Staff:
Terzah N. Nasser









Counsel to the Committee

Kamilla Sjödin

Assistant Counsel

Benjamin J. Goodman

Legislative Policy Analyst









Ralph P. Hernandez









Legislative Financial Analyst

[image: image1.png]



THE COUNCIL
REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

ROBERT NEWMAN, LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

Erik Martin Dilan, Chairman

July 25, 2007

INT. NO. 550-A:



Council Member Garodnick, Brewer, Gennaro, Gentile, Gonzalez, Jackson, James, Koppell, Nelson, Vann, Weprin, White Jr., Seabrook, Mark-Viverito, Vacca, Martinez, Arroyo, Dickens and Lappin

TITLE:




A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to inspection cycles for exterior walls.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:

Amends title 27 by amending subdivision a of section 27-129 and amends title 28 by amending section 28-302.2, as added by a local law of the city of New York for the year 2007 amending the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York relating to the enactment of the New York city construction codes as proposed in Int. No. 578-A.

BACKGROUND AND INTENT:
On July 25, 2007, the Council is expected to vote on Int. No. 550-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to inspection cycles for exterior walls. The Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, conducted a hearing on June 28, 2007 on Proposed Int. No. 550-A, and first considered an earlier version of this legislation on June 20, 2007.

Int. No. 550

Bill section one would have repealed paragraph one of subdivision (a) of section 27-129 and added a new paragraph one requiring that the critical examination for any existing building as of January 1, 2008 or any building built after that date take no place no later than five calendar years after erection or installation of exterior walls and every fifth year succeeding that date.  However, if a building had undergone an inspection for which a report which issued pursuant to subdivision (c) of section 27-129 within the past two years of the effective date of this bill, January 1, 2008, then the building would not have been be required to undergo a critical examination until the buildings next five year period.

Bill section 2 would have amended subdivision (c) of section 27-129 by requiring the written report that an architect or engineer must submit to the Department of Buildings (DOB) be submitted no later than one year following the building’s critical examination. A building owner would have been permitted to request in writing a one-year extension to file a report.

Bill section 3 provided that the provisions of this local law take effect on January 1, 2008, except that DOB would have been required to promulgate rules and take all other steps necessary to implement this local law before the enactment date.

Int. No. 550-A

The original bill was modified or amended in the following ways:

· Bill section 1 was modified by amending paragraph (a) of section 27-129 to require the Commissioner of DOB to establish by rule no later than January 1, 2009 staggered inspection cycles for the critical examination of a building’s exterior walls.’

· Bill section 2 in the original legislation, regarding the critical examination report, was eliminated and is to be handled as part of the “staggered cycle” process.

· A new bill section 2 was added to the amended bill which would amend section 28-302.2 of new title 28 of the Administrative Code, “as added by a local law of the city of New York for the year 2007 amending the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York relating to the enactment of the New York city construction codes as proposed in Int. No. 578-A” to require the Commissioner of DOB to establish by rule no later than January 1, 2009 staggered inspection cycles for the critical examination of a building’s exterior walls.

· Bill section 3, the enactment clause, was amended to require section one of this legislation to take effect immediately and to not affect the repeal of said section 27-129 of the Administrative Code pursuant to section seven of a local law relating to the enactment of the New York city construction codes as proposed in Int. No. 578-A., and to furthermore require bill section two of this local law to take effect on July 1, 2008.

Update

On Thursday, June 28, 2007, the Committee adopted this legislation by a vote of ten in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no abstentions.


Accordingly, the Committee recommends its adoption.
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