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INTRODUCTION 
On October 29, 2018 the Transportation Committee chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold a hearing titled, Oversight of Parking Regulation in New York City.   The hearing will also include Int. No. 206 in relation to pedestrian countdown displays, Int. No. Int. 325 in relation to “rounding up” parking time, Int. No. 334 in relation to an unused muni-meter time mobile application, Int. No. 370 in relation to suspending alternate side parking regulations on Three Kings Day, Int. No. 497 in relation to suspending alternate side parking regulations on Lunar New Year’s Eve, Int. No. 570 in relation to waiving parking violations when a parking sign is illegible, Int. No. 867 in relation to reviewing street widths to reevaluate street traffic flow designations, Int. No. 886 in relation to allowing pet harbors to be placed on sidewalks in front of commercial establishments, Int. No. 928 in relation to the placement of street name signs at intersections, Int. No. 1010 in relation to increasing the penalties for certain commercial vehicles parked overnight on residential streets, Int. No. 1011 in relation to reducing the maximum time commercial vehicles may park, Int. No. 1140 in relation to requiring the department of citywide administrative services to develop an off-hour delivery plan, and Int. No. 1142 in relation to requiring leading pedestrian interval signals at intersections adjacent to hospitals, libraries, schools, and senior centers. The Committee expects to hear testimony from the Department of Transportation (DOT), advocates, and other interested stakeholders. 
BACKGROUND

Parking Regulations

The DOT and the City have broad regulatory authority over the flow of traffic, parking regulations, and the use of streets.
  The City’s parking regulations govern where vehicles can stop, stand and park in the city.   

There are three types of signage that indicate parking rules:

· Parking prohibited signs: permit temporarily picking up or dropping off passengers whether the vehicle is attended or unattended;
·  Standing prohibited signs: indicate that a vehicle cannot stop at the curb, attended or unattended, except for dropping off passengers; and 
·  Stopping prohibited signs: indicate that no one can stop a vehicle for any reason
In general, all of New York City is considered a “Tow Away Zone” under the State’s Vehicle and Traffic law (VTL) and “double parking” is illegal at all times, including when street cleaning is occurring, regardless of location purpose or durations, even if a vehicle is occupied.

It is frequently argued, and studies show, that the lack of enforcement of parking rules can lead to congestion.  Many parking regulations such as alternate side parking (ASP), metered parking, as well as parking restrictions for commercial deliveries and trucks, all play a role vehicle movement.
 
Commercial Vehicles
Curb space is in high demand, not just for residential parking, but for loading and unloading activities.  The recent increase in online shopping has led to an increase in the number of home deliveries.
 In order to regulate curb space, specific parking requirements apply to trucks and commercial vehicles that are transporting goods.
  While trucks and commercial vehicles have distinct definitions, for the purposes of parking, stopping and standing, a truck is considered a commercial vehicle.
  
If a sign reads, “No Standing Except Trucks Loading and Unloading,” no vehicle except a commercial vehicle, or a service vehicle is permitted to stand or park in the area for the purpose of making pickups, deliveries, or service calls, in the area from 35th to 41st Streets between Avenue of Americas and 8th Ave, in Manhattan between 7 am and 7 pm.
  

When parking is not otherwise restricted, commercial vehicles cannot park for more than 3 hours.
  Additionally, commercial vehicles are prohibited from parking on residential streets from 9 pm to 5 am.
  With the exceptions of vehicles owned or operated by heating and gas companies and employees of public utilities.
   If a commercial vehicle violates these provisions, they are subject to a fine of $250 for the first violation and up to $500 for a second violation occurring within six months of the first violation. 
Off-Hour Deliveries
A January 2016 For-Hire Vehicle Transportation Study (“FHV Study”), commissioned by the City in accordance with Local Law 75 of 2015, found that traffic congestion in the Central Business District (CBD) had gotten worse over the preceding five years, with average vehicle speeds falling nearly 10% in the preceding two years.
 The study noted that worsening congestion not only has implications for personal vehicle drivers and taxi/FHV drivers and passengers, but also people who depend on buses, as well as businesses and individuals who rely on the delivery of goods via trucks.
 The 2016 FHV Study asserts that traffic congestion is “significantly affected by how curb space is managed,” noting that “when there is inadequate space at the curb for trucks and delivery vehicles and those vehicles double park, they can remove a full lane or more from traffic service.”
 In 2010, in conjunction with partners in the federal government, academia, and private industry, DOT completed a pilot program in which businesses were offered financial incentives to receive deliveries during overnight hours instead of during the business day.
 According to DOT, trucks making deliveries experienced fewer delays, easier parking, and reduced congestion.
 Further, many of the delivery companies and receiving businesses experienced cost savings, with some businesses using unassisted delivery systems, which allow delivery companies to make deliveries while minimizing the need for the receiving business’s employees to be present by, for example, providing a key to the delivery company to access a designated area of the business to drop off goods.
 In its 2016 Strategic Plan, DOT committed to expanding the use of off-hours deliveries and exploring “opportunities for micro freight distribution centers in highly congested commercial areas” using “curb space now dedicated to commercial loading.”
 Per Local Law 189 of 2017, DOT is required to conduct a study of traffic congestion resulting from truck deliveries in Manhattan below 59th Street and in Downtown Brooklyn, including an analysis of the feasibility and necessity of implementing measures to reduce such congestion. The study was due to the Council by June 30, 2018.  
According to DOT’s 2017 Citywide Mobility Survey, 41% of New Yorkers receive a delivery of some kind to their home at least a few times per week.
   DOT now has a goal of targeting 900 business establishments by the end of 2019.  These off-hour deliveries (OHD) build off the original 2010 pilot and will have businesses work with DOT to rethink their delivery schedules. 

Muni-Meters


DOT is also responsible for managing the city’s on-street parking system, encompassing approximately 85,000 metered parking spaces.
 As of February 2013, all metered spots formerly served by single-space meters have been converted to control by muni-meters.
 Muni-meters are “pay and display” meters, where drivers park in a designated metered space, pay to use the space at a nearby muni-meter, retrieve a receipt from the muni-meter which indicates the time that has been purchased, and display the receipt on the vehicle’s dashboard.
  There are now 13,700 muni-meters in the city.
 

With the conversion to muni-meters, New York City has taken steps to make it easier for drivers to pay for parking. In 2006, the city installed the first muni-meters that accepted credit card payments.
 As a way of keeping up with evolving technology, in December 2016, DOT announced a new mobile app, ParkNYC, which allows drivers to pay for their parking meter rates through the app on their smartphones.
   Drivers get a five minute grace period for parking past the expired parking time on their receipt.
  Otherwise, fines in Manhattan south of 96th Street are $65 for parking in excess of the time allowed or not placing a receipt in the window and $35 elsewhere in the city.
  
The City recently announced that metered parking rates will be increasing throughout the five boroughs with increases taking effect for Brooklyn in September, followed by Manhattan in October, Queens in November and Staten Island and the Bronx in December.
 Most meter rates increased by 25% with higher increases taking effect in the city’s busiest commercial districts.
 In addition to the rate change, the city also created six unique rate zones.
 
       Zoned Pricing
	Location
	Current
	Revised
	Zone

	Manhattan 96th St to 110th St
	$1.00
	$2.50
	M3

	Manhattan 96th St and below
	$3.50
	1st hour: $4, 2nd hour: $6.75
	M2

	Midtown Core/Lower Manhattan
	$3.50
	1st hour: $4.5, 2nd hour: $7.5
	M1

	Outerborough Business Districts
	$1.00
	$2.00
	1

	Neighborhood Retail Districts
	$1.00
	$1.50
	2

	All other metered locations
	$1.00
	$1.25
	3


Source: STREETSBLOG NYC
Alternate Side Parking

The City’s Department of Sanitation (DSNY) works with DOT and the New York Police Department to enforce street cleaning rules, also known as Alternate Side Parking (ASP) rules. According to DOT, some areas of the city have a three-hour restriction on designated days of the week, but the specific times vary throughout the city.
 For example, some streets in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn have street cleaning regulations that are limited to an hour and a half on their designated day. Here is an example of an alternate side parking sign detailing street cleaning regulations:  
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Available parking spaces are often difficult to find in many areas of the city.  ASP is an example of a measure imposed by the City to balance the public good of street cleanliness with inconvenience that some residents may experience. The City has made some concessions by suspending ASP on legal and religious holidays and under emergency circumstances such as severe snow storms.
 The ASP suspension calendar published by DOT indicates that the rules will be suspended for a total of 43 days in 2018.

Parking Violations
Parking rules are regulated by DOT, enforced by NYPD, and fines for violating parking rules are paid to the Department of Finance (DOF).   Parking rules are indicated by street signage. According to DOT, if one or more signs are posted in an area, the more restrictive sign is in effect.
 If a sign is missing on a block the remaining posted signs are the ones in effect and a driver should check the block before parking. 
  DOT’s website includes an interactive map that allows an individual to search, among other things, the parking rules on any street in the city.

Parking fines vary by the violation code, the number of offense, and area of city as some parking violations are higher south of Manhattan’s 96th Street.
  Parking ticket amounts can range from $65 in Manhattan for parking while street cleaning is in effect to $115 for double parking citywide.
  Ticket amounts vary by code violation, the area where the violation took place, and the number of prior offenses.
 If an individual receives a parking fine, they must pay the fine within 30 days or additional fines amounts are added to the penalty depending on the lateness of the payment. 

A person can dispute a parking ticket and DOF’s website indicates several reasons for disputing tickets including if signs are missing, hard to read, or different from what they say on the ticket. A person can submit clear photographs of the entire block from corner to corner. 

In fiscal year 2018, there were 2.7 million parking tickets were issued.
 According to the 2018 Mayor’s Management Report, 63.2 percent of the people who received parking tickets during fiscal year 2018 paid within 90 days.
  DOF recently implemented a “Pay or Dispute” mobile app, which now makes it possible to request a hearing as soon as a summons is received. Additionally, DOF’s website “Hearings by Web” has created a more streamlined process to pay summonses online.   As a result, the number of parking ticket hearings increased from over 900,000 in fiscal year 2017 to 1.1 million in fiscal year 2018.   
Sidewalks and Streets
Street Name Signs

Systemic house numbering and street signs date back to the late 1790s, when street signs were known as “direction boards” and were introduced to create a formal street plan.
  The more familiar, modern rectangular signs were introduced in the 1900s.
  Today, street name signs are green, but some street name signs are brown to display historic districts, because they fit in with the brownstones of the historic areas.
  According to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUNTCD), which provides federal standards for traffic control devices, indicates that, in business or commercial areas and on arterial streets, street name signs should be placed at least on diagonally opposite corners.
 In residential areas, at least one street name sign should be mounted at each intersection.
 Additionally, signs naming both streets should be installed at each intersection and should be mounted with their faces parallel to the streets they name.
  

Traffic Flow and Street Widths
The City accepts requests to change the direction of a street and accepts changes to make traffic on a one-way street flow two-ways and vice-versa
.  Requests for direction changes can be made through a community board.
  In June 2017, Queens Community Board 5 wrote a letter to DOT, requesting a traffic study in Maspeth to determine the feasibility of converting certain, narrow two-way streets to one-way streets.
  DOT undertook this study and in January 2018, issued recommendations that several streets in Maspeth and Woodside be turned into one-way streets.
 Since these are recommendations based on a community request for a traffic study, the recommendations will go through a Community Board 5 public hearing before any actions are implemented.
 

Street design is dictated by the DOT’s Street Design Manual, required by section 19-182.1 of the Administrative Code, which serves as the City’s “comprehensive resource on street design guidelines, policies, and processes” and provides “information on treatments that are allowed and encouraged on New York City streets.”
 The Street Design Manual is a supplement to existing federal and industry standards and guidelines, tailored to the unique characteristics of New York City.
  According to DOT’s design guidelines, the roadway is the portion of the street, designed, enhanced or ordinarily used for vehicle traffic excluding the sidewalk.
 Furthermore, the road should be the minimum width possible, with the minimum number of lanes, which safely and cost-effectively allows for the desired operations.
  Narrower lanes minimize pedestrian crossing distances and encourage safe driving behavior.
  
While the Street Design Manual contains specific design guidelines, policies, and processes, all designs are subject to case-by-case DOT approval “based on established engineering standards and professional judgment, with the safety of all street users being of paramount importance.”
  
Pet Harbors 
According to the New York City Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC), there were approximately 425,000 dogs living as pets in homes throughout the city’s five boroughs.
 A 2015 survey conducted by The Harris Poll found that 95% of all pet owners consider their pets to be part of their families.
  In order for dogs to remain healthy, they need to maintain a proper diet, get regular exercise and grooming, and have routine medical check-ups with veterinarians.
  

In New York City, dogs are required to be licensed with the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.
 They must also be on leash no longer than six feet while being walked,
 unless they are in parks that have dog runs or designated off-leash areas.
 It is also illegal in New York City to take a dog into a restaurant or any other place of business that serves food.
 However, recently enacted New York State legislation allows restaurants with outdoor seating areas to permit owners to take their dogs into those outdoor areas.
 

Some retail businesses in the city have instituted a “no pets allowed” policy unless it’s a service dog. As a result, some pet owners might tie their dogs to a fence or a pole outside of the place of business that they are patronizing.
 This can be unhealthy for pets during extreme weather days when the temperatures can be either very cold or very hot, as it may lead to frostbite and hypothermia in the winter
 or heatstroke in the summer.
 It may also lead to dogs barking excessively, thus creating a disturbance for people on the street.   

Some jurisdictions allow for an “animal harbor” to be placed outside of businesses.
 For a fee, these animal harbors allow potential customers to place their pets in an enclosed, climate-controlled environment for short period of time while they are shopping. Recently, several New York State Thruway Service Areas have allowed travelers to have access to these small animal harbors in places like Ulster County and the Village of Sloatsburg.

Pedestrian Crossings 
Pedestrian Countdown Signals


In 2006, DOT installed New York City’s first pedestrian countdown signal, which displays to pedestrians the number of seconds remaining until the termination of the flashing upraised hand signal.
 A 2011 study conducted by the agency found that countdown signals were effective at preventing pedestrians from getting caught in the middle of a crosswalk when the signal changed.
 As a result of these findings, the city undertook an initiative to install countdown signals at 1,500 major intersections.
 As of January 2017, DOT had installed pedestrian countdown signals at over 7,500 of the city’s 12,800 signalized intersections.
 
In 1988, New York State granted the City the authority to demonstrate the effectiveness of traffic-control signal photo violation-monitoring systems.
 With this authorization the city launched the Red Light Camera program in 1994.
 Since that initial authorization, the State Legislature has extended the program seven times with the next expiration date set for December 2019.
 The program has proven to deter drivers from running through red lights. In 2015, there were 184 red light cameras spread out through 150 intersections in the city.
 Below is a breakdown of where the cameras were situated in 2015: 

[image: image2.emf]
Source: New York City Department of Transportation
According to data from DOT, in 1994 the average camera issued 31.8 notices of liability on a daily basis. That number had dropped to an average of 7.8 notices of liability by 2015, which is a 75% drop during that time span.
 Below is a chart detailing the change in the number of daily notices of liability issued from 1994-2015. 

[image: image3.emf]
Source: New York City Department of Transportation

Leading Pedestrian Interval Signals

Leading pedestrian intervals (LPIs) are pedestrian control signals that display a walk indication for 3 to 7 seconds before vehicles are given the green light and begin to turn.
 This extra time afforded to pedestrians allows them to be more visible to drivers and reduces the potential for conflict between vehicles and pedestrians at an intersection.
 According to the National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO), intersections that utilize LPIs have seen a 60% decrease in pedestrian-vehicle collisions.
 

Under New York City’s Vision Zero initiative, the city installed LPIs at 832 locations in 2017.
 This brings the total number LPIs installed throughout the city to more than 2,400.
 Currently, about 20% of the city’s signalized intersections utilize LPI’s, which has resulted in a significant decline in the number of pedestrian fatalities in 2017.
 While pedestrian fatalities declined in 2017, some reports indicate that fatalities for motorists, motorcyclists and bicyclists rose for three years in a row.
 In an effort to reduce collisions involving bicyclists, DOT launched a pilot program earlier this year that allows cyclists to use LPIs at 50 intersections in Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens.
 The pilot, which was launched in March and concludes in October, will be used by DOT to determine their next steps for increasing safety for cyclists.      

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 206

Section one of Int. No. 206 amends subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-198.  Subdivision a of the new section would define “pedestrian countdown display” as any automated digital reading used in a crosswalk that displays, at the beginning of the flashing upraised hand signal, the number of seconds remaining until the termination of such signal.  Subdivision a would also provide that “traffic-control signal photo violation-monitoring system” has the same definition as that term is defined in section 19-210 of the Administrative Code.  Subdivision b would require the Department of Transportation to install a pedestrian countdown display at any location where a traffic-control signal photo violation-monitoring system is installed.

Section two of Int. No. 206 would provide that this local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 325

Section one of Int. No. 325 amends subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-167.5.  This new section would provide that muni-meter time shall not be required to be purchased where the next unit of time would go beyond the time that muni-meter requirements end at a location, and the prior unit of purchased time shall be automatically rounded up and extended to the time that muni-meter requirements end, with the receipt displaying such end time; provided, however, that this would not apply where no prior units of time have been purchased, or where the time shown on the muni-meter receipt would extend beyond the maximum time allowed to be purchased at such location.  This new section would also define the term “muni-meter” as an electronic parking meter that dispenses timed receipts that must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicle’s dashboard.

Section two of Int. No. 325 would provide that this local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 334

Section one of Int. No. 334 would amend section 19-167.2 of the Administrative Code by amending subdivision a to include a definition of “mobile application” as software designed to run on smartphones and other mobile devices, and adding subdivision c to provide that the Department of Transportation shall allow or create a mobile application that connects individuals for the purpose of exchanging unused parking time.

Section two of Int. No. 334 would provide that this local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 370

Section one of Int. No. 370 would amend subdivision a of section 19-163 of the Administrative Code by adding Three Kings Day to the list of holidays for which alternate side of the street parking rules are suspended.

Section two of Int. No. 370 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 497

Section one of Int. No. 497 would amend subdivision a of section 19-163 of the Administrative Code by adding the day before the Asian Lunar New Year to the list of holidays for which alternate side of the street parking rules are suspended.

Section two of Int. No. 497 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 570

Section one of Int. No. 570 would amend chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-175.6.  Subdivision a of the new section would provide that when a notice of violation is issued to an owner of a vehicle for failure to observe a parking sign that is not sufficiently legible to an ordinarily observant person at the time and place of the alleged violation, such illegibility would constitute an affirmative defense to the notice of violation.  Subdivision b of the new section would provide that the affirmative defense of illegibility is provable through photographic or other suitable evidence as determined by the hearing officer, hearing examiner, or other appropriate adjudicatory authority.

Section two of Int. No. 570 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 867

Section one of Int. No. 867 would amend subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-101.7.  Subdivision a of the new section would define “street traffic flow” as the designation of a street as a one-way street or a two-way street.  Subdivision b of the new section would require that, by December 16, 2019, the Department of Transportation shall conduct a review of each street in the City, taking into account factors that affect traffic flow, such as bike lanes, medians, and parking, as well as traffic volume, and shall determine whether to change the street traffic flow designation.  Subdivision c of the new section would require the Department of Transportation to inform the Council Members and community boards representing affected streets and areas at least 30 days prior to any designation changes made pursuant to this new section.

Section two of Int. No. 867 would provide that this local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 886

Section one of Int. No. 886 would amend section 19-136 of the Administrative Code by adding a new subdivision k.  Paragraph one of the new subdivision would define the term “pet harbor” as an enclosed stationary self-service stand that allows owners to leave their pets unattended, in a safe enclosure for a short period of time.  Paragraph two of the new subdivision would provide that, notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of section 19-136, a pet harbor may be placed on a sidewalk adjacent to any commercial establishment, including those located on streets or locations enumerated in paragraphs five through 28 of subdivision a of section 19-136 and streets or locations added to subdivision a of section 19-136 by local law on or after January 16, 1996, provided that no portion of a pet harbor shall extend further than three feet from the building line, a width of at least nine and one-half feet is maintained on the sidewalk in front of a pet harbor without obstructing pedestrian movement, a pet harbor shall not be bolted to the sidewalk or chained to a lamppost or other street furniture, a pet harbor shall be removed from its location on a sidewalk adjacent to a commercial establishment between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on every day of the week, including Sundays and holidays, and a pet harbor is in compliance with any other law and with any rules promulgated by the commissioner for purposes of protecting the health, safety, convenience and welfare, and to safeguard the interests of the City.  Paragraph three of the new subdivision would provide that no more than two pet harbors may be placed in front of any commercial establishment.  Paragraph four of the new subdivision would provide that, if a pet harbor is placed on the sidewalk in violation of the provisions of the new subdivision, any authorized officer or employee of the Department of Transportation or the Department of Consumer Affairs, or a member of the Police Department is authorized to provide for the removal of such pet harbor, and such pet harbor may be subject to forfeiture upon notice and judicial determination; if a forfeiture hearing is not commenced, the owner or other person lawfully entitled to the possession of such pet harbor may be charged with reasonable costs for removal and storage of the pet harbor, and if a pet harbor is not claimed within 30 days of its removal, it shall be deemed abandoned and sold at public auction.  Paragraph five of the new subdivision would provide that the provisions of subdivision e of section 19-136, and sections 19-149, 19-150, and 19-151 of subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 apply to pet harbors placed on sidewalks.

Section two of Int. No. 886 would provide that this local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law. 

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 928

Section one of Int. No. 928 would amend subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-159.2.  Subdivision a of the new section would define “street name sign” as a sign mounted on a street corner that bears the name of the mapped street that is parallel to such sign.  Subdivision b of the new section would provide that no fewer than two diagonally opposite corners on each street intersection shall have a street name sign for each street installed on such corner.

Section two of Int. No. 928 would provide that this local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1010

Section one of Int. No. 1010 would amend paragraph two of subdivision c of section 19-170 of the Administrative Code by increasing the monetary fines for violations of section 19-170.  A first violation of section 19-170, when the commercial vehicle is a tractor-trailer combination, tractor, truck trailer, or semi-trailer, would be punishable by a monetary fine of $400 instead of the current monetary fine of $250.  Subsequent violations of section 19-170 by the same owner, as defined by the Vehicle and Traffic Law, within a six month period would be punishable by a monetary fine of $800 instead of the current monetary fine of $500.

Section two of Int. No. 1010 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1011

Section one of Int. No. 1011 would amend subdivision a of section 19-170 of the Administrative Code.  This subdivision currently provides that no person shall park a commercial vehicle in excess of three hours.  This section would add that no person shall park a commercial vehicle that is a tractor-trailer combination, tractor, truck trailer or semi-trailer in excess of 90 minutes.

Section two of Int. No. 1011 would provide that this local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1140

Section one of Int. No. 1140 would require the Department of Citywide Administrative Services to develop an off-hour delivery plan.  Subdivision a of this section would define “department” as the Department of Citywide Administrative Services, and would define “off-hour” as the hours between 7:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.  Subdivision b of this section would require, by no later than July 1, 2019, the Department of Citywide Administrative Services to submit to the mayor and the speaker of the Council a plan for receiving off-hour deliveries of goods, supplies, materials and equipment at buildings and facilities under the jurisdiction of such Department, and that in developing this plan such Department shall consider the feasibility of delivery companies to make off-hour deliveries to buildings and facilities under the jurisdiction of such Department, the feasibility of personnel at such buildings and facilities to receive off-hour deliveries, and any other issues related to off-hour deliveries that such Department deems appropriate.

Section two of Int. No. 1140 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1142

Section one of Int. No. 1142 would amend subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-195.1.  Subdivision a of the new section would define “hospital” as a general hospital as defined in the Public Health Law, define “leading pedestrian interval signal” as a pedestrian control signal that displays a walk indication before a green indication for the parallel direction of traffic, define “library” as any branch of the New York, Brooklyn, Queens, or any other public library, define “park” as any park under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks and Recreation, define “school” as any buildings, grounds, facilities, property, or portion thereof in which education instruction is provided to at least 250 students at or below the 12th grade level, and define “senior center” as having the same meaning as in section 21-201 of the Administrative Code.

Subdivision b of the new section would require the Department of Transportation to annually install leading pedestrian interval signals at not less than 400 intersections with traffic control signal indicators that are adjacent to a hospital, library, school, or senior center, until all such intersections have leading pedestrian interval signals, though if fewer than 400 such intersections do not have leading pedestrian interval signals in a given year, the Department of Transportation would be required to install such signals at all such intersections in such year.

Section two would provide that this local law takes effect January 1, 2020

	Int. No. 206

 

By Council Members Matteo and Brannan

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to pedestrian countdown displays

 Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

                     Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-198 to read as follows:

                     § 19-198 Pedestrian countdown displays. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:

Pedestrian countdown display. The term “pedestrian countdown display” means any automated digital reading used in a crosswalk that displays, at the beginning of the flashing upraised hand signal, the number of seconds remaining until the termination of such signal.

                     Traffic-control signal photo violation-monitoring system. The term “traffic-control signal photo violation-monitoring system” has the same meaning as in section 19-210.

                     b. The department shall install a pedestrian countdown display at any such location where a traffic-control signal photo violation-monitoring system is installed.

                     § 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 325
By Council Member Rodriguez
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to “rounding up” parking time.
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-167.5 to read as follows:
                     §19-167.5 “Rounding up” muni-meter time.  Muni-meter time shall not be required to be purchased where the next unit of time would go beyond the time that muni-meter requirements end at a location, wherein the prior unit of purchased time shall be automatically rounded up and extend to the time that muni-meter requirements end, with the receipt displaying such end time; provided, however, this section shall not apply where no prior units of time have been purchased, or where the time shown on the muni-meter receipt would extend being the maximum time allowed to be purchased at such location as denoted by sign.  For the purposes of this section, the term "muni-meter" shall mean an electronic parking meter that dispenses timed receipts that must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicle's dashboard.
§ 2.  This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 334
By Council Member Rodriguez
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an unused muni-meter time mobile application
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Section 19-167.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by amending subdivision a and by adding new subdivision c to read as follows:
a.                     For the purposes of this section[,the term]:
“mobile application” shall mean software designed to run on smartphones and other mobile devices.
“muni-meter” shall mean an electronic parking meter that dispenses timed receipts that must be displayed in a conspicuous place on a vehicles dashboard.
c. The department shall allow or create a mobile application that connects individuals for the purpose of exchanging unused parking time.
§2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 370
 
By Council Members Salamanca, Holden, Diaz, Menchaca, Dromm, Koo, Reynoso, Adams, Cabrera, Deutsch, Miller, Lander, Rivera, Powers, Ayala and Grodenchik
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to suspending alternate side parking regulations on Three Kings Day
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-163 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
§ 19-163 Holiday suspensions of parking rules. a. All alternate side of the street parking rules shall be suspended on the following holidays: Christmas, Yom Kippur, Rosh Hashanah, Ash Wednesday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Ascension Thursday, Feast of the Assumption, Feast of All Saints, Feast of the Immaculate Conception, first two days of Succoth, Shemini Atzareth, Simchas Torah, Shevuoth, Purim, Orthodox Holy Thursday, Orthodox Good Friday, first two and last two days of Passover, the Muslim holidays of Eid Ul-Fitr and Eid Ul-Adha, Asian Lunar New Year, the Hindu festival of Diwali on the day that Lakshmi Puja is observed, Three Kings Day, and all state and national holidays.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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	Int. No. 497
 
By Council Members Koo, Chin, Yeger, Holden and Salamanca
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to suspending alternate side parking regulations on Lunar New Year’s Eve
 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-163 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
§ 19-163 Holiday suspensions of parking rules. a. All alternate side of the  street  parking  rules  shall  be  suspended  on  the  following  holidays:    Christmas,  Yom  Kippur, Rosh Hashanah, Ash Wednesday, Holy  Thursday, Good Friday, Ascension  Thursday,  Feast  of  the  Assumption,  Feast  of All Saints, Feast of the Immaculate Conception, first two days of Succoth, Shemini Atzareth, Simchas Torah, Shevuoth,  Purim,  Orthodox  Holy  Thursday,  Orthodox  Good  Friday,  first two and last two days of  Passover, the Muslim holidays of Eid  Ul-Fitr  and  Eid  Ul-Adha, the day before the Asian Lunar New Year, Asian  Lunar  New  Year,  the  Hindu festival of Diwali on the day that Lakshmi Puja is observed, and all state and national holidays.
§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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	Int. No. 570
 
By Council Members Treyger and Holden
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to waiving parking violations when a parking sign is illegible
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-175.6 to read as follows:
§ 19-175.6 Illegible parking signs. a. Notwithstanding any rule or regulation to the contrary, when a notice of violation is issued to an owner of a vehicle for failure to observe a parking sign that is not sufficiently legible to an ordinarily observant person at the time and place of the alleged violation, such illegibility constitutes an affirmative defense to the notice of violation.
b. The affirmative defense of illegibility is provable through photographic or other suitable evidence as determined by the hearing officer, hearing examiner, or other appropriate adjudicatory authority.
                     § 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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	Int. No. 867
 
By Council Member Adams
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reviewing street widths to reevaluate street traffic flow designations.
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-101.7 to read as follows:
§19-101.7 Review of street widths and reevaluation of street traffic flow designations. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Street traffic flow. The term “street traffic flow” means the designation of a street as a one-way street or two-way street.
b. By December 16, 2019, the department shall conduct a review of each street in the city, taking into account factors that affect traffic flow, such as bike lanes, medians, and parking, as well as traffic volume, and shall determine whether to change the street traffic flow designation.
c. The department shall inform the council members and community boards of affected streets and areas at least 30 days prior to any such designation changes made pursuant to this section.
§2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 886
 
By Council Members Espinal, Levin, Cornegy, Torres, Moya, Constantinides, Levine, Reynoso, Ayala, Powers, Holden, Grodenchik, Koslowitz, Miller, Richards, Brannan, Maisel and Ulrich
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing pet harbors to be placed on sidewalks in front of commercial establishments
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Section 19-136 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new subdivision k to read as follows:
k. Pet harbors. 1. For purposes of this subdivision, the term “pet harbor” means an enclosed stationary self-service stand that allows owners to leave their pets unattended, in a safe enclosure for a short period of time.
2. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of this section, a pet harbor may be placed on a sidewalk adjacent to any commercial establishment, including those located on particular streets or in particular locations enumerated in paragraphs five through twenty-eight of subdivision a of this section and any particular streets or locations added to subdivision a of this section by local law on or after January 16, 1996, provided that (i) no portion of a pet harbor shall extend further than 3 feet from the building line; (ii) a width of at least nine and one-half feet is maintained on the sidewalk in front of a pet harbor without obstructing pedestrian movement; (iii) a pet harbor shall not be bolted to the sidewalk or chained to a lamppost or other street furniture; (iv) a pet harbor shall be removed from its location on a sidewalk adjacent to a commercial establishment between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on every day of the week, including Sundays and holidays; and (v) a pet harbor is in compliance with any other law and with any rules promulgated by the commissioner for purposes of protecting the health, safety, convenience and welfare, and to safeguard the interests of the city.
3. No more than two pet harbors may be placed in front of any commercial establishment.
4. If a pet harbor is placed on the sidewalk in violation of the provisions of this subdivision, any authorized officer or employee of the department or the department of consumer affairs, or member of the police department, is authorized to provide for the removal of such pet harbor to any garage, automobile pound or other place of safety, and such pet harbor may be subject to forfeiture upon notice and judicial determination. If a forfeiture hearing is not commenced, the owner or other person lawfully entitled to the possession of such pet harbor may be charged with reasonable costs for removal and storage payable prior to the release of such pet harbor; provided, however, that a pet harbor that is not claimed within thirty days after its removal shall be deemed to be abandoned and may be sold at a public auction after having been advertised in the City Record, the proceeds thereof being paid into the general fund or such unclaimed pet harbor may be used or converted for use by the department or by another city agency or by a not-for-profit corporation.
5. The provisions of subdivision e of this section and sections 19-149, 19-150 and 19-151 of this subchapter shall apply to pet harbors placed on sidewalks.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 928
By Council Member Adams
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the placement of street name signs at intersections
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
                     Section 1. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-159.2 to read as follows:
§ 19-159.2 Placement of street name signs. a. For the purposes of this section:
Street name sign. The term “street name sign” means a sign mounted on a street corner that bears the name of a mapped street that is parallel to such sign.
b. No fewer than two diagonally opposite corners on each street intersection shall have a street name sign for each street installed on such corner.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 1010
 
By Council Members Miller, Constantinides, Richards, Adams, Koslowitz, Holden, Vallone, Ampry-Samuel, Rose, Gjonaj, Salamanca, Lancman, Dromm, Koo, Barron, Diaz, Deutsch, Gibson, Maisel, Rivera, Cabrera, Van Bramer, Ayala, Kallos, Brannan, King, Chin, Moya, Grodenchik, Rosenthal, Borelli and Ulrich
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing the penalties for certain commercial vehicles parked overnight on residential streets
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Paragraph 2 of subdivision c of section 19-170 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by chapter 458 for the year 2010, is amended to read as follows:
2. A first violation of this section, when the commercial vehicle is a tractor-trailer combination, tractor, truck trailer or semi-trailer, shall be punishable by a monetary fine of [two hundred fifty dollars] $400. Any such subsequent violation of this section by the same owner, as defined in paragraph a of subdivision one of section two hundred thirty-nine of the vehicle and traffic law, within a six month period shall be punishable by a monetary fine of [five hundred dollars] $800.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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	Int. No. 1011
 

By Council Members Miller, Richards, Adams, Koslowitz, Constantinides, Yeger, Holden, Vallone, Grodenchik, Rose, Gjonaj, Salamanca, Lancman, Dromm, Koo, Barron, Cohen, Deutsch, Gibson, Maisel, Rivera, Cabrera, Van Bramer, Ayala, Kallos, Brannan, King, Chin, Moya, Rosenthal, Borelli and Ulrich
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reducing the maximum time commercial vehicles may park
 

 Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-170 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law 25 of 1988 and amended by chapter 458 of the laws of 2010, is amended to read as follows:
a.   When parking is not otherwise restricted, no person shall park a commercial vehicle in excess of three hours, except that if the commercial vehicle is a tractor-trailer combination, tractor, truck trailer or semi-trailer, no person shall park such vehicle in excess of 90 minutes. For purposes of this section, the term commercial vehicle shall mean a motor vehicle designed, maintained, or used primarily for the transportation of property.
                        § 2.  This local law takes effect in 120 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 1140
 
By Council Members Constantinides, Rodriguez, Levin, Levine and Rosenthal
 
A Local Law in relation to requiring the department of citywide administrative services to develop an off-hour delivery plan
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
                     Section 1. Off-hour delivery plan. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Department. The term “department” means the department of citywide administrative services.
Off-hour. The term “off-hour” means the hours between 7 p.m. and 6 a.m.
b. No later than July 1, 2019, the department shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a plan for receiving off-hour deliveries of goods, supplies, materials and equipment at buildings and facilities under the jurisdiction of the department. In developing such plan, the department shall consider the following:
1. The feasibility of delivery companies to make off-hour deliveries to buildings and facilities under the jurisdiction of the department;
2. The feasibility of personnel at buildings and facilities under the jurisdiction of the department to receive off-hour deliveries; and
3. Any other issues related to off-hour deliveries that the department deems appropriate.
                     § 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
MHL
LS #5124
10/12/18


	Int. No. 1142
 
 By Council Members Constantinides, Vallone, Dromm, Miller, Levin, Rosenthal and Ampry-Samuel
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring leading pedestrian interval signals at intersections adjacent to hospitals, libraries, schools, and senior centers
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-195.1 to read as follows:
§ 19-195.1 Leading pedestrian interval signals. a. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings.
1. “Hospital” means a general hospital as defined in section twenty-eight hundred one of the public health law.
2. “Leading pedestrian interval signal” means a pedestrian control signal that displays a walk indication before a green indication for the parallel direction of traffic.
3. “Library” means any branch of the New York public library, the Brooklyn public library, the Queens public library, or any other public library.
4. "Park" means any park under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation.
5. “School” means any buildings, grounds, facilities, property, or portion thereof in which educational instruction is provided to at least 250 students at or below the twelfth grade level.
6. "Senior center" has the same meaning as in section 21-201 of the code.
b. The department shall annually install leading pedestrian interval signals at not less than four hundred intersections with traffic control signal indicators that are adjacent to a hospital, library, school, or senior center, until all such intersections have leading pedestrian interval signals, however, if fewer than four hundred intersections with traffic control signal indicators that are adjacent to a hospital, library, school, or senior center do not have leading pedestrian interval signals in a given year, the department shall install such signals at all such intersections in such year.
§ 2. This local law takes effect January 1, 2020.
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