          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10                 March 14, 2007

                            Start:  11:09 a.m.

         11                 Recess: 11:18 a.m.

         12                 City Hall

                            Committee Room

         13                 New York, New York

         14

                  B E F O R E:

         15

                         JOEL RIVERA

         16                                Chairperson,

         17

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Maria Baez

         18                                 Helen Foster

                                            John Liu

         19                                 Miguel Martinez

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S

          3

             Council Members:

          4

             Michael McMahon

          5  Helen Sears

             Kendall Stewart

          6  Albert Vann

             Maria del Carmen Arroyo

          7  Inez Dickens

             Rosie Mendez

          8  Peter Vallone, Jr.

             Diana Reyna

          9  Simcha Felder

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Good morning,

          3  ladies and gentlemen. Today the Health Committee

          4  will be voting on Intro. No. 517, sponsored by my

          5  colleague, Council Member Peter Vallone, Jr.

          6                 Intro. 517 would amend the

          7  Administrative Code in order to ban the use of trans

          8  fatty acids or trans fats in restaurants or other

          9  food service establishments in New York City.

         10                 Trans fats come primarily from

         11  partially hydrogenated vegetable oils, stick and

         12  hard shortenings and margerine. Trans fats are

         13  typically found in baked goods such as cookies,

         14  pastries and donuts, fried foods, like French Fries

         15  and other snack foods. Research shows that consuming

         16  trans fats is a health hazard and increases the

         17  chance of heart disease.

         18                 In December of 2006, New York City

         19  became the first City in the United States to ban

         20  the use of trans fats. Intro. 517 will codify the

         21  ban in the administrative code so that it cannot be

         22  lifted in the future simply by administrative

         23  action. This ban has placed New York in the vanguard

         24  of the national movement to address the ever-growing

         25  problem of heart disease, as well as the truant
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          2  epidemics of obesity and diabetes that are emerging

          3  as the most critical health crisis of the 21st

          4  century.

          5                 The Board of Health took the first

          6  step in banning trans fats, and adopting Intro. 517

          7  would take the next and most logical step in

          8  continuing our City's campaign to help make New

          9  Yorkers as healthy as possible.

         10                 We will not be hearing testimony this

         11  morning, and we will go to a vote on Intro. 517, as

         12  soon as we have a quorum.

         13                 At this time I would like to

         14  recognize my colleagues who have joined us here

         15  today. We have the troublemaker, Simcha Felder, who

         16  is here having fun every time. Then we have Council

         17  Member Peter Vallone, Jr., who is the sponsor of

         18  Intro 517; Council Member Helen Sears; Council

         19  Member Diana Reyna; Council Member Miguel Martinez;

         20  Council Member Kendall Stewart and both Marias,

         21  Maria del Carmen Arroyo, and Maria Baez from the

         22  Bronx.

         23                 At this point in time I will give the

         24  opportunity to my colleague -- and Council Member

         25  Inez Dickens to my right. I would like to give an
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          2  opportunity to my colleague, Peter Vallone, Jr., who

          3  is the sponsor of the legislation to say a few

          4  words.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Chair. Let me thank you for your leadership an

          7  this entire committee for the work you've done on

          8  this trans fat bill. And just by way of history, in

          9  case people don't know it, this was a bill that was

         10  introduced prior to the Mayor's actions. I applaud

         11  the Health Department's actions. They came up with

         12  that idea independently of us. They did not steal it

         13  from us, we did not steal it from them, but the

         14  important thing is we're not following them here.

         15  This is something that we were leading the way on,

         16  and you can see that following, other cities already

         17  in this nation have followed our lead, Philadelphia

         18  has now banned trans fats, Los Angeles is banning

         19  trans fats, other major corporations, worldwide

         20  corporations, based on what New York City has done,

         21  are banning trans fats.

         22                 We are sending a message here

         23  worldwide, New York City, the greatest City in the

         24  world, the Legislature is banning trans fats. We are

         25  protecting our citizens from this deadly threat, and
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          2  it will have ramifications. It has had

          3  ramifications, and the people of this room need to

          4  be credited for the work that you've done. As the

          5  Chair has said, we are working with the City, with

          6  the Health Department on this. I've spent a lot of

          7  time in negotiations with them. What we're doing

          8  today is strengthening the City's ban that the

          9  Health Department passed by taking away legal

         10  challenges, we're ensuring that this ban stays in

         11  place after this Administrations is gone, and we're

         12  also, as I said before, sending a message, the

         13  Legislature is taking this action, not the City

         14  agency, a clear message to the world, trans fats

         15  need to be banned.

         16                 So, again, I applaud Chair Rivera for

         17  your work on this and this entire Committee for your

         18  work and thank you for that, and I look forward to a

         19  yes vote.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you very

         21  much for your opening statements.

         22                 At this point in time we're going to

         23  call the vote and the Chair recommends an aye vote

         24  on this issue.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Introduction 517.

                                                            7

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  Council Member Rivera.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Liu.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          9  Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Mr. Chair,

         11  may I explain my vote?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes, I want

         14  to commend Councilman Peter Vallone for coming up

         15  from the inception of the Administration putting

         16  forward this ban, and Council Member Vallone

         17  stepping to the plate and saying that this should be

         18  a legislative process, rather than a mandate from a

         19  City agency that could change with whatever

         20  Administration succeeds the current Administration,

         21  and I think that this is the responsible step to

         22  take in ensuring that this becomes a State permanent

         23  mandate in the City of New York, regardless of who

         24  is in office or not, and I think long term we'll see

         25  many more healthier New Yorkers. So, in addition to
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          2  voting aye on this important piece of legislation, I

          3  will ask the clerk to also add my name as a sponsor

          4  to this legislation.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Council

          6  Member, you said "stepping to the plate," this is

          7  the trans fat bill, not the bat bill. Just so you

          8  know, okay?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you

         10  for clarifying that, Council member.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye. And I

         13  think I may be a sponsor. I don't see my name. It's

         14  on the bill. Thank you very much.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Mr. Chair,

         17  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: You know,

         20  ever since when trans fat was introduced, I said

         21  basically that this tastes too good to be good. And,

         22  so, I'm glad that the research was done to show that

         23  the problem that we have with such a product, by

         24  trying and using it, not knowing the detriment that

         25  it caused to our people. Today I'm happy to vote aye

                                                            9

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  then on this. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes. And Dr.

          5  Stewart, you want to go get some fries for lunch?

          6  They did taste really good.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye, and I'd

         11  like to be added to the bill, please. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of ten in

         17  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         18  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         19                 Council Members, please sign the

         20  Committee Report. Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: We're going to

         22  leave the vote open for an additional ten, 15

         23  minutes, so that way the Council members will have

         24  the opportunity to vote for this bill. Thank you

         25  very much.
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          2                 (Subsequently Council Member Vann and

          3  Council Member McMahon voted aye. The vote stands at

          4  12 in the affirmative, none in the negative, with no

          5  abstentions.)

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 11:18 a.m.)
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