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          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Good

          3  afternoon, everybody. Welcome to the Subcommittee of

          4  Planning, Dispositions and Concessions, Subcommittee

          5  of the Land Use Committee of the New York City

          6  Council.  Today's date is December 14, 2006.

          7                 I am joined by two colleagues,

          8  appropriately two colleagues for whom this is their

          9  last meeting, which is very sad for me but very good

         10  for both of them. Andrew Lanza of Staten Island, who

         11  will be leaving the Council to be a Member of the

         12  New York State Senate and Yvette Clarke, Brooklyn,

         13  who will be leaving the Council to be a Member of

         14  the United States House of Representatives.  We are

         15  very proud of both of them and I will of course miss

         16  them both in their absence, but we wish both of you

         17  all the best.

         18                 Let us go directly into our agenda

         19  and we will open the Hearing on Land Use No. 234,

         20  which is ANCHOR Broadway in the District of Council

         21  Member Erik Martin Dilan.  This is Brooklyn CB 4 C

         22  060527 HAK, an application from HPD for the

         23  development, which is known as tentatively ANCHOR

         24  Broadway Site 2.

         25                 So I'd like to turn it to HPD and its
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          2  representatives, and if you will go ahead and

          3  introduce yourselves and introduce Land Use No. 234.

          4                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Thank

          5  you Chair Garodnick. I'm Carol Clark, I'm the

          6  Assistant Commissioner at HPD and I am joined by

          7  Terri Arroyo, who is the Director of Local

          8  Legislative Affairs at HPD.

          9                 You are correct, L.U. 234 is located

         10  at 1515 Broadway, known as Broadway Quarter Site 2,

         11  an ANCHOR project in the District Council Member

         12  Dilan.  It consists of the new construction of a

         13  two- story building, with approximately 23.5

         14  thousand square feet of retail and commercial space

         15  and 64 parking spaces to be erected on 10 City-

         16  owned lots under HPD's ANCHOR Program,  Council

         17  Member Dilan has reviewed and approved this project,

         18  indicating his support.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you very

         20  much.  Can you tell us a little bit about the retail

         21  and commercial spaces.  Do you have commitments

         22  already for what will go in there?  And if not, when

         23  does that happen?

         24                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: The

         25  developer is Broadway- Bushwick Builders and these

                                                            5

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2  are projects in ANCHOR that have been in the public

          3  process for quite some time.  This particular

          4  developer was, his selection was announced in July

          5  of 2001, but there has been environmental issues

          6  that have delayed moving forward with the project.

          7  So I'm afraid I cannot tell you specifically when

          8  the construction will move forward, but once the

          9  Land Use approval is in place, I'm ensured that it

         10  will move forward expeditiously.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Just so that I

         12  understand, that Broadway- Bushwick was selected for

         13  the developer for this ANCHOR project five- and one-

         14  half years ago, and it was environmental issues that

         15  slowed this down.  Is that correct?

         16                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: That's

         17  correct.  I'm told that there were environmental

         18  issues that had slowed it down and some other

         19  considerations in terms of moving forward.  There

         20  are actually two related ANCHOR sites; one in the

         21  area of Council Member Dilan's District, and another

         22  near by in Council Member Mealy's District and they

         23  are two projects that are at the very end of a long

         24  series of approximately 12 years of ANCHOR Projects

         25  that originated in the mid 1990s when the Economic
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          2  Development Corporation had jurisdiction of the

          3  properties.

          4                 So there is a very long history here.

          5    But Council Member Dilan has indicated his support

          6  of Broadway- Bushwick Builders on L.U. 234.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Okay, I must

          8  admit I am still a little bit confused as to what

          9  the issues were that prevented this from moving

         10  forward over the past five- and- one- half years.

         11  Even more importantly, what problems, what allows it

         12  to be considered appropriately now.

         13                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Well

         14  since Council Member Dilan has indicated his support

         15  for L.U. 234, it more than likely --

         16                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Would the

         17  Council Members --

         18                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: --

         19  Excuse me, just to offer an opportunity to sit and

         20  brief you and any other Members of the Committee

         21  since we do have another pending item in ANCHOR in

         22  Council Member Mealy's District.

         23                 And I am in an on- going effort

         24  getting further information about the long history

         25  of the ANCHOR Project, which as I indicated started
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          2  as the Economic Development Corporation and has

          3  moved to the Department of Housing Preservation and

          4  Development for implementation.

          5                 So, I would be happy to sit down and

          6  brief you further with further detail on that, but

          7  Council Member Dilan has indicated his support, as

          8  you know, for this particular one.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Okay.  I may

         10  take you up on that, I'm not certain.  I will

         11  consult with Counsel as to whether we need to or

         12  should be voting on this one today.  But, I may take

         13  you up on that as well.  Are there other comments

         14  from my colleagues on this subject?

         15                 We will close the Hearing on Land Use

         16  234 and open the Hearing on Land Use No. 246, Non-

         17  ULURP 20075033 HAK, address 1000 Decatur Street in

         18  Brooklyn.  It's the T.I.L. Program, Council Member

         19  Dilan's District.

         20                 Ms. Clark, if you could introduce

         21  Land Use 246.

         22                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Yes

         23  sir, I'd be pleased to.  It's at 1000 Decatur Street

         24  and it is a three-unit City-owned building to be

         25  disposed of through HPD's Tenant's Interim Lease
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          2  Program.

          3                 Under this program, occupied City-

          4  owned residential buildings are rehabed and then

          5  converted into low- income- tenant Cooperatives.

          6  All of the units in this building are occupied and

          7  the tenants are prepared for building ownership and

          8  management responsibility.

          9                 Council Member Dilan has reviewed the

         10  project and recommended that this item be approved.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you very

         12  much.  Seeing no members of the public wishing to

         13  testify on Land Use No. 246, Non-ULURP 20075033 HAK,

         14  we will close the Hearing on that item and open the

         15  Hearing on Land Use 251 on Non-ULURP 20075046 HAX,

         16  one property at 637 Eagle Avenue, in the Bronx, part

         17  of the Homeworks Program and in the District of

         18  Council Member Marie del Carmen Arroyo. Ms. Clark.

         19                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Yes.

         20  L.U. 251 consists of a substantial rehabilitation of

         21  one vacant two-family home under HPD's Homeworks

         22  203-K Program.  The property was conveyed to

         23  Neighborhood Housing Services for Rehabilitation and

         24  sold to an owner occupant. Council Member Arroyo has

         25  reviewed the project and indicated she is in favor
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          2  of it.  Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you.

          4  Seeing no members of the public wishing to testify

          5  on Land Use 251 on Non-ULURP No. 20075046 HAX, and

          6  with the consent and approval of Council Member

          7  Maria del Carmen Arroyo, we will close the Hearing

          8  on Land Use No. 251 and open the Hearing on Land Use

          9  261, Non-ULURP No. 20075056 HAK.

         10                 I'm also going to open the Hearing

         11  just to be expeditious about it, if you don't mind

         12  Ms. Clark, on the Land Use 265, that is Non-ULURP

         13  No. 20075060 HAK, Land Use No. 268, 20075063 HAK,

         14  also Land Use No. 336, Non-ULURP No. 20075144 HAK.

         15  All of those, and oh one more, Land Use No. 350,

         16  Non-ULURP 20075156 HAK, all of them in the District

         17  of Council Member Erik Dilan.  I figure we can deal

         18  with all of them together.

         19                 There are various programs. Let's

         20  start with, if that would make your life easier, I

         21  could take you through them one at a time, now that

         22  we have opened the Hearing. The first one is 261.

         23                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Right,

         24  261 consists of a substantial rehabilitation of two

         25  vacant small homes with a total of five units,
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          2  located at 164 Cornelia Street and 197 Hull Street

          3  and the new construction of one three-family home at

          4  34 Schaefer Street under HPD's Homeworks 203-K

          5  Program.

          6                 HUD conveyed the properties to the

          7  sponsor, Manny Lowe and Development (phonetic),

          8  which will provide when completed 13 residential

          9  units for subsequent sale to purchasers for owner

         10  occupancy.  Council Member Dilan has reviewed the

         11  project and indicated his support.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Ms. Clark,

         13  remind me on Homeworks, are there income

         14  restrictions on the sale of these units?

         15                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: In the

         16  Homeworks Program there are no income restrictions

         17  on the sales of five units.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: So, they are

         19  sold at the market, they are sold at the market for

         20  that.

         21                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: They

         22  are sold at market.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: What the

         24  market will bear --

         25                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK:
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          2  Exactly.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: -- At those

          4  three addresses.

          5                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Yes

          6  sir.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Okay. Let's

          8  address 265, which is Non- ULURP 20075060 HAK.

          9                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Yes.

         10  This is a project that has one vacant building with

         11  two units and it will be rehabilitated by Galaxy

         12  Construction Corporation.  It is in the District of

         13  Council Member Dilan, who has approved the project.

         14  And again, it is the same model, the Homeworks 203-K

         15  Project.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you.

         17  Land Use 268, Non-ULURP 20075063 HAK.

         18                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Yes.

         19  Land Use 268 consists of a substantial

         20  rehabilitation of two vacant small homes with a

         21  total of five units, located at 432 Barbey Street

         22  and 146 Hale Street under HPD's Homeworks 203-K

         23  Program.  The properties were conveyed to the

         24  Progress Group, which has completed the rehab and

         25  sold the buildings to eligible owner occupants.
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          2                 Council Member Dilan has reviewed the

          3  project and indicated his support.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you.

          5  Land Use 336, Non-ULURP 20075144 HAK.

          6                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Also in

          7  the District of Council Member Dilan, it consists of

          8  a proposed disposition of four buildings and is

          9  known as the Palmetto Street Cluster and it is

         10  through HPD's Neighborhood Homes Program.

         11                 The proposed sponsor, which is 240-

         12  244 Palmetto Street NHP, the principle is Sergio

         13  Bonitas, will rehabilitate the four buildings, which

         14  range from a one- family to a three- family home,

         15  with a total of eight units, for sale for purchases

         16  for owner occupancy.

         17                 Under the Neighborhood Homes Program

         18  the sponsor is subject to existing tenancies and is

         19  responsible for identifying permanent affordable

         20  housing for each legal tenant.  The Council Member

         21  Dilan has reviewed the project and indicated his

         22  support.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you.

         24  Neighborhood Homes, similar to Homeworks, is there

         25  an income eligibility requirement for these units?
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          2                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: There

          3  is a restriction that relates to the owner

          4  occupancy.  The owner who purchases these homes has

          5  to stay in the home for a minimum of seven years or

          6  be subject to paying back part of the City's

          7  subsidy, which is in the project.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: But how about

          9  income eligibility requirements?

         10                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Give me

         11  one moment.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Okay.

         13                 MS. ARROYO: Okay, Council Member.

         14  The objective of the neighborhood --

         15                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Could you just

         16  please identify yourself.

         17                 MS. ARROYO: Okay, got it. Hi, I'm

         18  Theresa Arroyo, Director of Local Legislative

         19  Affairs at HPD.

         20                 The Neighborhood Homes, the objective

         21  is to, as far as the sales price of the owner

         22  occupancy, I am not aware of the exact guidelines.

         23  The question of there being any targeted income

         24  guidelines.  However, the objective of the program

         25  is still to, because these are occupied buildings,
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          2  in this case there are six occupied units out of the

          3  eight, is to make sure that the tenants still

          4  maintain affordable rents and are relocated if they

          5  cannot.

          6                 Let me back up.  The rents have to be

          7  affordable and the tenants, if it's possible works

          8  with the developer to try and see if they have the

          9  first right- of- refusal to purchase the property.

         10

         11                 So, that's what all the sponsors,

         12  anyone who's selected on the NHP is someone who

         13  already has an existing considerable portfolio where

         14  they can assist, a. Aid potential buyers, b. The

         15  tenants, to make sure that they can possible

         16  purchase the property and if not, c. Be able to find

         17  affordable housing, as far as affordable, you know,

         18  what they are currently paying as such. Because

         19  granted, the rates do go up, but they find an

         20  affordable apartment that they can qualify for.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you. And

         22  as to Land Use 336, you indicated that Council

         23  Member Dilan has, for the other properties that we

         24  have discussed so far, indicated his support. Is

         25  that correct?
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          2                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: That is

          3  correct.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: And we'll move

          5  to the last one, which was Land Use 350, Non- ULURP

          6  20075156 HAK.

          7                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Right.

          8  That's known as the Cleveland Picken (phonetic)

          9  Project and it consists of the proposed disposition

         10  of ten vacant City-owned lots for development under

         11  HPD's New Foundations Program.

         12                 The proposed developer is Chever

         13  (phonetic) Development Corporation.  They will

         14  construct 11 two-family homes for sale to home

         15  buyers for owner occupancy.  Council Member Dilan

         16  has reviewed that project and indicated his support.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you.

         18  Seeing that no members of the public wishing to

         19  testify on Land Use 261, 265, 268, 336, or 350, we

         20  will close the Hearing on all of those items and

         21  open the Hearing on Land Use No. 340, which

         22  appropriately is in the District of our very own

         23  Andrew Lanza.  It is Non-ULURP 20075148 HAR, at 668

         24  Sycamore Street.  Ms. Clark, will you introduce that

         25  item.
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          2                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Right.

          3  L.U. 340 consists of the proposed disposition of an

          4  owner occupied two- family home to the existing

          5  tenants under HPD's Tenant Ownership Program, known

          6  as TOP.

          7                 Under TOP existing tenants may

          8  purchase the parcel in as- is condition and must

          9  occupy the building for three years. The sales

         10  prices are based upon a fair market value appraisal

         11  of the property. And in this case Council Member

         12  Lanza has been briefed, has reviewed the proposal

         13  and indicated his support of the project.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Yes. Thank you

         15  Chairman.  This Committee under your leadership and

         16  in the past has always supported these programs.

         17  They really are wonderful opportunities for folks,

         18  tenants to take ownership and to take part in that

         19  part of the American Dream and so this is a

         20  wonderful opportunity.  It is great to get the City

         21  out of the landlord business as well, which is a

         22  burden for the City and the tax payers.  So this is

         23  a great program and we thank you for it and I thank

         24  you for your leadership Chairman.  And I do support

         25  this.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you

          3  Council Member Lanza.  We will close the Hearing on

          4  Land Use 340 and open the Hearing on Land Use 351,

          5  which is in the District of Council Member Clarke,

          6  Non-ULURP No. 20075157 HAK, 320 Sterling Street in

          7  Brooklyn.

          8                 Ms. Clark, if you will introduce that

          9  item.

         10                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Yes.

         11  L.U. 351 consists of the proposed disposition of 320

         12  Sterling Street, which is an occupied City-owned

         13  building to UHAB (phonetic), Sterling Street HPFC.

         14                 This will be a rehabilitation of 113

         15  cooperative units, approximately half of them will

         16  be sold at two hundred and fifty dollars each to the

         17  existing tenants and then the remaining vacant

         18  cooperative units will sold below market rates under

         19  HPDs Affordable Guidelines and marketed with a 50

         20  percent community preference.

         21                 We've worked very closely over the

         22  past couple of years with Council Member Clarke to

         23  achieve this project and she has reviewed the terms

         24  of it and has indicated her support.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you.
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          2  Since this is a property that has taken some of your

          3  time and effort, how appropriately that we would be

          4  discussing and deciding it on the last day of your

          5  Membership on the Committee.

          6                 So, Council Member Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you Mr.

          8  Chairman.  It has been a long, long road with 320

          9  Sterling Street.  I want to first of all just thank

         10  HPD and the Administration for their commitment to

         11  see this property developed.

         12                 I understand it is one of the largest

         13  properties left in the portfolio for HPD.  It was

         14  the first vote that I had to cast as a Council

         15  Member.  I actually inherited this from my

         16  predecessor.  It's been a long standing struggle for

         17  the dignity of the tenants and residents of this

         18  building, and quite frankly of the community.

         19                 I think we have come up with a real

         20  win, win, win solution in the negotiated sale that

         21  has been put together in collaboration with the

         22  tenants and the community and the City of New York.

         23                 So, I am just extremely proud to be

         24  able to say to you today, Mr. Chairman, that I am in

         25  favor of this negotiated sale going forward.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you very

          3  much Council Member Clarke.  Seeing no members of

          4  the public wishing to testify, we will close the

          5  Hearing on Land Use 351 and open the Hearing on two

          6  items in the District of Council Member Gail Brewer

          7  on the West Side of Manhattan, Land Use 353, Non-

          8  ULURP No. 20075159 HAM at 208 West 84th Street in

          9  Manhattan and Land Use No. 354, which is Non ULURP

         10  20075160 HAM, at 44 West 87th Street, Manhattan.

         11  Ms. Clark.

         12                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Both of

         13  these items are in the District of Council Member

         14  Gail Brewer, who has reviewed both projects and

         15  indicated her support.  They are HPD Special

         16  Projects.  L.U. 353 at 208 West 84th Street,

         17  consists of a proposed disposition of one occupied

         18  City- owned building with 19 residential units for

         19  rehabilitation by the West Side Federation for

         20  Senior and Supportive Housing, which is known as

         21  WSFSSH.

         22                 Seventeen of the units will be

         23  reserved for existing tenants of the building, all

         24  of whom have household incomes at or below 60

         25  percent of the area median income. The remaining two
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          2  units will be marketed to Graduates, so called

          3  Graduates of WSFSSH Supportive SRL Housing who are

          4  from the local neighborhood and dependents will have

          5  the same income level.

          6                 L.U. 354 is a project located at 44

          7  West 87th Street.  It consists of the proposed

          8  disposition of one occupied residential building

          9  again the WSFSSH.  The 15 post- rehabilitation units

         10  will be rented with seven permanent studio units

         11  reserved for existing SRL tenants of the building

         12  and the remaining eight units will be transitional

         13  housing for 14 elderly individuals who are homeless

         14  or deemed to be at risk of homelessness.

         15                 The tenants will receive leases of

         16  the year.  The transitional units will be leased

         17  from WSFSSH by the DORIT (phonetic) Homelessness

         18  Prevention Program and that's the not-for-profit

         19  that works with seniors only.  Seniors are defined

         20  in this case as individuals of 60 years of age or

         21  more.

         22                 And again, Council Member Brewer has

         23  reviewed both projects and indicated her support.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you. We

         25  will now close the Hearing on Land Use 353 Non-ULURP
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          2  20075159 HAM and Land Use 354 Non-ULURP 20075160.

          3                 I want to apologize that I did not

          4  introduce her when she walked in, but we have been

          5  joined, we were joined some time ago by Council

          6  Member Inez Dickens of Manhattan, a Member of this

          7  Committee.

          8                 We will now open the Hearing on the

          9  last two items for today.  They are both in the

         10  District of Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito.

         11  They are Land Use No. 355, Non-ULURP No. 20075161

         12  HAM at 103 East 97th Street in Manhattan and Land

         13  Use No. 357 which is Non-ULURP 20075163 HAM at 125

         14  West 101st Street in Manhattan.

         15                 Ms. Clark please.

         16                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Both of

         17  these items are in the District of Council Member

         18  Mark- Viverito, L.U. 355 and at 103 East 97th Street

         19  is in the Tenant Interim Lease Program, the T.I.L.

         20  Program, a 10- unit building and L.U. 357 at 125

         21  West 101st Street, a T.I.L. Building and also with

         22  10 units.

         23                 In this program occupied City- owned

         24  residential buildings are rehabs and converted into

         25  low income cooperative. The tenants have been
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          2  prepared for building ownership and management

          3  responsibilities.  Council Member Mark-Viverito has

          4  reviewed and approved both items.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you.

          6  Seeing no members of the public wishing to testify

          7  on these last two items, Land Use 355, Non-ULURP

          8  20075161 HAM or Land Use 357, Non-ULURP 20075163

          9  HAM, I will close the Hearing on those two items.

         10                 Before I couple these all together,

         11  all the items that we have considered today -- I'm

         12  going to hold, for one second to make sure that we

         13  don't have one more item for today.

         14                 And we are actually prepared to

         15  address one final item on today's agenda.  I am

         16  pleased to say Land Use No. 329, which is a property

         17  in the District Council Member Clarke, our own

         18  Council Member Clarke, Non-ULURP 20075135 HAK, a

         19  number of properties through the Homeworks Program

         20  in Brooklyn.  So, Ms. Clark if you are ready for

         21  that?  Go right ahead.

         22                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Right.

         23  I believe that the L.U. No. Is 335 on that item,

         24  which consists of the proposed disposition of one

         25  vacant City- owned building, located at 329 Lincoln
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          2  Road, through HPD's Asset Sales Program.

          3                 The proposed developer, which is 329

          4  Lincoln Road, LLC, was selected pursuant to a

          5  competitive process.  His plans are to rehabilitate

          6  the 16 residential units, half of which will be

          7  rented to individuals and/or families at 80 percent

          8  of AMI. And indeed Council Member Clarke has worked

          9  closely with us and has indicated her support for

         10  this project.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Okay. Thank

         12  you very much. Let me just note that the item that

         13  we just heard was Land Use 335, Non ULURP No.

         14  20075143 HAK.  It was a single property in Brooklyn,

         15  at 329 Lincoln Road.

         16                 I had previously called that and

         17  opened the Hearing on Land Use 329.  That was not

         18  the correct item. This is Land Use 335.

         19                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: And

         20  Council Member Garodnick, I just wanted to just add

         21  one item.  We are working closely with the Council

         22  Member and the purchaser of this building at 329

         23  Lincoln Road to make sure that the price level be at

         24  65 percent of AMI, which is $46 thousand per year

         25  for a family of four.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you.

          3  Just one moment. We have one question about an item

          4  on the calendar, we are just going to take a quick

          5  peek and we will have a quick answer in a moment.

          6  Okay, good.

          7                 So, we are going to close the Hearing

          8  on Land Use No. 355, Non-ULURP 20075143 HAK, and

          9  before we couple all the items that we have heard

         10  today for the purpose of voting, I wanted to

         11  acknowledge the presence of my colleague Maria Baez

         12  from the Bronx, who joined us.

         13                 Also, one final word of thanks and

         14  good luck to the new State Senator from Staten

         15  Island, Andrew Lanza and the Congress Member from

         16  Brooklyn, Inez Dickens --  Oh, I'm sorry.

         17  Congratulations Inez.

         18                 Yvette Clarke, the new Congress

         19  Member from Brooklyn and I just wanted to tell you

         20  both that during the course of the past 12 months,

         21  we have in this Committee, I just want to make sure

         22  you know this, created some 2,700 units of new

         23  housing in the City of New York.  We of course have

         24  been working very closely with HPD in this effort,

         25  but we have processed and considered through this
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          2  Committee in the last 12 months, and I want you to

          3  know that is something to take with you when you go

          4  on to your new experiences, 2,700 new dwelling units

          5  in the City of New York in the year 2006.

          6                 So, we take that and we can look back

          7  and be proud of that in the year of 2006 and we can

          8  look forward to working with you in your State and

          9  Federal capacities in pursuing the issue of housing

         10  and the challenge we have for housing in New York

         11  City.

         12                 And again, I thank you all for being

         13  here.  The Chair recommends an aye vote on all the

         14  coupled items and I'd ask the Council to call the

         15  roll.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Chair Garodnick

         17                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Baez

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Clarke

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Mr. Chairman,

         22  just a minute to say a few words.  I like to first

         23  of all thank you for your stewardship.  You know we

         24  have had an abbreviated amount of time to work

         25  together, but I have found that your commitment to

                                                            26

          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2  this body and to this Committee in particular, has

          3  been exemplary.

          4                 Your leadership has spoken to us in a

          5  very unique way on the need for affordable housing

          6  and understanding of the various programs that HPD

          7  provides to really manifest the concerns of the

          8  people of the City of New York.  You have done that

          9  in a very diligent and exemplary manner.

         10                 I want to thank you for giving me the

         11  opportunity to serve with you, and to my colleagues,

         12  thank them for their commitment to affordable

         13  housing here in the City of New York.

         14                 Having said that, I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Dickens

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Lanza

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Chairman, a

         19  brief moment to explain my vote.  I too want to

         20  associate myself with those remarks from

         21  Congresswoman, it sounds very good, Clarke. And it

         22  has been a privilege, today is not the time yet to

         23  say goodbye, but it has been a privilege to serve on

         24  this Committee under your leadership. You really

         25  have done a wonderful and brought great skill and
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          2  dedication to this Committee and the people of this

          3  City are fortunate to have you Chairing this very

          4  important Committee.

          5                 You pointed out in your remarks about

          6  the affordable housing and the new housing units

          7  that have been created just under your tenure.  I

          8  think that highlights just how important the work of

          9  this Committee is.  It's a tribute to your

         10  leadership.

         11                 It's been a privilege for me to work

         12  with every Member on this Committee.  I want to

         13  thank the Land Use Staff who have made you and we

         14  look good every single day.  It's been great to work

         15  with HPD, Ms. Clark and Ms. Arroyo.  It truly has

         16  been a privilege.  The work of this Committee really

         17  does serve the people well.  I just want to thank

         18  you for the way you have lead this Committee.

         19                 With that said, I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         21  the affirmative, none in the negative and no

         22  abstentions the aforementioned items are approved

         23  and referred to the Full Committee.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you very

         25  much and with all best wishes to everyone for a very
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          2  happy and healthy holiday season and New Year.  This

          3  Committee is adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 1:50 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, LENORE NAGLE, do hereby certify

         10  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         11  of the within proceeding.
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         13  related to any of the parties to this action by
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