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          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Good morning.

          3  This meeting of the General Welfare Committee is

          4  called to order.

          5                 I would like to welcome my

          6  colleagues, Maria Baez, Diana Reyna, and Annabel

          7  Palma, and we expect some other members of the

          8  Committee shortly. I'd like to make a programming

          9  note that we have the joyous news that Jessica

         10  Lappin has had her child, so she will not be joining

         11  us. She is doing a far more important mission right

         12  now. As I said, we expect at least another member

         13  momentarily, so we will be voting shortly but we

         14  wanted to say a few things up front, first of all,

         15  thanks to everyone who helped make this hearing,

         16  this meeting possible today, and who worked on this

         17  legislation. Thank all the members of the Speaker's

         18  staff who worked very hard on it, and Council Member

         19  Baez's staff, Council Member Mendez's staff, of

         20  course, Molly Murphy and Freya Riel of the General

         21  Welfare Committee. And we want to thank Billy for

         22  always being there when we need to vote.

         23                 So, today we are considering Intro.

         24  501-A, and I am very pleased that Council Member

         25  Baez, along with the Speaker, and Council Member

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE

          2  Mendez and myself, have been able to bring this

          3  legislation forward. I thank Council Member Baez, in

          4  particular, for her leadership. This is, in my view,

          5  part of a progression we've been going through in

          6  this City now for decades to recognize and give full

          7  equality to all the citizens of this City. And I

          8  think if you look at the history in recent years,

          9  and I've had the honor of being involved in some of

         10  that history in a behind the scenes way, we went

         11  from first fighting to stop discrimination per se,

         12  to recognizing domestic partnerships formally by

         13  Executive Order, to then recognizing domestic

         14  partnerships through legislation, through law, and

         15  then since then taking additional steps to really

         16  move towards a full equality of benefits and

         17  services and equality of treatment by local

         18  government. That started with some of the actions we

         19  took previously on the General Welfare Committee and

         20  in the Council, such as the Domestic Partnership

         21  Reciprocity Bill, the guarantee that people with

         22  marriages and civil unions and domestic partnerships

         23  from other jurisdictions would be recognized here as

         24  domestic partners. All of this has been progression

         25  forward. The sad part is it's taken so long and it's
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          2  taken so many steps, but there's clearly been real

          3  and consistent progress. And when it comes to some

          4  of the things that domestic partners are concerned

          5  with the most, things like their City employees

          6  bereavement and child care leave, or for any

          7  citizens, visitation and City correctional

          8  facilities, juvenile detention, HHC facilities,

          9  ability to qualify for housing benefits in NYCHA and

         10  HPD housing and certain health benefits as well.

         11  They're all very core issues in people's lives and

         12  it's crucial that people have a right to these

         13  benefits and slowly but surely, since the

         14  establishment of the domestic partner registry,

         15  there's been more and more work to ensure that those

         16  benefits are available.

         17                 But the concern that led to the

         18  writing of this legislation is that benefits will be

         19  created in the future, and those benefits need to be

         20  guaranteed equally. We do not want to have to fight

         21  each and every time to make sure people have a right

         22  to benefits. We don't want to be in the climate, as

         23  we have been nationally, where rights might be under

         24  assault, and therefore benefits do not flow to

         25  people who deserve them. That's why Intro. 501-A
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          2  proactively guarantees in the future domestic

          3  partners have access to the same benefits and

          4  services offered by the City and City agencies that

          5  are provided to married coupled. And in other words,

          6  in the future where we will not have to fight each

          7  time for equal access, it will be guaranteed.

          8                 And now it's my distinct honor to

          9  turn to the lead sponsor of the bill for her

         10  comments, Council Member Maria Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you, Chair

         12  DeBlasio. At this time I would like to take the

         13  opportunity to thank Speaker Quinn for her

         14  participation in the creation of this bill. To thank

         15  you for your leadership, Council Member Mendez, for

         16  her support, and Mayor Bloomberg and the

         17  Administration for their support.

         18                 The purpose of this bill is to ensure

         19  parity between a spousal relationship and a domestic

         20  partnership when applying for City benefits or

         21  services, therefore prohibiting discrimination.

         22                 This bill sends a clear message that

         23  the Council is dedicated to fostering equal

         24  opportunity as it relates to companionship, whether

         25  you are in a spousal relationship or a domestic
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          2  partnership, you should not be treated differently

          3  or be subjected to heightened requirements in order

          4  to receive New York City benefits or services.

          5  Therefore, today I urge all my colleagues to vote

          6  yes on this intro, so that we may continue to

          7  dedicate our demonstration to ensuring equality for

          8  all domestic partners.

          9                 I would like to take this opportunity

         10  also to thank Bob Newman, Molly Murphy, Counsel to

         11  the Committee, and the entire staff, my staff, for

         12  working on this bill. Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         14  again, Council member, for your leadership. I'd like

         15  to welcome Council Member Gale Brewer, and with the

         16  appearance of Gale Brewer, we have reached quorum

         17  and now I ask the Clerk to call the roll.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Introduction

         19  501-A. Council Member DeBlasio.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of three in
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          2  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          3  abstentions, the item has been adopted. Council

          4  Members, please sign the Committee report. Thank

          5  you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON DeBLASIO: I ask the clerk

          7  whether it will be allowable to adopt Council

          8  Members Baez and Reyna to our committee so they

          9  could vote and he will let me, but I thought it was

         10  a good idea.

         11                 But, again, thank you for all of your

         12  support. This is a very wonderful and historic day.

         13  Thank you, again, Council Member Baez. We will

         14  adjourn this meeting of the General Welfare

         15  Committee but hold the roll open for other members.

         16  This meeting is now adjourned.

         17                 (Subsequently Council Member White

         18  voted ate. The vote no stands at four in the

         19  affirmative, none in the negative, with no

         20  abstentions.)

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 10:47 a.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.
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         14  related to any of the parties to this action by
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         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

                                   ---------------------

         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

                                                            9

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

