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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We are now going to do

          3  a ceremonial, which is a proclamation presented by

          4  Council Member/Cultural Czar, Domenic Recchia, Jr.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, Dr.

          6  Andrew Parker, where are you? Come on up? He is

          7  retiring from the City University after 28 years,

          8  Baruch. And he has been at the forefront of

          9  developing Coney Island and pushing for Coney Island

         10  with the Brooklyn Sportsplex, and preserving the

         11  amusements, let's hope.

         12                 But because of him and his idea, his

         13  vision, Brooklynites all over Brooklyn saw the

         14  beginning of Coney Island come through, the

         15  development and the beautiful Cyclone Stadium. Of

         16  course we want the Sportsplex to be built next to

         17  it, but because of him and being at the forefront,

         18  Coney Island is at the beginning stages, and he was

         19  there from the very start. And after 28 years of

         20  retiring, I just want to say thank you on behalf of

         21  the 47 Council District for your work and

         22  contributions to the City and to Coney Island.

         23                 DR. PARKER: As my adopted City for

         24  some 36 years, I've always been an advocate for New

         25  York City and I continue to be so, even after my
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          2  retirement from CUNY I'm involved. So, thank you all

          3  for your gracious award.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if the clerk could

          5  please read the proclamation.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          7  New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          9  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         10  friends and distinguished members of the community

         11  in honoring Dr. R. Andrew Parker on the occasion of

         12  his retirement; and

         13                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

         14  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

         15  service to the community, whether through

         16  participation in volunteer programs, through unique

         17  personal achievement in their professional or other

         18  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

         19  and

         20                 Whereas: A graduate of Columbia

         21  University with a doctorate in Urban Planning, Dr.

         22  Parker has worked in the field of urban and

         23  environmental planning for over 33 years and has

         24  been a faculty member of Baruch College for over 28

         25  years; and
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          2                 Whereas: As an urban and

          3  environmental planner, Dr. Parker has been

          4  particularly involved in projects associated with

          5  the Coney Island Redevelopment Plan, including the

          6  construction of the Brooklyn Sports Complex, the

          7  revitalization of Mermaid Avenue and the development

          8  of the neighborhood's amusement district. He has

          9  also worked on many other assignments, including

         10  environmental impact studies and technical analyses

         11  of various projects throughout the City; and

         12                 Whereas: Dr. Parker has served as a

         13  consultant to many government agencies, including

         14  the U.S. Navy, the U.S. General Services

         15  Administration, the U.S. Environmental Protection

         16  Agency, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the

         17  Federal Highway Administration, the New York Urban

         18  Development Corporation, the New York City

         19  Department of City Planning, the New York City

         20  Department of Environmental Protection and the New

         21  York City Economic Development Corporation; and

         22                 Whereas: As a faculty member at

         23  Baruch, Dr. Parker taught courses for its Real

         24  Estate program and its Executive MPA program, as

         25  well as its Capstone Program for the National Urban
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          2  Fellows. He has also been published in several urban

          3  planning journals, including Urban Studies, Urban

          4  Affairs Review, and Properties; and

          5                 Whereas: Today, we honor Dr. R.

          6  Andrew Parker for his career of outstanding service

          7  to our City. His leadership in and dedication to

          8  urban and environmental planning have been an

          9  inspiration to those around him, and he leaves us

         10  with a significant legacy of positive change; now,

         11  therefore

         12                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York most gratefully honors DR. R.

         14  ANDREW PARKER for his many fine contributions to the

         15  City.

         16                 Signed this 25th day of October in

         17  the year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

         18  Speaker for the Entire Council; Domenic M. Recchia,

         19  Jr., Council Member, 47th District, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 And next we have a terrific group of

         23  folks here, terrific young people who have been

         24  brought down to City Hall today by Council Member

         25  Eric Gioia and Council Member Gioia is going to tell
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          2  us why these great folks and others are here with us

          3  today.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very

          5  much, Madam Speaker.

          6                 Come on, girls. Get closer. Be in the

          7  picture. Come on over. Don't be shy.

          8                 Okay, welcome to City Hall. And all

          9  of my colleagues, and all of the public, I want you

         10  to know these young ladies standing to my right did

         11  a remarkable thing.

         12                 After Hurricane Katrina, they were

         13  watching television, they saw what happened, and

         14  they were upset as all of us were. But then they

         15  said, what can we do in Queens and Long Island City

         16  to make lives of people so far away just a little

         17  bit better? So, they went outside and they did what

         18  they could do. They started selling lemonade, and

         19  the first day I think -- what did you guys make the

         20  first day? $320 they made the first day. Well, they

         21  kept at it and kept selling lemonade, and then

         22  started getting corporate matches, and they raised

         23  $10,000 for the American Red Cross to aid Hurricane

         24  Katrina victims.

         25                 And that is a lot of lemonade.
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          2                 And I've got to say they've made a

          3  difference in people's lives, and most importantly,

          4  I hope they've sent forth that tiny ripple of hope

          5  and said to all of us, that when we see something

          6  wrong, it's our obligation and our duty to go out

          7  and try to make the world a better place. So, thank

          8  you very much.

          9                 Would any of you guys like to say a

         10  word.

         11                 MS. FLORIO: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Very well. And

         13  I would just ask the clerk to read the proclamation.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

         15  New York, Proclamation.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to honor Sarah Palmer

         18  Garrett, Jaclyn Florio, Gina Florio, and Alyssa

         19  Paolicelli, and Kendall Paolicelli, for their

         20  exceptional compassion and dedication to all

         21  humankind; and

         22                 Whereas: On August 29, 2005,

         23  Hurricane Katrina made landfall on the Gulf coast,

         24  causing widespread destruction and loss of life; The

         25  city of New Orleans in particular experienced
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          2  extensive flooding and damage; over 1,800 people

          3  lost their lives and hundreds of thousands more lost

          4  their homes and possessions; and

          5                 Whereas: In the wake of Katrina's

          6  destruction, an outpouring of support surfaced

          7  across the country and the world; Many

          8  not-for-profit organizations offered their services,

          9  among them the American Red Cross; Additionally,

         10  various countries, corporations, and individuals

         11  also pledged their support for the victims of the

         12  hurricane; and

         13                 Whereas: Ms. Garrett and her friends

         14  Jaclyn Florio, Gina Florio, and Alyssa Paolicelli,

         15  and Kendall Paolicelli were appalled by the

         16  catastrophe that they witnessed unfold in the news;

         17  Eager in some small way to contribute to recovery

         18  efforts, they set up a lemonade and cookie stand on

         19  Vernon Boulevard in Long Island City, Queens, to

         20  raise money for the relief effort; and

         21                 Whereas: In less than five hours, the

         22  girls raised $322 for hurricane relief; However,

         23  they still wanted to do more, Turning to their

         24  community, they asked area businesses to match their

         25  contribution; and
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          2                 Whereas: After tirelessly seeking

          3  matching contributions, the girls raised over ten

          4  thousand dollars in total, which they donated to the

          5  American Red Cross; and

          6                 Whereas: Through their philanthropy,

          7  the five girls have shown that our similarities far

          8  outweigh our differences; they have demonstrated the

          9  power of individuals to change the world for the

         10  better; now, therefore

         11                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         12  City of New York honors SARAH PALMER GARRETT, JACLYN

         13  FLORIO, GINA FLORIO, AND ALYSSA PAOLICELLI, and

         14  KENDALL PAOLICELLI, for their outstanding

         15  contributions to our City.

         16                 Signed this 25th day of October in

         17  the year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

         18  Speaker for the Entire Council; Eric Gioia, Council

         19  Member, 26th District, Queens.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Great. Thank you all

         21  very much. I also want to recognize that most of the

         22  young girls' folks are here today, so I want to

         23  thank you for buying all those lemons and sugar and

         24  everything else you need, and just wanted you all to

         25  know how proud we all are of you. Everyone here at
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          2  the City Council is very proud of you. I think I

          3  said that the first time, but we're all proud of you

          4  and want to thank you for being such great New

          5  Yorkers and great Americans.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Present.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: I have a quorum

         14  Ma'am.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         16  quorum.

         17                 The invocation will now be made by

         18  Reverend Larry Seabrook.

         19                 REVEREND/COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: May

         20  we bow our heads, please.

         21                 The Almighty and gracious one, as we

         22  come in this Chamber today, asking you for Divine

         23  guidance to allow us to again display a sense of

         24  fairplay and justice to the people of this City and

         25  this nation, for as you have seen out of the mouths
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          2  of babes, the youth, the children who have shown us

          3  the way, that it is better to give than to receive,

          4  and give an example of what humanity is all about;

          5                 for it is in these blessings that we

          6  ask that you provide us with the leadership, and

          7  continue to provide the Speaker with the leadership

          8  and the guidance to have an inclusive and all-in-all

          9  a generous and gracious government;

         10                 these and many other blessings we ask

         11  in Thy name, amen.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         13  spread the Invocation, by Council Member Mendez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I make a

         15  motion to spread the Invocation in full upon the

         16  record.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: If I could ask my

         19  colleagues to rise again.

         20                 We are actually quite blessed today

         21  not to have any New York City soldiers to remember.

         22  We've lost no one from the five boroughs in Iraq or

         23  Afghanistan since we last met at the Stated Meeting.

         24                 We have, though, lost two members of

         25  the extended City Council family, and I want us to
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          2  have a moment of silence for both of them.

          3                 Last week, Council Member Mike

          4  McMahon and Supreme Court Judge Judith McMahon lost

          5  Judith's brother and Mike's brother-in-law Louis

          6  Novelino. He was, of course, a very dear brother to

          7  Judy, a brother-in-law to Mike, and as I heard

          8  earlier, a great uncle to Mike and Judy's two kids.

          9  So, we'll have a moment of silence for him today.

         10                 We're also going to have a moment of

         11  silence today for Mary Gaye Taylor, who many of you

         12  may know as the long-time City Hall reporter for

         13  WCBS News Radio 88. She was also for quite some time

         14  a constituent in my district. I had the honor of

         15  working with her when I was a staff member to

         16  Council Member Tom Duane, and for part of the time

         17  when I was first elected to the City Council she was

         18  a great reporter. I guess she was Dean, is that what

         19  you guys called it? The Dean of Room 9 for awhile,

         20  as well.

         21                 She died on October 26th of

         22  metastatic brain cancer -- breast cancer, I'm sorry,

         23  breast cancer, at her home in Vermont.

         24                 It's very important to her family,

         25  they wanted everyone to know that the cause of her
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          2  death was metastatic breast cancer, it was very

          3  important to bring awareness to the fight for a cure

          4  and to urge all women over 40 or earlier to go for

          5  mammograms and to get proper screening, and I just

          6  want to add that I really want to on behalf of Mary

          7  Gaye's Family underscore this important note. We're

          8  sadly seeing a trend of less and less, fewer and

          9  fewer New York City women getting mammograms, so all

         10  of us who are in this room who are appropriate age

         11  to get mammograms should go and make an appointment

         12  today in Mary Gaye's memory.

         13                 She was first stricken with cancer

         14  over 20 years ago at the age of 49, but had been in

         15  remission until very recently. She, Mary Gaye, had

         16  an over 30-year career at WCBS Radio, including

         17  covering four Mayors, Mayor Koch, Dinkins, Giuliani,

         18  and Bloomberg, and she was assigned most of that

         19  time here at City Hall, I believe.

         20                 During the terror attacks of 9/11,

         21  Mary Gaye grabbed her tape recorder and raced to the

         22  scene to cover the disaster. When the second tower

         23  fell, she jumped under a police car, and her

         24  colleague Irene Cornell recalls that Mary Gaye

         25  thought she had died, but she moved her hand and
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          2  realized she was alive, and was pulled out by a

          3  police officer from under the car. She then got into

          4  a fight with the police officer because she didn't

          5  have her tape recorder, and he wouldn't let her go

          6  back under the car to get her tape recorder.

          7                 So, Mary Gaye walked to the station

          8  headquarters covered in ash and immediately went on

          9  the air to tell her story after apologizing for

         10  having lost her tape recorder.

         11                 She is survived by her mother and her

         12  two sisters. The family has asked that anyone

         13  choosing to honor Mary Gaye do so by considering a

         14  donation to the Susan G. Coleman Breast Cancer

         15  Foundation, and I want to remind everyone that

         16  October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

         17                 And I just want to say for me

         18  personally, when I started here as a Chief of Staff

         19  and as a Council Member, Mary Gaye was a very

         20  prominent force in Room 9 and in the press core, and

         21  for me, as a younger woman at that time starting out

         22  at City Hall, it was very inspiring to see a woman

         23  who was such a leader in Room 9 and such a leader in

         24  City Hall, and I was always very taken with her

         25  strength, her fortitude and her directness, and I
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          2  would like to think that it was, on some level, an

          3  inspiration to me as I was able to move forward in

          4  this building as well.

          5                 So, if we could have a moment of

          6  silence for Mary Gaye, and also for Louis Novelino,

          7  Mike's brother-in-law.

          8                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         11  the Minutes, by Council Member Reyna.

         12                 Council Member Jackson, would you

         13  take over, please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         15  I move a motion that the minutes of the Stated

         16  Meeting of September 13th, 2006 be adopted as

         17  printed.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19  There she is.

         20                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 424. Submitting the

         22  report and supporting the recommendations of the

         23  Advisory Commission for the review of the

         24  compensation levels of elected officials.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,
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          2  printed and filed.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          4  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          7  and Communications.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         10  Call-Ups.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 425.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we could have a

         13  roll call now on the Land Use Call-Ups.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 (No response.)

                                                            25

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes. I'd

         22  like to vote yes on all coupled General Orders and

         23  all resolution and Land Use call-ups, so I vote aye.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          4                 Today's Land Use Call-Up was adopted

          5  by a vote of 47 in the affirmative and zero in the

          6  negative.

          7                 Communication from the Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          9                 Today we're voting on a number of

         10  important pieces of legislation.

         11                 The first is a piece of legislation

         12  coming out of the Housing and Buildings Committee,

         13  and I very much want to thank the Chairperson of

         14  that Committee, Council Member Dilan, for his hard

         15  work and leadership on this piece of legislation.

         16                 It's a very common sense let's make

         17  government more efficient bill.

         18                 Presently most residential properties

         19  are required to have a sprinkler flow inspection

         20  every 30 months. For some reason there's a loophole

         21  in the law that requires properties that had been

         22  once a single unit residential property and now a

         23  multi-unit residential property, they have to have

         24  sprinkler flow inspections twice during that

         25  30-month period, one by the Fire Department, one by
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          2  the Housing Department. We are today going to say

          3  that those properties, most of them brownstones,

          4  should be treated exactly the same way as other

          5  residential properties and only require those owners

          6  to have one inspection which will be conducted under

          7  the purview of the Fire Department. It will make

          8  this change -- change will make it easier and fairer

          9  for property owners, and also save government

         10  resources and eliminate reduction redundant

         11  inspections.

         12                 I again want to thank the Chair of

         13  the Committee and also thank Mayor Bloomberg. This

         14  legislation was introduced at his request.

         15                 We're also today voting on the 11

         16  empire zones. This is a piece of legislation also

         17  introduced at the request of the Mayor and by the

         18  Chair of our Economic Development Committee, Tom

         19  White.

         20                 As we all know, the State passed

         21  legislation which requires that empire zones be made

         22  contiguous. We're of course complying with that law,

         23  but in this piece of legislation, we are also

         24  expanding empire zones, and I think everyone in this

         25  legislature knows how beneficial an empire zone can
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          2  be for a neighborhood, its residents and the

          3  businesses in those areas.

          4                 So, today's we're going to expand

          5  that opportunity to more areas of our City.

          6                 We're particularly excited that in

          7  the 11 empire zones today, all five of our boroughs

          8  from the Bronx to Staten Island would benefit

          9  through the expansion of these empire zones.

         10                 We're also today voting on a bill

         11  relating to the Department of Corrections and their

         12  staffing levels. And this comes out of the Civil

         13  Service and Labor Committee, chaired by Council

         14  Member Addabbo, and I want to thank him for his work

         15  on this issue.

         16                 As folks may know, not too long ago,

         17  the Bloomberg Administration and the Corrections

         18  union came to a contract agreement. One provision of

         19  that agreement was that staffing level didn't have

         20  to be exactly the same at the overnight shift.

         21                 Prior to this, staffing level was the

         22  same at all three shifts, all platoon strength being

         23  the same, although this is not the case in most

         24  other correctional institutions throughout our

         25  country.
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          2                 This codifies the provision in the

          3  contract that allows the overnight shift to have a

          4  lesser number of staff than the other shifts.

          5                 We're finally voting on a piece of

          6  legislation today that was introduced into our

          7  Finance Committee chaired by Council Member Weprin.

          8  I want to thank him for his attention to this

          9  matter, and it expands the Village Alliance Business

         10  Improvement District which is in my district,

         11  Council Mendez's district, and Council Member

         12  Gerson's district.

         13                 Finally, in resolutions today, we

         14  will be voting on a resolution relating to a piece

         15  of legislation that the Suffolk County Legislature

         16  has passed.

         17                 We all remember in the prior City

         18  Council and we overrode the veto in this City

         19  Council, we passed a Health Care Security Act to try

         20  to expand the availability of health care insurance

         21  to folks who work in grocery markets and food

         22  stores. Suffolk followed our lead to some degree and

         23  passed their own legislation. That bill in Suffolk

         24  is being challenged in the courts.

         25                 I believe given the Council's actions
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          2  on our own Health Care Security Act, given the fact

          3  we've been in consultation with the Suffolk

          4  Legislature, given the fact that the ruling on the

          5  Suffolk Legislature's bill could have an impact on

          6  our law. It is appropriate for the Council of the

          7  City of New York to file an amicus brief in support

          8  of the Suffolk County Legislature's piece of

          9  legislation.

         10                 As we know, our procedures now in the

         11  City Council are that whenever I, as the speaker, am

         12  going to sign onto an amicus brief on behalf of this

         13  entire body, I ask the Legislature of the Council to

         14  pass a resolution empowering me to do that. So, I

         15  urge everyone to vote in support of that resolution

         16  today, which will enable us to stand in the form of

         17  an amicus brief in support of the work of the

         18  Suffolk County Legislature and their efforts to make

         19  sure that health care access is expanded in Suffolk,

         20  and their efforts to make sure that a full day's

         21  work includes with it the health care that a

         22  full-time or a part-time employee should get from a

         23  full day's work.

         24                 Those are the matters we are voting

         25  on today, and I urge my colleagues to vote in
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          2  support of all of them.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          4  of General Orders.

          5                 Council Member Barron.

          6                 Oh, sorry. We have nobody. I thought

          7  you nodded. Sorry.

          8                 Okay, seeing nobody, Report of

          9  Special Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         12  Standing Committees.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Civil Service and Labor. Intro. 370,

         15  the three platoon system of the Department of

         16  Correction.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         20  Committee on Economic Development. Intro. 421-A.

         21  Redesignation of certain areas as empire zones.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         23  General Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         25  Committee on Finance.
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          2                 Intro. 420. Extension of the Village

          3  Alliance Business Improvement District.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          7  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          8                 Intro. 426-A. Maintenance of

          9  sprinkler systems in certain residential

         10  occupancies.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         12  General Orders with a message of necessity.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Land Use.

         15                 LU 210 and Reso 588. ULURP, Staten

         16  Island.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 211 and Reso 589.

         20  Zoning resolution amendment.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 212 and Reso 590.

         24                 LU 213 and Reso 591. LU 214 and Reso

         25  592, and LU 243 and Reso --
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 243 and Reso 593.

          5  LU 244 and Reso 594. LU 263 and Reso 595, and LU 264

          6  and Reso 596, various UDAAPs.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 274 and Reso 597.

         10  LU 275 and Reso 598. Landmarks designation.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 290 and Reso 599.

         14  Zoning resolution amendment.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 291 and Reso 600.

         18  ULURP, Queens.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 292 and Reso 601,

         22  zoning resolution amendment.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 293 and Reso 602.
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          2  Unenclosed sidewalk cafe, Manhattan.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 295 and Reso 603,

          6  and LU 296 and Reso 604, UDAAPs, Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         10  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         11                 Preconsidered Intro. 457. Naming of

         12  64 thoroughfares and public places.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Adopted and laid over.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         17  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders, and at this point I ask for a roll call vote

         20  on all matters that are coupled on the General Order

         21  Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         19                 I just want to thank the Speaker and

         20  her staff and the Mayor and his team and my own

         21  staff for the hard work they did on the empire zone

         22  issue.

         23                 I think a lot of good work went into

         24  the effort to clarify and expand empire zones around

         25  the City and empire zones are doing a lot of good
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          2  work for our businesses, but in my particular

          3  neighborhood there was a sensitive matter about the

          4  future of our neighborhood and the potential

          5  rezoning and the potential to build housing and

          6  particularly more affordable housing in the Gowanus

          7  Canal area, which I think is really one of the great

          8  opportunities coming up in the City of New York to

          9  create large amounts of affordable housing. And, so,

         10  I asked everyone involved for some consideration of

         11  that fact and some flexibility around the boundaries

         12  of the new empire zone.

         13                 I just want to thank everyone for

         14  having recognized those special circumstances in my

         15  district in having adjusted the empire zone

         16  boundaries accordingly. And I'm very happy that

         17  we're able to move forward everywhere else to

         18  utilize the empire zone program for all.

         19                 And thank you, I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

                                                            39

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I want to

          5  applaud the Speaker with regards to 426-

          6  A, the sprinkler bill. This is an issue that

          7  unfortunately I've heard from a significant number

          8  of my constituents and individuals throughout

          9  downtown Brooklyn, and the Brownstone belt, the

         10  ability to simplify the process with regards to

         11  inspection.

         12                 But in addition to that, I'm asking

         13  the Administration to create a help center at FDNY,

         14  so that they could assist constituents in learning

         15  more about the sprinkler system.

         16                 I've heard from a number of

         17  constituents with regards to plumbers who are

         18  unfortunately gouging constituents and charging them

         19  excessive rates for the inspection of their

         20  sprinklers.

         21                 And lastly, a self-training program

         22  by FDNY so that individuals can self-inspect and not

         23  be subject and/or victimized by some unscrupulous

         24  plumbers.

         25                 And lastly, consideration by FDNY for
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          2  the waiver of fees for individuals who are in

          3  hardship cases and/or low-income seniors.

          4                 I would hope that the Administration

          5  and FDNY pay close attention to this issue, and I

          6  vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, may I be excused to vote on all Land Use

         23  items and I vote aye on all coupled general items in

         24  the calendar.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: May I briefly

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate. My

          6  colleagues, there is on the calendar today two Land

          7  Use items, which are in my district.

          8                 One is the rezoning of the Stapleton

          9  Home Port, and the other is the downzoning of the

         10  Clifton neighborhood, very close to the Stapleton

         11  Home Port. These are very important projects for my

         12  neighborhood, particularly the Stapleton Home Port

         13  which for ten years has languished without any plan.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: And I want to

         17  thank the Bloomberg Administration, as well as the

         18  Speaker, Speaker Quinn and her Land Use staff who

         19  worked so hard on this as well as Chairs Avella and

         20  Katz who did such a good job bringing this forward,

         21  as well as with the downzoning, and thank also Len

         22  Garcia Duran from the Staten Island City Planning

         23  Office.

         24                 One of the Empire Zones is also on

         25  Staten Island, and I want to thank everyone who
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          2  worked so hard to find resolution and to put forth a

          3  package which is in the best interest of all Staten

          4  Islanders, but at the same time does not provide any

          5  special preference to the pending NASCAR proposal

          6  which loomed heavily on the minds of all Staten

          7  Islanders. And having said that, I thank all

          8  involved in those projects, and I vote aye on all.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Present. Aye on

         13  Land Use Call-Ups. Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Madam Public Advocate,

         21  with the permission of my colleagues, I would like

         22  to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups, and I vote aye

         23  on all matters on the coupled general order, and I'd

         24  just like very briefly to be excused to explain my

         25  vote. And we are voting today to approve an
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          2  adjustment and expansion of the boundaries of the

          3  Village of Business Improvement District, which is

          4  overseen by the Greenwich Village Alliance.

          5                 This district is chaired by Council

          6  Member Districts represented by myself, our Speaker,

          7  Council Speaker Quinn, and my colleague Council

          8  Member Mendez, and I'm sure, I know we are all in

          9  accord that the Village Alliance has done, and

         10  continues to do an outstanding job for the entire

         11  neighborhood, the business community, the

         12  residential community, making the area a better

         13  place for all to visit, do business in and live in,

         14  and this expansion will only be an improvement for

         15  the City overall. So, I thank my colleagues for your

         16  support, and I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          3  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          4  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

          5  and zero abstentions.

          6                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups, were

          7  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in

          8  the negative. Zero negative. Sorry.

          9                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         11  to committees as indicated on the agenda.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         13  of Resolutions.

         14                 Quiet, please.

         15                 Discussion of Resolutions.

         16                 General Discussion. Council Member

         17  Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         19  much, to my colleagues.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, sorry.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Let me vote on

         22  resolutions first.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry, I'm

         24  getting ahead of myself here.

         25                 Sorry. I was so eager to hear you,
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          2  Charles.

          3                 Discussion of the Resolution. Which

          4  is in support of Suffolk County litigation, between

          5  the retail industry's association.

          6                 All in favor?

          7                 Opposed?

          8                 Adopted.

          9                 General Discussion.

         10                 Council Member Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         12  much, Madam Chair.

         13                 To my colleagues, I just wanted to

         14  bring your attention to a bill that was signed by

         15  the president of the United States this past week

         16  and that is the Military Commission Act.

         17                 I think we should be outraged by

         18  that. It puts much too much power in the Executive

         19  Branch. It even gets rid of the rit of habeous

         20  corpus. Any legal resident of the United States, the

         21  President can now declare them, or if you are a

         22  citizen that is declared an enemy combatant, you can

         23  be taken off the streets without being charged with

         24  anything and being held indefinitely on Guantanomo

         25  Bay or wherever they want to hold you.
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          2                 This not only violates civil rights

          3  and constitutional rights, but it violates human

          4  rights. The right to a fair trial. And it violates

          5  the very principle of these multi-tier government to

          6  hold the Executive Branch in check.

          7                 I think we should be very, very

          8  vigilant in making sure that these kinds of laws are

          9  not met with silence by the City Council.

         10                 So, I will encourage my colleagues to

         11  speak out against the military Commission Act. I

         12  call it the "Disappearing Act." Because any one of

         13  you can disappear and no one will know where you are

         14  if you're labeled an enemy combatant. In the name of

         15  terrorism, a lot of human rights are being violated,

         16  and if American whites catch a cold, black Americans

         17  get pneumonia. There you go, Jimmy. So, if it's bad

         18  for Jimmy, it's worse for me.

         19                 So, I just want to suggest that you

         20  strongly, strongly speak out against this and there

         21  will be a forthcoming resolution.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I want to encourage my colleagues to

          4  sign onto Reso 583, which calls for Congress to pass

          5  the Breast Cancer Patient Protection Act of 2005.

          6                 It's S.910 and HR.1849. What this

          7  does is, Madam Public Advocate, any patient

          8  suffering from breast cancer and goes through any

          9  surgical procedure, will have the ability to not

         10  just have the procedure and then sent home the same

         11  day, a couple of hours from having the procedure,

         12  but would allow them to stay a couple of days in the

         13  hospital as they recoup.

         14                 I also want to ask my colleagues to

         15  consider signing onto Intro. 463, which calls for

         16  the Police Department of the City of New York to

         17  give the same recognition to those individuals that

         18  serve in the military and have an honorable

         19  part-time service with the military to qualify for

         20  appointments just as if they were full-time military

         21  service men and women, and had the same credits and

         22  credentials to be able to apply to the New York City

         23  Police Department.

         24                 The same is true in terms of asking

         25  my colleagues to sign onto Intro. 462, which calls
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          2  on changes to the Administrative Code of the City of

          3  New York in relation to requiring that all highrises

          4  in the City of New York have Radio repeaters. I know

          5  this was a major issue during 9/11 in the towers. We

          6  understand that there is some initiative moving

          7  forward from the private sector for repeaters and

          8  highrisers. I think that we have the responsibility

          9  to have a legislative body, not to make it as an

         10  experimental event, but something that is mandated

         11  in the City of New York wherever there is

         12  construction of highrises in the City of New York

         13  for the protection and safety of our firefighters to

         14  be able to communicate whenever they are fighting a

         15  fire in highrises.

         16                 Again, Madam Public Advocate, I

         17  encourage my colleagues to sign onto these bills,

         18  and thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         20                 Council Member Vacca.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I rise to bring to the attention of

         24  my colleagues that on October 15th of this month,

         25  the reading and math scores were released.
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          2                 I have to comment because it seems

          3  that the longer our children stay in school, the

          4  worse they perform on reading and math scores. And I

          5  think that that's unacceptable.

          6                 I talk to you as someone from the

          7  Bronx, the Borough that performed the worst on the

          8  reading and math scores.

          9                 In math in grade eight the Bronx has

         10  only five schools that are above the 50 percentile

         11  in math.

         12                 Our borough is the worst by far.

         13  Manhattan had 31, the Bronx had five.

         14                 We have schools in the Bronx that are

         15  in the five, six, and 16 percentile in grade eight

         16  math and reading. Something is not going well.

         17  Something is urgent. And I know the Mayor and

         18  Chancellor are dedicated to working hard and that

         19  they are working hard on this.

         20                 But what has happened here is that

         21  after grade eight, with these type of scores, the

         22  children are being promoted to high school. They're

         23  going to 5,000 plus seat high schools. It's taking

         24  them years to complete high school, if they ever get

         25  out.
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          2                 Grade seven is a social promotion

          3  grade, grade is not. Something must be going wrong

          4  in our social promotion elimination policy if we're

          5  holding children over in grade seven who are not

          6  performing and then in grade eight we see these

          7  scores.

          8                 I bring it to the attention of the

          9  Council because I'm upset by it. I'm saddened by it.

         10  I think we have to look at interventions that are

         11  underway with our kids.

         12                 I think that we have to make sure

         13  that new teachers are getting training that they

         14  need. We have to look at class size in our

         15  intermediate schools.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: If the

         19  intermediate grades fall back, our children will be

         20  permanently left behind, and I speak, I hope I speak

         21  for my borough. I feel I do, that these scores have

         22  to be moved quickly.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: The two minutes

          3  we get to talk about any issue, and I want to talk

          4  about something that might seem a little odd, but a

          5  few years back, my predecessor as Minority Leader,

          6  Tom Ognibene, referred to a famous Hollywood

          7  actress, who shall remain nameless, as "a fatuous

          8  fool." I want to update the 2006 version of the Tom

          9  Ognibene "fatuous fool" award, and I want to give it

         10  to Rush Limbaugh. The comments that he made in

         11  reference to Michael J. Fox are absolutely

         12  reprehensible.

         13                 I was a fan of Family Ties way back

         14  when, and I'm a fan of Michael J. Fox, although our

         15  politics differ, but to have this bag of wind, who

         16  has absolutely no talent and should have no podium

         17  and no medium to speak through, to mock somebody

         18  with Parkinson's Disease is an absolute disgrace.

         19  Why people listen to this fool is beyond me. Shut

         20  the radios off. He does the folks on the right a

         21  disservice.

         22                 I'm not a fan of his. No one should

         23  be a fan of his. And to mock a guy who clearly

         24  believes what he believes, if he chose not to take

         25  his medicine to show the completely debilitating
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          2  affects of that disease, he made his point. And to

          3  have some fool whose got skeletons in his closet use

          4  a medium to attack that guy makes me sick.

          5                 Do us all a favor, Rush. You were

          6  nobody in the Kansas City Royals Organization, and

          7  you got lucky and you hit Lotto. Go away. Go far

          8  away. Do the folks on the left a favor, but more

          9  importantly, do the folks on the right a favor. Go

         10  far, far, far away.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Brothers and

         14  sisters, we have with us today some wonderful people

         15  who have been doing great work across this State,

         16  across this country and even across the entire

         17  world, they are the National Association for the

         18  Prevention of Starvation, and they are in the back.

         19  I ask them to stand up so they can welcome them to

         20  City Hall.

         21                 And if you need to meet with them, as

         22  a matter of fact, they're meeting right now at

         23  different schools, meeting with young people and

         24  encouraging them to be, at least trying to develop

         25  themselves entirely, dealing with homes, schools,
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          2  clinics, cultural centers, and feeding centers.

          3  Brothers and sisters, you can meet with them

          4  afterwards and at least get their information so

          5  that if you need them to visit your school, you can

          6  contact them.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: My

         11  colleagues, with the observance of Veterans Day just

         12  around the corner on November 11th, I direct your

         13  attention to Reso 578 which calls upon the New York

         14  City Department of Education to make Veterans Day a

         15  permanent school holiday.

         16                 With active military men and women in

         17  Afghanistan, Iraq and everywhere around the world,

         18  with thousands and thousands and thousands of

         19  veterans in the City of New York, I think it is

         20  important for the New York City school system, to

         21  recognize Veterans Day as an official school

         22  holiday. Because this year Veterans Day happens to

         23  fall on a Saturday, the New York City Department of

         24  Education has deemed it a non-school holiday, and as

         25  a result they are not officially observing it.
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          2                 They do not treat any other school

          3  holiday in the way they're treating Veterans Day,

          4  when Veterans Day falls on a weekend. Other holidays

          5  falling on a weekend are observed by this school

          6  system.

          7                 It is a disgrace, it is an outright

          8  disgrace to our Veterans and to our active military

          9  personnel of the New York City school system to skip

         10  over recognizing Veterans Day as a permanent school

         11  holiday.

         12                 So, I ask you to join me in signing

         13  onto Reso 578, calling on the Department of

         14  Education to make Veterans Day from here on in a

         15  permanent school holiday.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate. I have the wonderful

         20  privilege of praising both Council Member Barron and

         21  Council Member Oddo, and I think we all know in this

         22  Chambers that we discuss national, international

         23  matters only when it is particularly pertinent to

         24  the people of New York City, and I think both of the

         25  concerns they raised were, I think, in the case of
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          2  Council Member Oddo, we being the City that most

          3  exemplifies tolerance and understanding, and

          4  understanding just how important, sadly enough, a

          5  voice Rush Limbaugh has been, I think it takes

          6  courage and it's so important that someone who has

          7  the philosophy and the party registration of Council

          8  Member Oddo would say what he said, and I really

          9  want to thank him for that.

         10                 And then I want to say Council Member

         11  Barron eloquently said something I heard also from

         12  Congressman Jerry Nadler, a member of the House

         13  Judiciary Committee about a week ago, that what

         14  happened with the Military Commission Act is really

         15  a turning point in our history and will

         16  fundamentally affect civil rights, if we don't

         17  ensure that actions are taken to preserve the right

         18  of habeous corpus, and I just think it's real

         19  important. This is one of the issues that we need to

         20  talk about in every diligent town in America,

         21  because it's going to come down to affect people on

         22  the everyday level of we don't do something about

         23  it. So, I appreciate his comments as well.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: When

          3  Councilman Oddo got up I assumed he was going to be

          4  talking about his cause of the day and the week and

          5  the year, which is eliminating the use of metal bats

          6  in high school baseball games, then when he used the

          7  word fatuous, I thought he was talking about me, but

          8  I just, I want to take the opportunity that he so

          9  graciously passed on.

         10                 I know a number of you have signed

         11  onto Jimmy's bill today, and, you know, those of you

         12  who haven't really should. But I just want to let

         13  everyone know that the metal bat industry is coming

         14  for you. They're coming for you. They've hired a

         15  lobbyist that we all know. They're standing outside

         16  asking to meet with every one of you. And they're

         17  going to give you science of what they call science

         18  that says something that every 16-year-old who plays

         19  baseball knows isn't true, and that's that the ball

         20  doesn't come off the bat any faster or go any

         21  farther than a metal bat than it does in a wooden

         22  bat.

         23                 You can ask any child who plays

         24  baseball why they use a metal bat and they will tell

         25  you, gee, dah, the ball goes off the bat faster and
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          2  farther, that's why they use it.

          3                 You know, I can commission a study,

          4  pay for it, fly an expert up here at my own expense,

          5  prove anything that I want to prove. Go talk to a

          6  kid. Go talk to a kid's mother after the kid has

          7  been hit in the head with one of those baseballs.

          8  Please sign onto that bill.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         10  nobody else -- oh, in the back. Wait a minute, I'm

         11  missing. Okay, Council Member James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I'd like to

         13  bring to the attention of my colleagues the number

         14  of bills and resolutions that I am introducing with

         15  regards to children and family services, not only in

         16  this City, but in the State of New York. The first

         17  bill would, again, seek progress on preparatory

         18  programs for students who seek admission to

         19  specialized high schools.

         20                 460, again, requires the New York

         21  City Department of Education to report on the status

         22  of science labs. Reso 579, 580 and 581 talk about --

         23  one, 579, to pass the Safe Harbor for Exploited

         24  Youth Act, which would focus on children, services

         25  for children who are sexually exploited. 580, to
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          2  oversee the New York City Office of Children and

          3  Family Services by establishing the Office of the

          4  Child Advocate, and 581, basically prohibiting

          5  discrimination and harassment in the Office of

          6  Children and Family Services and to train staff

          7  adequately.

          8                 Lastly, well, not lastly, I would

          9  like to bring to the attention a very dire issue,

         10  not only in the City of New York. In the City of New

         11  York we have 40 dentists which serve primarily

         12  low-income children under the age of 21. Recently

         13  the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene decided

         14  to lay off or to provide notices to 11 part-time

         15  dental assistants and to nine dentists. They plan on

         16  laying them off prior to Thanksgiving.

         17                 Most of these clinics are in areas

         18  that serve poor neighborhoods with children from

         19  working families, and as most of you know, there has

         20  been a correlation between poor dental care and

         21  cardiovascular disease.

         22                 I would ask that the City Council,

         23  this body and my colleagues join me in a press

         24  conference next week denouncing the Department of

         25  Health and Mental Hygiene for providing layoffs to
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          2  these dentists and to restore these funds. We're

          3  only talking about $700,000 in a budget which

          4  exceeds $52 million, and clearly the children with

          5  health care needs clearly need them.

          6                 And lastly, let us all remember,

          7  close today in the memory of Michael Sandy, a young

          8  28-year-old gay man who was killed in Brooklyn. He

          9  was lured to Brooklyn over the Internet, and let us

         10  again talk about tolerance and respect for others,

         11  and since we're all talking about international

         12  affairs, let us all end the atrocities and the

         13  ethnic cleansing and the Holocaust in Dakar.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         18  just want to mention that for about a year, my

         19  office, we've been working on the issue of the

         20  Workforce 1 centers and how they could better

         21  respond to the many New Yorkers looking for a job or

         22  for an upgrade on a job. We've worked with the

         23  agencies, Small Business, Economic Development and

         24  the many advocates and a couple of false starts, but

         25  we know have a final report. It's been e-mailed to
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          2  everyone, we'll put copies in your boxes this week,

          3  and then on Sunday at noon we're just going to be on

          4  the steps of City Hall announcing it.

          5                 We've interviewed hundreds of people,

          6  been to all the centers. It's based on the work that

          7  I did when the Time Warner Center opened, we had a

          8  very special State/City private sector partnership

          9  to get over 260 people jobs at that center. So, I

         10  hope you can join us.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         13  nobody else -- oh, Council Member White.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Yes, I would

         15  like to bring to the attention of the City Council,

         16  one of my concerns with my district and one of my

         17  concerns as well, is the construction in the housing

         18  area.

         19                 There are certain respects that I

         20  think that we should take into consideration as it

         21  relates to construction, and that is on Sundays. I

         22  can go through my district on Sundays, people are in

         23  churches, yet construction is still going on with

         24  building homes and disturbing people.

         25                 And I would like to bring this to the
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          2  body's attention, and I will be looking into at some

          3  point proposing some legislation to place the

          4  moratorium on building in residential communities

          5  until after 3:00 when most of the churches are out

          6  of religious observance.

          7                 That's all. Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Anybody

          9  else? Going, going, gone.

         10                 Council Meeting of October 25th, 2006

         11  is hereby ended.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 3:12 p.m.)
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