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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Welcome to the

          3  Land Use Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting

          4  and Maritime Uses.  I am the Chair Jessica Lappin,

          5  joined today by Council Member Annabel Palma from

          6  the Bronx, Council Member Miguel Martinez from

          7  Manhattan, Council Member Rosie Mendez from

          8  Manhattan, Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo

          9  from the Bronx and Council Member Leroy Comrie of

         10  Queens.

         11                 The first item on the agenda today is

         12  a school, a primary intermediate school, 600 seats,

         13  located in Council Member Martinez's District, PSIS

         14  263, Item No. 20075167 SCM and I'd like to ask

         15  Gregory Shaw to come and testify on behalf of the

         16  Administration.

         17                 Please introduce yourself and begin.

         18                 MR. SHAW: Thank you.  My name is

         19  Gregory Shaw.  I am the principle attorney for real

         20  estate for the New York City School Construction

         21  Authority.

         22                 Good morning and thanks Chairperson

         23  Lappin for having us here today to talk about this

         24  important project and thanks to the rest of the

         25  Council Members.
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          2                 The New York City School Construction

          3  Authority has undertaken the site selection process

          4  for the proposed 600- seat primary and intermediate

          5  public school that will be located on tax Block

          6  2226, Lot 41, on the northwest corner of West 204th

          7  Street and Sherman Avenue in Upper Manhattan.

          8                 The proposed school site is also

          9  located in Department of Education Region No. 10,

         10  Community School District No. 6 in Manhattan

         11  Community Board No. 12.

         12                 The proposed site contains the total

         13  of approximately 21,250 square feet of lot area.

         14  The site is privately owned property that contains

         15  the former Saint Matthews Lutheran Church and an

         16  adjoining two- story building that contains a

         17  church, a school and apartments.

         18                 Under the proposed plan the SCA would

         19  acquire the site, demolish the existing buildings

         20  and construct the new 600 seat primary/intermediate

         21  school facility.

         22                 The Notice of Filing for the site

         23  plan was published in the New York Post and the City

         24  Record on September 26, 2006. Manhattan Community

         25  Board No. 12 was also notified of the site plan on
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          2  that date and was asked to hold a Public Hearing on

          3  the proposed site plan.

          4                 Community Board No. 12 held it's

          5  Hearing on the site plan on October 11, 2006.

          6  Community Board No. 12 submitted written comments in

          7  support of the proposed site plan. The City Planning

          8  Commission, which was also notified of the site plan

          9  on September 26th, also recommended in favor of the

         10  site.

         11                 The SCA has considered all comments

         12  received on the proposed site plan and affirms the

         13  site plan pursuant to Section 1731 of the Public

         14  Authorities Law, in accordance with Section 1732 of

         15  the Public Authorities Law, the SCA submitted the

         16  proposed site plan to the Mayor and Council on

         17  December 12th, 2006.

         18                 We now look forward to your

         19  Subcommittee's favorable consideration of the

         20  proposed site plan and I am prepared to answer any

         21  questions that the Committee may want to ask about

         22  the plan.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you. I

         25  wanted to give Council Member Martinez the
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          2  opportunity to ask questions first or make a

          3  statement if he would like.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you

          5  Chairperson.  I want to first of all thank the

          6  School Construction Authority for really considering

          7  the list of potential sites and listening to the

          8  communities need in terms for additional school

          9  sites in our District and even though this was not

         10  an original site that was proposed, when it did

         11  become available, the Department did seize the

         12  opportunity and pursue this site.

         13                 However, when is the school scheduled

         14  to be constructed?

         15                 MR. SHAW:  I believe the school --

         16  either 2009- 2010.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Either 2009-

         18  2010?

         19                 MR. SHAW: Yes.  It would either be

         20  one of those two years.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: And the

         22  school is going to be Pre- K to Junior High School?

         23                 MR. SHAW: Yes. It will go -- Pre- K

         24  yes.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Pre- K or K?
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          2                 MR. SHAW: Well, it includes Pre- K.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: How many

          4  slots for Pre- K, do you know?

          5                 MR. SHAW: I don't know that off- hand

          6  but I do have Francsca Pena from the Region, those

          7  communities, Superintendent who might be able to

          8  answer that question for you Council Member.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: If you could sit

         11  at the table and introduce yourself for the record,

         12  that would be appreciated.

         13                 MS. PENA: Good morning and thank you.

         14    I was under the impression that the school was

         15  going to be a K through --

         16                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Could you

         17  introduce yourself?

         18                 Please state your name for the

         19  record.

         20                 MS. PENA: Francsca Pena, Community

         21  School District 6, Superintendent.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I'm sorry,

         23  what did you say?  It's going to be what?

         24                 MS. PENA: The school is slotted to be

         25  a K through 8 school.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: K through

          3  8th.  Not Pre- K?

          4                 MS. PENA: Not to my knowledge.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Oh.  I

          6  question that because I see that the Community

          7  Board, in their Resolution in support of it, makes

          8  reference to "in support of a Pre- K through Junior

          9  High School" and none of the documents from the

         10  Department does it state that it is going to be a

         11  Pre- K.

         12                 It says, "Whereas School Construction

         13  Authority presented its plan to build 582- seat

         14  Primary/Intermediate school for Pre- K through 8th

         15  Grade on Sherman."  But, there is no talk of Pre- K.

         16    Is there any time to add that to the plans, for

         17  Pre- K?

         18                 MS. PENA: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I would

         20  encourage that we take a look at the need for Pre-K

         21  slots in particularly School District 6.  As you

         22  know, the Council put money for extended day Pre-K,

         23  and we were able to get two additional sites at P.S.

         24  98 and two other sites, P.S. 8 and P.S. 128. And

         25  that doesn't go far to meet the needs of Pre-K slots
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          2  in Community School District 6.

          3                 If we are going to build a new

          4  elementary school, I think that we really need to

          5  start addressing the needs of Pre-K slots in

          6  Community School District 6.

          7                 MS. PINA: I will agree with that.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

          9  And again, I want to commend the Department, I know

         10  it has been a long struggle to identify sites,

         11  particularly in School District 6, for new schools.

         12  Again, this site particularly was not available yet.

         13    As soon as it became available the Department took

         14  advantage of the opportunity and we are still

         15  working with the Department to identify additional

         16  spaces where we could potentially build a school.

         17                 So thank you Madam Chair for bringing

         18  this forward and I will ask my colleagues to vote

         19  positively on this site selection.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Thank you.  Any

         21  other questions?

         22                 Is this school part of the Five- year

         23  Capital Plan for Manhattan?

         24                 MR. SHAW: Absolutely, yes.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Any how many more
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          2  schools are left in Manhattan to site for the

          3  Capital Plan?

          4                 MR. SHAW: That information I don't

          5  have for you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: If you could get

          7  that information to the Committee, it would be

          8  appreciated.

          9                 MR. SHAW: Sure.  Absolutely.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: And what areas

         11  you are looking for space, would be appreciated as

         12  well. Thank you.

         13                 Seeing nobody else here to testify

         14  this Hearing is closed. Oh, I asked.  Council Member

         15  Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So, am I to

         17  understand you are not going to start construction

         18  until 2009?

         19                 MR. SHAW: No, no, no.  The completion

         20  of construction will be either 2009 or 2010.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Oh, okay.

         22                 MR. SHAW: No, we will be starting

         23  this right away. And that's one of the reasons,

         24  actually with the Council Members assistance, we

         25  were able to aggressively acquire this site.  We're
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          2  actually in the process of signing a contract for

          3  sale with the owner, who is willing to sell.  And I

          4  thank very much the Council Member who was

          5  instrumental in that effort.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just thought

          7  you were starting to do what I had hoped I had heard

          8  that you were going to acquire property even before

          9  you were ready to build.  Which would have been a

         10  great new step for DOE in my opinion if you actually

         11  acquired a property seizing the opportunity to

         12  build, because they are loosing sites around the

         13  City at a rapid pace that are available to build.

         14  And when there is an amenable site available to grab

         15  it as soon as possible.

         16                 MR. SHAW: Well, we have actually done

         17  that in the past.  As a matter of fact P.S. 245, was

         18  purchased back in 2001 and we warehoused that

         19  property, and I mean basically sat on it, acquired

         20  it, knew we didn't have the funding to construct the

         21  school, but still purchased the property because it

         22  was a good price and just kept it within the

         23  properties for the Department of Education.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Well, I hope

         25  that could be more of the norm and not just the
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          2  unusual example.

          3                 MR. SHAW: Well, we have to have the

          4  funding to do that.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: We'll find the

          6  sites, we'll find the money. Right Jimmy? Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: And I wanted to

          8  note we have been joined by Council Member Oddo, the

          9  Minority Leader from Staten Island.  Seeing nobody

         10  else here to testify, this Hearing is closed.  Thank

         11  you very much.

         12                 MR. SHAW: Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: And I recommend a

         14  favorable vote and ask Council to call the roll.

         15  Oh, there is one other item on the agenda I would

         16  say I almost neglected to mention.

         17                 The Woodhull Medical and Mental

         18  Health Center, which is located in Council Member

         19  Vann's District.  The Health and Hospitals

         20  Corporation is withdrawing this item at this time.

         21                 I am going to read a very brief

         22  letter from their Counsel, Jeremy Berman into the

         23  record.

         24                 I confirm our conversation that HHC

         25  wishes to pull this from tomorrow's calendar, the
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          2  item referred to above.  We may wish to try to get

          3  this back on the January schedule if we have been

          4  able to complete our briefing with Council Member

          5  Vann in time.  Kindly advise me by e-mail critical

          6  dates for January Hearings.

          7                 I spoke to Council Member Vann this

          8  morning.  He is aware of this and will be meeting

          9  with HHC to discuss this item in the near future.

         10  So we are going to be voting on a motion to file

         11  pursuant to withdrawal for the Woodhull Medical and

         12  Mental Health Center, which is Land Use Item No.

         13  345.

         14                 I ask Council to call the roll.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Chair Lappin.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         20  Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Arroyo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Mendez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Because Miguel

          4  has asked me to I am voting aye positively.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Because it's not

          7  in Council Member's Arroyo's District I am voting

          8  aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote is seven in

         10  the affirmative, none in the negative and not

         11  abstentions the items are referred to the Full

         12  Committee.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I want to, before

         14  I close this Meeting remind my colleagues that at

         15  noon we are having a separate Oversight Hearing

         16  jointly with the Waterfront's Committee on the South

         17  Brooklyn working water front.  So I encourage you to

         18  stay and participate and with that I will adjourn

         19  this meeting, but keep the vote open for 15 minutes.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 11:43 a.m.)
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