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          1  GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Good morning, and

          3  welcome to the hearing of the Committee on

          4  Governmental Operations. I am Simcha Felder, Chair

          5  of the Committee, and I am joined by my colleagues,

          6  Council Members Seabrook, Addabbo and Dickens.

          7                 I would also like to introduce to my

          8  left, the Counsel in the Committee DeNora Johnson.

          9  Where is Israel Rodriguez? You sit here. That's the

         10  credit. For the abuse you take, you get to be

         11  introduced. Please. Thank you. The Policy Analyst to

         12  the Committee. And Mike Cassatano, who is walking

         13  towards the front, my Legislative Aid.

         14                 Yesterday the Committee considered

         15  proposed Intro. No. 502-B and received testimony

         16  from the Administration in writing, and the Campaign

         17  Finance Board attended, good government and advocacy

         18  groups, as well. The Committee appreciates that

         19  testimony, as it helps to clarify the important

         20  issues involved in the legislation that we are

         21  considering today.

         22                 In light of the testimony, today the

         23  Committee will further consider proposed Intro. No.

         24  502-B, which would amend the New York City lobbying

         25  law, as amended by Local Laws 15 and 17 of 2006, in
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          2  relation to the content of a lobbyist's statement of

          3  registration and other technical amendments to the

          4  law.

          5                 Before I give my colleagues an

          6  opportunity to make any remarks, I'd like to state

          7  that the Committee and staff have been diligent in

          8  evaluating the concerns raised by organizations like

          9  New York City Civil Liberties Union and Planned

         10  Parenthood. While we can relate to their concerns

         11  with controversial situations, I believe that the

         12  bill that we are considering today strikes the

         13  appropriate balance between protecting the privacy

         14  interests of lobbyists, their employees or their

         15  spouses or domestic partners and unemancipated

         16  children, and ensuring that business of lobbying as

         17  it affects governing in New York City is transparent

         18  to all New York City residents.

         19                 To the extent that the law requires,

         20  the City Clerk and the Campaign Finance Board

         21  cannot:

         22                 (1) disclose any home address

         23  information about lobbyists, their employees,

         24  lobbyists' spouses or domestic partners and

         25  unemancipated children;
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          2                 (2) disclose the name and business

          3  address of lobbyists' spouses and domestic partners

          4  and unemancipated children; and

          5                 (3) requires the Campaign Finance

          6  Board cannot make any of this confidential

          7  information publicly available when it reports about

          8  contributions.

          9                 The proposed amendments have

         10  significantly improved upon the lobbying laws

         11  requirement's.  All of my colleagues should have

         12  received a copy of the Fiscal Impact Statement of

         13  this bill which was diligently prepared by the City

         14  Council's Finance Division. Is anyone here from the

         15  Finance Division?

         16                 What's your name, sir?

         17                 MR. SIMONE: Paul Simone.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Paul Simone.

         19  Anybody else from the Finance Division? What's your

         20  name? We're trying to ruin your moment. Shadan Smith

         21  (phonetic).

         22                 Before we go open the vote, I just

         23  want to mention that Councilman Recchia has joined

         24  us. I just also would like to mention that there

         25  were many, many meetings going on at the same time
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          2  yesterday, and there was, I'd say, very vocal

          3  testimony by Planned Parenthood and by the Civil

          4  Liberties Union about the fact that they felt that

          5  they were in greater danger, or I should say in

          6  great danger, and that they should be given, I think

          7  -- I'm paraphrasing -- exemption. And quite

          8  frankly, I think that there are many, many

          9  organizations and many people who are in danger. I

         10  don't think they should give out Council members'

         11  addresses and phone numbers if you go that way.

         12  Because I think more people want me dead than them.

         13  So, it's a never-ending thing. I think it's a

         14  never-ending story. If we're going to create some

         15  form of a lobbying bill, the only way to do it is to

         16  try to do it in a fashion that best addresses some

         17  of the issues without saying that X, Y and Z are

         18  totally exempt. That's one.

         19                 Two, for the record, in this

         20  Committee if you don't sign up to speak the first 15

         21  minutes, we don't accept testimony. And I think that

         22  that's a fair rule because it's not fair to people

         23  who are here for long periods of time to have to

         24  listen to other people who come in the last minute

         25  and sign up. And for the record, the representatives
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          2  of the Civil Liberties Union came about 45 minutes

          3  late. We allowed them to speak only because they're

          4  in opposition to the bill and I didn't want to give

          5  them the opportunity to complain they were not

          6  allowed to speak. But no one should believe in any

          7  way that the Civil Liberties Union was there on time

          8  and that for some reason this Council did not want

          9  to give them a chance to be in opposition to this

         10  bill.

         11                 You know, open dialogue and

         12  discussion is encouraged, but everybody should be

         13  treated equally. And I would say that they were

         14  treated better than anyone else yesterday and it was

         15  a mistake of mine, but that was the case.

         16                 Having said that, do any of my

         17  colleagues have any questions about the bill or

         18  remarks?

         19                 Seeing none, then I'd like to go for

         20  a vote.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Introduction

         22  502-B, Council Member Felder.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I vote yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chair,
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          2  may I be briefly excused?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: No. Only at

          4  length.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you.

          6  All right. Two minutes on the clock, please.

          7                 I have to thank your staff of this

          8  Committee, and especially DeNora Johnson, for again

          9  the hours of dedication to this bill and explaining

         10  to us the bill and its revisions. And, again, I

         11  thank them for the hours of work. I do have my

         12  concerns about the bill, but I think the goal that

         13  it's trying to achieve is met, and it merits its

         14  passage, so at this point I vote aye.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         23  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         24  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         25                 Members, please sign the Committee
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          2  Report. Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I want to thank

          4  you for being here on time. I appreciate it very

          5  much, because it allows all the members to be able

          6  to take care of business.

          7                 Thank you very much. The hearing is

          8  now closed.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 10:59 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 12th day of April 2007.
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         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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