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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  My name is Council

          3  Member Maria Baez, Chair of the State and Federal

          4  Legislation Committee.  As you know, the session in

          5  Albany is near the end and we are presented with

          6  another opportunity to pass home-rule legislation

          7  that affects the City of New York.

          8                 Before I begin, I would like to

          9  introduce the Members that are present:  Council

         10  Member Addabbo.  To my right is Danielle Barbato,

         11  Counsel to the Committee; and to my left is Jake

         12  Herring, Legislative Financial Analyst.

         13                 This morning the Committee will be

         14  voting on a number of items.  The different issues

         15  before us may seem unrelated, but taken together

         16  they reflect a concerted effort to ensure that the

         17  State and City Governments are working to serve the

         18  needs of the people of New York City.  The

         19  legislation being considered today recognizes the

         20  tremendous range of services offered by City workers

         21  and would address certain retirement benefits, such

         22  as, but not limited to, survivor insurance, hold on,

         23  excuse me, for families of emergency medical service

         24  technicians whose death is or was a natural and

         25  proximate cause of performance of duties.  The
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          2  ability of retired New York City Police Officers to

          3  teach at New York City Public Schools without

          4  diminishing their pensions.  The opportunity for

          5  engineers employed by the Department of Sanitation

          6  to buy-back pension credit for the time period they

          7  were laid off in late 2002.  We will also consider

          8  in rem legislation to authorize the return of

          9  property taken from nonpayment of taxes if the

         10  original owners paid the back taxes.

         11                 We will hear testimony on a bill that

         12  would authorize the City of New York to discontinue

         13  permanently the use of parkland in Fresh Kills Park

         14  in the Borough of Staten Island. This authorization

         15  is subject to the requirement that the City of New

         16  York shall dedicate additional acreage as parkland

         17  adjacent to the existing parkland.  Additionally we

         18  will be voting on an SLR asking the legislature to

         19  amend Section 1803A of the real property tax law.

         20  When setting the property tax rates, State law

         21  requires New York City to adopt class shares based

         22  on rates calculated by the State Board of Real

         23  Properties Services, in order to distribute the levy

         24  among the four classes of real property.  According

         25  to the Council Finance Division, this year the State
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          2  Board's Class Equalization will result in an

          3  increase of taxes on Class 1 properties.  Class 1

          4  properties are comprised of one, two and three

          5  family homes.  This bill seeks to cap the maximum

          6  growth at zero percent for New York City.  According

          7  to the Council Finance Division, this would result

          8  in a savings of $159 for the average single family

          9  homeowner.  Additionally, a zero percent increase in

         10  class shares would result in a decrease in the tax

         11  rate for Class 2 properties by one percent and a

         12  decrease by more than two percent for Class 4

         13  properties.  We will hear from our Finance Division

         14  staff who will explain this complex issue.

         15                 Finally, we will also vote on some

         16  preconsidered SLRs.  These bills reflect legal

         17  procedures taken pursuant to State Law so as to

         18  ensure a proper coordination between State and City

         19  Government on matters of importance to our City.

         20  Included in these preconsidered SLRs is a bill which

         21  would enable New York City to create by local law a

         22  refundable credit for up to $300 for New York City

         23  resident renters against their City personnel income

         24  tax.

         25                 Another bill before this Committee
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          2  seeks to amend the New York State Financial

          3  Emergency Act for the City of New York to provide

          4  revenues, stabilization funds.

          5                 At this moment I would like to open

          6  the hearing to any of our Committee Members who want

          7  to make a statement.

          8                 Jim Hanley.  Good morning

          9  Commissioner.

         10                 COMMISSIONER HANLEY:  Good morning,

         11  my name is James F. Hanley, H-a-n-l-e-y. I'm the

         12  Commissioner of Labor Relations for the City of New

         13  York and I'm here to comment not on all of the bills

         14  that you mentioned but certainly on several of them

         15  that are Labor or Pension bills.

         16                 On SLR 30, we are opposed to that

         17  bill.  This would allow for prior NYCER service in

         18  certain categories to extend over for fire service

         19  and the fire pension system.  We are told that the

         20  cost was estimated by the Unions Actuary at $250,000

         21  for Fiscal Year 2007.  We have absolutely no reason

         22  to believe that that number is accurate or

         23  inaccurate.  To the extent that we have to pay what

         24  the cost of these bills are, it's what the Actuary

         25  tells us.  The Actuary are employed by the City of
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          2  New York and is responsible to the funds.  So we

          3  don't know what the costs are. This would give

          4  firefighters greater rights and greater pension

          5  privileges than the New York City Police Officers

          6  and for those reasons we are opposed to it.  The

          7  support for the bill many times in the past, we have

          8  agreed in bargaining to support a bill providing

          9  we've had the opportunity to take a look at it and

         10  to address increased costs.  It was not brought up

         11  in bargaining and we have not heard about it prior

         12  to this, to the introduction into this.

         13                 SLR 38 would provide pension credit

         14  for laid- off period for members employed in non-

         15  uniformed positions in the Department of Sanitation.

         16    We are opposed to the bill.  Again this was not

         17  discussed in bargaining.  We have supported a

         18  similar bill for sanitation workers who are laid-

         19  off earlier because it was brought up in bargaining,

         20  and we came to an accommodation in the meeting of

         21  the minds and we did support that bill.  In addition

         22  to that, there was a surcharge on the bill with

         23  sanitation, the uniformed employees of sanitation,

         24  this does not have that, so it would give them a

         25  better deal than sanitation workers and the uniform
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          2  members of the Department of Sanitation had already

          3  gotten and we supported that bill.

          4                 SLR 39 would reopen for 270 days the

          5  window to elect to participate in automotive member,

          6  this is for auto workers, in the 25/50 pension

          7  scheme.  We have supported these bills in the past

          8  as I had indicated.  This was not discussed in

          9  bargaining. Again the Actuary to the Union had

         10  estimated that it had zero cost, which frankly

         11  boggles the mind to establish a pension improvement

         12  with no cost.  We certainly do not agree with that.

         13  And there are possible spill- over effects to other

         14  titles.

         15                 SLR 50 would provide pension credits

         16  for climbers and pruners in the Department of Parks

         17  who were laid- off in 1991, who returned to service.

         18    This the buy- back time.  Employees would have to

         19  pay the regular member contributions they would have

         20  made during the layoff period.  Similarly this was

         21  not discussed in bargaining.  The cost estimated by

         22  the Union Actuary is $30,000. We have no idea what

         23  the number is but we usually like to take a look at

         24  the bill and analyze it beforehand so that we can

         25  have the Actuary tell us what he thinks, the Actuary
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          2  to the funds, what he thinks the cost is because

          3  that's what we have to pay.  It could be

          4  considerably higher than that.  It's also

          5  inconsistent with the Department of Sanitation bill

          6  that I referred to earlier that we did supply as a

          7  result of the bargaining process.  And again it has

          8  similar spillover effects to other titles.

          9                 SLR 56 is a bill that would provide

         10  health insurance coverage for the surviving spouses

         11  and children of EMTs and supervisors whose death is

         12  the natural and proximate cause or result of an

         13  accident of an injury sustained while in the

         14  performance of their duty.  It gives EMTs benefits

         15  equivalent to the uniform services, it has a cost

         16  which has not been estimated at all, and it should

         17  be collectively bargained.  We recently supported

         18  several bills in front of the City Council for other

         19  people that have brought these bills up in

         20  bargaining and we had addressed them through that

         21  process.  Similarly it had similar spillover effects

         22  to other titles in the City.

         23                 SLR 60 would allow retired police

         24  officers to earn any amount from teaching services

         25  in the City of New York without a suspension of
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          2  their retirement allowance.  It would apply to both

          3  service retirees and disability retirees.  This

          4  would allow for and provide for double dipping which

          5  goes against well established City policy.  The

          6  Actuary to the Union has estimated a cost of

          7  $300,000 and increasing to three million dollars in

          8  2016.  Again, we usually like to take a look at the

          9  bills ahead of time to actually establish what the

         10  Actuary tells us he thinks it will cost because

         11  that's what we have to pay.  And for those reasons

         12  we would oppose that bill as well.

         13                 And finally SLR 62 would grant a

         14  three- quarter accidental disability pension to tier

         15  four members of NYCER or BURRS (phonetic) employed

         16  as special officers, parking control specialists,

         17  school safety agents, campus police officers, and

         18  taxi and limousine inspectors.  It would give those

         19  titles a benefit equal to the Police Department and

         20  the Fire Department with no compelling reason.  It

         21  was vetoed by the Governor last year.  The cost has

         22  been estimated by the Actuary to the Unions at

         23  $200,000 and again we have no idea whether or not

         24  that's anywhere being accurate.  And the possible

         25  spillover effects to other titles is there as well.
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          2  It should be brought up in bargaining.  We have

          3  addressed pension issues and retirement issues on

          4  support for legislation for many many many years

          5  providing it's done in an orderly fashion as opposed

          6  to an end- run type of an approach.

          7                 So for those reasons we would oppose

          8  all of those bills.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Thank you very

         10  much for your testimony.

         11                 Eloise Hirsh, Fresh Kills Park

         12  Administrator, and also Jennifer Jones Austin,

         13  Family Services Coordinator for the City of New

         14  York.

         15                 MS. HIRSH:  Okay, good, good morning,

         16  I'm Eloise Hirsh, Administrator of Fresh Kills Park.

         17    I'm joined today by Carrie Grassie (phonetic) from

         18  the Department of City Planning.  On behalf of Mayor

         19  Bloomberg, Deputy Mayor Harris and Parks

         20  Commissioner Benepe, I want to thank you for the

         21  opportunity to discuss Fresh Kills Park.

         22                 A master planning process for this

         23  park was conducted by the Department of City

         24  Planning and this extensive planning and community

         25  participation process produced a draft master plan
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          2  last Spring.  The Parks Department has now taken

          3  that plan and begun the process of transforming

          4  Fresh Kills 2,200 acres from landfill to park.  An

          5  early action item just outside the boundary of the

          6  landfill is the Owl Hollow soccer field complex that

          7  will begin construction this Fall with a budget of

          8  ten and a half million dollars.  The park

          9  construction on the landfill itself will begin when

         10  the environmental impact process has been completed.

         11  The Bloomberg Administration has initially committed

         12  $196 million to the development of this park over

         13  the next ten years.

         14                 As we begin the work of implementing

         15  the park plan, we've begun to tackle the various

         16  regulatory and legal hurdles that must be dealt with

         17  to complete the EIS and the ULURP process and that's

         18  why I'm here today.

         19                 The first project, as you may know,

         20  will be to build a road system in the park which is

         21  really the bones of the park. Before any kind of

         22  construction can begin, the Environmental Impact

         23  work and the Uniform Land- Use Review process must

         24  take place.  We have a very ambitious schedule that

         25  calls for all our public approvals to take place by
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          2  the Fall of 2008.  These approvals include the ULURP

          3  certification which deals with all the mapping and

          4  the boundary issues. That certification we need to

          5  complete by Spring 2008.  To complete that

          6  certification we will need to alienate a portion of

          7  Fresh Kills that had already been marked as parkland

          8  50 years ago when Robert Moses first initiated Fresh

          9  Kills.

         10                 There is a 510 acre section that

         11  includes creeks, wetlands and banks on the interior

         12  in the site.  I've submitted a map along with my

         13  testimony if you want to take a look at it.  Any of

         14  the principle routings for the principle road that

         15  will go East/West through this site will pass

         16  through some of this mapped parkland. So oddly

         17  enough, to build Fresh Kills Park we need to

         18  alienate some parkland so that we can build its road

         19  system and provide public access.

         20                 The complicating factor is that right

         21  now we don't know exactly where that road is going

         22  to go or how wide it will be. That's what we're

         23  spending the next six to nine months figuring out

         24  during the environmental impact study process.  Yet

         25  to meet our schedule so that we can begin work on
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          2  park construction, as soon as the EIS and the ULURP

          3  processes are finished we need to have the

          4  alienation legislation during this legislative

          5  session.

          6                 We've come up with an approach that

          7  we think will enable both the park to proceed and

          8  yet ultimately protect the parkland in Fresh Kills.

          9  We've drafted legislation that would alienate a

         10  swath of parkland that's wide enough to accommodate

         11  whatever road we decide to build with a stipulation

         12  that any land not used for the road will revert to

         13  parkland.  We're at the beginning of the process.

         14  I've been to Albany to discuss this with both

         15  Senator Lanza and Assemblyman Cusick.  The draft

         16  bill is being circulated to the appropriate counsels

         17  and parks looks forward to working with this

         18  Committee and Council as we go forward.

         19                 I would be happy to answer any

         20  questions.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  We've also been

         22  joined by Council Member Ignizio who also has a

         23  question.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO:  Thank you

         25  Madame Chairwoman.  Thank you for this opportunity
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          2  to speak on this important issue to Staten Island.

          3  Just a quick question that I have is we require two

          4  separate acts of the legislature for the alienation,

          5  is that correct?

          6                 MS. HIRSH:  You're the expert

          7  Councilman.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO:  Well the

          9  reason why I'm saying is, is it time- lined such

         10  that upon two acts of the legislature that the EIS

         11  would be completed around the same time so it could

         12  proceed on the heels if you will of the EIS?

         13                 MS. HIRSH:  We will be able to

         14  proceed, the initial act of the legislature is what

         15  we need for the ULURP process.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO:  Okay.

         17                 MS. HIRSH:  But as soon as that

         18  process is complete, hopefully by the Fall of 2008,

         19  then we stick the shovels in the ground.

         20                 MS. HIRSH:  Thank you very much and

         21  just on behalf of the people that I represent in

         22  Fresh Kills and all of Staten Island it is our

         23  intention to see not only roads going through to

         24  alleviate some transportation but a massive 2,200

         25  acre park that future generations will enjoy.  So I
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          2  thank you for affording me the time Madame

          3  Chairwoman and I apologize for taking up so much of

          4  your time.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Thank you for your

          6  testimony.

          7                 Jennifer Jones Austin, Family

          8  Services Coordinator for the City of New York.

          9                 MS. JONES AUSTIN:  Good morning.

         10  Good morning Councilman Baez and other Council

         11  Members.  I am Jennifer Jones Austin, Family

         12  Services Coordinator for the City of New York and

         13  I'm joined by Kristen Misner who is the Chief of

         14  Staff to Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services

         15  Linda Gibbs.  Thank you for the opportunity to

         16  testify on behalf of the City in support of New York

         17  State Bill 7834, which seeks to amend the

         18  administrative code of the City of New York to

         19  create a credit for certain childcare services

         20  against New York City personal income taxes.  I want

         21  to begin by thanking the Council for your ongoing

         22  support of a childcare tax credit.

         23                 As you know, Mayor Bloomberg also

         24  included in his agenda to compact poverty a local

         25  childcare tax credit.  The goal of the local
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          2  childcare tax credit is twofold.  The first goal is

          3  to ensure that disadvantage young children do not

          4  miss the enriching experiences that are needed to

          5  develop school readiness skills. The second goal of

          6  the childcare tax credit is to enable low income

          7  parents to maintain stable employment or to enter

          8  the workforce by providing additional financial

          9  support for childcare services.

         10                 This bill will create a refundable

         11  credit against the New York City personal income tax

         12  for childcare expenses paid by families with gross

         13  household incomes up to $30,000 per year. The credit

         14  would be available for a credit of childcare

         15  services for children under the age of four.  For

         16  families with incomes under $25,000, the credit is

         17  equal to 75 percent of the New York State credit.

         18  For families with income between 25,000 and 30,000

         19  the credit declines.  Most families of the estimated

         20  49,000 eligible would receive a credit of up to

         21  $1,000.

         22                 The New York City childcare tax

         23  credit is structured to most effectively target

         24  lower income populations and encourage work, make

         25  work pay, and provide an additional resource for the
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          2  parents of very young children.  Accordingly the

          3  Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable

          4  consideration of this proposal.

          5                 Thank you, we look forward to

          6  answering your questions.

          7                 MS. HIRSH:  Thank you, and thank you

          8  the Administration for all of your support.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Thank you.

         10                 John Gibney, Office of Actuary.

         11                 MR. GIBNEY:  Good morning, my name is

         12  John Gibney. I am an Assistant Deputy Chief Actuary

         13  with the New York City Office of the Actuary.  I am

         14  here on behalf of Robert C. North Jr., New York

         15  City's Chief Actuary and the Chief Actuary for the

         16  New York City Retirement Systems.

         17                 Chairman Baez, Members of the

         18  Committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak on

         19  the proposed legislation before you today.  I would

         20  like to begin with the usual observations of the

         21  Actuary that proposed legislation should be

         22  technically accurate, clear in its intent,

         23  administrable, and consistent with policy

         24  objectives.  With these observations in mind, the

         25  Office of the Actuary has submitted written
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          2  testimony on the following:  SLR 30, SLR 38, SLR 39,

          3  SLR 50, SLR 56, SLR 60, and SLR 62.

          4                 I'll be happy to answer any questions

          5  that you may have and I thank you for the

          6  opportunity to present the testimony here this

          7  morning.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Thank you very

          9  much for your testimony.

         10                 Nadine Felton.

         11                 MS. FELTON:  I'm Nadine Felton, I'm

         12  with the New York City Council Finance Division and

         13  I'm just here to talk a little bit about the Cap

         14  bill and answer any questions and also about another

         15  initiative that the Council has put forward, and

         16  that is the $300 renter credit.

         17                 The Cap bill this year is extremely

         18  important. We've never had a Cap lower than two

         19  percent.  We're doing a zero percent on class share

         20  increase.  The State Law is five percent, no class'

         21  share can increase by more than five percent over

         22  the prior year.  For many years we've reduced that

         23  Cap in order to provide additional tax relief,

         24  particularly to the Class 1 owner, the owner of one,

         25  two and three family homes.  This year it's even
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          2  more important because the Class 1 homeowner is

          3  experiencing an increase both in the class tax rate

          4  as well as assessments.  Zero percent instead of a

          5  five percent Cap will actually knock five percent

          6  off the Class 1's tax bill and will save the average

          7  homeowner almost $160.  So we are very happy that

          8  this is coming forward and urge your support on it.

          9                 What's also unusual about this year

         10  too is that this Cap also benefits the commercial

         11  classes and their tax rate will go down by almost

         12  two percent as a result of this and provide a

         13  substantial savings to the office buildings, retail

         14  stores, factories, the small business as well as the

         15  larger businesses.  So I'm here to answer any

         16  question on that.

         17                 The second piece of legislation is

         18  the renter credit and this is a credit that will

         19  provide $300 off the personal income tax.  It's

         20  refundable so people, even if they don't owe taxes

         21  they'll still get it.  Right know of course we

         22  provide homeowners with a $400 rebate and that's

         23  also being submitted today, the $400 rebate is up

         24  for renewal for three years so that homeowners will

         25  continue to get $400 back from the City as a way to
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          2  offset some of the eighteen and a half percent

          3  increase in taxes that was implemented in 2002.  The

          4  $300 rebate is to also help renters who also

          5  experienced increases in their rents as a result of

          6  higher property taxes, offset some of that increase

          7  as well.  It's targeted to families of a certain

          8  size, individuals earning less than 43,000 would get

          9  the credit up to a household with four people

         10  earning 75,000 or less.  And this income cap will be

         11  subjected to an annual inflater, about three

         12  percent.  Any questions anyone has on that?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Thank you, thank

         14  you Nadine.

         15                 We'll now here from Mike Keogh,

         16  Director of the Finance Division, The City Council.

         17                 MR. KEOGH:  Thank you.  I'm here

         18  today to talk about the preconsidered SLR, which

         19  would allow for the creation within the City of New

         20  York's Budget for a rainy day fund.  This is a fund

         21  that would allow for the City of New York to begin

         22  saving its money.  In years, such as this one, we

         23  have an abundant surplus and to allow us to put that

         24  in a place in the budget so that it could be used

         25  for future years when we did not have as good as
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          2  times to avoid drastic service reductions.  As we

          3  saw in the immediate aftermath of 9/11, in addition

          4  to having to raise taxes, the City had to engage in

          5  severe service reductions that were very painful for

          6  the City which really now we're starting to come out

          7  of that. And we're back to a time where we are

          8  generating record surpluses. However, given the

          9  current state of the State Law, we're required to

         10  account for all of the spending and to basically not

         11  have a balance of funds that we have not allocated

         12  within $100 million. That is a constraint that does

         13  not allow for planning for good times in future

         14  years and when we're not going to necessarily going

         15  to have as good of times that we're having now.  So

         16  this act will in order to achieve it has to be

         17  authorized by State Law, also with the Emergency

         18  Financial Control Act which keeps us on the general

         19  accepted accounting principles track, coming up for

         20  renewal in 2008, it will be important as we plan for

         21  the City's future growth of the next 30 years, how

         22  we're actually going to account for and plan our

         23  finances and the structures that we rely on going

         24  forward, so this act is a first step in doing that

         25  in this direction.
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          2                 I would be happy to answer any

          3  questions.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Vincent

          5  Montalbano, Teamsters Local 237.

          6                 MR. MONTALBANO:  Got to learn how to

          7  do this.  Thank you Madame Chair.

          8                 Members of the Committee, I'm Vincent

          9  Montalbano, I'm representing Local 237 of the

         10  Teamsters in support of SLR 62. SLR 62 would amend

         11  the retirement and social security law in relation

         12  to accidental disability benefits for certain 237

         13  members who were injured in the performance of duty.

         14                 Let me just summarize the memorandum

         15  support you have in front of you.  Here's the basic

         16  issue.  Local 237 represents 6,000 law enforcement

         17  titles.  That's bigger than most municipal police

         18  forces.  These titles are in Health and Hospital

         19  Corporation, Taxi and Limousine inspectors, school

         20  safety agents, CUNY Police Officers, all kinds of

         21  folks who put on a uniform everyday, are asked to

         22  enforce the law without a sidearm, without a firearm

         23  but they are asked to enforce the law, they are

         24  peace officers, and when they enforce the law they

         25  are frequently subject to abuse which frequently
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          2  result in injury.  The legislature is granted, this

          3  kind of disability pension, previously a paramedic,

          4  firefighters, correction officers, some of whom are

          5  not law enforcement officers.  There is no reason

          6  for our members to be treated as second class

          7  citizens.  Absolutely no reason at all. You've been

          8  very gracious in passing this bill several times.

          9  We have a new Governor.  We have legislative

         10  leadership that has always been supportive of this.

         11  We're hopeful that we can get it through this year

         12  and we ask you for your support once again.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Lieutenant Edward

         15  Boles.

         16                 LIEUTENANT BOLES:  Good morning.  I'm

         17  also going to be joined by UFA President Steve

         18  Cassidy.

         19                 MR. CASSIDY:  Thank you.  We're here

         20  in support of SLR 31.  The Uniformed Firefighters

         21  Association representing more than 22,000 active and

         22  retired firefighters and fire marshals strongly

         23  supports this legislation which would credit pension

         24  service for members who served in various uniformed

         25  titles prior to gaining employment with the Fire
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          2  Department of the City of New York.  This time would

          3  be credited toward the minimum period for service

          4  retirement from the Fire Department of the City of

          5  New York.  These members previously transferred

          6  their pension reserves over to the New York City

          7  Fire Pension Fund prior to being allowed to buy

          8  their prior service time back.

          9                 This legislation would supplement

         10  Paragraph 1, Section 12- 144 which was added by

         11  Chapter 498 of the Laws of 2005 which authorized the

         12  New York City Police Pension fund to permit prior

         13  service from a number of uniformed titles to be

         14  taken into consideration in determining when a

         15  member has attained a minimum period for a service

         16  retirement.  This legislation would add those peace

         17  officers defined in Section 2.10 of the Criminal

         18  Procedure Law whose immediate prior service for the

         19  City in the title of sheriff, deputy sheriff,

         20  marshal or district attorney investigator or the

         21  members codified in the aforementioned chapter from

         22  the Uniformed Transit Police Force, the Uniformed

         23  Correction Force, Housing Police Service, and the

         24  Uniformed Force of the Department of Sanitation to

         25  receive this immediate prior service as a credit
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          2  toward a service retirement as well.

          3                 On behalf of our members, we urge

          4  your support in passing this home rule message and

          5  thank you for your time.

          6                 LIEUTENANT BOLES:  Good morning

          7  Committee Chair Baez and Committee Members,

          8  Committee Council Member Addabbo and Council Member

          9  Dilan.  My name is Lieutenant Edward Boles and I'm

         10  speaking on behalf of newly elected President Jack

         11  McDonnell of the Uniformed Fire Officers Association

         12  representing the Lieutenants, Captains, Battalion

         13  Chiefs, Deputy Chiefs, Supervising Fire Marshals,

         14  and Medical Officers of the FDNY.

         15                 First of all I would like to thank

         16  publicly thank Council Member Baez and her staff for

         17  their support and condolences after the tragic fire

         18  that took place last August in the Bronx which

         19  fatally took the lives of two of our own, Lieutenant

         20  Howard Carpluk and Probationary Firefighter Michael

         21  Reilly.  You and your staff were there from day one

         22  lending your assistance. Additionally, I would like

         23  to thank the City Council who was instrumental under

         24  the leadership of Speaker Quinn to introduce and

         25  pass legislation that begins to correct some of the
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          2  flaws in our building code laws that will enable our

          3  members to perform their job more effectively and

          4  safely.

          5                 Today the UFOA, along with the UFA

          6  strongly asks for your support on our home rule bill

          7  SLR 0030.  President Cassidy outlined many of the

          8  reasons why and what this bill really is corrective

          9  legislation beside what Jim Hanley says in regard to

         10  that we're going to have a better pension system

         11  than the Police Department is not really accurate.

         12  What we're doing here is were trying to correctively

         13  introduce legislation that will provide parity for

         14  our members and with the PD pension and our fellow

         15  police officers.

         16                 It is our hope that SLR 30 gains a

         17  home rule message from the State and Fed Legislation

         18  Committee and the entire City Council and the bill

         19  is transmitted to Albany so our members can achieve

         20  the same pension parity as I said before, with

         21  police officers.

         22                 Again, the UFOA is grateful for your

         23  consideration of this home message and I would be

         24  happy to answer any questions you may have on the

         25  bill.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Thank you very

          3  much for your testimony.

          4                 We've also been joined by Council

          5  Member Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  This guy looks

          7  familiar. Anybody know him?

          8                 MR. TRAMONTANO:  Good morning, it's a

          9  pleasure to be here.  Thank you so much for

         10  considering SLR 30 today.  My name is Frank

         11  Tramontano, I'm the Research Director for the

         12  Patrolmen's Benevolent Association and I'm here to

         13  testify about SLR 30, I'm sorry, SLR 60, Senate 3994

         14  and Assembly 6542.

         15                 I'm here just to talk about the

         16  costing that's assigned to this legislation and I

         17  just think that sometimes the course that's done is

         18  not really based on reality.  The cost is done by

         19  the numbers and if you think about this bill this is

         20  a bill that allows retired police officers to come

         21  back and work as teachers.  It allows them to keep

         22  their pension.  The assumption in this bill is that

         23  people would do that normally and give up their

         24  pensions and that just doesn't make sense in

         25  reality.  That's how they did the numbers.  The
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          2  numbers were done in a sense that a retired police

          3  office would give up his pension and start a job in

          4  New York City as a New York City teacher.  That to

          5  me is not based on reality.  The reason why we need

          6  this bill, or the reason why we're supporting this

          7  bill is to allow them to do that because they would

          8  not normally do that.  So if you work on the

          9  assumption that police officers are not going to

         10  give up their pension to come and work as a starting

         11  salary teacher, then the cost of this bill is zero.

         12  So I just wanted to make you aware of that and I

         13  think that's where the reality is with this costing.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Thank you very

         15  much for your testimony.  It's always a pleasure to

         16  see you.

         17                 MR. TRAMONTANO:  Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Patrick J.

         19  Bahukon, Uniformed EMT's and Paramedics --

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Madame Chair

         21   --

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  -- I have

         24  questions for the last witness.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Oh, I'm sorry.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  I'm just

          3  kidding.  It was a perfect chance to bust his chops

          4  and I let it go.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Patrick Bahukon,

          6  Uniformed EMT's and Paramedics.

          7                 MR. BAHUKON:  Good morning Chairwoman

          8  Baez, my  name is Patrick Bahukon, I'm the President

          9  of the Uniform --

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  I'm sorry, can you

         11  just wait one second?

         12                 MR. BAHUKON:  Certainly.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  I apologize.

         14                 I'm sorry, we've been joined by

         15  Council Member Rivera.  You can proceed.

         16                 MR. BAHUKON:  Okay.  Good morning

         17  all, my name is Patrick Bahukon, I'm the President

         18  of the Uniformed EMT's and Paramedics, and I'm here

         19  to speak in support of SLR 56.  What this bill does

         20  is it allows our line of duty widows or widowers to

         21  continue to provide health benefits for them and

         22  their children should one of my members make the

         23  supreme sacrifice.  I heard Commissioner Hanley say

         24  that this is a benefit that is generally reserved

         25  for uniformed members of the department and the
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          2  question that is most glaring for us here is, if my

          3  member dies in the line of duty as has happened

          4  before and will happen again, this happened on

          5  September 11th, it has happened operating at

          6  emergency scenes, it has happened because my members

          7  contract HIV or hepatitis and they have died and

          8  their death is no less than any other employee of

          9  this City.  What should not happen is that there

         10  surviving family members should not have to each

         11  year relive their death by having those scars

         12  reopened by having to file paperwork every year to

         13  preserve their medical benefits.  It is

         14  unconscionable that I should have to come before

         15  anybody and say to anybody that these peoples death

         16  is no less significant than any other employee.  And

         17  I appreciate the Council supporting that.  As far as

         18  the cost, where the actuaries have come in and said

         19  they are opposed to it, this is not a benefit that

         20  people are striving to get, I can assure you.  This

         21  is the last thing in the world that I want my wife

         22  and daughter to have to avail themselves of because

         23  I'll have to be dead and I'd like to stick around.

         24  So for the actuaries to say there is an attached

         25  cost, it is de minimus.  How much does the member
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          2  pay for that cost?  How much does the member

          3  sacrifice for that cost?

          4                 I appreciate the Council supporting

          5  this bill and I appreciate you sending the message

          6  that you stand by the employees that make the

          7  supreme sacrifice.  Thank you very much.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Thank you very

          9  much for your testimony.

         10                 Thank you.  I would like to take this

         11  opportunity to thank everyone for their testimony

         12  here today. This concludes the testimony portion of

         13  this hearing.  The Committee now will be voting on

         14  all bills and I urge all my colleagues to vote yes

         15  to vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member Baez.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Madam Chair,

         22  may I be briefly excused to explain my vote, please?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  I'm sorry, yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  That's okay.

         25  Madam Chair. Thank you very much for the work you've
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          2  done on this Committee, Chair and also to your

          3  staff, I'll be voting yes on all.  I just want to

          4  take a moment as Chair of the Labor Committee to

          5  express my specific support for those items today

          6  that deal with our City workforce.  While I'm

          7  mindful that there may be a price tag involved with

          8  some of these SLRs, I think the costs are far

          9  outweighed by the benefits for our City workforce

         10  and their dedication to the City.  So again, as

         11  Chair of the Labor Committee, I vote, especially yes

         12  on all those that have to do with our City

         13  workforce, our EMS workers, Department of Sanitation

         14  workers, DEP, pruners, climbers, engineers, you know

         15  a lot of our City workforce obviously are very

         16  interested in what we do today, so again I vote yes

         17  on all.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Madam Chair,

         21  may I have a moment to, I guess not explain my vote,

         22  but I guess add my name as a sponsor to some of the

         23  items on today's agenda.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  All right, I

                                                            34

          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2  want to add my name as a sponsor to SLR 7, 30, the

          3  renters tax credit item which I don't see an SLR

          4  number for, SLRs 56 and 60 and on that I vote aye on

          5  the entire package.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By vote of four in

          7  the affirmative and zero in the negative and zero

          8  abstentions, all items have been adopted.

          9                 Members please sign the Committee

         10  Reports.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ:  We will keep the

         13  vote open for a half an hour and this meeting will

         14  be recessed.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         17  McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON:  Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The vote now stands

         20  at five.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Aye on SLR

         22  38, 39, 50, 60, 62, 67 and all the preconsidered

         23  SLRs that are on today's agenda.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  The vote now stands
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          2  at six in the affirmative.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

          4  Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE:  Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Final vote on the

          8  Committee on State and Federal Legislation stands at

          9  seven in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and

         10  zero abstentions.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 11:32 a.m.)
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