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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Could I have your

          3  attention for one second? We have a couple of very

          4  exciting presentations today.  And then one other

          5  thing that we're doing, and the first one is, and

          6  they are making their way up here, from Council

          7  Member Peter Vallone, Jr., to the Long Island City

          8  High School Bulldogs.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         10  Madam Speaker. Come on up, guys. Stand behind us.

         11                 As the Speaker said, this is the team

         12  representing Long Island City High School, and I

         13  have to say, and this is not an easy feat, this

         14  team, these young men you see here in front of you,

         15  undefeated season, 12 and 0, happened to defeat

         16  Staten Island Tech.

         17                 Mike, sorry. Where is Oddo? I finally

         18  get to rub it in to Jimmy Oddo, where is he?

         19                 Very good team, Staten Island Tech,

         20  right?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Great team.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: He represents

         23  Staten Island. He told me what a great team Staten

         24  Island was, but in the finals they beat Staten

         25  Island, undefeated season. The first time ever in
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          2  the history of Long Island City High School that

          3  their team has taken a City championship. So, let's

          4  hear it for these guys right here.

          5                 Coach Agresti, would you like to say

          6  a few words?

          7                 COACH AGRESTI: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Vallone. This is quite an honor, all the awards and

          9  all the trophies we've actually accepted this year.

         10  This is certainly the greatest honor, and I'd just

         11  like to thank Mr. Vallone, and ironically it was

         12  about 12 years ago that Peter Vallone, Sr. actually

         13  helped us get a football program and football field

         14  for Long Island City High School, and what a great

         15  way to repay the Borough of Queens and Mr. Vallone,

         16  and certainly this is once again quite an honor.

         17  This is a great group of individuals that we have

         18  here, and, once again, thank you very, very much.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

         20  Steve. You know, it's interesting you brought that

         21  up. I completely forgot. When that field was built,

         22  after the City Council got the money, my father went

         23  to inspect it and it was 100 yards long, including

         24  the end zones. So, we had to do the whole thing over

         25  again. They said, this will work, it's 100 yards.
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          2  They said, you have to have end zones at the end of

          3  the 100 yards, they didn't even know. So, that's

          4  just the way the City works. But we got it done for

          5  you.

          6                 Speaker Quinn.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Well, congratulations.

          8  This is really exciting and particularly given the

          9  connection to the Vallone family, and I'm going to

         10  ask the Clerk to please read the proclamation while

         11  we pick up the broken camera.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         13  York, Proclamation.

         14                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         15  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Long

         16  Island City High School Bulldogs for winning the Cup

         17  Division Title Championship; and

         18                 Whereas: Sports are often an

         19  essential part of our youth and teach us important

         20  lessons in life: from the football field to the

         21  baseball diamond, participating in sports helps us

         22  develop into more well-rounded individuals and

         23  instills in us ideas of fair play, cooperation and

         24  team spirit that help us succeed in all field of

         25  endeavors;
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          2                 Whereas: Today, we honor all the

          3  student athletes on the Long Island City High School

          4  Bulldogs, a group of young men who, with great

          5  determination, focus and talent, have achieved great

          6  success this year, winning the Cup Division Title

          7  Championship and completing a perfect session with

          8  twelve wins and no losses; and

          9                 Whereas: The Bulldogs capped their

         10  flawless season on November 26, 2006, with a 30-12

         11  win against Staten Island Tech; and

         12                 Whereas: The Bulldogs' success this

         13  year is particularly poignant, as this is the first

         14  time the team has ever taken a Citywide championship

         15  in football; and

         16                 Whereas: Led by Coaches Steve Agresti

         17  and Steve Voutsas, the Long Island City High School

         18  Bulldogs include Karim Abouelnaga, Nathaniel

         19  Alvarez, Anthony Batalla, Hugo Briceno, Rayvaug

         20  Cabey, Leroy Cline, Davon Coleman, Samuel Deutsch,

         21  Adam Elmaghrabi, Emmanuel Gonzalez, Trammel Honesty,

         22  Shawn Hooks, Farouk Houssein, Juan Luis Jimonez,

         23  Allen Jones, Kresimi Knez, Haris Lekaj, Ali Mahi,

         24  Van Malloy, Kevin Milton, Omar Mohran and Isiah

         25  Nagarwala; and
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          2                 Whereas: The players of the Long

          3  Island City High School Bulldogs  have demonstrated

          4  great heart, mental toughness and the competitive

          5  spirit of real champions; they have raised their

          6  overall level of play, have met each and every

          7  challenge head on and will undoubtedly achieve

          8  greater and greater successes in life, both on and

          9  off the field; now, therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York most gratefully honors THE LONG

         12  ISLAND CITY HIGH SCHOOL BULLDOGS, signed this 1st

         13  day of February in the year Two Thousand and Six,

         14  Honorable Christine Quinn, Speaker for the Entire

         15  Council; Peter F. Vallone, Jr., Council Member 22nd

         16  District, Queens.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you guys very

         18  much. Congratulations.

         19                 And while the team is heading out, we

         20  next want to call up the Brooklyn duo of Council

         21  Members Mike Nelson and Domenic Recchia for the next

         22  proclamation.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         24  Madam Speaker. Today we're going to honor the memory

         25  of Anatoly Kuznetsov, who was an early, unfortunate
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          2  viewer of the beginnings of the Holocaust, and was a

          3  harbinger of what he felt was going to happen when

          4  many people just dismissed it and said it would

          5  never happen. And then he was also a harbinger, as

          6  to what may happen in the Soviet Union.

          7                 Come on right up here. Yes, please.

          8                 And to address part of this I would

          9  like to introduce Enid Stuvetsky.

         10                 MS. STUVETSKY: Thank you very much.

         11                 We are here to represent the

         12  initiative to hold, to support the memory of Anatoly

         13  Kuznetsov, who was the first to pronounce the word

         14  Babiy Yar and Jew in the former Soviet Union. Each

         15  of the people standing here lost many members of

         16  their families during the Holocaust, during the

         17  Second World War. Unfortunately, nobody knew it

         18  either here or in Russia.

         19                 When I was leaving the country, which

         20  was in the end of eighties, I went to visit some

         21  sacred places, which one of them was Babiy Yar. When

         22  I came to Babiy Yar, the only thing that was there

         23  was just a crude stone with a small plaque bearing

         24  the words "For the destruction of the Soviet

         25  people." To say that the Soviet people were
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          2  destructed in Babiy Yar, not mentioning the word

          3  "Jew," it's the same as to say that the American

          4  people was in slavery, instead of saying that

          5  African Americans were in slavery. Or to say that

          6  American people were deported from Georgia in the

          7  19th century, instead of saying that Siraki Indians

          8  were deported to desert to die in Georgia, from

          9  Georgia.

         10                 So, Anatoly Kuznetsov was the first

         11  person to make the word Babiy Yar and Jew heard to

         12  everybody. That's why we are supporting his legacy

         13  and we are very grateful to the City Council and

         14  especially to Michael Nelson, for helping us in

         15  this.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         17  Enid. Memory must never be forgotten of the horrors

         18  that happened during that period.

         19                 Would the Clerk please read the

         20  Proclamation?

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         22  York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to honor the memory of

         25  Anatoly Kuznetsov; and
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          2                 Whereas: A native of the Ukraine, Mr.

          3  Kuznetsov's writings broadcast to the world for the

          4  first time the full story of the tragedy that

          5  transpired at Babiy Yar during World War II;

          6                 Whereas: Born in Kiev, Mr. Kuznetsov

          7  was but a child when the Nazi troops occupied his

          8  city and began initiating their "final solution" at

          9  the nearby Babiy Yar ravine; and

         10                 Whereas: Seeing these mass homicides

         11  from his window, the young Mr. Kuznetsov knew it was

         12  important for all others to know the story of Kiev

         13  during German occupation and the subsequent

         14  treatment by the KGB and therefore began recording

         15  that which he witnessed; and

         16                 Whereas: After the death of Josef

         17  Stalin, Mr. Kuznetsov took his book to magazines in

         18  Moscow, who insisted on excising any passages that

         19  implicated the KGB in wrongdoing before publishing

         20  it; and

         21                 Whereas: In 1969, Mr. Kuznetsov

         22  traveled to London as a reporter for a Russian

         23  newspaper and immediately and successfully sought

         24  asylum. Having smuggled with him an unabridged copy

         25  of his book, Mr. Kuznetsov was able to publish his
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          2  work in Russian and English throughout Europe and

          3  the United States; and

          4                 Whereas: Thanks to Mr. Kuznetsov's

          5  perseverance and bravery, the complete story of the

          6  horrific murders that took place at Babiy Yar was

          7  told throughout the world. Ultimately, however, he

          8  became a martyr for his good deed, as he eventually

          9  died in a suspicious automobile accident; and

         10                 Whereas: Today, we honor Anatoly

         11  Kuznetsov, an individual who risked all to tell the

         12  true and complete story of the massacre at Babiy

         13  Yar; he enriched us with his words and his voice and

         14  is worthy of the esteem of all New Yorkers; now,

         15  therefore

         16                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York honors the memory of ANATOLY

         18  KUZNETSOV, signed this 1st day of February in the

         19  year Two Thousand and Seven, Christine Quinn,

         20  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael C. Nelson,

         21  Council Member, 48th District, Brooklyn; Domenic M.

         22  Recchia, Jr., Council Member, 47th District,

         23  Brooklyn.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. I want to

         25  thank Council Members Nelson and Recchia for making
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          2  sure we have this ceremonial today. I want to thank

          3  all of you for being here today.

          4                 MS. STUVETSKY: The paintings, the

          5  copies, the replicas of the paintings you are seeing

          6  in front of, the author is standing right next to me

          7  on my right, his name is Samuel Kaplan, and a lot of

          8  his creativity, a lot of his work is devoted,

          9  dedicated to the Holocaust, to the preservation of

         10  the Holocaust memory. And anyone who is interested

         11  in talking to him personally, you are free. You are

         12  welcome to do it.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very

         14  much. Thank you.

         15                 If I could call up Council Members

         16  Vallone, Jackson and the Majority Whip Inez Dickens

         17  just to start, that would be great. And we could

         18  call Mr. Autrey up and his family to join us with

         19  these three Council members to start.

         20                 And first let me start by giving the

         21  microphone to the Chair of our Public Safety

         22  Committee, Peter Vallone, Jr.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you. I

         24  think everybody knows who this man standing next to

         25  us is. Let's hear it for him. Thanks.
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          2                 This man has been honored, has been

          3  on every TV station known to man. He has been

          4  honored by the Mayor, he has been honored by the

          5  President, he's been given $10,000 by Donald Trump,

          6  and according to Rosie, that's a very tough thing to

          7  get, $10,000 from Donald Trump, but now he has

          8  finally, finally reached the big time, okay? And I

          9  only say that half jokingly, because Wesley knows,

         10  we've spoken to him already, that we started this

         11  process the day his heroic deed was done. It takes

         12  us longer to move here because we are a legislature,

         13  as opposed to other areas. We represent the people

         14  of this City, and we are closest to these people,

         15  and we would like to express on behalf of the people

         16  we represent our collective pride in you, not only

         17  for what you've done, as a New Yorker, but what you

         18  are as a person. We are extremely proud of you here

         19  at City Hall. We represent the people. This is from

         20  our hearts. Thank you very much.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: And next I want to

         22  call on our Majority Whip Inez Dickens, and then

         23  we're going to turn the mic over to Council Member

         24  Robert Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you so
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          2  much.

          3                 You know, Wesley, you are a very

          4  special, special man. I am so pleased to be here to

          5  honor you tonight. You have been blessed with a

          6  special spirit of one humanity. When I read your

          7  heroism, that you jumped down onto the tracks, at a

          8  time when death was drawing near on both you and the

          9  man that you saved, that showed a spirit of someone,

         10  who was not only courageous, not only heroic, but

         11  understands that we are one humanity under God.

         12                 I want to say God bless you. May this

         13  entire City recognize you, and God bless your

         14  children.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Wesley, when

         17  I called you to let you know that the City Council

         18  of New York wanted to honor you, and obviously when

         19  members of the City Council heard your story, the

         20  highest honor that we can bestow on any individual

         21  is a New York City Proclamation. So, Peter Vallone,

         22  Jr., Inez Dickens, myself and others automatically

         23  said we must honor you with a proclamation, so you

         24  are here today with your son, Wesley Autrey, Jr.,

         25  and your nephew, to say welcome to City Hall. This
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          2  is your house and you're welcome here any time of

          3  day or night.

          4                 MR. AUTREY: Thank you, sir.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I've asked

          6  you how is your children doing? Because when it

          7  comes to family, your children are always first in

          8  your family. And I said to you that if I was in your

          9  situation, I don't know whether or not I would have

         10  done what you did. Even though they call me "Action

         11  Jackson," I don't know if I would have done what you

         12  did. So, you have such a heart and spirit and love

         13  for mankind.

         14                 MR. AUTREY: Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: That we

         16  really appreciate you. And as I said to you, the

         17  community will honor you. We will, Inez and myself

         18  and Keith Wright, Assembly Member, will honor you at

         19  Riverbank State Park where the people of New York

         20  City can come and say thank you to you. Because

         21  people in our community, they see you on TV, they

         22  see you on the news, the newspapers and what have

         23  you. But we want to have a people celebration, and

         24  obviously these are the people's representative, and

         25  we want to have the people of New York to come and
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          2  to say thank you.

          3                 Congratulations. Our Speaker

          4  Christine Quinn.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Just before

          6  we hear from Mr. Autrey, our New York City subway

          7  hero, if the clerk could please read the

          8  proclamation.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         10  York, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is pleased and proud to honor Wesley Autrey

         13  for his heroism on January 2, 2007; and

         14                 Whereas: It is the privilege and

         15  sincere pleasure of the New York City Council to

         16  honor its most courageous citizens, and today we are

         17  delighted to recognize Wesley Autrey for his valiant

         18  efforts to save the life of Cameron Hollopeter; and

         19                 Whereas: In the early afternoon on

         20  Tuesday, January 27, 2007, Mr. Autrey and Mr.

         21  Hollopeter were waiting separately for the downtown

         22  1 train at the 137th Street-City College station

         23  when Mr. Hollopeter fell back onto the platform and

         24  began to seizure; and

         25                 Whereas: Thinking quickly, Mr. Autrey
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          2  summoned the help of a transit worker and then

          3  forced Mr. Hollopeter's mouth open with a pen, who

          4  appeared to recover shortly thereafter, and

          5                 Before any help could arrive, Mr.

          6  Hollopeter began experiencing seizures again, this

          7  time falling onto the subway tracks; and

          8                 Whereas: Mr. Autrey courageously

          9  followed Mr. Hollopeter onto the tracks and made

         10  several unsuccessful attempts to pull him to safety;

         11  and

         12                 Whereas: Faced with an approaching

         13  train, Mr. Autrey bear-hugged Mr. Hollopeter and lay

         14  atop him in the shallow trough between the tracks

         15  while the braking train rode by just two inches

         16  above them; and

         17                 Whereas: Thanks to the courage and

         18  quick thinking displayed by Mr. Autrey, who

         19  thankfully escaped the incident unscathed, Mr.

         20  Hollopeter suffered but a few bumps and bruises; and

         21                 Whereas: Mr. Autrey's act of heroism

         22  is truly exceptional. By putting aside his own

         23  well-being to save the life of another person, he

         24  became a national superhero and an inspiration to

         25  millions; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York most gratefully honors WESLEY

          4  AUTREY for his bravery on January 2, 2007.

          5                 Signed this 1st day of February in

          6  the year Two Thousand and Seven, Christine C. Quinn,

          7  Speaker for the Entire Council; Peter F. Vallone,

          8  Jr., Council member, 22nd District, Queens; Inez E.

          9  Dickens, Council Member, 9th District, Manhattan;

         10  Robert Jackson, Council Member, 7th District,

         11  Manhattan.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: And Mr. Autrey, just

         13  before I give you the microphone, let me just say,

         14  thank you very much on behalf of all of us in the

         15  City Council.

         16                 MR. AUTREY: Thank you very much. I

         17  still say, I'm not a hero, you know. There's a hero

         18  in all of us, I just want people to -- maybe

         19  everyone have learned a lesson from this, you know,

         20  there's a hero in all of us, so anyone could have

         21  done what I did. The key is not to panic and just

         22  stay focused. That's all I did, and with the help of

         23  God.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.
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          2                 I will just ask folks, we have one

          3  more thing we need to do. Slightly different than a

          4  traditional ceremony, we're going to do in a sec. If

          5  I can get everybody's attention just for one more

          6  second?

          7                 On Monday, this past Monday I had the

          8  tremendous honor of going to San Antonio, Texas for

          9  the opening at Brook Army Medical Center of the

         10  Center for the Intrepid. It is a state-of-the-art

         11  rehabilitation center for men and women who have

         12  been wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan, members of our

         13  military forces, and this center was, the creation

         14  of it was spearheaded by the Intrepid Foundation and

         15  the Fisher Family Fallen Heroes Fund. They opened

         16  this state-of-the-art rehabilitation center. The

         17  rehab center was paid for by the donations of

         18  600,000 Americans. There was no government money put

         19  in it at all. Some people sent a dollar, some people

         20  sent a million dollars.

         21                 I also went to the opening of two

         22  Fisher houses, which are homes that the families of

         23  the wounded warriors can stay in for as long as they

         24  want, free of charge, while their families are

         25  getting rehabbed.
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          2                 During the course of the day I was

          3  there, I met with 12 New Yorkers who have been

          4  injured serving the United States either in Iraq or

          5  Afghanistan, and I met a man who had third-degree

          6  burns over 97 percent of his body. Of the other 11,

          7  all of them were, at best, missing a limb, many far

          8  worse conditions than that. And when I met with them

          9  they said a number of different things: One, they

         10  said they wanted bagels, cannolis and pizza sent to

         11  them. So, we're working on that. But they also asked

         12  me if people think of them in New York, and I told

         13  them what we did at the beginning of every Stated

         14  Meeting, and they were kind of touched by that.

         15                 They said, "Do people think of us?"

         16  And I said, "Yes." And they said, "It's important to

         17  us that people in New York know we're here and that

         18  we're working to get better."

         19                 So, many people have already signed

         20  the card that we're going to send the 12 folks that

         21  I met, and if you haven't signed the card, if you

         22  could please sign it. We're going to have one big

         23  one we send them in 12 individuals, but I thought we

         24  could also all take a picture holding up this banner

         25  that says "We're Thinking Of You," and we could send
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          2  it to them later in the week.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise.

          4  Let's do the Pledge.

          5                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

                                                            26

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate. With respect, I request

         13  unanimous consent to vote yes on all Land Use

         14  Call-Ups and all coupled General Orders.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if I could ask my

         18  colleagues to please rise for a moment.

         19                 We sadly today have a number of New

         20  Yorkers who we have lost since our last Stated

         21  Council Meeting.

         22                 First, I want to note and extend our

         23  deepest condolences to Council Member DeBlasio and

         24  his family, the loss of his mother, Maria. I think

         25  all of us have seen over the past year really, how
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          2  much attention and concern Bill had paid to his mom

          3  when she was struggling, and although I never met

          4  Bill's mom, from the way you spoke of her and how

          5  quickly you ran out of any room when she needed

          6  something, and the deep attention and care and

          7  emotion you showed whenever you spoke of her when

          8  she was struggling really sent the message to me she

          9  must have been one hell of a lady and one great mom.

         10  So, I want you to know we've all been thinking of

         11  you and you and your family are in our thoughts and

         12  prayers.

         13                 We also, since our last Stated

         14  Meeting, lost Navy Petty Officer Second Class Joseph

         15  D. Alamar, 22, of Brooklyn. He lived in Council

         16  Member Dilan's district. He died on January 17th, in

         17  support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

         18                 Petty Officer Alamar died in a

         19  non-combat-related incident at Camp Buka in Iraq

         20  where he was assigned to the Navy provisional

         21  detention battalion. Petty Officer Alamar's death

         22  was not the result of hostile action but occurred in

         23  a hostile fire zone and the Department of Defense is

         24  investigating the circumstances.

         25                 On the Guest Book site which is

                                                            28

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  dedicated to fallen arm services personnel, dozens

          3  and dozens of his comrads, relatives and friends

          4  have written of his great friendship, dedication and

          5  love for his family and troops. He attended James

          6  Madison High School and lived in Cypress Hills. He

          7  is survived by his wife Jennifer, his five-year-old

          8  daughter. He has seven siblings, three step siblings

          9  and he is survived by his stepmother, who raised him

         10  since the age of four.

         11                 This was noted at our Martin Luther

         12  King Day Celebration. I think this woman's passing

         13  deserves further noting at a Stated Council Meeting.

         14  On January 8th, Jane Bolen passed away at her home

         15  in Long Island City, Queens, at the age of 98. Her

         16  passing was notable because she lived an incredibly

         17  inspiring life that should make every New Yorker and

         18  indeed every American proud.

         19                 Jane Bolen was the first black woman

         20  in America to become a judge. It happened right here

         21  in New York City in 1939.

         22                 Judge Bolen's life was that of a

         23  trail blazer long before her judicial appointment.

         24  Ms. Bolen was the first black woman to graduate from

         25  Yale Law School, the first woman to join the New
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          2  York City Bar Association, and the first black woman

          3  lawyer to work for the New York City Law Department.

          4                 According to the New York Times'

          5  obituary for Judge Bolen, on July 22nd, 1939, Jane

          6  was told that Mayor LaGuardia wanted to see her at

          7  the New York City building at the just opened

          8  World's Fair in Queens. Jane worried that she was

          9  going to be reprimanded or fired, but instead, she

         10  was sworn in as a Family Court Judge. The ceremony

         11  made news around the world, the lady judge, as she

         12  was popularly known, was often in the news with

         13  accounts of her regal bearing fashionable hats and

         14  pearls.

         15                 As a Family Court Judge, her

         16  achievements for children, families and civil rights

         17  were legendary. It was Judge Bolen who ended the

         18  assignment of Probation Officers on the basis of

         19  race and the placement of children in child care

         20  agencies on the basis of ethnic background.

         21                 Jane Bolen's father was a

         22  distinguished attorney in his own right, the first

         23  black graduate of Williams College. It was in her

         24  father's office where Jane was profoundly shaken by

         25  articles and pictures of lynching in Crisis
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          2  Magazine, the official publication of the NAACP.

          3                 Almost 60 years later Jane wrote, "It

          4  is easy to imagine how a young, protected child who

          5  sees portraits of brutality is forever scarred and

          6  becomes determined to contribute in her own small

          7  way to social justice.

          8                 In her court room, Judge Bolen chose

          9  not to wear judicial robes, in order to make

         10  children feel more comfortable. She was reappointed

         11  to ten years' term by Mayors O'Dwyer, Wagner and

         12  Lindsay, and when she reached the mandatory

         13  retirement age of 70, after 40 years on the bench,

         14  she complained "They're kicking me out."

         15                 Throughout her life, Judge Jane Bolen

         16  was an outspoken advocate for civil rights and

         17  women's rights. Besides her family, Judge Jane

         18  Bolen's life was dedicated to community service. She

         19  served on the Boards of the Children's Welfare

         20  League and the local and national branches of the

         21  NAACP. She was involved in the Committee Against

         22  Discrimination In Housing, the Committee on

         23  Children, and the Urban League of Greater New York.

         24                 Many of us never had the privilege or

         25  honor of meeting Judge Jane Bolen, but all of her
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          2  life and her life's work have improved our City and

          3  gave many of us the chance to serve in this body

          4  today. We hope she rests in peace.

          5                 We also, since our last Stated

          6  Council Meeting, lost the County Leader of Staten

          7  Island, and distinguished Assemblymember John

          8  Lavalle. You know, I wrote an e-mail yesterday to

          9  Brian LeLine, the Editor of the Staten Island

         10  Advance, and in it I said that I had been thinking

         11  of him and people on Staten Island given the passing

         12  of Assemblymember Lavalle, and he wrote me back this

         13  very long e-mail, where he talked about how he and

         14  Assemblymember Lavalle had started off on a rocky

         15  foot, as can sometimes happen with elected officials

         16  and editorial boards, and that throughout the course

         17  of John's career he came to see that John had an

         18  unbelievable dedication to people in need, and that

         19  he wished that it was 20 years earlier, Brian said,

         20  because if he could have spent more time watching

         21  and learning from John Lavalle, he would have lived

         22  the past 20 years in a better fuller way. And I

         23  thought it was just an unbelievable tribute to

         24  Assemblymember Lavalle that Brian was so impacted by

         25  him, and someone who had been his adversary was so
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          2  turned around.

          3                 You know, in researching the

          4  Assemblymember for today, Gary Altman just told me,

          5  which is another thing for all of us to take note

          6  of, that even in John's passing, he continued to

          7  give to New Yorkers and that he was an organ donor

          8  and after he died donated a kidney that may very

          9  well go on to save the life of somebody in this

         10  City.

         11                 So, I want to call on two men who

         12  knew Assemblymember Lavalle much better than I did

         13  to speak for a moment. Council Member Mike McMahon,

         14  one of his North Shore Colleagues on Staten Island;

         15  and then our Minority Leader Jim Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Speaker. And first let me, on behalf of the

         18  Lavalle family, thank you, not only for those kind

         19  words, but also for your compassionate visit to them

         20  during their time of mourning. And also to express

         21  to all my colleagues in this body, and to leaders of

         22  this City throughout who were able to express their

         23  sympathies to the family.

         24                 I don't think you could do any more

         25  injustice to the man John Lavalle than to make a
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          2  long speech, because he was a man of very few words,

          3  but very large actions. He was indeed a bear of a

          4  man, but had the proverbial teddy bear's heart.

          5                 He was a man who was as comfortable

          6  with meeting with leaders of the country, Congress

          7  or in Albany with the Governor and members of the

          8  Legislature, with the Mayor and with the Speaker of

          9  the City Council, as he was in a chair in a tavern

         10  in a cheers-like setting where he had a kind word

         11  for everyone, where he certainly knew everyone's

         12  name, and he was able to inspire and touch lives as

         13  an elected official and as a private person, without

         14  the need, if you will, for headlines, for press

         15  releases, as we have all learned, looking back on

         16  his life, he did it simply because he cared. He

         17  certainly was someone who was filled with enormous

         18  humanity, and it's the spirit of humanity that we

         19  will continue to honor on Staten Island, and we will

         20  all try to be a little bit more like him, as

         21  expressed by the Speaker and the Editor of the

         22  Advance.

         23                 On behalf of all of his family, and

         24  all Staten Islanders, we thank you all very much for

         25  honoring this great man.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Madam Speaker,

          3  thank you for the chance to talk about John. I think

          4  it's appropriate that you allowed Councilman McMahon

          5  as a democrat and myself as a republican to talk

          6  about John, because despite the fact that he was a

          7  very proud democrat and a democrat county leader,

          8  despite the fact that he wore the label "liberal"

          9  very proudly, and despite the fact that he had very

         10  deep convictions and believed on the core issues he

         11  was right and folks like me most times were wrong,

         12  at the end of the day, John was the first guy to

         13  reach across the aisle and say let's go grab a beer.

         14  And, frankly, outside of this body, that happens all

         15  too rare. I think we've done a good job of that in

         16  this body of transcending that. That's not the case,

         17  as we all know too well up in Albany and in

         18  Washington and John did that.

         19                 John and I had this weird bond, maybe

         20  it's because we both drew the ire of the Advance

         21  Editorial Board. I used to say a joke that John

         22  would get a kick out of, and that was we were going

         23  to star, John and I were going to star in the next

         24  television reality show called The Political Odd

         25  Couple. We were going to take a single republican
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          2  and a divorced democrat, put them in an apartment to

          3  see how long they could live together without

          4  driving each other crazy.

          5                 He was a straight-shooter, he was

          6  honest, he was forthright, and in a profession in a

          7  world that grows every more stylecentric, he was a

          8  breath of fresh air of substance. He was a friend of

          9  Staten Island, he was a friend to Michael and I, and

         10  he will be missed.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         13  the Minutes.

         14                 Oh, Council Member Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes. Good

         16  afternoon. Madam Public Advocate, I move that the

         17  minutes of the Stated Meeting of December 20th,

         18  2006, and January 3rd, 2007, be adopted as printed.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 517,

         22  submitting the name of Lauvienska Polanco to the

         23  Taxi and Limousine Commission.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         25  Elections.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 518 on page one,

          3  through M 525 on page two. Submission of Mayor's

          4  Preliminary Expense, Capital and Contract Budget and

          5  supporting schedules.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 526. Preliminary

          8  certificate on Capital debt obligations.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, Ordered,

         10  Printed and Filed.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         12  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 527 on page two,

         14  through M 539 on page four. Applications for new

         15  renewal, relocation and ownership changes, base

         16  station licenses.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         19  and communications.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Non.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         22  Call-Ups.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 540.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: We would like to have

         25  a roll call on the Land Use Call-Ups, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          3  Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I vote aye

          7  on all Land Use Call-Ups, and with permission to

          8  vote aye on the Coupled General Orders.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Today's Land

         11  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         12  affirmative and zero in the negative.

         13                 Communication from the Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         15                 Today we're voting on two pieces of

         16  legislation that continue our effort to reform and

         17  improve the Department of Buildings in the City of

         18  New York. As all of us know, a year ago we formed a

         19  special task force chaired by our Minority Leader

         20  Jimmy Oddo on the Department of Buildings, and

         21  Chairperson Oddo set out on the effort of having

         22  Town Hall meetings in every borough from the Bronx

         23  to Staten Island to make sure we heard from New

         24  Yorkers what their challenges were with the

         25  Department of Buildings. And I attended a number of
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          2  those and the thing that was remarkable was that if

          3  you had a blindfold on, you couldn't tell what

          4  borough you were in because everyone, in every

          5  borough, had the exact same problems with the

          6  Department of Buildings, which really speaks to

          7  their being systemic issues, which need legislative

          8  reform and response.

          9                 I want to say that over the past year

         10  we've seen the Department of Buildings become a

         11  partner with us in this effort and Commissioner

         12  Lancaster deserves recognition and support for her

         13  own efforts to reform her agency and her commitment

         14  to really becoming partners with the City Council.

         15                 Today we're taking significant steps

         16  forward to create a framework in which

         17  self-certification should occur appropriately as it

         18  relates to the work of architects and engineers, but

         19  we also more importantly create a clearer, tougher

         20  and sounder disciplinary infrastructure, by which

         21  engineers and architects who wrongly or willingly,

         22  inappropriately self-certify where they will be

         23  punished and their potential renewal of their

         24  license will be put in jeopardy.

         25                 We believe that these two bills,
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          2  coupled with the demolition and work done against

          3  the stop work order bills we passed last month,

          4  those coupled together with the ongoing legislation

          5  we're going to pass will finally make the Department

          6  of Buildings truly responsive to neighborhoods in

          7  the City of New York.

          8                 I want to thank the Chair of our

          9  Housing Committee, Erik Dilan, for his swift action

         10  on this matter. I also want to thank the Chair of

         11  our Task Force, Jimmy Oddo, and the two main

         12  sponsors of this bill, Council Members Vacca and

         13  Nelson, and I first want to call on the Chair of our

         14  Housing Committee, Council Member Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Just very

         16  briefly, I want to say that I didn't do all the work

         17  Citywide that Jimmy did. I certainly didn't go to

         18  every borough and listen to all the people that were

         19  interested in these bills, but thank God for Jimmy.

         20                 But here in City Hall, I remember

         21  when I first became Chair of the Housing Committee,

         22  I had a numerous amount of my colleagues within this

         23  body that said that the Housing and Buildings

         24  Committee certainly needed to do something about the

         25  self-certification process, and I believe that these
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          2  two bills are the first step in that direction. And

          3  I see looking at the agenda today that there is a

          4  few other bills that got introduced that certainly

          5  look like they make sense to be made law.

          6                 Intro. 308 simply says that if the

          7  Department, the State Department of Education puts

          8  your license on probation, that you simply lose your

          9  right to self certify any applications that you do.

         10                 309 is a little more technical in

         11  terms of what the Department of Buildings would do

         12  to you, or could do to you, if you false certify

         13  plans, and there's provisions in there to make

         14  developers who, or excuse me, engineers or

         15  architects who negligently file plans, and clearly

         16  we're going after the really bad guys here, we

         17  acknowledge that most of the architects and

         18  engineers in this City do a good job, but there are

         19  instances that we've seen in a newspaper where

         20  buildings got put up with a tree in the middle of

         21  it, and I think those are the type of guys that

         22  we're going after.

         23                 Some of the provisions would require

         24  engineers and architects of this type to undergo

         25  continuing education. Additionally it would
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          2  discontinue their right to self-certify while

          3  they're on probation, and I think that these are two

          4  really, really good steps, and I see that there is

          5  an introduction that would have been great if it

          6  could have been considered in here, I think it's

          7  introduced by Council Member James, whereas if the

          8  Department of Buildings sees something wrong, that

          9  they communicate that to the State Department of

         10  Education. Certainly I wish that could have been in

         11  one of these bills because it could have been made

         12  law today, but that looks like something we

         13  definitely should consider.

         14                 Additionally, I want to thank Council

         15  Member Nelson in his role on this, because he led to

         16  the provisions that says if you do one or two really

         17  bad certifications, then you lose the right to

         18  certify your plans professionally and that

         19  Department of Buildings has to review all of your

         20  plans.

         21                 I think, again, these bills are a

         22  step in the right direction. We certainly want to

         23  see plans and development to be good and more

         24  accurate, and I think these two bills will lead us

         25  in that direction. I thank you, Madam Speaker, for
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          2  the time to speak on these items.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Chairperson

          4  Dilan. I'd like to call on one of the sponsors in

          5  the bill, Council Member Vacca.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you,

          7  Madam Speaker. Today we are beginning to address

          8  something that has become the bane of existence for

          9  those of us concerned about over-development and

         10  persistent violations of the zoning resolution of

         11  our City.

         12                 Yesterday we're finally beginning to

         13  address self-certification. I urge my colleagues to

         14  vote yes on both these intros that I have

         15  introduced, along with Councilman Nelson.

         16                 Both of these pieces of legislation

         17  are long overdue. For too long, under the guise of

         18  cutting red tape and moving the permit approval

         19  process expeditiously, we have allowed

         20  self-certification too often to be used by those who

         21  seek to circumvent the system, fudge zoning and

         22  parking requirements and build overly-dense projects

         23  to go unchecked, and block after block in this City

         24  have suffered with out-of-character housing that

         25  goes against the intent and the letter of the zoning
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          2  in place. Zoning that seeks to protect the integrity

          3  of our communities in this City.

          4                 Both laws are self-explanatory. I

          5  want to thank the Mayor, the Administration, the

          6  Council, the Committee, everyone who has put the

          7  Buildings Department on the map.

          8                 Since I came to the Council I have

          9  tried to highlight not only past mistakes made by

         10  the agency and the need to monitor

         11  application-by-application the approval process, but

         12  be supportive and make seriously policy

         13  recommendations so that we can learn from the past

         14  and protect our future.

         15                 When it comes to self-certification,

         16  I know we have more to do. Today, however, we are

         17  taking two significant steps, and I urge my

         18  colleagues to vote yes on both intros before you.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         21                 Next I want to call on one of the

         22  other authors of the bill, Council Member Mike

         23  Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Speaker.
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          2                 As I said in the press conference,

          3  nothing good can come out of this without the help

          4  of Christine Quinn, our Speaker, and this is a good

          5  thing, indeed.

          6                 We all know how this City was under

          7  siege by overdevelopment and we had to do something

          8  about it. We had to lay down tracks somehow and this

          9  is an especially good start. These people were

         10  self-certifying and doing it incorrectly, whether

         11  they're architects or professional engineers, those

         12  who took advantage must be put into their places,

         13  and that's what this legislation plans to do.

         14                 I thank also Chair Dilan, who is

         15  ushering this through and doing a great job, and

         16  Jimmy Oddo for his hard work out in the field, and,

         17  of course, my co-sponsor Jimmy Vacca, who really put

         18  together the loose ends of this and put together the

         19  front ends as well. And I'm very proud to have this

         20  legislation come to be. Thank you.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         22                 And, finally, we'll hear from the

         23  Chair of our Task Force, Jimmy Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         25  Speaker. As you said, we've had hearings in each of
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          2  the five boroughs and the one thing is clear, at the

          3  very least we have a perception problem. When the

          4  public and the citizens of New York don't believe in

          5  the integrity of the self-certification process, we

          6  have a problem, and I just want to commend Council

          7  Member Vacca and Council Member Mike Nelson, and I

          8  want to particularly highlight Jimmy Vacca's work

          9  because he has become a de facto inspector general

         10  of this agency, and if we really want to make the

         11  changes that all of us are clamoring for, it has to

         12  occur, and it will occur if we invest ourselves in

         13  the agency.

         14                 This is an agency that started in a

         15  big hole, and it's slowly getting better.

         16                 I want to thank Chairman Dilan for

         17  all of his leadership. He and I will be meeting with

         18  the State Department of Education, the entity that's

         19  responsible for pulling the licenses on these bad

         20  guys, and since 1995, the State Department of

         21  Education has only had 132 references to it. That

         22  tells you that a lot of bad people are doing a lot

         23  of bad things and getting away with it. And I just

         24  want to remind our colleagues that I agree with

         25  particularly Council Member Avella, Council Member
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          2  McMahon, whose end game is the complete abolition of

          3  self-certification. I think absolutely that should

          4  be the goal and we should move in that direction.

          5                 I will just remind my colleagues that

          6  professional certification came about in the 1990s

          7  as a result of fiscal challenges and staff

          8  reductions. And as we begin to phase down

          9  self-certification, we also have to step up in the

         10  budget process and demand that this agency is funded

         11  to the proper tune so we have inspectors to go out

         12  there and do these inspections.

         13                 We are working very aggressively and

         14  actively with the Speaker's staff to put out a

         15  report where there will be specific recommendations.

         16  Don't hold me to this, but, for example, if an area

         17  is rezoned, perhaps there should be no

         18  self-certification in that area. Perhaps there

         19  should be liability, errors and omissions insurance

         20  for architects and engineers who self-certify. These

         21  are the things that we're looking at aggressively

         22  and hopefully as we go through the rest of 2007, we

         23  could have other substantive items. And I thank

         24  Council Members Vacca and Nelson again for these two

         25  very good steps in the right direction.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          3                 Next I want to mention a Land Use

          4  item that we're voting on today, and I want to thank

          5  Chairperson Melinda Katz of the Land Use Committee

          6  for her work on this, and in particular I want to

          7  thank the Chair of the Land Use Subcommittee,

          8  Jessica Lappin whose district this item is in, and

          9  this is very, very exciting, an exciting day, and a

         10  very significant action we are taking here.

         11                 In 1990, in what some refer to as the

         12  Board of Estimate's going out of business sale, a

         13  lot of things happened literally in the middle of

         14  the night. And one of the things that happened in

         15  the middle of the night was part two buildings in

         16  the City -- two buildings which are part of the City

         17  and Suburban buildings on the Upper East Side, all

         18  of which had been landmarked and gone through the

         19  Landmarks Preservation Commission process, two of

         20  those were dedesignated as landmarks, and this was

         21  an action that has really stuck in the craw of the

         22  Upper East Side and preservation advocates and

         23  affordable housing advocates for those 16 years, and

         24  people kept working and focused and knew that if

         25  they were determined, there would be a day when that
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          2  wrong was righted, and those two buildings would be

          3  made landmarks again. And this is that day and it

          4  couldn't be more exciting that this victory for the

          5  Upper East Side happened under the leadership of

          6  Council Member Jessica Lappin, the Chair of our

          7  Landmarks Committee, who is the member who has the

          8  privilege of representing City and Suburban.

          9                 Chairperson Lappin.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you very

         11  much, Madam Speaker. Thank you to my colleagues and

         12  to the Chair, Melinda Katz. It is a very exciting

         13  day. You don't get too many do-overs in government,

         14  and that's what this is, a rare opportunity to right

         15  a wrong, to fix what was a bad back-room deal done

         16  in the middle of the night at 3:00 in the morning

         17  that was a mistake.

         18                 And the Landmarks Commission, after

         19  16 years, and I want to thank Commissioner Tierney

         20  and the Administration for taking another look at

         21  this, and for designating for a second time the full

         22  block complex of City and Suburban First Avenue

         23  Estate, including these two buildings on York

         24  Avenue.

         25                 There are community activists who are
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          2  here today in the Chamber, who have been fighting

          3  for 16 years. I want you to stand up, and thank you

          4  for all of your work. Every once in awhile good

          5  things come to those who wait, and particularly in

          6  the age of term limits, when there are people who

          7  come in and out of government, you have continued to

          8  make this an issue that was important, that was on

          9  the forefront and that elected officials were

         10  continuing to focus on because of your advocacy.

         11                 So, it's been a pleasure to work on

         12  this. I think it is, in terms of the affordable

         13  housing movement and building decent, safe, clean

         14  housing for this City's working poor, this is a huge

         15  step forward. It's important architecturally and

         16  historically, and I'm very, very proud of what we're

         17  doing today to save these buildings forever. Thank

         18  you.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         20  And that concludes communications from the Speaker.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         22  of General Orders.

         23                 Council Member James. No? Anybody

         24  else? No, nobody else.

         25                 Council Member Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to

          3  add that the New York Cab Company is also being

          4  voted on today. This is a stable on the corner of

          5  76th and Amsterdam that was originally for horses

          6  and is still a lovely building. And I know that

          7  thanks also to the Subcommittee and the Land Use

          8  Committee and the Speaker's Office for moving it

          9  forward. It sits right next door to another building

         10  called the Dakota Stables, which although kindly

         11  calendared by the Landmarks Preservation Commission,

         12  the owner took, with Buildings Department approval,

         13  took off the facade and it was not able to be

         14  landmarked. So, it's the ying and yang in terms of

         15  the positive and the negative, but it's very

         16  positive that the New York Cab Company, and I just

         17  want to say in this case, the owner of the building

         18  was supportive and deserves a lot of credit for his

         19  support.

         20                 And then I also want to mention Nat

         21  Levanthal. Is that appropriate to do that at this

         22  moment? To say that we will be voting him to be a

         23  member of the City Planning Commission and the City

         24  of New York is very fortunate that he wants to do

         25  this, with all that experience. He's a great West
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          2  Sider. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

          4  Special Committees.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          7  Standing Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          9  Committee on Finance. Preconsidered LU 365 and Reso

         10  701. Supportive housing program.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Housing and Buildings. Intro. 308-A,

         15  probation of professional engineers and registered

         16  architects.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         18  General Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 309-A.

         20  Sanctioning professional engineers and registered

         21  architects.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         23  general orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         25  Committee on Land Use. LU 317 and Reso 702. Zoning
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          2  map amendment.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 344. Mixed use

          6  development. Ladies' Mile Historic District.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

          8  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          9  Commission, pursuant to Rule 11.70(b) of the Rules

         10  of the Council and Section 197-d of the New York

         11  City Charter.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 366

         13  and Reso 703. Landmarks designation.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 367

         17  and Reso 704. Landmarks designation.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         22                 M 495 and Reso 705. Nathan --

         23  appointment of Nathan Leventhal, New York City

         24  Planning Commission.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 496 and Reso 706.

          4  Appointment of Betty Y. Chen, New York City Planning

          5  Commission.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 497 and Reso 707.

          9  Reappointment of Richard Eaddy, New York City

         10  Planning Commission.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 498 and Reso 708.

         14  Reappointment of Alfred C. Cerullo, New York City

         15  Planning Commission.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 517

         19  and Reso 709. Appointment of Lauvienska Polanco, New

         20  York City Taxi and Limousine Commission.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         24  Order Calendar.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 344 and Reso 710.
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          2  Mixed use development. Ladies' Mile Historic

          3  District.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          7  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders, and at this point I ask for a roll call on

         10  all matters that are coupled on the General Order

         11  Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I please

         10  be excused to vote on the Land Use items as well?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

         13  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

         16  briefly excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

         19                 I want to add my voice to those

         20  thanking the Speaker, Chairman Dilan, Task Force

         21  Chairman Oddo and Council Members Vacca and Nelson

         22  for their work on 308-A and 309-A.

         23                 I am not quite as sanguine about the

         24  Buildings Department as some of the comments that

         25  were made earlier. I am very mindful of the fact
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          2  that while we would like to get rid of

          3  self-certification and we should, eventually, at the

          4  very least for all one applications, the Buildings

          5  Department seems unable or unwilling to spend the

          6  money this Council provides to them to hire plan

          7  examiners and whatnot to get into the 21st century,

          8  where we would like them to be.

          9                 And, so, I think we need to continue

         10  to keep the pressure on this Buildings Department,

         11  let them know that we are still not satisfied.

         12                 And as far as the self-certification

         13  legislation we're passing today, this is absolutely

         14  essential legislation. It is more than perception,

         15  it is a reality. I look every day at the monument of

         16  self-certification that rises one story too high on

         17  Kimball Street, unoccupied, yet built with

         18  self-certification, a floor too high.

         19                 So, I am very pleased that these

         20  bills are moving today, and I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         25  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to
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          2  explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I wish to

          5  also congratulate and thank Chairman Dilan and

          6  Council Member Vacca and, of course, the Minority

          7  Leader James Oddo for their work on Intro. 308-A and

          8  Intro. 309-A, which I am proud to be a sponsor. This

          9  is obviously a first good step in our battle on

         10  overdevelopment that is long overdue and I look

         11  forward to the report from the Task Force and in

         12  addition legislative matter which will be coming out

         13  of those reports.

         14                 I'd also like to congratulate former

         15  Council Member Minority Leader Fred Cerullo on his

         16  appointment, reappointment to the City Planning

         17  Commission. Fred is an outstanding man who will

         18  really do great services on behalf of the City of

         19  New York. I vote aye on all coupled General Orders.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: With kudos to

          3  Council Members Nelson and Vacca for their excellent

          4  legislation that will help us all, I vote aye on

          5  all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

          8  excused to briefly explain my vote, Madam Public

          9  Advocate?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you. I

         12  just want to reiterate my staunch support for the

         13  appointment of Betty Chen to the Department of City

         14  Planning. Not only does she reside in Council

         15  District 1, but she has served with distinction in

         16  many capacities on behalf of our community and the

         17  entire City as a member of the Lower Manhattan

         18  Development Corporation, and as a staff member of

         19  the Governors Island oversight corporation, we wish

         20  they weren't independent corporations, but be that

         21  since they are, we have been fortunate and are

         22  fortunate to have the benefit of Ms. Chen's

         23  community sensitivity, as well as her wisdom and

         24  talent. I know she'll be fair. I know she'll be open

         25  to community concerns, and I'm confident she'll be
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          2  an outstanding commissioner.

          3                 So, it's with pleasure I vote aye on

          4  her nomination, as well as all other items pending

          5  before us today. And congratulations to Council

          6  members, and thank Vacca and Nelson for their

          7  important work on the professional issues pertaining

          8  to architects and engineers in building and other

          9  construction. Thank you very much and I vote aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: I very proudly

         23  vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, if I may briefly be excused to explain my

          9  vote. I vote aye on all coupled matters and I

         10  commend all of those who have been involved in

         11  bringing real reform to the problems posed by

         12  self-certification in how the City allows buildings

         13  to be built.

         14                 I am one who advocates and will

         15  continue to advocate that in fact self-certification

         16  should be eliminated.

         17                 To add to the tale told by Council

         18  Member Fidler, in my own district architects and

         19  engineers have certified that, and building plans in

         20  buildings that are about to be built would allow

         21  two-family housing, and if I didn't run down to the

         22  Buildings Department and say, wait a minute, this is

         23  one-family housing, how can you allow this to

         24  happen, and when they finally looked at the file

         25  they agreed with us. That architect and engineer was
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          2  never penalized, never admonished and did not lose

          3  his or her rights. And when you add to that the

          4  compounded factors, as Council Member Oddo pointed

          5  out, when there are zoning changes or in special

          6  districts, Hillside, special natural area districts

          7  and the like, which are very complicated, to allow

          8  self-certification in those districts is a direct

          9  affront to the initiatives that those special

         10  districts represent.

         11                 But I, in no way, mean to diminish

         12  the victory celebrated by those who are behind these

         13  laws, and, in fact, I am a co-sponsor to them, and I

         14  commend the Administration and my colleagues, Jim

         15  Oddo and James Vacca and Erik Dilan and all those

         16  involved, and the Speaker's Office and the Speaker,

         17  in moving this issue forward.

         18                 I'd also just like to congratulate

         19  the terrific nominees that the Mayor had sent to us

         20  for the TLC and the City Planning Commission. They

         21  have been and will continue to be great servants for

         22  the people in the City of New York, and as stated, I

         23  repeat that I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: May I be

          4  excused to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         11  all. And I request unanimous consent to vote on the

         12  Land Use Call-Ups and I vote in the affirmative on

         13  those also. Thank you very much.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: May I be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

         19  all. We are confirming today an appointment to the

         20  Taxi and Limousine Commission that is, I'm certain,

         21  an outstanding appointment. I just want to note that

         22  I think as these appointments come up on things like

         23  the TLC where there are substantive policy issues at

         24  stake there, accessibility, environmental issues, my

         25  hope is that we will see future appointees to the
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          2  TLC and to other commissions where there are

          3  substantive issues at stake. The points of view

          4  represent it that need to be. In this case

          5  environmental point of view, the accessibility point

          6  of view. So I just want to make that point for the

          7  record, but with that, I vote aye on all. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         15  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         16  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero negative and

         17  zero abstentions. Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         18  adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero

         19  negatives.

         20                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         22  to the committees as indicated on the agenda.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Since there

         24  are no resolutions, no discussion of resolutions.

         25                 General Discussion.
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          2                 Council Member Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you. I

          4  rise to talk about two bills that I'm putting in

          5  today. The first is Intro. 507, having to do with

          6  workplace safety. This is a bill to improve

          7  workplace safety that I'm putting forward with the

          8  Civil Service Chair Joe Addabbo. Two and a half

          9  years ago Joe and I passed a similar bill, Local Law

         10  41, the Workplace Safety and Protection Act. That

         11  bill has not lived up to its potential, and so by

         12  offering Intro. 507, the bill that makes some modest

         13  changes to Local Law 41, we'll get a lot better

         14  yield out of that and so we hope that people will

         15  sign on to Intro 507.

         16                 So, Intro. 506, having to do with the

         17  wetlands protection policy for New York City, I'm

         18  putting forward legislation today to make certain

         19  that New York City's remaining wetland resources are

         20  adequately protected and this bill will go a long

         21  way towards doing that.

         22                 We lost 86 percent of our national

         23  wetlands over the last 100 years, and those that

         24  remain have very little protection. So, I would ask

         25  for support for Intro. 506.
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          2                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Comrie. Council Member Comrie? Going, going

          5  -- Council Member Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 Scripture teaches us do not stand

          9  idly by the blood of your neighbor. But all too

         10  often we have done just that, from Cambodia to

         11  Armenia, Bosnia to Ruanda, of course during the

         12  Holocaust, citizens of the world have stood idly by

         13  as atrocities and genocide were committed.

         14                 Today, sadly, it is happening again.

         15  This time in Darfur. Already this genocide has

         16  claimed over 400,000 lives, while 3.5 million people

         17  have gone hungry, and another 2.5 million people

         18  have been left homeless, and countless women and

         19  children have been assaulted and abused.

         20                 The time is now for us to act. It is

         21  time for us to speak as a people and as a City. We

         22  need to say clearly and strongly that we will not

         23  tolerate these crimes against humanity.

         24                 While American companies have been

         25  banned from doing business with Sudan since 1997,
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          2  the global nature of our economy has created a

          3  loophole. Many City and State pension funds are

          4  still allowed to invest in foreign companies that do

          5  substantial business with the Sudanese government.

          6                 It is a sad true fact that the

          7  companies we currently invest in are supporting the

          8  Sudanese government, the very body that is

          9  responsible for these atrocities.

         10                 In New York City alone, our pension

         11  funds hold more than $524 million worth of

         12  investments in companies with active holdings into

         13  Sudan. So, today I introduce this resolution and

         14  call on the pension funds of New York and New York

         15  State to divest all of their investments made in a

         16  targeted -- to divest their targeted investments of

         17  companies, some of the worst offenders doing

         18  business in Sudan.

         19                 This legislation is a crucial step we

         20  can take to protect the millions of precious lives

         21  still at risk in Darfur. By withdrawing our

         22  investments from these targeted companies New

         23  Yorkers will set an example that I hope will be

         24  followed by cities around the globe.

         25                 It is our moral responsibility as New
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          2  Yorkers, as Americans and as world people to stand

          3  up for our neighbors and let our voices be heard.

          4  Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate. I rise today, I want to thank

          9  so many members that have already committed to sign

         10  onto my symbolic moratorium to eliminate the use of

         11  the "N" word and focusing on the fact that today is

         12  the first day of Black History Month, today is the

         13  first day that we need to start reeducating our

         14  children on why they should not use this word.

         15                 Before I do anything else, I want to

         16  thank Abolish the N Word Project, Joe Merritt and

         17  Covan Flowers who donated the t-shirts to all of the

         18  members here today, that were on your chairs today.

         19  She is expecting a child, so she could not stay with

         20  us all afternoon. She was here earlier for the press

         21  conference.

         22                 Now, this resolution is symbolic.

         23  It's not the most important thing that we do as

         24  legislators, but it's sparked a discussion that I'm

         25  actually kind of surprised at the intensity of the
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          2  discussion that has been sparked. We need to try to

          3  do everything we can to recapture our children.

          4  Clearly, our children have been disconnected from

          5  society. They don't understand why there even is a

          6  holiday on January 15th to celebrate Martin Luther

          7  King. This is the Year 2007, children that were born

          8  20 years ago have no connection to civil rights, no

          9  connection to history. They're moving with fads, and

         10  they're being seduced by short-term gratification.

         11  They're being seduced by people in the media that

         12  want to affect their brains and truly brainwash

         13  them.

         14                 I hope that every member takes an

         15  opportunity during this month when they're in

         16  schools to talk about this issue, and the fact that

         17  we need to make our children understand that their

         18  self-esteem is denigrated when they use this word.

         19  Their communities are hurt when they use this word

         20  and other words and other hateful statements, that

         21  they're being brainwashed into using by a media that

         22  only wants to create fads and show that they can

         23  still manipulate our minds by using words that are

         24  derived from hate.

         25                 So, I hope that all members sign onto
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          2  this resolution and I hope that we all work together

          3  to reeducate and take back our children. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 My colleagues, I rise this afternoon

          9  to share some good information with you. I know all

         10  of you heard when our Governor made the announcement

         11  as far as how much money New York City is going to

         12  get concerning the Campaign for Fiscal Equity. The

         13  number is $5.4 billion for New York City over the

         14  next four years, and clearly that, within the range

         15  of this commitment of $4- $6 billion. And of that we

         16  are hearing is 3.2 billion from the State and 2.2

         17  billion from New York City.

         18                 But the bottom line of that all, I

         19  said that an adequate education for our children

         20  will not get our children into City College of New

         21  York. An adequate education will not get our

         22  children into SUNY New Paltz. An adequate education

         23  will not get our children into Columbia University.

         24  An "adequate" education is the minimum education

         25  standard that we must provide our children. We must
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          2  provide our children with an excellent education so

          3  that they get in any of the schools that they wish.

          4                 Number two, I rise to you today to

          5  inform you, based on all of you communicating with

          6  me, that we are holding a hearing on this bus

          7  nonsense on February 13th at 1:00 p.m. From 1:00 to

          8  4:00 p.m. here in the Chambers, and then from 4:30

          9  to whatever time we finish hearing from parents and

         10  other people across at 250 Broadway. February 13th,

         11  Tuesday, at 1:00 p.m.

         12                 And finally, my colleague Oliver

         13  Koppell had to leave because he has a touche of the

         14  flu, I guess, and he asked me to speak about

         15  Resolution 697, about the Con Edison proposed

         16  transmission lines coming through the communities of

         17  Westchester, Rockland, Riverdale and Washington

         18  Heights and Inwood. And we're asking Con Edison to

         19  look at the proposed route that we feel is the best

         20  route for our communities.

         21                 So, I ask you to sign onto Resolution

         22  697. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I rise to ask my colleagues to

          4  co-sponsor a number of pieces of legislation I'm

          5  putting in today. The first is Intro. 518, which

          6  imposes stiffer financial and criminal penalties on

          7  construction companies and developers who do not

          8  comply with sections of the Administrative Code or

          9  state that anyone engaged in construction activities

         10  are required to provide reasonable and adequate

         11  protection for the safety of all persons and

         12  property.

         13                 The second bill relates to emergency

         14  service volunteers, Intro. 519. That legislation

         15  would allow voluntary emergency services to purchase

         16  fuel directly from the Fire and Police Department

         17  Depot Centers at a wholesale discounted rate.

         18  Cheaper fuel equals money saved for operating costs

         19  and other expenses. Volunteer emergency service

         20  workers are unpaid and barely subsidized by the

         21  City, therefore, any cost overtures that could be

         22  eliminated or lessened by what amounts to minimal

         23  aid from the City would be of great benefit.

         24                 The next resolution I'm offering is

         25  Resolution 700, which calls upon the MTA to allow
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          2  unlimited use MetroCards to volunteer ambulance

          3  companies in order for them to have quick and easy

          4  access to subway stations in the times of medical

          5  emergencies in their jurisdictions.

          6                 Finally, I'm offering two bills along

          7  with Council Member Gennaro which expand on the

          8  self-certification bills that I strongly supported

          9  today and we voted on, but just to state them, put

         10  them before the body, because I think they'll help

         11  go a long way to ending some of the problems that

         12  we've been having with self certification.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you.

         17  New York City is home to more than 400,000 veterans,

         18  and often when returning from combat or non-combat

         19  service it's extremely difficult for these veterans

         20  to navigate through the bureaucracy and red tape of

         21  government assistance. Veterans' benefits come from

         22  all levels of government and from not-for-profits,

         23  so it is confusing to figure it out for veterans.

         24                 Recent Crains New York Business

         25  featured an article about returning to civilian life
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          2  from active military combat. Crains said "The vets

          3  stumble through a confusing tangle of government,

          4  non-profit agencies offering help. It's an

          5  inadequate system that can't even muster an official

          6  up-to-date account of how many vets are at risk."

          7                 The bill I'm introducing today will

          8  streamline these procedures by requiring the Mayor's

          9  Office of Veterans' Affairs to send correspondence

         10  to veterans informing them of City, State and

         11  Federal Programs that they and their families may be

         12  eligible for.

         13                 The goal and intent of the

         14  legislation is to ensure that in times when we turn

         15  to our veterans to help us, we in turn have the

         16  availability and the process to help them.

         17                 So, I'm asking you to join me and

         18  Veterans' Committee Chairman Hiram Monserrate in

         19  sponsoring Intro. 508, to deliver a strong message

         20  to our community that we will never forget veterans'

         21  service.

         22                 Also, I ask you to consider the bill

         23  on film production industry. That is 509. You know,

         24  this industry is indispensable to our City's

         25  economy, but we also know during film production
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          2  restriction of parking on a block or several blocks

          3  often happened in multiple days in a row. So, today

          4  I'm introducing a proposal that would help the

          5  communication between production crews and the

          6  neighborhoods in which they shoot.

          7                 The bill calls for the Mayor's Office

          8  of Film, Theatre and Broadcasting to notify and

          9  obtain input from the local community board and the

         10  Council member when restricting parking for more

         11  than 24 hours.

         12                 It's more than just a notification,

         13  it's allowing us to help them plan these days, and I

         14  think by doing that we have a better sense of the

         15  community's activities and calendar, and for that

         16  reason, I hope you support Intro. 509.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         20                 Thousands of New Yorkers currently

         21  must deal with the stigma associated with having a

         22  criminal record for the rest of their lives, and

         23  they seek employment and housing and strive to

         24  become productive members of society, even after

         25  they have fully paid their debt to society and in
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          2  many cases have lived law-abiding lives for many

          3  years after completion of their sentences.

          4                 New York City and New York State has

          5  long been the leader in providing for employment

          6  opportunities for qualified individuals with

          7  histories of criminal justice involvement, and so I

          8  ask all of my colleagues to join me in sponsoring

          9  Reso 696, which calls for business tax credits to

         10  employees that hire formerly incarcerated

         11  individuals.

         12                 Let me also ask my colleagues to sign

         13  onto Intro 511, which would also address the

         14  systemic problems with the Department of Buildings.

         15                 And lastly, I would like to bring to

         16  the attention of my colleagues the fact that ACS has

         17  put together a list of 14 centers in the Borough of

         18  Brooklyn that it has said were at a high risk of

         19  being closed.

         20                 ACS contends that these centers are

         21  under-enrolled because the demographics have changed

         22  in the Borough of Brooklyn and they are simply too

         23  many ACS centers, and too few eligible children in

         24  need of day care.

         25                 This is far from the case. According
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          2  to ACS, these 14 at-risk centers are in zip codes

          3  where 40 percent of the children are below the

          4  poverty level and 60 to 75 percent of the families

          5  are under the State child care income ceiling of 200

          6  percent of poverty. I would ask that ACS, I would

          7  ask that the Administration reconsider and reopen

          8  these at-risk centers which are all, all, located in

          9  Central Brooklyn.

         10                 And lastly, I would hope that the day

         11  care, ACS reconsider the closing of the second, the

         12  third day care center in my district, Irving Place.

         13  Place save Irving Place.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Deblasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 Well, I want to follow-up on Council

         20  Member James' comments, and I want to thank her for

         21  her leadership on the issue of the day care centers

         22  in Brooklyn, and I also want to thank the Chair of

         23  the Brooklyn Delegation Erik Dilan. We had a very

         24  important meeting of the Brooklyn Delegation earlier

         25  today with representatives of the Administration and
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          2  of ACS, and the bottom line is in addition to Irving

          3  Place Child Care Center, there are 14 child care

          4  centers in Brooklyn, whose future is in doubt, and

          5  it is crucial that we work with those centers and

          6  with ACS to preserve them. They are an incredibly

          7  important resource in our community that serve

          8  hundreds and hundreds of children, and children in

          9  need. They help them on the right start for their

         10  lives, and they are part of community organizations

         11  that play a larger role in the community and are the

         12  result of years and years of efforts to create the

         13  kind of grassroots community-based organizations

         14  that really understood neighborhoods and served them

         15  best.

         16                 So, I am saying this to say that

         17  every member should be concerned and every member of

         18  Brooklyn, in particular, should be concerned that we

         19  protect these child care centers. We are hopeful for

         20  a cooperative process with ACS and we hope to reach

         21  out to communities to let them know that there are

         22  available spaces in 14 child care centers in

         23  Brooklyn for those who qualify and want to fill

         24  those centers up right away, but we also need to

         25  remind ACS how important it is to protect those
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          2  centers and to work with the City Council,

          3  especially the local members, every step of the way.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Dickens.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I strongly support and encourage my

         10  colleagues to sign onto Reso 693, declaring a

         11  moratorium on the use of the "N" word during Black

         12  History Month, but I feel that the "N" word should

         13  be banned 12 months of every year. The word is

         14  denigrating, mean-spirited, representing a hate and

         15  disdain of a people. It is not a term of endearment,

         16  nor love, nor friendship, and when the use of the

         17  "N" word can be used as a legal defense at a court

         18  of law, that when used during the beating of a

         19  person with a bat while yelling the "N" word was

         20  meant in friendship, then it is long passed time

         21  when we must all stand together to denounce its use

         22  and educate all people in its demeaning definition.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          3  much.

          4                 I rise to support Resolution 692. As

          5  you know, this is the beginning of Fashion Week

          6  tomorrow in the City of New York, thanks to Tyra

          7  Banks, and also thanks to the City of Milan, and the

          8  City of Madrid, there is a big push to try to make

          9  sure that the economic development of the wonderful

         10  fashion industry continues, but also that

         11  individuals who are modeling are healthy. And in the

         12  City of Milan, models must have a minimum weight,

         13  called body mass index, of 18.5. They cannot be

         14  younger than 16. They take courses in healthy

         15  nutrition, and the designers hopefully use more than

         16  one size in clothing.

         17                 Here in New York the Council of

         18  Fashion Designers of America, CFDA, is certainly

         19  engrossed in discussions on this issue, so the

         20  purpose of this resolution is to push even more than

         21  perhaps CFDA is doing to be sure that the models are

         22  healthy, because I think we all want a beautiful and

         23  healthy modeling industry.

         24                 This is actually a very important

         25  discussion. Tyra Banks said it much better than I
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          2  can on Larry King Live this week, and she talks a

          3  lot about the concern of eating disorders.

          4                 So, I urge you all to support this

          5  particular resolution. Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate. I want to take a moment to

         10  speak in support of my colleague Tish James

         11  regarding the closure of Irving Place.

         12                 I think it's fundamentally unfair to

         13  the community to have these day care slots moved

         14  because of some issues that the Board of the day

         15  care center may have had or the Director may have

         16  had.

         17                 I think ACS will be well within their

         18  rights to work with Council Member James to

         19  restructure the Board and to get that Board to find

         20  a new Director, but it is fundamentally unfair that

         21  the community would have to lose these day care

         22  slots because of the inadequacies of the Board of

         23  this agency. So, I want to extend my support to my

         24  colleague Council Member James.

         25                 And I also want to say during the
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          2  Brooklyn Delegation Meeting, I, for one, appreciated

          3  the fact that ACS had reached out to us on the issue

          4  of these 14 day care centers that are underutilized.

          5                 Now, at that meeting they stated

          6  clearly to myself and to the members of the Brooklyn

          7  Delegation that they had no intention of closing

          8  these 14 centers, and I, for one, am going to hold

          9  them to their word that they are not going to close

         10  these 14 centers.

         11                 However, looking at the big picture,

         12  of these 14 centers, they're budgeted for

         13  approximately 2,000 slots and they're only 50

         14  percent filled, which means there is about 1,000

         15  slots of day care available in Central Brooklyn.

         16                 Now, I find it hard to believe that

         17  these slots are underutilized but they're the

         18  experts, they stated what the issues were, and I'm

         19  going to believe that these slots are actually and

         20  factually underutilized.

         21                 Myself, and members of the Brooklyn

         22  Delegation have made a commitment to work with ACS

         23  and Chairman DeBlasio and the Directors of these

         24  centers to make sure that these sites get up to 100

         25  percent utilization, and we've also got the
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          2  commitment that once up to 100 percent utilization

          3  at these centers, that they will continue to operate

          4  as they were normal centers, and I'm sure that

          5  myself, Chair DeBlasio, and other members of

          6  Brooklyn are going to be working hard on this issue

          7  in the near future.

          8                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Felder.

         11                 He left. Seeing nobody else -- oh,

         12  I'm sorry.

         13                 Council Member Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Okay, thanks.

         15  First, I want to say how happy I am not to be called

         16  on immediately after Gale Brewer spoke about eating

         17  disorders.

         18                 I want to be associated with the

         19  comments of Council Member Dilan in support of the

         20  Irving Place Center in Councilman Vann's district

         21  that Councilwoman James spoke about earlier.

         22                 I am very, very concerned that the

         23  Administration is using bureaucratic babble when

         24  they say they're coming in to help, that in fact

         25  they might be targeting these 14 centers for
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          2  closure. And I don't think it's just paranoia,

          3  because they're here closing Irving Place, and for

          4  the very same reasons they say they're coming in to

          5  help the other 14.

          6                 And, frankly, I think it's a big

          7  hypocritical, and I think that they ought to revisit

          8  Irving Place, and offer it the same help that

          9  they're offering these other 14 centers. And we need

         10  to stay on them during this process to make sure

         11  that the commitments that they made to Chairman

         12  Dilan and the Brooklyn Delegation are kept literally

         13  and to the word, because we have 2,000 day care

         14  slots at stake. That's an awful lot of families and

         15  children that are affected, and certainly the ones

         16  at Irving Place are no less important than the other

         17  14. And sometimes you have to roll it back and say

         18  we made a mistake and then we acted hastily. I think

         19  it's appropriate that the Administration take

         20  another look at Irving Place and see if we can't all

         21  come together and provide the kind of support that

         22  will allow that day care center to be open and to be

         23  fully enrolled.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

                                                            89

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  nobody else, the Council Meeting of February 1st is

          3  terminated, ended, departed, finished.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 3:40 p.m.)
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