         15  General Orders. And I just want to apologize for not

         16  having thanked Chairperson Reyna for all of the

         17  Rules appointments she did today, as well as the

         18  Housing and Buildings bill she had. So, thank you,

         19  Chairperson Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 662 and Reso 987.

         21  Approving the appointment of Jeffrey Kay, New York

         22  City Taxi and Limousine Commission.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 663 and Reso 988,
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          2  approving the reappointment of Susan Hinkson, New

          3  York City Board of Standards and Appeals.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 664 and Reso 989.

          7  Approving the reappointment of Dara Ottley-Brown,

          8  New York City Board of Standards and Appeals.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 753

         12  and Reso 990. Approving the redesignation of John

         13  Maese, M.D., New York City Health and Hospitals

         14  Corporation.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered 754 and

         18  Reso 991. Approving the designation of Anna Kril,

         19  New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         23  Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 402 and Reso 992

         25  through LU 491 and Reso 994.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          5  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders. And at this point I ask for a roll call vote

          8  on all items that are coupled on the General Order

          9  Calendar, please.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye. I

         18  want to talk particularly about 576-A. That is the

         19  bill that Council Member Vallone focused on

         20  regarding graffiti, and as somebody who has worked

         21  on this issue from the sticker perspective, for the

         22  locksmith, and gotten rid of them, and had bills

         23  passed on etching acid and tried to get rid of that,

         24  I appreciate the work, because obviously there are

         25  some issues regarding the ability for young people
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          2  to be artistic, but I think that there is enough

          3  safeguards, granting them that opportunity and we'll

          4  see how it works.

          5                 Second, I also congratulate the

          6  authors of the cell phone legislation. In my office

          7  we actually house cell phones for nearby schools, so

          8  I will miss seeing the students in the morning when

          9  they drop off their cell phones, but I certainly

         10  know that the right thing to do is what the bill

         11  mandates.

         12                 So, I vote aye, and thank Leah

         13  Mandell, one of our interns, Trevor Day School, who

         14  is here today. Thank you very much.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I be

         17  excused from voting and explain my reason?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         20                 Unfortunately, I must dissent with

         21  the vast majority of my colleagues on 351-A, the

         22  cell phone bill.

         23                 First of all, the Board of Education,

         24  or the Department of Education, I should say, can do

         25  nothing to stop a student from having a cell phone
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          2  outside the school premises. So, to the extent that

          3  the bill does that, it doesn't do anything that

          4  currently is permitted through the Department of

          5  Education.

          6                 The intent of the sponsors, I think,

          7  being frank, is to try and force the Department of

          8  Education to allow cell phones in the school.

          9                 The biggest problem that we have in

         10  our classrooms, and this doesn't matter where, is

         11  maintaining discipline or an order and allowing the

         12  teacher not to be a police person, but rather to be

         13  a teacher.

         14                 If they believe, if the Department of

         15  Education and its officials, its teachers, its

         16  principals, its administrators, believe that having

         17  cell phones in the classroom can be a distraction,

         18  can cause problems, they should be able to say no

         19  cell phones in the classroom. That's not something

         20  that should be put up necessarily to a vote.

         21                 I understand it's nice to have cell

         22  phones, it's convenient. Once in awhile it may

         23  provide some important service. At the same time,

         24  all of us grew up in a time when we didn't have cell

         25  phones. I don't think the times are that different
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          2  today that require that every child should have a

          3  cell phone. Remember what cell phones can do, they

          4  can take pictures, they can do text messaging, they

          5  can watch movies, and if kids have them in their

          6  pockets, yes, they should be turned off, and if

          7  they're turned off in kids' pockets, they won't

          8  cause a problem.

          9                 Does every kid obey every rule? Is

         10  there anyone in this room who when they were a

         11  student obeyed every rule they had to obey as

         12  students? Maybe so. I must admit, I confess, I

         13  didn't. And kids don't. And if the educators believe

         14  that cell phones in the kids' pockets cause problems

         15  and divert them from the educational mission, we

         16  have to respect that.

         17                 Therefore, Madam Speaker, I vote aye

         18  on all, except for 351-A. And I vote no on 351-A.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you for

         22  the courtesy. I vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I vote aye on

         25  all. I'd just like permission to congratulate a
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          2  couple of people.

          3                 I'd like to congratulate the Land Use

          4  Committee on all of the items that came before them

          5  today, especially two items in my district, that are

          6  going to give commuters their exit at the Sutphin

          7  Boulevard, Archer Avenue, Long Avenue Railroad

          8  Station and up and down Sutphin Boulevard. If you

          9  are commuting on a rainy day, you can't help but get

         10  wet because you're less than five feet away from the

         11  curb at any time.

         12                 This Atlantic Avenue extension and

         13  Jamaica Station expansion will create a buffer area

         14  and much-improved pedestrian access, much improved

         15  subway access, and eliminate one of the, as has been

         16  stated by DOT, one of the top ten worst

         17  intersections as far as traffic and pedestrian

         18  accidents in the City.

         19                 I want to thank the Land Use staff. I

         20  want to thank Community Board 12. They voted for it

         21  unanimously. I want to thank EDC for having so many

         22  community meetings that this process went through,

         23  with a lot of conversation and a lot of discussion

         24  to get to that point.

         25                 I want to thank Council Member
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          2  Vallone on the Graffiti Bill, Council Member Fidler

          3  on the Cell Phone Bill, Council Members Weprin and

          4  Avella on the tax exemption, Council Member Reyna,

          5  and I want to thank her for allowing Anna Kril to be

          6  appointed to HHC. She'll be a great and strong

          7  addition to the HHC Board. And I want to thank

          8  Council Member Oddo and Dilan for the work that

          9  they've done in the Housing and Buildings Committee.

         10                 As sitting as Chair of Consumer

         11  Affairs, understanding that a person, all they have

         12  to do is take a test to be a general contractor and

         13  go into the Department of Consumer Affairs and take

         14  a written test, clearly we need to have higher

         15  standards. And I want to congratulate Council Member

         16  Oddo for all of his work as Task Force Chair, I know

         17  there will be other great things to come from him.

         18                 And I want to thank Speaker Quinn.

         19  Today is her birthday but I just want to say that

         20  she has been a stand-up person and has held her

         21  dignity and esteem of this Council high, and I can't

         22  thank her enough for her leadership and her ability

         23  to focus on how we need to make sure that the

         24  integrity and dignity of this Council is maintained,

         25  and that anyone that comes into this Council has to
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          2  treat it with the dignity of any legislative body

          3  anywhere else in the world.

          4                 I vote aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

         17  excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes, you can

         20  groan, but if Olly hadn't done it, I wouldn't have

         21  responded.

         22                 I just want to say, you know, so that

         23  the record is very clear about this -- sorry, Tish

         24  -- you know, I defer to the Department of Education

         25  on educational policy, but I will not genuflect to
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          2  them when they are clearly wrong. And they have been

          3  clearly wrong on the cell phone issue from the day

          4  it began. Teachers are not being asked to do

          5  anything that they wouldn't do based on the current

          6  policy of the Department of Education. All right?

          7                 If a cell phone comes out of a kid's

          8  pocket, then they can confiscate it. And in fact,

          9  this bill prevents them from willy-nilly frisking

         10  students, taking their cell phone, and preventing

         11  them from going home with it. So, the bill does in

         12  fact do something very, very real. They may not

         13  interfere with the right of a parent to send a kid

         14  to and from school with their cell phone.

         15                 You know, Olly, when I went to school

         16  they didn't have computers either. And my mom grew

         17  up, they didn't have, you know, freezers for food.

         18  Time marches on and if a proctor can't see a student

         19  taking out a cell phone to text message, and they

         20  have their head so far up their you know what, then

         21  they're certainly not going to see someone with a

         22  pen and paper passing a note. So, let's get real.

         23  That's Mike Bloomberg's favorite term, "let's get

         24  real." The times have changed, this bill is

         25  important.
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          2                 I vote aye on all with the exception

          3  of Reso 988, the reappointment to Susan Hinkson. As

          4  a birthday present to the Speaker, I will not

          5  explain that vote again.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: With

         14  congratulations to Councilmen Oddo, Dilan, Reyna and

         15  Garodnick for their Housing initiatives, and thank

         16  you to my constituents who stayed this entire

         17  meeting, I vote aye on all; except Reso 988, I vote

         18  no.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, just to add briefly to what Lew Fidler

         22  stated. In addition today things are different,

         23  inasmuch as more students are traveling longer

         24  distances during earlier and later hours, going to a

         25  more diverse range of after school programs, with
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          2  less available public telephones than when most of

          3  us in this room were going to school. I, therefore,

          4  vote aye on all, except no on 576-A. And I wish the

          5  happiest of birthdays to our Speaker, a great

          6  Speaker for all New Yorkers.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: No Land Use

         11  483 and 475; aye on all others.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I vote aye on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: They're dancing

         17  in the street in Fort Greene and Clinton Hill. And

         18  to all my colleagues, two days ago was the fourth

         19  anniversary of the assassination of James Davis.

         20  Let's keep his spirit alive in our hearts and our

         21  minds. I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: I vote

          4  aye on all, except Intro. 576-A, I abstain.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I vote aye

          7  on all, and I want to congratulate our Chair of the

          8  Youth Committee, Lew Fidler, on the great job on

          9  putting the bill together for cell phones, not in

         10  the schools, but for our children to have access to

         11  cell phones while they're coming and going to

         12  school.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I request

         15  brief leave to explain my vote, Madam Public

         16  Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: And if I

         19  could have order. If I could have order in the

         20  court.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         22  please.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you.

         24                 I, too, will vote aye on all, and

         25  especially in terms of the Cell Phone Bill. As the
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          2  parent of two children who travel every day

          3  interborough, on two or three means of mass public

          4  transportation, my colleague, Oliver Koppell, I

          5  couldn't agree with you more -- less, I mean, that

          6  times have not stayed the same. They have changed

          7  greatly. We live in a different world. We no longer

          8  walk to schools or take one bus to school. Children

          9  travel great distances. And as a parent who everyday

         10  worries from 3:00 on whether or not his two children

         11  are going to get home, and waiting to hear from his

         12  wife whether they're home safely, because at the

         13  same time you want them to have every opportunity

         14  available to them, to say that they should not be

         15  able to have their cell phone belies the facts and

         16  belies the common sense. And this is a great bill,

         17  and I'm proud to be a co-sponsor, and I thank Lew

         18  Fidler and everyone who has supported it.

         19                 In terms of the downzonings and the

         20  Oddo, Dilan bill on registering home, general

         21  contractors, we welcome all of our colleagues and

         22  the rest of the City to the Staten Island experience

         23  in dealing with over-development. These are very

         24  effective tools, and I think that it's great that we

         25  are now reordering the zoning rules and the
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          2  construction rules in this City. Having said all of

          3  that, and happy birthday to our Speaker and to

          4  Domenic Recchia, I vote aye on all. And Mrs.

          5  Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: No on 351-A;

         18  yes on the rest.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

         25  excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thanks to the

          4  Speaker for showing leadership and patience in these

          5  trying times. I also want to say thanks to Council

          6  Member Lew Fidler for the Cell Phone Bill. Most of

          7  the parents and the students will be happy about

          8  that. I want to wish our City Clerk Robles all the

          9  best in the future, and I vote aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: With special

         12  congratulations to Victor Robles and Ululy Martinez,

         13  and God's best, I vote yes on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes on all. And

         18  congratulations and best of luck to my good friend

         19  Victor Robles. He's a wonderful colleague, was a

         20  wonderful mentor, a wonderful chairman, and go with

         21  God.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          4  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          5  vote of 48 affirmative, zero negative, zero

          6  abstentions; with the exception of Reso 42, which

          7  was adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, one

          8  negative, zero abstentions; and preconsidered Intro.

          9  606, which was adopted by 47 in the affirmative, one

         10  negative, zero abstentions; and M 633 and Reso 988,

         11  which was adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         12  affirmative, two negative and zero abstentions; and

         13  Intro. 351-A, adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         14  affirmative, two negative and zero abstentions;

         15  Intro. 576-A adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         16  affirmative, one negative, one abstention. And LU

         17  483 and Reso 973, which is adopted by a vote of 47

         18  in the affirmative, one negative, zero abstentions;

         19  and LU 475 and Reso 970, adopted by a vote of 47 in

         20  the affirmative, one negative zero abstentions.

         21                 The revised Land Use Call-Up vote is

         22  48 in the affirmative, zero negatives.

         23                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         25  to the Committee as indicated on the agenda.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          3  of Resolutions.

          4                 Council Member Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 My colleagues, I want to talk about

          8  preconsidered Reso No. 962. And I would like to say

          9  that this reso, it gives tax relief to targeted low-

         10  and moderate home-owners that are veterans, that

         11  part of their property tax that deals with

         12  education. But also at the same time, it raises a

         13  threshold for existing disabled and senior citizens

         14  homeowners, and also it provides a targeted tax

         15  relief for those veterans. The threshold we're

         16  talking about is 47,500.

         17                 Initially there was a Reso introduced

         18  by my colleague Tony Avella, but did not have this

         19  information. And so, with us working together, we

         20  put this particular threshold of 47,500 into play.

         21  So, I ask my colleagues to support pre-reso 962.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         23  You only get one minute on the resos. Sorry, I

         24  didn't give you that information.

         25                 Seeing nobody else on the resos,
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          2  General Discussion.

          3                 I'm sorry, excuse me. Let's vote on

          4  Preconsidered Reso 962. All in favor?

          5                 Opposed?

          6                 Adopted.

          7                 General Discussion.

          8                 Council Member Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 You know, today I have my interns up

         12  in the gallery, Justine Washington is a junior at

         13  St. Ann's Day School in Brooklyn; Ashley Brahbam is

         14  a junior at Urban Academy in Manhattan; and Deandra

         15  Nesbeth is a junior at the High School for Public

         16  Service, and Ashoke Jacat is a junior at Deerfield

         17  Academy in Deerfield, Mass. Also, Lily Levine, who

         18  we gave a citation to at the last Stated Meeting,

         19  she is here leading these interns, along with my

         20  Legislative Director, Joe McNurney. So, let me thank

         21  all of them for working in my office, and to help

         22  carry out the business of the Councilmatic District

         23  7.

         24                 Some people say look at Jackson and

         25  his girls, because I had basically five interns with
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          2  me, shadowing me today in Finance Committee hearing

          3  and Standards and Ethics, in Housing and Buildings

          4  and through press conferences, and let me tell you,

          5  they have learned a lot since they have been in the

          6  City Council. And they are part of two programs, one

          7  is Prep For Prep, and the other one is the Colowa

          8  High School Leadership Program (phonetic). And, so

          9  let me just thank those organizations for bringing

         10  young people into the programs in order to be our

         11  future leaders of our great City.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

         16  much. I want to thank the ten members that are here.

         17  In Orthodox Jewish tradition, you can't pray without

         18  a minion, so I appreciate the fact that there is at

         19  least ten members here. Does that come off my time?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, it

         21  does, sir.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Excellent.

         23                 Okay, so first, I'd like to talk

         24  about Intro. 600. Many people throughout this City

         25  have alternate side pick-ups on different days.
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          2  Specifically those that have pick-ups on Mondays and

          3  Thursdays get a wrong deal in that they don't get

          4  garbage pick-up all the time on Tuesday, and they

          5  certainly do not get recycling pick-up for two

          6  weeks, and I don't think that's the way it should

          7  work. Either there should be recycling every week

          8  for everyone, or not. But there shouldn't be

          9  selected pick-up. And that's something that we're

         10  going to straighten out. The City should spend the

         11  money to make sure there is recycling pick-up for

         12  everyone every week. No matter whether you have a

         13  Monday holiday pick-up, which is very frequent in

         14  certain neighborhoods.

         15                 But more importantly, I'd like to

         16  talk about Reso 954, which is introduced by Council

         17  Member Brewer, Dickens and myself, regarding the

         18  situation in Darfur. I think this is the first time

         19  that I've introduced a resolution that has any

         20  international significance. But because of the

         21  situation there, and the genocide that's taking

         22  place, the discussions that go on on a daily basis

         23  about the war in Iraq, or about even the moment of

         24  silence, which is appropriate that we have here, is

         25  important, but when you talk about 400,000 people
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          2  that have been murdered there, and thousands of

          3  women, men, women and children being killed daily, I

          4  think it's about time we pressure corporations in

          5  New York City that do business with China, to

          6  boycott any sort of arrangements, business

          7  arrangements with the Sudan and make sure that this

          8  murderous genocide stops.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I just want to

         13  take a brief moment to congratulate my colleague,

         14  Alan Gerson, for getting a matter through, not this

         15  body, but through the State Legislature, where he

         16  doesn't actually have a vote. But recently Council

         17  Member Gerson got the Assembly to pass and the

         18  Senate to pass grab bar legislation that would

         19  provide tax credits for any New York City homeowner

         20  who installed grab bars in the bathrooms of homes of

         21  senior citizens, and I'd also like to thank the

         22  Speaker of this body for allowing us to have a

         23  discussion on this issue, and to allow myself,

         24  Council Member Gerson, and Council Member Arroyo, to

         25  work this out and to get this done at the State
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          2  level. And I'm also proud that the Governor signed

          3  the bill and enabled this body to enact the

          4  legislation that would entitle homeowners for tax

          5  credits for this bill, and I look forward to taking

          6  up this issue some time this fall.

          7                 So, I just want to say to Alan

          8  Gerson, congratulations. Job well done.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, today

         12  I'd like to just make a formal announcement and say

         13  good-bye to Josh Nachowitz. He was with me for many,

         14  many years. He is an outstanding policy person.

         15  Where is he? Josh.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: He's blushing.

         17  He's blushing.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Josh, we're

         19  going to miss you, and I just want to wish you the

         20  best of luck and thank you for everything you have

         21  done for me, for the constituents of the 47th

         22  Council District, but most of all, thank you for

         23  being my friend.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CORMIE: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I just want to bring the attention to

          5  Council members an issue that has happened in my

          6  district.

          7                 Last week, with the heavy rainfall,

          8  and not just in my district, but all throughout

          9  Queens, many homeowners suffered with flooding

         10  conditions in their first floors and basements due

         11  to the heavy rains. We have come to a realization in

         12  the Borough of Queens that we need a federal

         13  infusion of dollars in order to maintain our storm

         14  sewer system and our waste sewer system. We are not

         15  anywhere near the capacity that we need to be to

         16  suffer even a sustained heavy rain that's over an

         17  hour without having severe flooding all through the

         18  district, in Flushing, in Glendale, in Woodside, in

         19  Bayside and in all over Southeast Queens, homeowners

         20  that never got flooded before have been flooded. I'm

         21  calling on, together with the Borough President and

         22  other elected officials, the Mayor and the Governor

         23  to try to give some disaster relief for the Borough

         24  of Queens.

         25                 It's important that we try to get
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          2  relief, because most of the homeowners in Queens are

          3  not allowed to have flood insurance, because of the

          4  fact that Queens is already a low water table area.

          5  And I want to be continuing to help try to, with the

          6  help of this body, and the leadership of the

          7  Speaker, push this issue because it's important that

          8  we do try to provide relief for people that are hit

          9  in an emergency situation. And I'm going to be

         10  looking for support from the Mayor's Office and all

         11  involved, to try to provide relief for people that

         12  are still suffering with basements that are becoming

         13  untenable and unlivable because they don't have the

         14  wherewithal or even the assistance, if they're

         15  elderly, to take down the walls that are now

         16  saturated with water, creating a hazardous health

         17  situation.

         18                 I also want to just acknowledge,

         19  since everyone else acknowledged their interns, I

         20  have three great interns that helped me out today.

         21  Anna Rodriguez, Chris Buckingham, and Christine

         22  Luong, and again say happy birthday to Domenic

         23  Recchia, and to our great Speaker, Speaker Christine

         24  Quinn.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, seeing
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          2  nobody else -- oh, no. No.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: No, no, I had

          4  a lot to say about the grab bar bill, but Chair

          5  Dilan said it all, so therefore, I'm just going to

          6  add the acknowledgment to Speaker Sheldon Silver and

          7  Senator Serph Maltese, the sponsors in the Assembly

          8  and Senate respectively, as Erik said, to Governor

          9  Spitzer for signing the bill, and just to clarify

         10  one point of Council Member Dilan, it's been and

         11  will continue to be a team effort with the

         12  leadership of Chair Dilan, Chair Arroyo, Chair

         13  Koppell, Dr. Stewart, and, of course, the support of

         14  our Speaker, that has gotten us to this point, and

         15  we'll get the job done benefitting all seniors with

         16  the support and leadership of all of our colleagues.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So says,

         19  Council Meeting of September -- July 25th is

         20  recessed. Feels like September.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 4:45 p.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 25th day of July 2007.
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          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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