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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Today in the

          3  ceremonials we only have one, because we're that

          4  excited, we wanted to make sure all the attention

          5  was on Council Member Addabbo and this great group

          6  of very accomplished young people that he's brought

          7  today to be recognized at the City Council. So, let

          8  me turn the mic over to Council Member Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Madam

         10  Speaker, thank you very much. Colleagues and guests,

         11  thank you very much for being here, and I'd like to

         12  welcome back to City Hall here, again, to

         13  acknowledge one of the finest high schools in New

         14  York City, Archbishop Molloy High School. Back in

         15  2004, this bowling team was here as Citywide champs,

         16  both Varsity and Junior Varsity, and once again --

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Ramon Martinez is an

         18  alum.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Ramon

         20  Martinez. Well, it's still one of the finest schools

         21  in New York City. But, once again, this school,

         22  again, as far as academic excellence is noted as

         23  well, but their athletic success, as well, but once

         24  again, this bowling team is the Citywide champ both

         25  Varsity and Junior Varsity. So, I'd like to welcome
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          2  them up right now. The Citywide champs for New York

          3  bowling, New York City bowling, Archbishop Malloy

          4  High School, both Varsity and Junior Varsity,

          5  coached by Vinnie Leonardi.

          6                 Coach.

          7                 COACH LEONARDI: Thank you very much,

          8  everybody. We would like to present, Ms. Quinn,

          9  bowling pins from our JV and Varsity team signed and

         10  we want to thank you very much for this

         11  proclamation.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         13                 PARTICIPANT: On behalf of the

         14  Archbishop Molloy Bowling Team, we would like to

         15  thank the City Council for this prestigious award.

         16                 PARTICIPANT: I'd also like to thank

         17  Madam Speaker Quinn and Council Member Addabbo.

         18  Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Anybody else on the

         20  team want to say anything? No. All right, well, you

         21  can think about whether you want to say anything

         22  while the clerk read the proclamation.

         23                 Look, this is Ramon Martinez, our

         24  First Deputy Chief of Staff who is an alum of

         25  Archbishop Molloy, so it should be -- I was going to
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          2  say it should be an inspiration to all of you, but

          3  you know, he should be. We're just making fun of him

          4  at your expense.

          5                 If the clerk could please read the

          6  proclamation.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

          8  New York, Proclamation.

          9                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to honor the

         11  Archbishop Molloy High School Varsity and Junior

         12  Varsity Bowling Teams for their outstanding 2006

         13  season; and

         14                 Whereas: Sports are often an

         15  essential part of our youth and teach us important

         16  lessons in life: from the baseball diamond to the

         17  bowling alley, participating in sports helps us

         18  develop into more well-rounded individuals, and

         19  instills in us the ideas of fair play, cooperation

         20  and team spirit that help us succeed in all other

         21  fields of endeavor; and

         22                 Whereas: Today, we honor all the

         23  students athletes on the Archbishop Molloy Varsity

         24  and Junior Varsity Bowling Teams, a group of

         25  individuals who, with great termination, focus and

                                                            7

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  talent, have achieved great success in during the

          3  2006 season; and

          4                 Whereas: The Varsity Team finished

          5  its regular season in first place and won the first

          6  round of the Brooklyn/Queens championship in a

          7  victory over Xavarian. It also defeated Iona Prep in

          8  the City Championship round, and St. Francis Prep

          9  and Xavier in the Championship round; and

         10                 Whereas: The Junior Varsity Team

         11  enjoyed an equally successful season, finishing

         12  second place in the regular season. It later went on

         13  to beat St. Francis Prep and Xavarian in the

         14  Brooklyn/Queens championship, Fordham in the City

         15  Championship round, and Xavier in the Championship

         16  round; and

         17                 Whereas: The student players of the

         18  Archbishop Molloy High School Varsity and Junior

         19  Varsity Bowling Teams have demonstrated great heart,

         20  mental toughness and the competitive spirit of real

         21  champions; they have enriched us with their presence

         22  and achievements, and are worthy of the esteem of

         23  all New Yorkers; now, therefore

         24                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York honors THE ARCHBISHOP MOLLOY HIGH
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          2  SCHOOL VARSITY AND JUNIOR VARSITY BOWLING TEAMS,

          3  signed this 28th day of March in the year Two

          4  Thousand and Seven, Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for

          5  the Entire Council; Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr., Council

          6  Member, 32nd District.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Ignizio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         13  Ma'am.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The

         15  invocation will be delivered by the Reverend Susan

         16  Johnson Cook.

         17                 REVEREND COOK: Our ancient leader

         18  said "To whom much is given, much is required." In

         19  that spirit may we pray.

         20                 We thank You for this beautiful day

         21  Your hands have made;

         22                 We thank you for the Speaker of this

         23  Council, all 51 members and all the work that they

         24  do; may they draft and abide by the laws of the City

         25  of New York; may they work with integrity; may they
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          2  bring joy and fairness and justice to our City.

          3                 We thank You on behalf of the people

          4  of the City of New York, and we ask Your blessings

          5  this day for this meeting and the work ahead, for it

          6  is in Your name that we pray. Amen.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          8  the Minutes.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: We need to spread the

         10  Invocation.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, I'm

         12  sorry.

         13                 Council Member Dickens, could you

         14  spread the Invocation? Forgive me.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Motion to

         16  spread the Invocation by Dr. Cook upon the record.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         18                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: If I could ask my

         20  colleagues to just stand for a moment, please.

         21                 First I want to thank Dr. Cook very

         22  much for being with us today. She is someone who I

         23  know has been a real emotional and spiritual support

         24  to myself, to Council Member Dickens, to Carey

         25  Mobely (phonetic) and many members of our staff. So,
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          2  I was just thrilled to hear she was going to be

          3  giving our Invocation today. Thank you so much.

          4                 I've asked folks to stand for a

          5  Moment of Silence, because we need to note the

          6  passing of three individuals. We have not lost any

          7  members of our armed services since our last Stated

          8  Meeting, but sadly there was a loss to the Council

          9  family, Council Member Kendall Stewart's mother,

         10  Mrs. Milicent Stewart passed away. Kendall is not

         11  here because he is with his family following up on

         12  burying his mother and the other matters that need

         13  to be taken care of, but if folks would like

         14  information about where they could send condolences

         15  to the members of Kendall's family, please just ask

         16  my office.

         17                 Also, I think as many folks know, two

         18  volunteers in our City's uniformed auxiliary police

         19  force were brutally murdered on March 14th in

         20  Greenwich Village in my district. Nicholas Pecararo,

         21  who was 28 and Eugene Marshalik who was 19. They

         22  were both killed after following a killer who had

         23  just fired 15 bullets and shot and killed a pizzeria

         24  employee, Alfred Romero.

         25                 The two auxiliary officers responded
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          2  to a call of shots fired and followed the killer to

          3  make sure he did not escape. But the unarmed

          4  officers were easy targets when the killer turned

          5  back and chased each one of them down and shot them

          6  at close range.

          7                 Nicholas Pecararo was a writer,

          8  awaiting publication of his first book. He was

          9  currently working as a book seller in the industry

         10  he loved.

         11                 Eugene Marshalik had emigrated with

         12  his family from Russia in 1993. He was a graduate of

         13  Stuyvesant High School, and was currently a student

         14  at NYU. He joined the auxiliary police force after

         15  deciding he wanted to be a prosecutor in the City of

         16  New York. Both men were committed to helping keep

         17  our streets of our City safe.

         18                 Nicholas and Eugene were the first

         19  auxiliary officers killed since 1993, and the sixth

         20  and seventh to die in the line of duty. They

         21  received full police honors at their funeral.

         22                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Madam

         24  Public Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to
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          2  adopt the minutes by Council Member Garodnick.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Madam

          4  Public Advocate, I move that the minutes of the

          5  Stated Meeting of February 28, 2007, be adopted as

          6  printed.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         11  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 572. Submitting the

         13  name Derrick Davis for Kings County Democratic

         14  Commission of Elections.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         16  Elections.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 573 on page 1

         18  through M 585 on page 3. Applications for new

         19  renewal and ownership changes, base station

         20  licenses.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         22                 Petitions and Communications.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Land Use Call-Ups.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 586.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we could ask for a

          3  roll call now on all the coupled Land Use Call-Ups.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: I vote aye, and

         12  I'm requesting permission to vote aye on all Land

         13  Use Call-Ups and permission to vote aye on all

         14  coupled General Orders, please?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Permission to

          6  vote on the Call-Up, and I vote aye.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: I vote aye
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          2  on all Land Use Call-Ups, and with permission, I

          3  vote aye on all coupled General Orders. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, I vote aye on Land Use Call-Ups, and would

         16  ask consent to vote aye on all matters coupled on

         17  the General Orders calendar.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         15  all Land Use orders. I vote aye on all Land Use

         16  orders and with permission, would like to vote aye

         17  on all coupled General Orders.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         24  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 41 in the

         25  affirmative, zero in the negative.
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          2                 Communication from the Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Before I

          4  speak about the legislation we're passing today, I

          5  just want to make a couple of other recognitions.

          6                 First, this morning there was a

          7  meeting and an event at Brooklyn Borough Hall. The

          8  Brooklyn Borough President had an event with his

          9  Women's Leadership Initiative earlier today and

         10  members of his Women's Leadership Initiative are

         11  with us in the Chambers today. We wanted to

         12  recognize their presence with us. If those in the

         13  balcony would like to stand up so we could recognize

         14  them.

         15                 And Council Member Jackson also has a

         16  group of students from Good Shepherd Services

         17  visiting City Hall today and we want to recognize

         18  those folks, if they want to stand up and be

         19  recognized.

         20                 I also want to remind folks that the

         21  Council's Women Events is tonight at 5:30, and all

         22  women and men are invited to that, so we hope folks

         23  can attend. Oh, it's tomorrow night. It's tomorrow

         24  night. I apologize. The men are invited tonight, the

         25  women tomorrow. No, it's tomorrow night, and all are
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          2  invited tomorrow. So, please come.

          3                 I also, and just if I can ask again

          4  for a little quiet in the room. I'm asking for quiet

          5  because I think this is very important, that

          6  tomorrow in Washington, D.C. the surviving members

          7  of the Tuskeegy airmen, including five airmen who

          8  are lucky enough to live in Harlem in Council Member

          9  Dickens's district, will receive the Congressional

         10  Medal of Honor.

         11                 At one time there were 994 Tuskeegy

         12  airmen who served during World War II. Today the

         13  surviving number is around 250. They're receiving

         14  this great honor, not just for their valor in

         15  battle, but also for really setting aside and

         16  proving wrong the prevailing attitude at that time

         17  and that attitude was that black Americans in this

         18  country, and especially in the military weren't up

         19  to the level of service, and these men showed that

         20  they were more than up to the level of service and

         21  in their valor and their bravery, and their

         22  commitment and their courage, they not only showed

         23  that they were up to the level of service, they

         24  really took an important step forward in showing how

         25  wrong and unjust and immoral discrimination is in
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          2  our world, but particularly in our country. And I

          3  think it doesn't go too far to say that if there

          4  hadn't been the Tuskeegy airmen, and they hadn't

          5  really shown how wrong a segregated military was,

          6  there might never have been a civil rights movement

          7  in this country that was as effective as it was in

          8  the sixties and seventies.

          9                 So, I want to thank Inez Dickens for

         10  making sure this important moment was noted on the

         11  Council's record, and I want to call on her for a

         12  minute to make some comments.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you so

         14  much, Madam Speaker.

         15                 It gives me great pleasure to

         16  recognize and honor the Tuskeegy airmen on this day

         17  when they receive the highest honor that will be

         18  bestowed upon any American citizen, military or

         19  civilian.

         20                 My great friend, and a veteran

         21  himself, Chairman Charles Rengal, has introduced

         22  this legislation. Against all odds and prejudices,

         23  the Tuskeegy airmen underwent the rigorous training

         24  of American fighter pilots at a time when blacks

         25  were not considered to have the same skills and
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          2  abilities as others.

          3                 These courageous men displayed skill

          4  and integrity without training that underestimated

          5  and belittled them as soldiers and as men. And at a

          6  time when racism was rampant in America, these men

          7  faced down stereotypes and bigots alike.

          8                 I would like to specially recognize

          9  the five airmen that live in my New York City

         10  Council district on this, their day tomorrow, of

         11  glory. Mr. Wilford Defore, Joseph Spooner, Davny

         12  Montgomery, Dr. Roscoe C. Brown, and my great friend

         13  and Harlem's mentor, the honorable Percy Ellis

         14  Sutton. All of these men built upon their service

         15  and experience as discriminated men in the military

         16  to become pillars of Congressman Rengal's and my

         17  community. I am grateful to have known them all, and

         18  to have learned from them in my life.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

         21  Member Dickens.

         22                 I also want to note that today is

         23  Sual Chen of the New York Times, is his last day as

         24  a member of Room 9 and the City Hall Press Corps. He

         25  is moving on, I would never say to bigger and better
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          2  things, because that would be hard to say if you

          3  leave this building, but he's moving on to new

          4  challenges of overseeing and running a big New York

          5  Times web internet project where he promised me that

          6  Council testimony and hearings and back and forth

          7  would be highly publicized on their web page. But we

          8  want to thank Sual for the time he spent with us.

          9                 I also want to note that Sual is a

         10  New Yorker through and through, he grew up in

         11  Flushing, the son of immigrants. He's a product of

         12  the public schools, having gone to Hunter College

         13  High School and then gone on to a little institution

         14  known as Harvard. And we will miss Sual very much at

         15  City Hall. I want to thank him. He is a reporter who

         16  always, when he writes a story, makes sure he's

         17  incredibly thorough and gets every detail, and I

         18  want to thank him for that. And I think we will all

         19  miss his typing during the prestated press

         20  conferences. So, best of luck, Sual. And he lives on

         21  the West Side. So, thank you. Best of luck, Sual.

         22                 And I just want to make one more

         23  announcement before we move on to talk about

         24  legislation. It is Police Officer Ray Haselvic's

         25  birthday, so we want to all say happy birthday to
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          2  Ray over there. The best gift you could ever buy Ray

          3  is a cup of coffee. He has a caffeine addiction, so

          4  if people are thinking about a gift, you can get him

          5  a Dunkin Donuts gift certificate.

          6                 Onto the business we are voting on

          7  today, today we're voting on five pieces of

          8  legislation that have been passed through the

          9  Housing and Buildings Committee, which is an

         10  accomplishment for any committee to pass five pieces

         11  of legislation for one Stated Meeting, nonetheless a

         12  Committee that's chaired by a man who just got

         13  married and went on his honeymoon.

         14                 So, we want to thank Erik for not

         15  slowing down one bit, even though he's been a little

         16  bit busy.

         17                 Three pieces of legislation that Erik

         18  passed in his Committee relate to scaffolding

         19  safety, and they take important steps forward to

         20  make sure that workers who work on suspending

         21  scaffolding are safe.

         22                 And they put in place these bills

         23  important safeguards to make sure that when

         24  suspended scaffolding is used it is inspected on a

         25  daily basis. In all five of our boroughs these
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          2  inspections will occur from Staten Island to the

          3  Bronx. It also make sure that those who are using

          4  the suspended scaffolding notify the Department of

          5  Buildings so the Department of Buildings knows where

          6  to go and check and look for these suspended

          7  scaffoldings.

          8                 It also says we're serious about

          9  protecting workers because we're going to strengthen

         10  and increase fines and strengthen and toughen the

         11  penalties.

         12                 We're also voting today on two pieces

         13  of legislation relating to Mitchell-Lama co-ops and

         14  condos. We all know there is a tremendous housing

         15  crisis in the City of New York, and that that crisis

         16  is manifested in part through the number of

         17  Mitchell-Lamas which are buying out of the

         18  Mitchell-Lama program. These two bills will create

         19  incentives that we hope will keep Mitchell-Lama

         20  co-ops and condos in the program. One bill will

         21  allow co-ops and condos which have an assessed value

         22  of over 40,000, they previously had been prohibited

         23  from getting J-51 tax benefits. We're now going to

         24  say they can get J-51 tax benefits as long as they

         25  stay in the Mitchell-Lama program for 15 additional
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          2  years.

          3                 We're also going to allow

          4  Mitchell-Lama co-ops and condos that have subsidized

          5  governmental loans to access J-51. That had been

          6  prohibited in the past.

          7                 We're now going to say you can have J

          8  51 and have these loans as long as you stay in

          9  Mitchell-Lama for 15 more years. We hope these two

         10  initiatives together will help preserve more

         11  Mitchell-Lama units in our City.

         12                 I want to before I call on the Chair

         13  on all five pieces of legislation, thank Mayor

         14  Bloomberg and his staff, the three scaffolding bills

         15  come out of the Mayor's scaffolding safety task

         16  force which was pulled together after there was a

         17  series of very serious and tragic accidents at work

         18  sites, and the Mitchell-Lama bills also came at the

         19  request of the Mayor for good ideas from the City's

         20  Department of Housing Preservation and Development,

         21  I think it was a great example of how the Council

         22  and the Administration worked together to protect

         23  New Yorkers and make their lives better and easier,

         24  and I want to call on the Chair of our Housing

         25  Committee, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

          3  Madam Speaker. Just very briefly, I won't go into

          4  explanations of the bills, because you did such a

          5  thorough job, but I just want to briefly say that

          6  just speaking on the J-51 bills, the Mitchell-Lama

          7  bills, I think it's an important step, because we

          8  see more and more now-a-days that Mitchell-Lamas are

          9  opting out of the program and going private and

         10  turning these once affordable instruments into

         11  luxury housing. All these two bills basically say is

         12  that if you want to opt out, you can't do it on a

         13  public dime. So, if you want to opt out, you have to

         14  rehab and fix all of your buildings on your own

         15  dollar, the public is not going to subsidize it

         16  anymore.

         17                 And then in turn what we did was say,

         18  for any of the other categories that weren't

         19  eligible for J-51 but wanted to stay in the

         20  Mitchell-Lama Program, we gave them extra leeway to

         21  stay in the program, and as long as they signed up

         22  for another 15 years in the Mitchell-Lama program,

         23  the State, the Administration and this Council

         24  thought that it was a good idea that they receive

         25  the J-51 tax benefit to renovate their building. We
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          2  would hope that as many Mitchall-Lamas as possible

          3  would take advantage of this to rehab their

          4  buildings, and we hope that many of them stay in the

          5  program, keep their units affordable. But clearly,

          6  much more needs to be done to save affordable

          7  Mitchell-Lama units and I'm sure that's a big

          8  concern to the rest of my colleagues.

          9                 On suspended scaffolding, again, this

         10  is something that very much needed to be done in

         11  light of all the accidents that have happened in

         12  construction-related suspended scaffolding

         13  incidents. I think this bill will be kind to the

         14  immigration population in the City of New York to

         15  make sure they're not just discarded once they're

         16  injured, that they will have some sort of

         17  protection. Again, it will increase fines for people

         18  who do not use these technical thing called the C

         19  hook. I guess that's how they hang the suspended

         20  scaffolds onto the top of the building. It would

         21  create a permitting system, whereas any time you use

         22  this in the City of New York now you had to pay a

         23  $35 notification fee to the Department of Buildings,

         24  and there would be civil penalties, actually, if you

         25  didn't do it.
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          2                 And the reason why this permitting

          3  fee was important is because it will fund the

          4  suspended scaffolding task force, which is going to

          5  review for DOB and for the City of New York the

          6  ongoing operations of these suspended scaffolding

          7  uses in the City to make sure that we improve safety

          8  on this part of this industry and we minimize

          9  accidents going forward, and I want to give the

         10  Commissioner of Buildings and the Administration

         11  credit here for being proactive and not waiting for

         12  any more deaths to happen before we take action.

         13                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

         15  Chair Dilan.

         16                 And we also today are making five

         17  appointments to the Landmarks Preservation

         18  Commission, which is very important, because we're

         19  on the verge of really having a serious backlog in

         20  that agency, and I want to thank the Chair of our

         21  Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee for making

         22  sure these five appointments moved through in a

         23  timely manner. I also want to thank her for her

         24  overall vigilance in making sure there aren't

         25  longstanding vacancies on commissions, but also
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          2  moving our City appointments to a place where they

          3  reflect a much greater diversity and much closer

          4  picture of the New Yorkers these commissions are

          5  charged with serving.

          6                 I want to just ask for quiet again,

          7  and then call on the Chairperson of the Rules

          8  Committee, Council Member Diana Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

         10  Madam Speaker. I rise to express to my colleagues

         11  the appointments of five members to the Landmarks

         12  Commission: Pablo Vengoechea, Stephen Byrns; Joan

         13  Gerner; Christopher Moore; and Diana Chapin.

         14                 Mr. Vengoechea is a Staten Island

         15  resident, who will be completing the remainder of a

         16  three-year term that expires on June 28th, 2009. Mr.

         17  Vengoechea currently serves as the Landmarks

         18  Preservation Commission's Vice Chair.

         19                 Mr. Byrns, a Bronx resident, will be

         20  eligible to complete the remainder of a three-year

         21  term that expires on June 28th, 2008.

         22                 Ms. Gerner, a Queens's resident, will

         23  be eligible to complete the remainder of a

         24  three-year term that expires on June 28th, 2007.

         25                 Mr. Moore, a Brooklyn resident, will
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          2  be eligible to complete the remainder of a

          3  three-year term that expires on June 28th, 2007.

          4                 And Ms. Chapin, a Queens's resident,

          5  will succeed Mr. Thomas Pike, who we wish well, will

          6  be completing the remainder of a three-year term

          7  that expires on June 28th, 2009.

          8                 All these candidates have proven to

          9  have the greatest of integrity, and have an

         10  extensive qualified resume with an array of

         11  professional experience and personal commitment to

         12  uphold what is most important to this great City of

         13  New York, the historical and proven record of what

         14  we have built on, as far as our tourism, as far as

         15  this vibrant City, and I wanted to thank the

         16  Administration for their continued dialogue on

         17  making sure that we stop the holdovers on these

         18  commissions that play such an important role to the

         19  City of New York.

         20                 Thank you, Madam Speaker, for your

         21  time on this matter, and for swiftly making sure

         22  that dialogue continues with the Administration.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And that

         24  concludes Communications from the Speaker.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion
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          2  of General Orders.

          3                 Council Member Jackson.

          4                 Seeing nobody else -- oh, Jimmy.

          5  Council Member Vacca. Sorry.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I wish to speak today about the

          9  school bus problem that we have, especially in pupil

         10  transportation. The New York Daily News --

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Jim, you get

         12  to speak about that not now, but later.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: All right, I'll

         14  come back.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You want to

         16  go on General Discussion.

         17                 All right, Report of Special

         18  Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         21  Standing Committees.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         23  Committee on Finance.

         24                 Preconsidered Reso 786.

         25  Court-Livingston-Schermerhorn Business Improvement
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          2  District.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 587

          6  and Reso 787. Fiscal Year 2008 City Council

          7  Operating Budget.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 588

         11  and Reso 788. Lump sum OTPS, City Council Operating

         12  Budget.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 388, and Reso 789.

         16  Supportive Housing Program for the elderly.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 389 and Reso 790.

         20  One Twenties Cluster.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         25                 Intro. 203, tax exemption and
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          2  abatement, multiple dwellings.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 204. Tax

          6  exemption and abatement. Multiple dwellings.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 522. Inspection

         10  requirements for suspended scaffolds.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 523-A. Use or

         14  installation of suspended scaffolds.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended or coupled on

         16  General Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 524-A.

         18  Penalties for violations by licensed riggers.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         20  General Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         22  Committee on Land Use.

         23                 LU 383 and Reso 791. Zoning map

         24  amendment.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 392 and Reso 792.

          4  UDAAP, Bronx.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 398 and Reso 793.

          8  Woodhull Medical and Mental Health Center.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 403

         12  and Reso 794. Zoning map amendment.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         16  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections. M 542

         17  and Reso 795. Reappointment of Pablo Vengoechea.

         18  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 543 and Reso

         22  796. Reappointment of Stephen Byrns. Landmarks

         23  Preservation Commission.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 544 and Reso 797.

          3  Reappointment of Joan Gerner. Landmarks Preservation

          4  Commission.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 545 and Reso 798.

          8  Reappointment of Christopher Moore. Landmarks

          9  Preservation Commission.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 546 and Reso 799.

         13  Reappointment of Diana Chapin. Landmarks

         14  Preservation Commission.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointment

         20  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 At this point I ask for a roll call

         24  vote on all coupled General Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          3  Permission to vote yes on the Land Use Call-Up.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          6  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

          7  explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I will be

         10  voting aye on all coupled General Orders today, but

         11  it is my great hope that the new reappointed members

         12  of the New York City Landmarks Preservation

         13  Commission will remember that there are other

         14  boroughs outside of Manhattan, and in particular

         15  Queens. We've had some issues with regard to the

         16  Landmarks Preservation in Queens County, whether it

         17  be us asking for the landmarking of a St. Saviors

         18  Church in Maspeth, or us looking to try to landmark

         19  areas in Richmond Hill, Queens, it appears that the

         20  Landmarks Preservation Commission doesn't pay enough

         21  attention to the history and the heritage of Queens

         22  County and some of the outer boroughs. So, upon

         23  their reappointment today, and I will support their

         24  reappointment, but I hope that they understand that

         25  outside of Manhattan there is a lot that this City
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          2  has to offer, and we recognize the history and the

          3  significance of the outer boroughs, and I would hope

          4  that the Landmarks Preservation Commission would do

          5  too.

          6                 So, I vote aye on all coupled General

          7  Orders. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, if I may be excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes, I vote

         17  aye on all, but I want to underscore the eloquent

         18  comments of my colleague from Queens, Council Member

         19  Gallagher on the Landmarks Preservation Commission,

         20  and the fact that in Brooklyn we have much the same

         21  problem that he is experiencing in Queens,

         22  particularly in my area where the Landmarks

         23  Commission will not even consider calendaring

         24  certain property for consideration.

         25                 So, I vote yes, but with the same
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          2  concerns that my colleague has had, thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, aye on all, with congratulations to the

          6  reappointed commissioners of the Landmarks

          7  Commission, with the hope and expectation that as

          8  they certainly must remember and heed the needs of

          9  all of the boroughs, including the four boroughs

         10  outside of Manhattan, we will not forget those areas

         11  within Manhattan that are still lagging and have

         12  waited for long protracted time periods for

         13  attention from the Landmarks Commission.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Congratulations

         23  to Chris Moore. I vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         16  all, and I request unanimous consent to vote on all

         17  the Land Use Call-Ups.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I request

         21  permission to vote on Land Use Call-Ups. I vote aye

         22  on them and aye on the coupled General Orders as

         23  well.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items in

          6  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          7  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

          8  abstentions.

          9                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         10  adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero

         11  negative.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Introduction

         13  and Reading of Bills.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         15  to the Committees as indicated on the agenda.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: There are no

         17  resolutions and therefore no discussion of

         18  resolutions.

         19                 Now General Discussion.

         20                 First we have Council Member Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 You know, in February of 2005, I

         24  reintroduced legislation that I had introduced in

         25  the prior session that very simply provides funeral
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          2  benefits for auxiliary police officers who die in

          3  discharge of their duty. We circulated that today.

          4  It's Intro. 355, and given the tragedy of the past

          5  two weeks, I would say it's next to providing vests,

          6  which the Administration has thankfully already

          7  done, perhaps the most appropriate gesture that we

          8  can make to auxiliary officers in the City of New

          9  York.

         10                 I would ask my colleagues to take a

         11  look at Intro. 355, and if it's in your heart, to

         12  please sign onto it.

         13                 On a much more likely controversial

         14  note, today I'm introducing Resolution 774, opposing

         15  any suggestion or any plan for congestion pricing in

         16  the City of New York.

         17                 As much as I share in the goal of

         18  clean air in this City, and as much as traffic

         19  frustrates me, when the quote/unquote outer boroughs

         20  of this City agreed in 1898 to become part of

         21  Greater New York, I don't think we agreed to pay an

         22  additional tax with a privilege of coming into

         23  Manhattan by car. And I consider it a tax, an

         24  unwarranted tax, there are better ways to clean the

         25  air in this City, perhaps more radical ways, but
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          2  they'd be better. And you know, just imposing this

          3  charge on folks who live in, you know, outside of

          4  the Central Business District of Manhattan, is just

          5  unfair and inappropriate, and I would ask all of you

          6  at the very beginning of this debate to sign onto

          7  that resolution to indicate your opposition so this

          8  plan goes nowhere.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, my colleagues, two days ago our City

         13  commemorated the 96th Anniversary of the infamous

         14  triangle shirt waste factory fire. This occurred on

         15  March 25th, 1911, in an area just east of Washington

         16  Square Park. 146 workers, mostly women, mostly

         17  Yiddish or Italian-speaking immigrants, perished due

         18  to the fact that they were locked into their

         19  workplace with unsafe work conditions.

         20                 I will never forget the description

         21  which my grandfather, who worked in a sweatshop just

         22  across the street passed on to me of the bodies of

         23  these young people falling to their death in what

         24  remains the largest industrial accident in the City

         25  of New York.
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          2                 We as a City, and certainly we as

          3  legislators must never forget. We must never forget

          4  those who perish, and we must never forget the

          5  lessons and the imperative to assure worker safety

          6  in each and every workplace throughout out City.

          7                 Today too many people still labor in

          8  unsafe dangerous conditions, and it is fitting on

          9  this anniversary of this travesty and tragedy that

         10  we as a legislative body rededicate ourselves to the

         11  cause of assuring a safe workplace for everyone who

         12  toils in our City.

         13                 We made a step forward today when the

         14  Mayor signed the bill we enacted requiring safety

         15  equipment for bicycle messengers and delivery

         16  persons, but we have a long ways to go and together

         17  we can fight for this vital cause. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Vacca.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you. I

         21  rise to bring your attention to Intro. 554, which I

         22  have introduced which would amend the Administrative

         23  Code, and which would mandate that we have matrons

         24  on buses that take our children to and from school,

         25  and which would mandate that we have cameras in our
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          2  buses to protect our children.

          3                 The recent series of Daily News

          4  articles that I'm sure all of us read, were indeed

          5  alarming and horrific. I bring this to the attention

          6  of the Council today because we cannot delay. We owe

          7  our kids safety and security. We owe them

          8  supervision. We have an opportunity to address a

          9  crisis which the Daily News brought to light, which

         10  the Chancellor has admitted, assigning more

         11  investigators because currently we only have seven

         12  investigators with case loads of 500 each to

         13  investigate incidents that happen on school buses.

         14                 The Chancellor has acted. Now I hope

         15  this Council will act, proactively to protect our

         16  kids for the future once and for all, to make sure

         17  that it never becomes a he said/she said situation.

         18  We have to be, I believe, in this effort to

         19  safeguard our many children to take buses to and

         20  from school at all times.

         21                 I urge my colleagues to consider

         22  Intro. 54 and hope they will support it. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

                                                            51

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 In fact, we have a hearing scheduled

          4  just on this particular subject matter, so I urge my

          5  colleagues and the members of the public to come out

          6  to the hearing on April 11th where we will be

          7  reviewing all of this allegations of abuse by the

          8  bus staff and the lack of follow-up by the

          9  Department of Education.

         10                 But I also rise today concerning a

         11  resolution that I'm introducing along with 27 other

         12  members of the City Council, Resolution No. 780,

         13  which ask calling upon the New York City Department

         14  of Education to consult with educators, with

         15  parents, with community leaders and other interested

         16  stakeholders regarding the recent school reforms,

         17  and to delay the implementation of these reforms

         18  until the potential impact has been fully assessed.

         19                 And I don't need to tell you about

         20  the cell phone situation, about the change in the

         21  bus routes, how they left many children out in the

         22  cold, I don't need to tell you about this is the

         23  third reform in the last five years of the

         24  Department of Education. I don't need to tell you

         25  that they did not consult with parent leaders before
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          2  they appointed a CEO for parent engagement. I don't

          3  have to tell you that when I asked them whether or

          4  not they consult with the unions that represent all

          5  of the teachers, the union that represents all of

          6  the supervisors and administrators and principals,

          7  their response was that they consulted with some

          8  principals or some teachers, but never consulted

          9  with the leadership of those particular unions.

         10                 I don't mean to tell you that when

         11  they mean consultation, they mean they made the

         12  decision, and then they tell you after the fact.

         13  They need to look in the dictionary and understand

         14  what the word consultation means. It means before

         15  you make a decision and not afterwards.

         16                 So, I urge my colleagues to sign onto

         17  Resolution 780.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Mark-Viverito.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Thank

         21  you, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I rise today to talk about a

         23  situation that happened yesterday in my district and

         24  many people heard in the news which is the collapse

         25  of a building on 150th Street and Lexington Avenue,
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          2  which caused great disruption.

          3                 We have a situation here where in

          4  communities like the one I represent, many vacant

          5  buildings exist. Buildings that have been vacant for

          6  over 20 years, negligent landlords, negligent owners

          7  who have complete disregard for the community that

          8  they are in. Suddenly, due to the gentrification

          9  occurring, they are greatly interested in cashing

         10  in.

         11                 The situation that happened yesterday

         12  is that permits were issued to this owner after a

         13  building being vacant for 20 years, a building that

         14  I will assume was structurally unsound. Thankfully,

         15  the City responded very swiftly. I want to thank all

         16  of the agencies and the individuals that responded,

         17  and also to the Red Cross for their assistance in

         18  the families that were dislocated.

         19                 I have concerns about, and I

         20  expressed this to the Commissioner, and I would like

         21  us, as a body, to look into it, buildings that have

         22  been vacant over 20 years, if permits are being

         23  requested, we may want to look at having the City,

         24  not the owner, inspect the buildings for structural

         25  integrity before permits are issued.
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          2                 There was great disregard on the part

          3  of the owner, a great inconvenience and disregard

          4  for public well-being. If it was up to me, I think

          5  the City should confiscate the building from owners

          6  like this one who have been completely

          7  irresponsible. But in the end, my other concern is

          8  that they will get a slap on the wrist, and that the

          9  penalties will not come anywhere near to the great

         10  inconvenience and disregard that they've

         11  demonstrated to this Community.

         12                 So, I will expect and I hope that my

         13  colleagues will support any efforts to look into how

         14  we can strengthen DOB regulation to ensure that

         15  situations like yesterday do not occur again, and I

         16  think we are very lucky that no one was killed, and

         17  that no one was seriously injured in this incident,

         18  but we cannot assure that that will be the case

         19  moving forward.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Garodnick.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I rise today to ask my colleagues to
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          2  join me in support of Intro. 550, which is

          3  legislation that will create more reasonable rules

          4  governing building facade inspections.

          5                 As you all know, every five years in

          6  New York City there is an increased demand for

          7  scaffolds, architects and construction companies, as

          8  building owners scramble to complete and file

          9  building facade examinations with the Department of

         10  Buildings.

         11                 Currently, all buildings constructed

         12  before 1982 and greater than six stories in height,

         13  whether they are commercial, residential, co-op or

         14  condo, they are on the exact same examination

         15  schedule.

         16                 For example, all such buildings will

         17  be inspected this year, 2007. This lockstep system

         18  strains resources available for quality building

         19  rehabilitation. It creates an enormous demand for

         20  engineers, architects and construction companies.

         21                 It drives up costs for building

         22  owners to try to comply with the law. The lockstep

         23  system also creates an added burden on the City of

         24  New York which faces a flood of certifications every

         25  five-year cycle.
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          2                 The legislation I am introducing

          3  today will staggering the inspections by requiring

          4  the facade examinations occur every five years

          5  following the original date of building

          6  construction. The result will be to alleviate the

          7  artificially high demand on the limited supply of

          8  resources and ease the process for property owners.

          9                 This is common sense legislation that

         10  will be an enormous help to buildings constructed

         11  before 1982, and I ask my colleagues to join me in

         12  supporting it, Intro. 550. Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. Two

         16  issues. Picking up on Council Member Mark-Viverito,

         17  we did have a slight building situation. We had a

         18  big fire on the West Side yesterday, lots of press

         19  because it's right near ABC, and the entire building

         20  had to be evacuated. Turns out it was the third fire

         21  in three years in the boiler room, obviously not

         22  well maintained boiler and owner is not paying

         23  attention to whatever he is supposed to do to keep

         24  that boiler intact. The entire building is now

         25  vacated due to a vacate order, back of the building
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          2  is structurally unsound, the American Red Cross was

          3  wonderful, Office of Emergency Management was

          4  wonderful, Fire Department saved a woman's life by

          5  bringing her immediately to Jacobi where Jacobi kept

          6  her. She was actually dead and they brought her

          7  alive. So, the Fire Department deserves great credit

          8  for that work.

          9                 But now, of course, the big struggle

         10  of how long does it take to get residents back into

         11  their building and all the stresses that go with

         12  that. That's number one.

         13                 Number two is, on Friday in the

         14  Bronx, for the residents of the Bronx and for

         15  elected officials from the Bronx, anywhere else, at

         16  10:00 we have the first of our broadband hearings. I

         17  think most of you know about it. It's on the

         18  schedule. I strongly urge you to come to learn what

         19  is possible if we were to have a Citywide broadband

         20  accessible and inexpensive.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Mealy.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Yes, I rise

         25  today to introduce Reso 784, which will urge the US
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          2  Congress to pass Bill S.453, the Deception Practice

          3  Voter Intimidation Prevention Act of 2007.

          4                 It has become a sad reality that

          5  there are individuals out there that would attempt

          6  to alter elections by forbidding people from voting.

          7  This has become more prevalent in minority

          8  communities throughout this country. Whether in the

          9  form of police station in front of polling sites, or

         10  telephone calls informing voters of elections on the

         11  wrong date, fliers threatening legal naturalization

         12  to immigrants with arrests if they attempt to vote.

         13  Police sabotaging voting machines and others voting

         14  in the precincts to make them wait several hours to

         15  vote. These practices strike at the heart of our

         16  democracy.

         17                 Whenever the integrity of any

         18  election is comprised, we all suffer, even when it

         19  is not our own district. These elections decide key

         20  representation that decides the balance of power of

         21  the Congress and even the presidency. This bill is a

         22  good first step to ensure that we are truly

         23  measuring the political will of the electoral, and

         24  protect against the egregious actions of those who

         25  would attempt to stay the progress with deception.
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          2                 Our City Council has the opportunity

          3  to shine a light on this important legislation and

          4  provide leadership by passing this resolution, Reso

          5  784.

          6                 And this bill makes it illegal for

          7  any deceptive practices to be employed in all

          8  federal, state and municipal elections. Passage of

          9  this bill without amendment will penalize violators

         10  of the law with a fine up to $100,000, and between

         11  one and five years imprisonment.

         12                 I hope my colleagues could sign onto

         13  my resolution. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         15                 Council Member Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK. Thank you

         17  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I certainly want to commend the

         19  resolution that was put forward by Councilwoman

         20  Dickens and talked about the Tuskeegy airmen with

         21  the Speaker, and I just wanted to add one of my

         22  constituents, Colonial Floyd Carter, was one of

         23  those Tuskeegy airmen who was very active and very

         24  involved, and also one of our colleague's cousin was

         25  one of the top bomber fighters, Kendall Stewart's
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          2  cousin, Colonial Musak, was also a Tuskeegy airman.

          3  Kendall is not here, but his cousin was a courageous

          4  fighter as a Tuskeegy airman, and I just wanted that

          5  to be noted as well. Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 My colleagues, I rise today to bring

         11  something to your attention that this body has been

         12  aware of but we need to work to create some serious

         13  legislation working with the State and Federal

         14  Government to deal with this issue to protect

         15  citizens.

         16                 In today's editions of both the New

         17  York/Daily News where it says "Set Up For A Fall,"

         18  and today's Times where it has the article in the

         19  Metro Section in the first page where there is a

         20  growing national problem, an epidemic of predatory

         21  lending with specific attention on sub prime

         22  mortgages. Thousands of working class New Yorkers,

         23  the majority of whom are people of color who want

         24  little more than a realized American dream of owning

         25  home, face the stark reality of losing their homes
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          2  because they were unwittingly taken advantage of by

          3  unscrupulous real estate brokers and lenders.

          4                 People that are sending out e-mails

          5  with no contact information, promising people low

          6  cost or remortgaging their homes are preying on

          7  people all around the City and all around this

          8  country. They will have their dream homes foreclosed

          9  on because they were illegally advised to take out

         10  high-interest loans they couldn't possibly repay.

         11                 It is time for us to work to do some

         12  things that directly deal with this problem. It's

         13  our duty to protect the citizens of the City in the

         14  face of this epidemic.

         15                 I want to call on my colleagues to

         16  support my efforts in the coming weeks to do the

         17  following: the establishment of the New York City

         18  Borrowers' Bill of Rights, which provides provisions

         19  that ensure consumers know and understand the terms

         20  of the loan they are considering.

         21                 The creation of a new agent -- the

         22  Department of Consumer Affairs has created a new

         23  financial empowerment unit that we need to put some

         24  more money into. We need to also expand the bill

         25  that the --
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member, time.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm sorry.

          5  I'll just be one more second.

          6                 We need to expand the effort that was

          7  started by Council Member Fidler last year to do

          8  foreclosure information with non-profit groups, but

          9  we have a real crisis. It's expanding. I want to

         10  encourage my members to take a look at it, because

         11  we need to respond to it in this budget cycle.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please, you

         14  all, don't go over the time because it's not fair to

         15  the others. Thank you.

         16                 Council Member Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 I want to ask my colleagues to look

         20  on page 1 and sign up on Intro. 549, which is a bill

         21  regarding the littering law. Most of you received a

         22  pink summons today for $100 and it has no reflection

         23  on the other paper that was put on your desk, but

         24  most of our constituents have been bombarded with

         25  tickets regarding sanitation tickets for enough
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          2  time, and in any case, I think it's about time that

          3  we say that tickets that are not supposed to be for

          4  revenue but rather for compliance, that we really

          5  put it into a bill, because some say that the

          6  elected officials only do legislation to get some

          7  publicity, and I would say that's a wonderful thing,

          8  but in this particular case we have worked

          9  diligently with the Administration for a very long

         10  time, many of us, Councilman Gentile has a bill,

         11  Councilman Yassky, and I think some others also have

         12  bills, regarding this nature, and they have not been

         13  willing to budget.

         14                 So, besides the ticket, if you look

         15  at the details in the bill, you will see that this

         16  in fact gives some remedy, some justice to home

         17  owners so that they don't get slammed with tickets

         18  all day long, and that people, seniors on fixed

         19  income with disabilities also should be discounted,

         20  and that the first-time offense should not be a

         21  hundred bucks. Some say it shouldn't be anything at

         22  all, but at a minimum, it should not be a hundred

         23  bucks.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member.

          3                 Council Member Monserrate.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you

          5  very much, Madam Chair. I just would take the

          6  opportunity to highlight Intro. 546, introduced by

          7  Council Member Baez and myself, that will in essence

          8  suspend alternate side of the street parking

          9  regulations during snow fall.

         10                 In keeping with what my colleague

         11  Simcha Felder speaks about, and Vinnie Gentile from

         12  Brooklyn, regarding issuances of summonses by City

         13  agencies as merely a revenue-producing stream as

         14  opposed to ensuring compliance, why would the City

         15  of New York issue alternate side of the street

         16  summonses with six inches of snow, when the

         17  Sanitation Department cannot possibly clean up those

         18  streets.

         19                 I encourage my colleagues to sign

         20  onto Intro. 546 and let's end this madness. Thank

         21  you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 We have all seen and heard and read

          3  about the treatment the federal government has given

          4  to our returning veterans of war. It is truly a

          5  national scandal and something that we, as

          6  Americans, should be ashamed of.

          7                 Fortunately, in the State of New York

          8  there is legislation in the State Legislature that

          9  would create a check off on the New York State

         10  Income Tax forms that would allow a fund to be

         11  established through the check off that would be

         12  established for returning veterans of New York

         13  State, and allow them to access this fund should

         14  they be injured, sick, homeless, jobless, these

         15  veterans would have access to the fund that New

         16  Yorkers would create through this Income Tax check

         17  off.

         18                 So, I direct your attention to Reso

         19  779, which is our statement supporting the New York

         20  State Legislature and asking them to pass such

         21  legislation to help New York State and particularly

         22  New York City veterans coming home from battle.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I just want to bring to the attention

          5  of my colleagues and remind them also that we have

          6  an important role to play as it refers to fire

          7  prevention and fire awareness in our communities. As

          8  you know, recently in the Bronx we had two fires,

          9  one in which was tragic in which we lost lives, and

         10  recently we had another fire in which we lost

         11  property. However, the common denominator on both

         12  fires was that the fire alarm was not working. And

         13  as the summer, the hot days approach us, I think it

         14  is important for us to continue to raise the issue

         15  and make sure that we bring awareness to our

         16  community that we must inspect our fire alarms, that

         17  we must teach our family members and residents fire

         18  prevention and fire safety, because not only do we

         19  get fires in the wintertime, we sometimes turn on

         20  candles or heaters, but we also get fires as a

         21  result of using, overloading the electricities in

         22  our apartment or houses, and it is extremely

         23  important that we play a role, via our newsletters

         24  or our town hall meetings, of informing our

         25  residents of fire prevention, and I will also inform
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          2  that the Fire Department is currently giving out the

          3  batteries for the fire alarms, fire detectors and

          4  fire alarms for residents.

          5                 So, again, to all my colleagues, we

          6  still have a role to play. We look to the fires that

          7  are taking place throughout the City, we find one

          8  common denominator and that is that the fire alarm

          9  smoke detectors are not working properly, and we

         10  need to get the voice out.

         11                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         13                 Seeing nobody else, today's session

         14  of the City Council is over.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 3:10 p.m.)
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