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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: You know, there has

          3  been talk in the past about the Yankees being the

          4  big champs in the City, and something, maybe the

          5  Mets, will pull it out this year, but we actually

          6  have our biggest champs with us right now. We are so

          7  excited that you guys found the time to be with us

          8  today, and let's start off by a big round of

          9  applause for the Mid-island All Stars.

         10                 Now, we were so excited that you guys

         11  did so well, and went so far. I hope you got our

         12  card. Even if you didn't, say you did and that you

         13  loved it. And we hope you got the money that we sent

         14  you to help with your trip, and we think you guys

         15  did great and that you were great examples of all

         16  that's terrific about New York, and we're so happy

         17  you're with us today, but let me hand the mike over

         18  to our Minority Leader Council Member Oddo of Staten

         19  Island.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you very

         21  much, Madam Speaker.

         22                 You know, it's really no surprise

         23  that the best Little League Team on Staten Island in

         24  the City of New York and the State of New York

         25  resides in the 50th Council District which is home
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          2  to one of the greatest living whiffle ball players

          3  of all time, myself. No, listen, you guys took all

          4  of Staten Island and all of New York City really on

          5  a wonderful ride this summer, and all of us, I can't

          6  tell you how many of my colleagues who sit in those

          7  chairs in Brooklyn and the Bronx, in Manhattan and

          8  Queens came up to me, and Mike McMahon and Andy

          9  Lanza and said, those guys are great. And you made

         10  everybody a Staten Islander for a little while.

         11  We're so proud of you. Thank you for really a

         12  wonderful, wonderful time. We live through you.

         13                 And a particular thank you. We had a

         14  ceremony on Staten Island a couple of months ago,

         15  and I never thanked Nicky Dauscher, who is the

         16  manager of this team, who volunteered his time, who

         17  lived and breathed with these kids. And just a quick

         18  thank you to the parents who are here. As I said at

         19  that event, we got to watch you watching these kids

         20  and we saw you biting your fingernails and

         21  applauding and living every win and dying every

         22  defeat, but thank you so much for really a wonderful

         23  summer. Great kids. And just for the record, if

         24  anyone has counted. The Council member beat the kids

         25  in whiffle ball 6/4 outside. It was a scoring system
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          2  that was created in Dade County and Miami County,

          3  it's a special scoring system. But if we can, if my

          4  colleagues can --

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: But I hear by that

          6  scoring system the democrats beat the republicans in

          7  Bocci.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: You know,

          9  guys, I just want to say to you and to your coaches,

         10  Coach Dauscher and coaching staff, Bob Johnson from

         11  Mid-island Little League, and especially to your

         12  parents who should be so proud of you. All of them

         13  proud of you, not only because of your

         14  accomplishments on the baseball diamond, but what

         15  you accomplished off the field. You showed

         16  sportsmanship, you showed courage, you were polite,

         17  you were examples and role models, not only for

         18  other children who play ball, but for a lot of

         19  adults as well. So, we thank you for the excitement,

         20  we thank you for the memories and we thank you for

         21  the great citizenship you showed through your

         22  journeys and we all look forward to watching your

         23  careers in sports, in scholastics, in Hollywood, and

         24  we know at least a couple of you will some day be

         25  serving here in the City Council on behalf of the
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          2  people of Staten Island. So, thanks, guys. Thanks

          3  for the great memories.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here here. Let

          5  me associate myself with the remarks from Council

          6  Member McMahon, Speaker Quinn and Councilman Oddo.

          7                 You know, kids, you're probably not

          8  aware of it, but you really capture the imaginations

          9  of folks around the State and the Northeast and

         10  played like to true champions that you are on and

         11  off the field. We are really, really proud of you.

         12  And more than that, you're a great bunch of kids.

         13  Staten Island is proud of you, New York City is, and

         14  we know your parents are. God bless you.

         15                 And your coach, who really, you know,

         16  when you're out there, you know that your parents

         17  were with you, a lot of people sacrificed to get you

         18  where you are, and no one more than Coach Dauscher.

         19                 COACH DAUSCHER: I just want to thank

         20  the kids for a great summer and recognition that you

         21  guys have all given us today. It's something they're

         22  going to remember for the rest of their lives. Just

         23  thank you very much.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if the clerk could

         25  read the proclamation, please.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          3  of New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          6  friends and distinguished members of the community

          7  in honoring the Mid-Island All-Stars of Staten

          8  Island for an outstanding season of Little League

          9  baseball; and

         10                 Whereas: Sports are an essential

         11  component of City life and this is particularly true

         12  of baseball: from regional Little League to the

         13  exceptional play of professional athletes, millions

         14  of children and adults raised all across our City

         15  have experienced the thrills and deep joys of

         16  putting on a glove and stepping out onto a baseball

         17  diamond; and

         18                 Whereas: Today, we honor one of New

         19  York's finest baseball teams: The Mid-Island

         20  All-Stars. A jewel in the Staten Island community,

         21  the Mid-Island All-Stars are one of only five New

         22  York City teams to ever play in the Little League

         23  World Series; and

         24                 Whereas: The Mid-Island All-Stars had

         25  previously made history in 1964 when they won the
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          2  Little League World Series; and

          3                 Whereas: The Mid-Island All-Stars

          4  qualified for the Little League World Series once

          5  again in 2006 when they defeated Livingston American

          6  of New Jersey in a 2-1 victory at the Regionals in

          7  Bristol, Connecticut; and

          8                 Whereas: Hailing from the middle- and

          9  working-class Mid-Island neighborhood, these

         10  exceptional athletes traveled to the World Series in

         11  Williamsport, Pennsylvania, where they played

         12  formidably and won the hearts of fans everywhere;

         13  and

         14                 Whereas: The Mid-Island All-Stars

         15  truly embody the American dream. They have enriched

         16  us with their presence and are fine examples of what

         17  hard work, passion and commitment can produce; now,

         18  therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York most gratefully honors THE

         21  MID-ISLAND ALL-STARS for their outstanding

         22  achievements in baseball.

         23                 Signed this 11th day of October in

         24  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         25                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the
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          2  Entire Council; James S. Oddo, Minority Leader;

          3  Andrew Lanza, Council Member, 51st District; Michael

          4  E. McMahon, Council Member, 49th District.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thanks, you guys. And

          6  this was such an important proclamation ceremonial.

          7  It is our only ceremonial of the day.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Roll call.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         16  sir.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

         18  present. Everybody please rise for the invocation

         19  delivered by Jonathan Glass.

         20                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         21  City Council, we are in the week of Sukot, the

         22  Festival of Tabernacles, commemorating the special

         23  shelter enjoyed by the people of the Sinai desert

         24  all of those 40 years. It teaches us to appreciate

         25  the security of the homes that we do have, but these
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          2  steel towers in which we live make it easy to think

          3  that they are as impregnable as the Tower of Bable.

          4                 Unfortunately, the events of 9/11

          5  reminded us that no structure stands forever, and as

          6  such we should be thankful for every day we have a

          7  comfortable roof over our head.

          8                 Please accept my blessing on this

          9  Council meeting, that the new year brings with it

         10  continued health, happiness, and prosperity.

         11                 Amen.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Motion to

         13  spread the invocation in full upon the record by

         14  Council Member Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chairman,

         16  I'd like to make a motion to spread the invocation.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So done.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if I could ask my

         19  colleagues to please rise again.

         20                 Since our last meeting we have lost

         21  Army Sergeant Mario Nelson. He was 26. He was from

         22  Canarsie, Brooklyn. He died in Iraq on October 1st

         23  from injuries suffered when a rocket propelled

         24  grenade detonated near his vehicle.

         25                 Sergeant Nelson was assigned to the
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          2  1st Battalion, 36th Infantry, Regiment 1st Brigade

          3  Combat Team, 1st Armor Division, based in Germany.

          4                 Sergeant Nelson came to America from

          5  Haiti at age eight. His brother Gary said that Mario

          6  was "Willing to give his life like he did, because

          7  he loved his adopted country and his family.

          8                 After graduating from George

          9  Westinghouse Vocational High School, Sergeant Nelson

         10  joined the National Guard. But after digging for

         11  remains at Ground Zero, after September 11th, he

         12  decided to join the Army and enlisted in 2003.

         13                 Sergeant Mario Nelson is survived by

         14  his wife Mecca, his three-year-old daughter Mya, his

         15  parents and his siblings.

         16                 Our Council family has also had some

         17  losses since our last meeting. Council Member Erik

         18  Dilan, who isn't with us today, his Great

         19  Grandmother, Nellie Ashby, who was 93, suddenly

         20  passed away last week. Also, Council Member Domenic

         21  M. Recchia, Jr. lost his father Domenic F. Recchia.

         22  I had the privilege of going to Domenic Sr.'s

         23  funeral yesterday and meeting Domenic's mother

         24  Dolly, and hearing and learning that Domenic's mom

         25  and dad got engaged to be married on their second
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          2  date, and it was love at first sight and they remain

          3  married for 57 years. There is, of course, his son,

          4  who was his pride and joy, as we all know well, but

          5  also they had three daughters, Diana, Patricia, and

          6  Judy. I didn't know that Domenic's love for the Mets

          7  comes from his father, who tried out for the Dodgers

          8  Farm Team and was a huge Brooklyn Dodgers fan and

          9  then adopted the Mets, and I didn't know the great

         10  story that Domenic's dad was forbidden to play

         11  baseball by his parents, so he used to sneak out of

         12  the house at night to go play and hide his mitt in

         13  his room, so then he forced Domenic to play

         14  baseball, and was actually, the church where

         15  Domenic's dad was buried was quite a New York

         16  moment, it was the church that his father had been

         17  baptized, had his first communion, was married and

         18  where all four of the Recchia children were married

         19  and were all of the masses to kick off the Little

         20  League season were always celebrated.

         21                 He also leaves behind seven

         22  grandchildren and one great grandchild. So, we want

         23  to have a moment of silence today for Sergeant Mario

         24  Nelson, for Domenic F. Recchia and for Nellie Ashby.

         25                 And, Domenic, I hope you know that
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          2  you've been in the thoughts and prayers of all of us

          3  in the City Council while your father was sick. And

          4  you and your wife and your three beautiful daughters

          5  and the rest of your family remain in our thoughts

          6  and prayers.

          7                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Adoption of

         10  the minutes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I motion that

         12  the minutes of the Stated Meeting of August 16th,

         13  2006 be adopted as printed.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All done.

         15                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Non.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         18  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

         21  Communications.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Land Use Call-Ups.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 420.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         25  vote.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 421.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

          4  vote.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 422.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

          7  vote.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 423.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         10  vote, and I ask for a roll call on all Land Use

         11  Call-Ups, please.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye

          4  on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.  And

         19  may I ask permission to vote on the General Order

         20  Calendar in the affirmative, and also on the

         21  resolution for the Fire Patrol in the affirmative?

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Permission

         23  granted.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would like

         20  to vote aye on the Land Use Call-Ups, and also ask

         21  consent to vote aye on the Coupled General Orders

         22  Calendar and resolutions.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Permission

         24  granted.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I ask

         14  permission to vote aye on Land Use items, and as

         15  well as General Order Calendar, and the Fire Patrol

         16  Resolution, as well.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Permission

         18  granted.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Today's Land

         13  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 44 in the

         14  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         15                 Communication from the Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         17                 There were a number of important

         18  items that we're voting on today. The first deals

         19  with actually a portion of my district, the Hudson

         20  Yards area. I think we all remember the Hudson Yards

         21  as the spot that was once proposed to be the home of

         22  the new West Side Stadium, which is, of course, not

         23  going to happen.

         24                 But we also may remember that about a

         25  year and a half ago we rezoned the area just to the
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          2  east of the Hudson Yards and rezoned it to make it a

          3  dynamic mixed residential commercial part of our

          4  City and also did it in a way that will ensure that

          5  30 percent of the housing that gets generated is

          6  affordable housing.

          7                 As a result of the defeat of the

          8  stadium proposal, we needed to make sure that we

          9  found a way to have the City control the future

         10  destiny of the Hudson Yards, and we needed to find a

         11  way to make sure that the Hudson Yards and what

         12  would be developed there and the zoning for that

         13  area be in the control of the City.

         14                 That was really the only way that we

         15  could make sure the community had a voice and all of

         16  the impacted stakeholders from the community board

         17  to the business community had an appropriate and

         18  transparent way to give input into the process.

         19                 Mayor Bloomberg and I had originally

         20  proposed that the City purchased the land, but

         21  instead what we had worked out with the MTA is that

         22  the City will control the future destiny of the

         23  zoning there, and that that land will be put through

         24  the City's Land Use review process, ULURP.

         25                 The MTA Board signed off on this
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          2  proposal a week or so ago.

          3                 There are some technical actions that

          4  we need the Council to take today to make sure that

          5  the Hudson Yards are included in the development

          6  corporations that we created when we did the

          7  rezoning a year and a half ago, to also make sure

          8  that the Hudson Yards are now included in the

          9  financing structure that we created when we did the

         10  zoning a year and a half ago.

         11                 So, I would urge my colleagues to

         12  vote in support of these Hudson Yards measures today

         13  to make sure that we can now have a fully developed

         14  west side and that the development can occur in a

         15  way with community input and that is cohesive and in

         16  line with the zoning we developed to the east.

         17                 We're also voting today on some

         18  important legislation that will give senior citizen

         19  homeowners and disabled homeowners a greater tax

         20  break.

         21                 We are raising the income level of

         22  individuals who qualify for the Senior Citizen

         23  Homeowner Tax Exemption and the Disabled Homeowner

         24  Tax Exemption, a tax exemption which can be up to 50

         25  percent of what they have to pay.
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          2                 I want to in particular thank the

          3  Chair of our Aging Committee, Council Member Arroyo,

          4  Chairperson Arroyo, for her work on this issue.

          5                 And I also want to thank her for her

          6  ongoing commitment, and for the way she conducted

          7  the hearings, because in those hearings, she found

          8  out that there is actually a very low participation

          9  rate in the program at the present income level, and

         10  her commitment is to not only do what we do today in

         11  raising the income level, but to make sure we, as an

         12  institution and the Bloomberg Administration, do a

         13  better job of notifying seniors and disabled New

         14  Yorkers about this tax exemption so we could have

         15  higher participation rates and more people can get

         16  the tax break that they deserve.

         17                 I also want to thank the Chair of our

         18  Finance Committee for his help on Hudson Yards, but

         19  also for his help and assistance in moving these

         20  important tax exemptions forward and want to call on

         21  Chairperson Weprin to comment on the Senior Citizen

         22  Homeowner Tax Exemption and the Disabled Homeowner

         23  Tax Exemption.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         25  Madam Speaker.
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          2                 The Senior Citizen Homeowner

          3  Exemption, known as SCHE, and the Disabled

          4  Homeowners Exemption, DHE, allows seniors and

          5  persons with disability to qualify for certain

          6  property tax exemptions, depending on their income.

          7                 We recently in the last few years

          8  passed legislation that will raise the income limits

          9  for senior citizens and persons with disability.

         10  However, we're constantly in a catch-up mode.

         11  Currently, seniors and persons with disability

         12  qualify for a property tax exemption equal to 50

         13  percent of their assessed property value if they

         14  earn a yearly income of only no more than 24,000.

         15  For property owners with more than 24,000 but less

         16  than 32,400, the program allows for graduated

         17  exemptions.

         18                 This legislation that we will be

         19  voting on today raises those income levels up to

         20  37,400 in 2009, and I also want to thank Chairman

         21  Arroyo for her work and her leadership in this area

         22  with the Aging Committee.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         25                 We are also voting today on a piece
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          2  of legislation that is a follow-up to the Solid

          3  Waste Management Plan that we passed in July.

          4                 It's an important bill that will, I

          5  hope, expand people's ability to do composting in

          6  the City and also make sure that that composting

          7  occurs in a more environmentally friendly way, and I

          8  want to call on the Chair of our Sanitation and

          9  Solid Waste Management Committee, Staten Island's

         10  own Mike McMahon, to tell us more about this

         11  legislation.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         13  Madam Speaker.

         14                 And as the Speaker pointed out, 431-A

         15  is a follow-up to some agreements that were made

         16  this past June between the Council and the

         17  Administration regarding how we go forward in the

         18  future to deal with the issue of garbage.

         19                 You know, and it's a very mundane

         20  problem but it's one that affects many people in a

         21  very negative way, certainly the people of Staten

         22  Island, dealing with the horrors of the Fresh Kills

         23  Landfill, and now across this City, whether it's

         24  transfer stations or truck traffic, there are

         25  communities that are put upon and subjugated to
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          2  environmental nightmares because of the City's lack

          3  to deal with its garbage properly.

          4                 The composting bill that we vote on

          5  today is certainly not going to solve all our

          6  problems. I'm talking about garbage. It's important.

          7                 Certainly the composting bill that

          8  we're passing today will not solve all of our

          9  problems, but it's an important step because every

         10  ton of compost material that we take out of the

         11  trash stream is one less ton that goes to a

         12  landfill, the money that we save, it's less truck

         13  traffic, and it certainly allows for us to recycle,

         14  if you will. It's the most basic form of recycling

         15  possible.

         16                 Not only that, at the urging of some

         17  of my colleagues, we have added a provision that

         18  will provide that you have to put your composting

         19  material in brown bags, brown paper bags, brown bag

         20  it, if you will, rather than use plastic bags. Also,

         21  a very important step because it will allow for the

         22  materials that are collected to go immediately to a

         23  composting facility, and we will save money in the

         24  process.

         25                 So, as we all know, a green city is a
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          2  clean city. When we combine clean and safe city, we

          3  have a happy city.

          4                 So, I urge all my colleagues to vote

          5  for 431-A as another step in finally giving the City

          6  a practical and sensible blueprint for dealing with

          7  its garbage.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         10                 And we're also voting on a resolution

         11  today urging that the Fire Patrol in our City of New

         12  York be continued. I want to call in a second on our

         13  Chairperson of Fire and Criminal Justice Committee,

         14  Council Member Martinez, but I also want to very

         15  much thank Council Member Tony Avella for

         16  introducing this resolution with the Chair and

         17  making sure that we in the Council were focused on

         18  trying to preserve and continue this important Fire

         19  Patrol that really does -- many people may not even

         20  know about what these folks do, but it is actually a

         21  critical part of keeping New York City safe, and I

         22  want to thank the Chair for his work and also

         23  Council Member Avella very much for his work on the

         24  resolution.

         25                 Chairperson Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          3  Speaker.

          4                 I want to ask my colleagues to

          5  support preconsidered Resolution 548, which calls on

          6  the New York Board of Fire Underwriters and its

          7  Board of Directors to reconsider their decision to

          8  discontinue funding for the Fire Patrol for New

          9  York.

         10                 As you mentioned, the Fire Patrol

         11  played a critical role in the Fire Protection and a

         12  critical role in ensuring that we keep insurance

         13  premiums down, since they go in there whenever we

         14  have a fire to protect property from further

         15  damages. And I will state that even though it is

         16  within the jurisdiction of the insurance companies

         17  to finance the Fire Patrol, we have a responsibility

         18  of presenting this resolution and sending a strong

         19  message that we also want to protect the consumer

         20  from the hearings that took place on this issue and

         21  from studies that we looked at in every major City

         22  where they have terminated the Fire Patrol,

         23  insurance premiums have gone up.

         24                 So, we're taking a responsible step

         25  in calling for the Board of the New York Fire

                                                            33

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Underwriters to expand their decision, or delay

          3  their decision, and in addition, calling for the

          4  Administration and the Commissioner to call on them

          5  in urging them to reconsider the decision and not

          6  terminate the Fire Patrol in the City of New York.

          7                 I also want to thank Councilman Tony

          8  Avella for his work on this issue. He's been a very

          9  forceful voice in bringing the issue out of the

         10  importance of the Fire Patrol in the City of New

         11  York, and I want to ask my colleagues to support

         12  Preconsidered Resolution 548.

         13                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And that

         15  concludes the Communication from the Speaker.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         17  very much.

         18                 Discussion of General Orders.

         19                 Seeing no one, Reports of Special

         20  Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Reports of

         23  Standing Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         25  Committee on Aging.
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          2                 Intro. 445-A. Senior Citizen

          3  Homeowners Exemption.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          5  General Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          7  Committee on Finance. Preconsidered Reso 547 Hudson

          8  Yards Financing District.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         12  Committee on Land Use.

         13                 LU 192 and Reso 552.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 230 and Reso 553.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 249 and Reso 554 on

         20  page three, through LU 267 and Reso 563 on page

         21  five, UDAAPs.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 272 and Reso 564.

         25  ULURP Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 273 and Reso 565.

          5  Zoning resolution amendment.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 276 and Reso 566.

          9  440-seat early childhood center, Bronx.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 277 and Reso 567.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 278 and Reso 568 on

         16  page five, through LU 289 and Reso 576 on page

         17  seven, UDAAPs.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation and

         22  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services.

         23                 Intro. 440-A. Disabled Homeowners

         24  Exemption.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on
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          2  General Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          4  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

          5  Intro. 431-A, composting of yard waste.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          7  General Orders.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General Order

          9  Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         11  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Order. And at this point, I ask for a roll call on

         14  all matters on the coupled General Order Calendar,

         15  but I believe that our Majority Leader, before we

         16  begin the roll call, has a quick announcement to

         17  make.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes. We have

         19  just been informed that we have a group of

         20  individuals joining us here today from the National

         21  Association for the Prevention of Starvation.

         22  They're in the back row. They are joining us from

         23  Alabama. I want to thank them for coming out.

         24                 We want to thank you for coming to

         25  New York City. We hope our City is treating you
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          2  well, and we welcome you to stay here and spend your

          3  dollars here in our City.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I abstain on

         15  preconsidered Reso 547 and aye on all the rest.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: May I please

         18  be excused to explain my vote?

         19                 I certainly vote aye on every item

         20  before us today. I just want to mention, in terms of

         21  the Senior Citizen Disabled and Homeowners, both of

         22  them are wonderful bills that would expand the

         23  number of individuals who can obtain the abatement

         24  and raise the ceiling that's important.

         25                 But as time goes on, I want to make
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          2  sure that we also include for the disabled who are

          3  renters, the same kind of opportunity. So, I know

          4  that will be discussed in the future.

          5                 In terms of the Hudson Yards, it's an

          6  important technicality to correct. I did sit through

          7  the hearing yesterday extensively from beginning to

          8  end. I thank all the chairs. And I do think that we

          9  have to be very careful as we proceed that the

         10  riders of the subway don't get stuck with any

         11  overruns on the Number 7 line. That was quite clear

         12  that that's not clear as to where those overruns

         13  will be deposited. There are sure to be some. And

         14  also, the second subway station, who will pay for

         15  that? It's not clear in the material.

         16                 Given those caveats, I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

          5  briefly excused to explain my vote?

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: First, I feel

          8  a need to note for the record that I had absolutely

          9  nothing to do with the late start of today's

         10  meeting. I just thought that was important to note.

         11                 I also wanted to -- I think it would

         12  be remiss if during this particular week at no

         13  particular time did someone on this body stand up

         14  and say let's go Mets. All right? So, I'll do it.

         15  And with that, I will vote aye on all, with the

         16  exception of preconsidered Reso 547, on which I

         17  abstain.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: As a lifelong

         19  Yankee fan I have to call everybody into order.

         20                 Let's go New York.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I'd like to

         23  say aye on all, and I am happy to cheer the Mets on.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         11  much, Mr. Leader.

         12                 I just want to be associated with the

         13  words of Council Member Martinez and Speaker Quinn

         14  with respect to the Fire Patrol. I represent one of

         15  the three remaining Fire Patrol Houses in the City

         16  of New York. On West Third Street, a house where one

         17  of the heroic members --

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         19  member, I'm actually being told that that's a

         20  resolution. It's not a topic of discussion.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Okay, I will

         22  defer to that point. Thank you.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         24  very much. I apologize.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I vote aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

         10  excused to explain my vote?

         11                 I abstain on preconsidered Resolution

         12  547 because I believe that any rail yards, both in

         13  Manhattan and in Brooklyn, should be treated the

         14  same.

         15                 In Brooklyn there should be a true

         16  RFP. In Brooklyn it should be under City control and

         17  there should be community involvement, and there

         18  should be involvement with local elected officials,

         19  and unfortunately, in the Borough of Brooklyn we are

         20  treated differently than in Manhattan, so I

         21  therefore abstain on Reso 547 and vote aye on the

         22  rest of the calendar.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes, and I

          6  request unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use

          7  Call-Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: I abstain for

         17  Reso 547, and aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         22  all, and in 2006 is the New York Mets's year. Let's

         23  go Queens.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye on

          8  all Land Use Call-Ups, and I'd like permission to

          9  vote on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Permission

         11  granted.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         15  And it's a good time to be from Queens. Let's go

         16  Mets.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         19  And I'm cheering for the Mets from the Bronx.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I request

          8  unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups?

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Permission

         10  granted.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye on all

         12  General Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         15                 I vote aye on all. I just, on the 7

         16  Line extension, this is I think an extraordinarily

         17  important expansion of the subway system, and I

         18  wholeheartedly and enthusiastically vote for the

         19  resolution, item before us.

         20                 I do just want to say for the record,

         21  you know, the City should not, as a general rule, be

         22  paying for subway line expansions. That really

         23  should be an MTA responsibility. And I understand a

         24  hundred percent why, you know, this is the best

         25  thing to do at this time, and I vote for it
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          2  enthusiastically.

          3                 I do think that, you know, as people

          4  go forward and consider future expansions, I hope

          5  that this won't serve as a precedent for the City,

          6  as opposed to the MTA, paying for those expansions.

          7                 I vote aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items on

         15  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         16  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         17  and zero abstentions, with the exemption of

         18  Preconsidered Resolution 547, which was adopted by a

         19  vote of 43 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         20  and four abstentions. And revised Land Use Call-Ups

         21  were adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, and

         22  zero in the negative.

         23                 Discussion of Resolutions.

         24                 Council Member Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very
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          2  much, Mr. Leader.

          3                 To continue the remarks I began

          4  earlier, I strongly urge --

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Actually, I

          6  apologize. I skipped over one portion. I'm sorry to

          7  do that to you again, Council member.

          8                 I actually have to go to Introduction

          9  and Reading of the Bills.

         10                 That one is my fault.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: It's never

         12  your fault, Mr. Leader.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And all

         14  bills should be referred to the committees as

         15  indicated on the agenda.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         17  very much.

         18                 Now, Council Member Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.

         20  Leader.

         21                 And I'll be associated with the

         22  remarks of my colleagues, let's go Mets.

         23                 But let me also urge my colleagues to

         24  vote for the resolution in support of continuation

         25  and perpetuation of Fire Patrol of the City of New
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          2  York. I represent one of the Fire Patrol, one of the

          3  three remaining Fire Patrol Houses, one where a

          4  heroic Fire Patrol Officer raced to the World Trade

          5  Center as the fires were burning to do his duty and

          6  paid the ultimate sacrifice.

          7                 The members of this patrol continue

          8  to perform a vital function. There are too many

          9  unanswered questions as to who will perform their

         10  role, who will safeguard vital property which has a

         11  direct bearing on our ability to continue after the

         12  fires, after disasters and some cases a serious

         13  life-enhancing, life-saving property, who will

         14  augment and support the members of the FDNY in the

         15  way the Fire Patrol has done?

         16                 There are too many unanswered

         17  questions. There is too vital a service still

         18  performed by the Fire Patrol members. We must

         19  preserve this patrol. Thank you.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         21  very much, Council Member.

         22                 Anyone next on Discussion of

         23  Resolutions?

         24                 Seeing no one, let's take a vote on

         25  the resolutions.
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          2                 All in favor, say aye.

          3                 All opposed say nay.

          4                 The ayes have it.

          5                 General Discussion.

          6                 Council Member Mendez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Leader.

          9                 I'm asking all my colleagues to sign

         10  onto Intro. 454. Already we have 27 Council members

         11  who have signed onto this legislation, and this

         12  legislation would make it mandatory for the

         13  Department of Housing Preservation and Development

         14  to do a study when any large-scale development is

         15  being put up on the auction block, and more recently

         16  with the sale of Peter Cooper Village in Stuyvesant

         17  Town, I think such legislation is imperative for

         18  this City to determine what is the affordable

         19  housing stock and what such a sale would have on the

         20  rental housing and our rent regulated housing in

         21  this City.

         22                 I think this is good public policy

         23  that would allow the City of New York to determine

         24  actually what is happening to our housing stock, and

         25  I urge all of my colleagues to sign on.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 Council Member Garodnick.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Leader.

          8                 I also wanted to join my colleague,

          9  Council Member Rosie Mendez, and thank her for

         10  introducing important legislation today. She

         11  mentioned it in her remarks a moment ago, Intro.

         12  454, the Housing Impact Study Bill.

         13                 We all know that thousands of rent

         14  stabilized units are lost every year to vacancy or

         15  luxury decontrol, and the loss of each unit has a

         16  real impact on the affordability of this City, as

         17  well as the strength of our economy.

         18                 But when those units are clustered

         19  together, when thousands of those units are sold all

         20  at once, the consequences are potentially even

         21  greater. And today, the sale of Stuyvesant Town,

         22  Peter Cooper Village is this City's wake-up call on

         23  affordable housing for the middle class.

         24                 And today we say that the potential

         25  loss of significant numbers of affordable units is
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          2  too important for the City to sit back and simply

          3  watch it happen.

          4                 I am a very proud co-sponsor of this

          5  legislation, the 8,000 plus rent-stabilized units in

          6  Peter Cooper and Stuyvesant Town represent the

          7  middle class who make up the lifeblood of this City,

          8  the teachers, the firefighters, the police officers,

          9  the folks who make this City run. It is for them and

         10  for future generations of middle class in New York

         11  that we act today.

         12                 As many of you have heard, the

         13  Metropolitan Life Insurance Company is selling the

         14  opportunity to change that community into a, quote,

         15  market rate master community, and the City will not

         16  simply, should not simply take a pass and watch this

         17  happen without comment.

         18                 So, I ask you to join me, join

         19  Council Member Mendez, in recognizing that this

         20  legislation is not simply a discussion about

         21  Stuyvesant Town. This is a discussion about the

         22  future of affordable housing in New York. This is an

         23  important battle, but there are going to be others,

         24  and the City of New York, through this legislation

         25  will be able to review the impact when more than
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          2  1,000 regulated units change hands in one

          3  fell-swoop. And I ask that you all join us in

          4  co-sponsoring this legislation today.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much, Council member.

          8                 Council Member Barron.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Chair.

         11                 I rise to say to my colleagues that

         12  we're very fortunate to live and work in the number

         13  one City in the world, for the most powerful

         14  legislative body in the world, but we must think

         15  globally as we're acting locally.

         16                 And I'm very, very concerned about

         17  the recent detonation of a nuclear test in North

         18  Korea.

         19                 We need to call on the Bush

         20  Administration to support non-proliferation of

         21  nuclear armaments, but also disarmament for those

         22  countries that already have nuclear weapons. We

         23  shouldn't allow the Bush Administration to keep

         24  creating a boogeyman to prepare us to go to war with

         25  another country. New York citizens are dying in
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          2  Iraq, an unjust war for oil, geopolitics, and to

          3  protect friends in the Middle East.

          4                 They said Osama bin Laden was a

          5  boogeyman, now we're in Afghanistan, people are

          6  dying, and the people of Afghanistan are calling for

          7  the Taliban to come back.

          8                 When will we send a message from this

          9  body, the international body of the world, the

         10  United Nations is just a few minutes from us? We

         11  should call on this President for this failed

         12  foreign policy of gunbolt diplomacy, dollar

         13  diplomacy, economic isolation and economic embargo

         14  is a declaration of war, according to the United

         15  Nations, and for the Clinton Administration, who had

         16  bilateral discussions with North Korea, the Carter

         17  Administration had bilateral discussions with North

         18  Korea, and we're sitting around here letting this

         19  President say he will not engage in discussions to

         20  stop nuclear proliferation.

         21                 I know we have to act locally and

         22  pass budgets and do the things that we have to do

         23  for the citizens of New York City, but sending them

         24  to war to die should be a concern of ours.

         25                 In the next coming meetings, I will
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          2  be putting forth a resolution to send a strong

          3  message from this City Council that the Bush

          4  Administration has failed diplomatically and should

          5  engage in bilateral negotiations with Korea, let

          6  them not paint another boogeyman so we can go to war

          7  with the same leaders that they've supported in the

          8  past.

          9                 We say think globally but let's act

         10  locally. Thank you.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         12  very much, Council Member.

         13                 Next we have Council Member Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: On a more

         15  mundane level, Reso 550 calls on the New York

         16  Department of Education to enter into lease

         17  agreements with public schools to deal with

         18  technology equipment once the contract with Dell

         19  expires.

         20                 I mentioned this because technology

         21  changes so quickly.

         22                 Some of you see in the newspapers

         23  outdated hardware that has been incorrectly put into

         24  canisters and moved off of the premises, and the

         25  fact of the matter is, there is even more of that in
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          2  the closets of the Department of Education.

          3                 What we need is a much more

          4  contemporary plan for a contemporary item

          5  technology.

          6                 So, I urge you all to save money, and

          7  save our environment, and think differently about

          8  purchasing of computer equipment at the Department

          9  of Education.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 Seeing no other Council members, this

         14  meeting is adjourned.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 3:07 p.m.)
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