Int. No. 352

By Council Members Gennaro, Liu, Yassky, Koppell, Mendez, Clarke, Comrie, Fidler, Foster, James, Mark-Viverito, McMahon, Palma, Recchia Jr., Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Stewart, Weprin, White Jr., Jackson and Lanza

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating a plan to promote the use of clean air taxis and for-hire vehicles.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Declaration of legislative findings and intent.  The Council finds that the use of hybrid-electric vehicles as taxis and for-hire vehicles furthers the City’s goal of saving energy and reducing pollution.  The use of hybrid-electric vehicles in the taxi and for-hire vehicle industries is especially appropriate because many taxis operate almost twenty-four hours per day and for-hire vehicles operate many hours during a day, thereby using a significant amount of fuel and negatively impacting the City’s air quality.


To promote the City’s policy of saving energy and reducing pollution, the Council enacted legislation in 2005 requiring the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) to approve one or more hybrid-electric vehicle models for use as a taxi.  Subsequently, TLC approved six hybrid-electric vehicle models and there are now hybrid-electric taxis serving the people of New York City.  There are currently, however, approximately 25 hybrid-electric vehicles operating in a total fleet of 12,779 taxis and fewer than 100 hybrid-electric for-hire vehicles in operation.


The Council believes that the TLC should do more to promote the use of hybrid- electric vehicles for use as taxis and for-hire vehicles.  Because hybrid-electric vehicles are relatively new, many people in the taxi and for-hire vehicle industry may not be aware of the benefits of operating such a vehicle.  The Council is enacting this law to ensure that the TLC actively takes steps to increase the number of hybrid-electric vehicles in the taxi and for-hire vehicle fleets and to increase awareness of the benefits of hybrid-electric vehicles in the taxi and for-hire vehicle industries, thereby promoting their use.

§2.  Section 19-533 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to read as follows: 

§ 19-533  Clean air taxis.  The commission shall approve one or more hybrid- electric vehicle models for use as a taxicab within ninety days after the enactment of this law.  The approved vehicle model or models shall be eligible for immediate use by all current and future medallion owners, including successful bidders for medallions sold pursuant to local law number 51 for the year 2003.  For the purposes of this [law] chapter, a hybrid-electric vehicle shall be defined as a commercially available mass production vehicle originally equipped by the manufacturer with a combustion engine system together with an electric propulsion system that operates in an integrated manner.
§ 3.  Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by adding thereto a new section 19-534 to read as follows: 

§ 19-534  The clean air taxi and for-hire vehicle plan.  a. For the purposes of this section only, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

(1) “Alternative fuel” shall have the same meaning as in paragraph one of subdivision a of section 24-163.1 of this code. 

(2)“Alternative fuel vehicle” shall mean a motor vehicle that is operated using 

solely an alternative fuel or is operated using an alternative fuel in combination with gasoline or diesel fuel, and shall not include bi-fuel motor vehicles.

(3) “Bi-fuel motor vehicle” shall have the same meaning as in paragraph four of subdivision a of section 24-163.1 of this code.

b.  No later than ninety days after the effective date of this section, the commission shall develop and approve a plan to significantly increase the number of hybrid-electric vehicles operating in the taxicab and for-hire vehicle fleets in New York city.  Such plan shall include, but not be limited to:

(1) a description of specific measures to increase the number of hybrid-electric vehicles operating within the New York city taxicab and for-hire vehicle fleets and periodic goals for achieving increases in the number of such vehicles;  

(2) a schedule, including interim and final milestones, for implementing such measures; and

(3) an education campaign that provides taxicab and for-hire vehicle owners with information regarding hybrid-electric vehicles.

c. The commission shall implement the plan prepared and adopted pursuant to 

subdivision b of this section.  

d. (1) The education campaign, set forth in paragraph three of subdivision b of this section shall include, but not be limited to, information regarding available hybrid-electric vehicle models, including: the fuel economy of such vehicles, as compared with gasoline-powered models typically used as taxicabs and for-hire vehicles in New York city; costs and savings associated with the purchase and use of such vehicles; the air quality benefits associated with the use of such vehicles; available governmental and manufacturer incentives; and, any other information that the commission deems relevant.  This information shall be provided to owners of taxicabs and for-hire vehicles upon issuance or renewal of a license in accordance with section 19-504 of this chapter, shall be posted on the commission’s web page, and, where practicable, shall be sent to such owners with other commission documents and notices.

(2) The commission shall conduct at least two informational workshops regarding hybrid-electric vehicles every calendar year.  Owners of taxicabs and for-hire vehicles shall be required to attend at least one workshop every calendar year, until at least fifty percent of the taxicabs or for-hire vehicles they own are hybrid-electric vehicles. 

e. The commission shall prepare and submit to the speaker of the council by 

January 31 of each year an annual status report covering the immediately preceding calendar year, which shall include, but not be limited to:

(1) The implementation status of the education campaign and other measures 

included in the plan prepared and adopted pursuant to subdivision b of this section; and

(2) The numbers of hybrid-electric vehicles operating in the taxicab and for-hire 

vehicle fleets in New York city and how these numbers compare to those of the previous year and with the goals set forth in such plan.


f.  (1) On an annual basis, the commission shall review its plan, required pursuant to subdivision b of this section, to determine, among other things, whether it has helped to increase the number of hybrid-electric vehicles operating in the taxicab and for-hire vehicle fleets and whether scheduled milestones and goals included in such plan have been met.  The commission shall revise such plan as necessary. 
(2)  As part of its annual review, the commission shall assess whether additional alternative fuel vehicles should be incorporated into the plan, including the education campaign.  The commission shall incorporate into such plan those alternative fuel vehicles it deems appropriate for inclusion as a result of such assessment and thereafter include information regarding such vehicles in the report required pursuant to subdivision e of this section.

§ 4.  This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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