          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10                 December 18, 2006

                            Start:  10:30 a.m.

         11                 Recess: 10:40 a.m.

         12                 City Hall

                            Committee Room

         13                 New York, New York

         14

                  B E F O R E:

         15

                         MELINDA KATZ

         16                                Chairperson,

         17

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Joel Rivera

         18                                 Tony Avella

                                            Charles Barron

         19                                 Leroy Comrie

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S

          3

             COUNCIL MEMBERS:

          4

          5  Erik Dilan

             Simcha Felder

          6  Eric Gioia

             Robert Jackson

          7  John Liu

             Miguel Martinez

          8  Michael McMahon

             Larry Seabrook

          9  Helen Sears

             Albert Vann

         10  Annabel Palma

             Maria Arroyo

         11  Inez Dickens

             Jessica Lappin

         12  Rosie Mendez

             Andrew Lanza

         13  James Oddo

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you,

          3  everyone. And I want to especially thank the caucus,

          4  I know they're in the middle of business, and

          5  interrupted their business to come up and form a

          6  quorum. So, I want to thank them for being here so

          7  quickly.

          8                 I would also like to acknowledge and

          9  congratulate and wish all the best to Senator-elect

         10  Lanza. This will be his last meeting of the Land Use

         11  Committee. I would also like to congratulate and

         12  wish well to our Congresswoman-elect, it is also her

         13  last meeting today, Congresswoman-elect Yvette

         14  Clarke. You see what being on Land Use does for you?

         15                 Okay, if I could have everybody's

         16  attention, I'm going to ask that you bear with me,

         17  I'm losing my voice, which may or may not be a

         18  benefit to most people, but I would ask that if

         19  you'd just bear with me on that so I don't have to

         20  speak loudly. But we do wish them luck in their

         21  future ventures and we look forward to hearing from

         22  them in this Chamber on future issues that we deal

         23  with as well.

         24                 All right, PSIS 263. Site plan for a

         25  600-seat primary and intermediary school, it is in
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          2  Council Member Martinez's district.

          3                 I understand that the children who

          4  attend that school will come within an area of his

          5  district, in a certain zip code, and we will get

          6  that for the record, as well, at some point. That is

          7  becoming an issue in almost every application that

          8  we have.

          9                 LU No. 234. Anchor Broadway. Council

         10  Member Dilan's district. ULURP UDAAP to facilitate

         11  construction of a two-story commercial building.

         12                 LU No. 331, Piabello. That is Council

         13  Member Katz's district, sidewalk cafe. I have an

         14  agreement with the owners to make it one row of

         15  three seats for the sidewalk cafe, eight tables in

         16  all.

         17                 LU No. 345, Council Member Vann's

         18  district. It's a motion to file pursuant to a

         19  withdrawal in Council Member Vann's district, Wood

         20  Hull Medical and Mental Health Center.

         21                 Related numbers 346 and 347. It is in

         22  Council Member Avella's district, and Council Member

         23  Weprin's district. It is a zoning map amendment. I

         24  assume a text change as well. Zoning text amendment

         25  as well, concerning building permits within R2A
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          2  districts, after the effective date of any

          3  applicable zoning map amendment, and we have two

          4  modifications to that. One is to eliminate from an

          5  existing R3-1 district, a C2-2 district, bounded by

          6  249th Street. We're basically making it from 100

          7  feet to 125 feet. Right, Tony? 125 to 100 feet.

          8                 The other one is cutting a line, 150

          9  feet southeasterly of Northern Boulevard. We're

         10  going to make that an R2A district, basically making

         11  the northern portion of it an R2A and keeping the

         12  bottom portion of it an R2. That is the modification

         13  for that.

         14                 There is a Citywide application. Oh,

         15  that was what we just read. Sorry. No wonder it

         16  sounded familiar.

         17                 UDAAPs. LU No. 246 in Council Member

         18  Dilan's district. LU 251 in Council Member Arroyo's

         19  district. 261 in Dilan's district. 265 and 268 and

         20  336, all LUs, in Council Member Dilan's district.

         21                 LU No. 335, I understand is the first

         22  application in Council Member Clarke's district. We

         23  started with that project. It was the first one you

         24  did and now it's the last one you are completing.

         25                 Council Member Lanza's district.
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          2  Guys? I understand we don't have a hearing or

          3  testimony, but it is being recorded for public use,

          4  and we would like to show some sort of decorum when

          5  people are watching us at 2:00 in the morning.

          6                 336. And we have well wishes for all

          7  of you out there. 336, Council Member Dilan's

          8  district. 350, Council Member Dilan's district. LU

          9  No. 351 is Council Member Clarke's district. LU No.

         10  353 and 354, Council Member Brewer's district.

         11  Council Member Viverito is 355 and 357. We did a lot

         12  of work this week on UDAAPs and we appreciate the

         13  work that the Subcommittee does as well.

         14                 Any discussion?

         15                 None. Okay, let's call the vote.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,
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          2  may I just be excused a moment to make comments with

          3  regard to this particular item that has come up in

          4  my district?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: And first of

          7  all, to thank you for your leadership on this

          8  Committee. You've been extraordinary over the past

          9  five years in really building consensus in this

         10  body. We've had many very contentious moments. One

         11  being the very first day that I was called upon to

         12  deal with the matter that's before us in voting

         13  today, which is 320 Sterling Street within my

         14  district, and I want to thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We remember it

         16  well.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Everyone

         18  remembers it well. It was a real landmark moment

         19  here at the Council for many reasons. But today, I'm

         20  just so happy to be able to say to my colleagues

         21  that this building is moving forward, low-income

         22  condos. The residents of the building will have the

         23  opportunity to purchase the apartments in which they

         24  reside. They're going to be fully modernized and we

         25  built a win/win/win situation here working with the
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          2  Administration, working with the tenants and of

          3  course, working with the Council to make this

          4  possible.

          5                 So, I wanted to thank all of my

          6  colleagues for their patience. It's been five years.

          7  I want to thank, of course, the Land Use staff for

          8  their focus and support with regard to this matter,

          9  and I want to thank each and every one today and ask

         10  if they vote aye on this item. I am voting aye, and

         11  thanks once again to everyone.

         12                 I vote aye.

         13                 I'll miss you on the last day. Today

         14  is not the last day.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Just to comment,

         16  you know, a few years ago it was a very big deal,

         17  that item on 320 Sterling. We did the right thing,

         18  and we continue to do that today. So, thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Chair, I

         23  just want to briefly take a minute to congratulate

         24  Congresswoman-elect Clarke and Senator-elect Lanza.

         25  It's been a pleasure serving with the both of you,
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          2  and recently we heard news that Congresswoman-elect

          3  Clarke will have a seat on the Homeland Security

          4  Committee in Washington, so you'll be very important

          5  to this City. It was a pleasure serving with you

          6  both, and you both will be missed. Thanks. Aye on

          7  all.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We expect lots of

          9  money. No pressure.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'd like to

         12  congratulate both of our colleagues, as well.

         13  Congratulations to you both and I vote yes on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Chair,

         20  can I explain my vote?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I'm going to

         23  be voting aye on all items, but I just want to

         24  highlight to my colleagues the important work that

         25  takes place in this Committee. You know, last week
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          2  we had a school before us and there was a lot of

          3  debate as to why we were going through this process.

          4                 As a result of that, the school that

          5  we're voting on today from my district, many of the

          6  questions that were not answered when that item came

          7  before us, at that time Council Member Carmen

          8  Arroyo, enabled me to ensure that we're getting a

          9  school but we're getting a school for our

         10  constituents in our area. So, I just want to

         11  highlight that in terms of your leadership and the

         12  leadership of the staff and our colleagues here when

         13  these issues come before us, sometimes you want to

         14  jump quick and just vote for a school, but in this

         15  particular case it showed that when we go through

         16  this motion and this process through this Committee,

         17  we serve our constituents well. So, I just want to

         18  vote aye, and again congratulate Senator-elect

         19  Lanza, Congresswoman-elect Yvette Clarke. Maria del

         20  Carmen Arroyo was the Councilwoman.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I want to vote

         15  aye on all and take the opportunity to congratulate

         16  Senator-elect Lanza and Congressmember-elect Yvette

         17  Clarke, and particularly, for Yvette, who sits next

         18  to me at the Stated Council meetings. I'm missing

         19  you now. I don't know what's going to happen after

         20  you leave. Yes, and Melinda and I are taking

         21  applications for whoever wants to sit in between us.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Permission to

         24  explain my vote?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes. Okay.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair. Five years I wait for the okay.

          4                 Today, as Congresswoman-elect Clarke

          5  has said, today is not the day for good-byes, but I

          6  do want to just express my gratitude for this

          7  Committee, to you, Madam Chair, and the Chairs of

          8  the Subcommittees.

          9                 It has been a privilege to serve on

         10  this very important Land Use Committee. I think this

         11  Committee day-in and day-out has served the people

         12  of this City very well.

         13                 Some of the things I set out to do,

         14  some of the most important things I set out to do

         15  when I came into this City Council was to deal with

         16  the Land Use issues in my district, and because of

         17  the support that I have enjoyed from each and every

         18  member of this Committee, I've been able to

         19  accomplish many of those good things for the people

         20  I represent. So, again, Madam Chair, I want to thank

         21  you. Of course, I want to thank the Land Use staff

         22  who makes both you and all of us look good every

         23  single day. And with that, I thank you again, every

         24  one of you, and I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I want to vote

          5  yes. May I be excused to explain my vote?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I just want to

          8  say that I don't believe in saying anything too nice

          9  if people are leaving, because if you really, really

         10  make them feel good, more people will leave. So, we

         11  wish them well, but I would appreciate if any of my

         12  colleagues, enough is enough, no gifts or anything

         13  else like that, let them go do their job and, as you

         14  said, get us the money and that's it.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 23 in the

         16  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         17  abstentions, all items have been adopted. Members,

         18  please sign the Committee reports. Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you very

         20  much, everyone. We'll leave the vote open for 15

         21  minutes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: The final vote on the

         23  Committee on Land Use stands at 23 in the

         24  affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         25  abstentions.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: The Land Use

          3  Committee of December 18th is now adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
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