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          1  LAND USE AND PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We are going to

          3  pull up the two items that he had in his Committee

          4  to be voted on today. We are postponing one item. It

          5  is in Maria del Carmen Arroyo's District, til the

          6  day of the Stated Meeting. I was going to say

          7  session, like it's still the Assembly. So, the day

          8  of the Stated. So, we're going to pull Dan's items

          9  up into the Land Use Committee Meeting, and

         10  hopefully he'll walk in in the middle of it. We need

         11  to adjourn the Planning and Dispositions Meeting

         12  from -- what day? From June 19th. That meeting is

         13  adjourned. We are now opening the Land Use Committee

         14  meeting on June 25th.

         15                 Thank you, everyone, for being here

         16  so quickly.

         17                 All right, we're going to go through

         18  the items and then open for discussion.

         19  Preconsidered Land Use. Third-party transfer, in

         20  rem, 49. It is in Council Member Dilan's district.

         21  It is a technical correction to a project

         22  disposition that was approved in June of 2006.

         23                 We have a site selection for a

         24  school, it's called the Beacon High School. It's in

         25  Council Member Brewer's district. A 850-seat Beacon
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          2  High School. Pretty good. We'll have to talk. I

          3  can't get that.

          4                 LU No. 377, 575 Fifth Avenue.

          5                 Can I just have some order in the

          6  room? LU No. 377, 575 Fifth Avenue, Council Member

          7  DeBlasio's district. It's a ULURP UDAAP, for 49

          8  residential units and commercial use.

          9                 Special permit, modified to limit the

         10  types of uses in Dan Garodnick's District. LU No.

         11  402. It is modified, where the allowable uses within

         12  the Use Group 6 shall include offices, retail and

         13  service establishments. Clubs, non-commercial clubs,

         14  and that is it. The rest of the details regarding

         15  each unit will be put into the record.

         16                 LU No. 406. Poko South Bronx

         17  Condominiums is going to be postponed until 9:30 on

         18  June 27th.

         19                 LU No. 407. 3117 to 3127 Surf Avenue,

         20  in Domenic Recchia's District. It's a ULURP, UDAAP

         21  for 77 residential units, to be developed under

         22  Department of Housing and Urban Development, Section

         23  202 Housing.

         24                 LU No. 411, Fifth on the Park,

         25  Council Member Dickens's district. It is a ULURP for
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          2  41 residential units. This is being called up from

          3  the Subcommittee.

          4                 LU No. 464. 23 Park Place Building.

          5  It is a landmark in Council Member Gerson's

          6  district. LU No. 465, 25 Park Place Building,

          7  Council Member Gerson's district. Also a landmark.

          8  Disposition also being called up from the

          9  Subcommittee. LU No. 469, 287 Gold Street in Council

         10  Member James's district. There is an agreement on

         11  that project and it will be a motion to approve.

         12                 LU No. 473. Jackie Robinson Play

         13  Center. Council Member Jackson's district. For

         14  historic landmark at West 145th to West 150 -- oh,

         15  no. The Play Center Bath House. I'm sorry.

         16                 LU No. 474. Also landmarking. Council

         17  Member Jackson's District. It is the first floor

         18  interior of the Jackie Robinson Colonial Park Play

         19  Center Bath House.

         20                 LU No. 478. Seaview Hospital

         21  Amendment. Amendment to previously approved HHC

         22  lease, in Council Member Oddo's district.

         23                 Hello, Dan. The Chair of the Planning

         24  Subcommittee is here. We called up the two items, as

         25  you and I discussed. And there is an agreement on
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          2  two items. Council Member Arroyo's item is going to

          3  be postponed for the vote until the Land Use

          4  Committee meeting, which is also going to meet again

          5  on the day of the Stated, the 27th.

          6                 Council Member Dickens.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you so

          8  much, Chair Katz.

          9                 Good morning. In this particular

         10  project, Fifth on the Park, I want to thank Chair

         11  Garodnick of Planning for allowing this to be held

         12  open in order for us to further review the

         13  agreement.

         14                 I am pleased to report that working

         15  with HPD, Assistant Commissioners Wendell Walters

         16  and Carol Clark, we have achieved a settlement on a

         17  deal regarding this development that will benefit my

         18  community.

         19                 Mr. Walters and Ms. Clark both have

         20  worked very hard with me, and has the Council Land

         21  Use staff and the developer, Artimis Construction

         22  (phonetic), to move this project forward.

         23                 Before I disclose this agreement, I

         24  want to first state my ongoing objections to the

         25  calculations of AMI, which adversely affects my
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          2  constituents and community when matters of

          3  development come before the Council.

          4                 Members of my community often do not

          5  earn enough money to be able to afford even the

          6  properties labeled as affordable at 80 percent of

          7  the AMI. Much less full market rate units.

          8                 Having said that, I will continue to

          9  work with HPD's senior management team to set the

         10  affordability requirements of development projects

         11  in my district on the basis of what my community

         12  actually earns, rather than region-wide statistics.

         13                 In the future I will count on HPD to

         14  work with me to prevent the continuing trend of

         15  displacement by pricing among my community members.

         16                 In the beginning the original offer

         17  was 15 units at 80 percent of AMI. Five units at 130

         18  percent. And 21 market-rate units. While we were not

         19  able to find a way to reduce the number of market

         20  rate units, almost surely to be more expensive than

         21  what my community can reasonably afford, we have

         22  managed to achieve concessions that will make some

         23  of these units accessible to my constituents.

         24                 We now have 17 units at 80 percent

         25  AMI, three units at 120 percent AMI. All 17 units at
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          2  the 80 percent AMI will be offered a downpayment

          3  subsidy assistance. This downpayment assistance

          4  amounts to approximately six to seven percent of the

          5  purchase price of the condo, which will further

          6  reduce the AMI.

          7                 I would like to again thank Mr.

          8  Walters and Ms. Clark for their good work. And I

          9  would like to thank Gail Benjamin, Amy Levitan,

         10  Carol Schein, and the whole Council Land Use staff

         11  for their flexibility and communication. And I thank

         12  the Chair for your time and I do recommend an aye on

         13  this matter.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Anybody else?

         15                 I want to thank the subcommittees.

         16  They clearly did a lot of work leading up to today.

         17  As you know, a lot of the work is done before we get

         18  to Land Use, and that's a good thing, with

         19  everyone's cooperation.

         20                 Council Member Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to

         22  thank the staff, and certainly Council Member

         23  Lappin, regarding Beacon High School. This is

         24  actually a school that exists now that has a leased

         25  building with cranes in every conceivable skyline.
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          2  The owner of the building felt that he needed a

          3  crane. To the credit of the School Construction

          4  Authority, and the Department of Education, they

          5  decided that Beacon High School should stay at its

          6  current location, with help from parents, principal

          7  and the local officials and community board, and

          8  long story short, they are negotiating with the

          9  owner, and if the owner doesn't want to negotiate,

         10  then maybe for the first time there will be an

         11  eminent domain used for the correct purpose.

         12                 So, I am deeply appreciative of the

         13  work of the folks at School Construction Authority.

         14  Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: For the first time.

         16                 Council Member Ignizio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Yes. Just one

         18  thing briefly to speak about what Inez was talking

         19  about. In the limited time that I've been here I

         20  notice that this is an issue, what Inez is bringing

         21  up, in all districts. Because I have one, when

         22  you're talking about 80 percent of AMI, in my

         23  district where community members want to stay in

         24  their community, they will be boxed out because

         25  their eligibility would be subject lower than what
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          2  they would make. And if you went with the scheme

          3  whereby 80 percent is based upon the district needs

          4  and not by these regional needs, I think the

          5  Council, as a whole, would be more supportive, as

          6  well as each individual member, and I think people

          7  in communities who want to stay in their local

          8  community, wouldn't be able to continue to stay

          9  there.

         10                 I just want to add my voice with

         11  Inez's on that issue. That needs further discussion.

         12  Thank you very much.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: It is an issue that

         14  comes up time and time again, and what we've tried

         15  to do in a lot of the rezonings is, you know,

         16  correlate the AMI with the community. We did that in

         17  Williamsburg/Greenpoint, we did that in a lot of

         18  places around the City, at least we did 60 percent

         19  in Williamsburg/Greenpoint, but it isn't enough.

         20  There's no doubt about it. And we have had the

         21  argument several times with the Administration and

         22  with other folks that AMI is not really a Citywide,

         23  shouldn't be a Citywide calculation, it really

         24  should be by neighborhood, and so many of our folks

         25  want to stay in the neighborhoods. And, so, it's a
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          2  point well taken.

          3                 Council Member Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Not to belabor

          5  the point, but just for my colleagues' information,

          6  I have been working with the legislative unit to

          7  develop legislation that would change the system

          8  from the Metropolitan AMI to a neighborhood AMI,

          9  based upon the zip code. So, we hope to have that

         10  legislation soon.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Anybody else? All

         12  right, let's call the roll.

         13                 Before we call the roll, just

         14  everyone, June 27th there is going to be a 9:30

         15  Subcommittee meeting on Planning, and a 9:45

         16  Subcommittee on Landmarks. Is it not landmarks? It's

         17  Land Use. I'm sorry. Planning at 9:30, Land Use at

         18  9:45.

         19                 Call the roll.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 Councilman Gerson would like to thank

         23  everyone for the work they did.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: And the

         25  Landmark Subcommittee. And I urge the full Committee
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          2  to adopt the landmarking at 2325 Park Place.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: That's it.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: No on 464 and

         14  465; aye on all others.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: All items are adopted

         18  by a vote of 18 in the affirmative, zero in the

         19  negative and no abstentions, with the exception of

         20  LU 464 and 465, which are adopted by a vote of 17 in

         21  the affirmative, one in the negative and no

         22  abstentions.

         23                 Council Members, please sign the

         24  Committee reports.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We will leave the
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          2  vote open for ten minutes. Thank you very much,

          3  everyone. See you on Wednesday.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: The Land Use

          5  meeting of Monday, June 25th, is now adjourned.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 25th day of June 2007.
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