














































Statement to the Committee on Housing and Buildings  
New York City Council 
October 16, 2018 
 
 
I live in a rent-stabilized building in the 10468 zip code. Every year when temperatures 
start to go down to the mid to low 50s in October, we know the heat won’t come on for a 
few weeks or until several people complain. 
 
Some nights, the heat doesn’t turn on at all. The temperature fluctuates inside my 
apartment because there are no seals around the windows. 
 
My son’s bedroom faces the front of the building and gets the most exposure to 
temperatures outside. To avoid the inevitable freeze out this winter, I went out to 
purchase a heater so my son could stay warm throughout the night. 
 
A space heater is dangerous and this should not be a choice we have to make when we 
are paying rent for a landlord to take care of basic needs like keeping heat on at 
appropriate times. The compromise is clothing our son in double layers and waking up in 
the middle of the night to turn off the heater to avoid any accidents. 
 
Tenants in low-income neighborhoods are the most at risk for neglect from landlords. 
They don’t have the ability to pack up and move to a new apartment and put down X 
amount of months of higher rent just to have stable heat. They also have know idea 
where to start in proving that they are not getting heat. Landlords know this and the 
worst of them abuse it. 
 
The problem will only get worse as these neighborhoods get bought out by developers 
looking to turn over buildings to tenants who can pay more; effectively freezing them out. 
 
This legislation is necessary to protect not only the tenants of the buildings with the most 
heat violations, but any landlord who comes after them and believes they too can skirt 
their responsibility to provide basic services. 
	
	



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 16, 2018 

 

Testimony regarding Int. No. 780-2018, a Local Law in relation to clarifying 

responsibilities of owners and the Department of Housing Preservation and Development 

to address indoor asthma allergen hazards 

 

Chair Cornegy & Committee Colleagues, 

 

Thank you for granting me the opportunity to speak in support of Int. No. 780-2018, which I 

introduced in the Council on April 11. This bill makes a few changes to Local Law 55 of 2018, 

including requiring landlords to take measures to eradicate pests and remediate the existence of 

indoor allergen hazards and allowing HPD to determine whether to perform to correct these 

hazards. 

 

I am so proud today to present these final updates to a bill that my predecessor and mentor, Rosie 

Mendez, passed in the final days of her last term. Councilwoman Mendez worked for ten years to 

pass Local Law 55 – otherwise known as the The Asthma-Free Housing Act - alongside some 

incredible advocates. Her coalition consisted of numerous groups that are too long to list, but 

they include We Act for Environmental Justice, Urban Justice Center, Doctors Council, Make 

the Road, NY League of Conservation Voters, and so many more. To them and the cosponsors of 

the original bill, I say “thank you.” 

 

When these amendments are passed and the law goes into effect at the end of the year, New 

York City landlords will finally be required to annually inspect and correct indoor allergen 

hazards, including mold, pests, and underlying symptoms that may cause hazardous conditions in 

the homes of residents diagnosed with asthma, COPD, or lung cancer. Over 1 million New 

Yorkers - many in my District – are impacted. 

 

I want to thank the Mayor’s Office and HPD for testifying today, and I encourage all of my 

Council colleagues to sign on to Int. 780, which will put a close to a legislative chapter a decade 

in the making. 

 

Thank you again Mr. Chair, and I look forward to the rest of today’s hearing.  
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