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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Could we call Land

          3  Use to order, please. Everybody take a seat.

          4                 We want to officially start the Land

          5  Use Committee meeting on May 3rd, 2007. And I'd like

          6  to first of all ask for order, if I can.

          7                 Let me first officially welcome

          8  Councilwoman Lappin back after maternity leave. And

          9  we were all closely watching, making sure that you

         10  and the baby were well, and we're happy to see you

         11  back. And I think Leroy is probably happier than

         12  anyone, to see you back here today. I think you two

         13  need to work that out. She was happy for you, and by

         14  the way, I was happy for you yesterday, too.

         15                 But we do welcome you back. And I

         16  missed all of you guys while I was in Japan, so

         17  thanks for holding down the fort. I think, Leroy,

         18  you chaired the meeting. Thank you.

         19                 LU No. 374 is a ULURP and a UDAAP in

         20  the cornerstone program. It is in Councilman Vann's

         21  district. It is for a five-story development,

         22  tentatively known as Gates Avenue Cooperatives.

         23                 LU No. 393. Council Member Arroyo's

         24  District. It's a ULURP and a UDAAP. It is New York

         25  City Housing Development, Affordable Housing
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          2  Cooperative Program for 50 residential units and a

          3  community facility use.

          4                 LU No. 412. ULURP, UDAAP, with

          5  Council Member Foster's District. It is for 162

          6  residential units to be developed under the New York

          7  City Housing Development Corporation, Affordable

          8  Co-Op Housing Program.

          9                 LU No. 430 is Council Member Arroyo's

         10  district. ULURP, UDAAP. It is for 63 residential

         11  units to be developed under New York State Division

         12  of Housing and Community Renewal Housing Trust Fund,

         13  and the New York City Housing Development Corp.

         14  Low-income Affordable Marketplace Program.

         15                 LU No. 432, is an amendment to the

         16  zoning map to keep future developments compatible

         17  with the built environment in the area. That is to

         18  down zone to an R3A.

         19                 LU No. 433 is Council Member Palma's

         20  District, which is Park Stratton rezoning, to

         21  preserve the built nature and the future

         22  development, and make sure that the future

         23  development is compatible with the neighborhood.

         24                 LU Nos 395, 425, 437 and 441 are

         25  UDAAPs. 395 is in Council Member Dilan's district.
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          2  425 is in Council Member Foster's district. 437 is

          3  in Council Member Gonzalez's district, 441 is in

          4  Council Member Vann's district.

          5                 Is there any discussion, comments,

          6  questions?

          7                 Council Member Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: As part of the

          9  recommendation for the two rezonings in the

         10  subcommittee, on the rezonings in Council Member

         11  Palma's district, we added a rider to the approval

         12  requesting that Department of City Planning go back

         13  and meet with Council Member Palma to see if we

         14  could further define the rezonings. Because, in my

         15  opinion, and Council Member Palma's opinion, they

         16  could have done a further downzoning in response to

         17  the request from the community. So, I would just ask

         18  that that recommendation be also included.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We do make the

         20  recommendation to City Planning that they meet with

         21  Council Member Palma. In my experience, historically

         22  if the Council member asks for a meeting they do

         23  accommodate. So, I'm sure that Council Member Palma

         24  and I see Ellen here from City Planning, will meet,

         25  regarding the Rosedale Avenue portion, I believe is

                                                            6

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2  what you're talking about, of Park Stratton.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: And Harding

          4  Park.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: And Harding Park.

          6  Okay. So, I'm sure that they will do that.

          7  Officially, though, we are voting on the application

          8  in front of us, but City Planning knows that that

          9  recommendation is involved as well.

         10                 Council Member Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just wanted

         12  to ask you a procedural question on the hearing we

         13  had around the Duffield Street of the Housing. That

         14  report to me was just bogus and outrageous. And I

         15  know we already voted on it at the City Council, but

         16  we I think should say something, you know, from Land

         17  Use and Landmarks Committee chairs, as to what we

         18  really think about that report. Because I think the

         19  evidence is there that it is connected, and my

         20  understanding is that they held up the whole process

         21  to give us an opportunity to prove that it is.

         22                 And I think even with their report

         23  recommending that it isn't, within that report

         24  itself, there was enough with the peer review, is

         25  enough evidence to show that it is connected.
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          2                 So, I'm wondering if the Chair of the

          3  Committee or Committees can at least respond to that

          4  as they go forward thinking that this little bogus

          5  report was sufficient, and now let's go ahead and

          6  demolish and the City moves ahead. I think that

          7  would be a travesty.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Well, the answer is

          9  I don't know if the Council is going to, and we

         10  haven't had these discussions yet, have an official

         11  recommendation or analysis of the report. So, I

         12  don't know the answer to that at the moment.

         13                 I will tell you that I was quite

         14  surprised, I mean just as a side note, when I was

         15  here yesterday for the hearing, and I was only here

         16  for about an hour, that EDC, before we had the

         17  public testimony said that the next step was going

         18  forward with the project.

         19                 And I sort of, at that point,

         20  commented that I wished they had waited until at

         21  least after the public testimony to make that

         22  generalized statement.

         23                 So, we will discuss it. I will

         24  discuss it with the Subcommittee Chair, now that

         25  she's back as well, and with the Chair yesterday,
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          2  and we'll talk further about it.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, just,

          4  because of a sense of urgency, they are moving

          5  forward and they paid a half a million dollars for a

          6  report to say what they wanted them to say, in my

          7  opinion. And they will be moving with a hearing on

          8  eminent domain, you know, using that. So, the

          9  timeliness of it is critical, and I would just

         10  recommend to this Council that we really castigate

         11  that report, in my opinion. It was embarrassing.

         12  Just a lack of evidence that it wasn't and so much

         13  that leaned toward it was, and we should support

         14  that community in preserving our history.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I understand the

         16  recommendation. I'll bring it back to chairs and

         17  also to the Speaker.

         18                 Councilman Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, as to Land

         20  Use 374 in my district, this is the 34 residential

         21  units, five-story building, and it's tentatively

         22  known as Gates Avenue. I have it on good information

         23  that the developer intends to change the name of

         24  that to the Sunny Carson Avenue Cooperatives. I hope

         25  that won't change the vote on this.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Jennifer, welcome

          3  back. Jessica, welcome back.

          4                 Councilman Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just wanted

          6  to speak, I'm not going to speak to everything that

          7  Charles said, although I agree with him that we

          8  should try to make some kind of opinion on it before

          9  the next step in the process. But one of the things

         10  that came out in the hearing is that there has been

         11  no attempt by the City to document the underground

         12  railroad effort that was done that happened. And

         13  during the hearing I brought up the fact that, you

         14  know, I'm blessed in Queens to have a jazz trail

         15  through my district that's highly attended, that

         16  people all over the world, actually, now come on

         17  trollies through my district because Adeslaid Park

         18  (phonetic), where Cole Trane (phonetic) lived and

         19  Lewis Armstrong and James Brown lived and a lot of

         20  other musicians lived, there's a tram run by

         21  Flushing Town Hall and the Queens Historical

         22  Society, which actually needs more money, I'll put

         23  that on the record, too, to continue the program. We

         24  don't have anything in the City that denotes the

         25  efforts of all of the people that were involved in
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          2  the underground railroad.

          3                 I did raise that during the meeting.

          4  The City intimated that they were willing to look

          5  into doing something about it, and I think that

          6  whatever happens, we need to make sure that that is

          7  a critical part of what the City undertakes within

          8  this budget year, and before the eminent domain

          9  hearing comes to a close.

         10                 There needs to be some real effort on

         11  this City's part to create a historical record, a

         12  trail, an opportunity for people to understand what

         13  the real efforts of New York City had with the

         14  underground railroad.

         15                 The Museum for the City of New York,

         16  did an extensive issue on slavery in New York. I

         17  think that they could use that as a template. We

         18  have many cultural institutions, and it was

         19  documented also during the report that there were

         20  already sites and churches in Downtown Brooklyn that

         21  they have direct participation and knowledge of, and

         22  I think that they could build from that. And I think

         23  that one of the things that we could all agree on is

         24  that the City, and maybe as a Land Use Committee,

         25  that the City does move forward quickly to get that
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          2  done and to create an opportunity to have a

          3  historical record or trail or whatever needs to be

          4  done to denote the efforts of this City's

          5  participation in that effort.

          6                 And you know, I'll be happy to deal

          7  with the rest of this stuff later, but that's the

          8  thing that came to me from the meeting. The five and

          9  a half hour meeting, Ms. Chair.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I also think that

         11  without the determination of whether it's right or

         12  wrong or not, to take an official position on the

         13  report, as the Chair of the Land Use Committee, I

         14  also think it's something we might want to just, as

         15  we move forward, be careful of also making approvals

         16  based on studies or things that are going to happen

         17  in the future. I mean, this may be just indicative

         18  of a larger issue of whether or not this body and

         19  this Committee wants to really move forward. Because

         20  we've done that now two or three times and it hasn't

         21  worked out great for us, just on the substantive

         22  level. And so maybe as we move forward as a

         23  Committee, we should also have discussion next time

         24  it comes up as to whether we ever really want to

         25  approve something based on a study that's going to
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          2  come out, or an environmental study, in I think it

          3  was Council Member Arroyo's district, or things of

          4  that nature as we move forward. Just as a policy

          5  issue.

          6                 Any other? No? Please call the roll.

          7                 I want to thank, by the way, I'm

          8  joking around a lot, I wanted to thank Councilman

          9  Comrie and all of the folks that were here yesterday

         10  for the hearing. It was a very long hearing, a

         11  long-awaited hearing, and I think it was handled

         12  with great professionalism. Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 15 in the

         20  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         21  abstentions, all items have been adopted. Members,

         22  please sign the Committee reports. Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you,

         24  everyone. We'll leave the roll open for 15 minutes.

         25  Please don't forget to sign the sheets before you
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          2  walk out.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Arroyo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

          6  16.

          7                 Council Member Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         10  17.

         11                 Council Member Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote on the

         14  Committee on Land Use now stands at 18 in the

         15  affirmative.

         16                 Council Member Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote on the

         19  Committee on Land Use is 19 in the affirmative, zero

         20  in the negative, and no abstentions.

         21                 Council Member Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The final vote on the

         24  Committee on Land Use now stands at 20.

         25                 The vote currently stands at 20.
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          2                 Council Member McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote on the

          5  Committee on Land Use is at 21 in the affirmative,

          6  zero in the negative and zero abstentions.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 10:45 a.m.)
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