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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We are joined by

          3  Council Member Charles Barron, we are joined by

          4  Council Member Yvette Clarke, Council Member James

          5  Sanders, Jr., and I do this with no fear at all,

          6  Charles, here's the mic.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          8  much.

          9                 To my colleagues, I'd like for the

         10  honorable Basil Brian to come forward, the Consul

         11  General of Jamaica. Give him a big hand. And

         12  Ambassador. Let's give him a big hand clap.

         13                 And we are honored to be here today

         14  with the Honorable Dr. Julius Garvey, the son of

         15  Marcus Garvey. Please come forward. And all those

         16  who are accompanying him, you may join us up front.

         17  You may come and join us.

         18                 We wanted to present this

         19  proclamation to Dr. Julius Garvey, because his

         20  father, the honorable Marcus Messiah Garvey, his

         21  birthday is tomorrow, by the way, August 17th, and

         22  we are also putting forth a resolution today in the

         23  City Council, we're presenting it for posthumous

         24  pardon of his father. His father was a great

         25  long-time nationalist and activist, and taught us
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          2  how to do for self.

          3                 In the 1920s, it was Marcus Garvey

          4  who built factories, he built steamships, it was

          5  unheard of for a black person to own a steamship

          6  company in the 1920s. He was a black nationalist. He

          7  taught us to be proud to be African, and he's talked

          8  about Africa to be liberated so that we here can be

          9  liberated.

         10                 His father was the hero of people

         11  like Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, most of the

         12  great movements in this country for black liberation

         13  was influenced by his father, the Honorable Marcus

         14  Messiah Garvey.

         15                 So, if you would give the spirit of

         16  Marcus Garvey a big hand-clap, and his son is here

         17  today as a Pad Africanist, and we are honored to

         18  have taken this time out to honor him, and we

         19  appreciate if you sign onto the resolution so that

         20  he can be pardoned historically.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: If the clerk can read

         22  the proclamation?

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         24  New York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is proud and pleased to honor Dr. Julius W.

          3  Garvey, M.D.; and

          4                 Whereas: Dr. Julius Garvey, the son

          5  of Marcus Garvey, was a founding member and is

          6  currently the Chairman of the Marcus Garvey

          7  Committee International, Inc., and organization that

          8  serves to improve the economic, cultural,

          9  educational and spiritual condition of Africans all

         10  over the world; and

         11                 Whereas: In addition, he has served

         12  on the Boards of various other organizations such

         13  as, the Board for the Education of People of African

         14  Ancestry, The Zumbi Foundation and the Brotherhood;

         15  and

         16                 Whereas: Over the years he has worked

         17  in conjunction with various Ministries and the

         18  University of the West Indies, on issues concerning

         19  the education of the Jamaican youth, the building of

         20  schools, the transfer of books and medical supplies

         21  and a medical student exchange program; and

         22                 Whereas: He has also worked with the

         23  Department of Corrections in New York State

         24  concerning the rehabilitation of members of the

         25  prison population; and
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          2                 Whereas: He has built a school in

          3  Jamaica and a school and hospital in Senegal; and

          4                 Whereas: He lectures on African

          5  history and culture and on the legacy of Marcus

          6  Garvey, in the United States, Canada and the

          7  Caribbean. His audience includes students, as well

          8  as, social communities, religious, political and

          9  national organizations; and

         10                 Whereas: Dr. Julius Garvey has worked

         11  diligently to help get resolutions passed in the

         12  United States Congress and City Councils across the

         13  nation, which calls upon the president of the United

         14  States to grant a posthumous pardon to Marcus

         15  Garvey; and

         16                 Whereas: He continues to combine a

         17  busy surgical practice with community service; and

         18                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         19  City of New York honors Dr. Julius W. Garvey, MD for

         20  his outstanding achievements and his contribution to

         21  the community and to humanity.

         22                 Signed this 16th day of August in the

         23  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

         24  for the Entire Council; Charles Barron, Council

         25  Member, 42nd District, Brooklyn.
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          2                 DR. GARVEY: Thank you very much. This

          3  is indeed an honor for me and I accept this honor on

          4  behalf of my family and my current family and, of

          5  course, my parents who are the reason for my being

          6  here, and who set me and what I would consider to be

          7  the right course, which is to try to help those who

          8  may not be able to help themselves.

          9                 And I think this was the thrust of my

         10  father in that he was born in 1887, at the time when

         11  there was the European Conquest of all of Africa and

         12  all of the Americas, and African people were looking

         13  for freedom, and looking for a way out from under

         14  the oppression of Europe.

         15                 And he was intelligent, he was

         16  courageous, and basically he felt that what we as

         17  African people had to do was to unite our cultural

         18  and our history, we had to be self-reliant and we

         19  had to seek nationhood. And he was the progenitor as

         20  Mr. Barron has said, of all of the freedom

         21  movements, and this has been repeated over and over

         22  by people such as El Haj and Malika Shabaz, as well

         23  as Carmen Crueman and the Ezuki (phonetically

         24  spelled), et cetera, et cetera.

         25                 And I'm indeed proud to be part of
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          2  this heritage, and I'm indeed proud to be carrying

          3  on the struggle, because there is no victory without

          4  struggle, and the struggle never ends. But if you

          5  understand the nature of the struggle, then you're

          6  happy to be a part of that struggle.

          7                 And once again, I accept this humbly.

          8  We just also would like to hear from the Ambassador

          9  and the Consul from Jamaica. We are honored that you

         10  are with us today, and we certainly would like to

         11  hear some words from you.

         12                 CONSUL GENERAL: Thank you very much,

         13  Councilman, Madam Speaker, other Council members.

         14  This is indeed a good day for Jamaica and for the

         15  memory of Jamaica's first national hero Marcus

         16  Messiah Garvey.

         17                 As was said before, which I'll just

         18  quickly summarize once more, Garvey was the

         19  inspiration for millions of people all over the

         20  world, and so the fruits of what we share today

         21  comes directly from those who went before us to

         22  sacrifice from the freedoms that we enjoy today.

         23                 So, on behalf of the Government of

         24  Jamaica, I say thanks to you for keeping alive the

         25  memory of Garvey. And there is still much left to be
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          2  done, but we want to build alliances to ensure that

          3  the heroes of the world are given their proper

          4  place.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: In the words

          7  of Marcus Garvey, we say up you mighty race, you can

          8  accomplish what you will.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Charles.

         11                 Great. And our next proclamation and

         12  ceremonial is going to be Council Member Nelson. So,

         13  we're going to take one picture and then we're going

         14  to call up Council Member Nelson.

         15                 Council Member Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Speaker.

         18                 We're honoring posthumously an

         19  outstanding woman, and she was a young lady when she

         20  was killed. She was brought up during the

         21  persecution of the Jews by the Nazis, and she would

         22  up, the early '20s moving to England and becoming

         23  actually a paratrooper with the British military,

         24  and she wrote a lot of poetry and stories. And when

         25  she parachuted into Germany, she was captured,

                                                            11

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  brutally tortured, and eventually killed. And she's

          3  been an influence and inspiration to people

          4  throughout the world, and especially to the Jewish

          5  community as well.

          6                 And Harry, would you like to say a

          7  few words? Mr. Bailey.

          8                 MR. BAILEY: Yes. Thank you. Thank

          9  you.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we could just get a

         11  little quiet up in the balcony and quiet up in the

         12  Chambers? Thank you.

         13                 MR. BAILEY: I want to thank

         14  Councilman Michael Nelson and his able associate

         15  Charles Kahn, and all the Council members, and

         16  Council Speaker Quinn, for honoring the highest

         17  honor society and its officers.

         18                 Hannah Senesh was a hero and a poet

         19  of World War II. She went on a suicide mission to

         20  free downed British pilots, and then, only then was

         21  she and her companions committed to go and rescue

         22  Hungarian Jews trapped in the ghettos and who were

         23  being deported by the German Nazis and their

         24  corroborators to Auchwitz to certain death.

         25                 But if it wasn't for her beautiful
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          2  poetry, the world would never know what she did for

          3  humanity. And I'll read you one of her poems.

          4                 "Blessed is the match consumed in

          5  kindling flame;

          6                 Blessed is the flame that burns in

          7  the secret fastness of the heart;

          8                 Blessed is the heart with the

          9  strength to stop its beating for honor's sake;

         10                 Blessed is the match consumed in

         11  kindling flame."

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Bailey.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

         16  sir.

         17                 If the Clerk could please read the

         18  proclamation.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         20  New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to join the Hannah

         23  Senesh Society of North America, Inc. in honoring

         24  the late Hannah Senesh for her outstanding

         25  contributions to literature and to the Jewish
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          2  community; and

          3                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          4  custom of the New York City Council to honor

          5  exceptional individuals, and today we are delighted

          6  to recognize the significant contributions of Hannah

          7  Senesh; and

          8                 Whereas: Born in Hungary in 1921, Ms.

          9  Senesh grew up in a middle-class Jewish household in

         10  Budapest. Though raised in a nonobservant household,

         11  her interest in Judaism and Zionism grew as she

         12  became acquainted with Imre Benoschofsky, who was

         13  then the chief rabbi in Budapest; and

         14                 Whereas: In the face of the rising

         15  anti-Semitism that preceded World War II, Ms. Senesh

         16  quickly developed in interest in the Zionist

         17  movement and became committed to joining other

         18  Jewish pioneers in Palestine. Upon graduation from

         19  high school, she finally made the move, settling on

         20  a kibbutz and writing poetry and theater; and

         21                 Whereas: In 1943, Ms. Senesh enlisted

         22  with the British army in an attempt to help fight

         23  for the resistance movement. While crossing into

         24  Nazi-occupied Hungary the following year, however,

         25  she was discovered and taken to a Gestapo prison,
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          2  where she endured brutal torture and, later,

          3  execution; and

          4                 Whereas: Throughout her imprisonment,

          5  Ms. Senesh earned a reputation for her remarkable

          6  courage and conviction, standing up to the enemy and

          7  refusing to buckle despite the horrible conditions;

          8  and

          9                 Whereas: In addition to being a hero,

         10  Ms. Senesh is also a renowned author. Her work

         11  includes the poem, "Blessed is the Match" and the

         12  plays, "The Violin" and "Bella gerunt alii, tu felix

         13  Austria nube;" now, therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York honors HANNAH SENESH for her

         16  lifetime of contributions to the Jewish community.

         17                 Signed this 16th day of August in the

         18  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

         19  for the Entire Council; Michael C. Nelson, Council

         20  Member, 48th District, Brooklyn.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Thank you

         22  all very much. Thank you.

         23                 Just a couple more ceremonial-related

         24  things. I want to introduce, we have a special guest

         25  with us today. We have a couple of special guests,
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          2  but the first is Alex Podia, who is from the Los

          3  Angeles City Council. I guess exiting City Council

          4  President from Los Angeles, soon to be a member of

          5  their State Senate.

          6                 MR. PODIA: I'll be brief. If this is

          7  anything like our Council Chambers in Los Angeles, I

          8  know how it is. But I just want to thank you for the

          9  warm reception and hospitality.

         10                 I was here a couple of years ago with

         11  your predecessor, Speaker Miller. And

         12  congratulations on your Speakership and leadership.

         13  You know, Los Angeles and New York are 3,000 miles

         14  apart, but we have so much in common, not just

         15  dealing with the stop signs, and the pot holes, but

         16  as the two biggest cities in America, all that comes

         17  with, whether it's a housing crisis, traffic

         18  congestion, and of course, Homeland Security

         19  concerns I don't need to tell you about that. And I

         20  want to just further the ties between our two

         21  cities, and invite you all to visit Los Angeles as

         22  often as possible.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: We will take you up on

         24  that. He said we'll be seeing him the World Series,

         25  but we'll be beating him in the World Series, but

                                                            16

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  we'll have him back anyway. And he got to talk to

          3  Council Member Lanza earlier because they're both,

          4  they hope, heading to their respective State Senate.

          5  So best of luck.

          6                 MR. PODIA: Thank you very much.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: And then I just want

          8  to ask Council Member Foster and her special guest

          9  to please come up, her special guest is wearing my

         10  favorite, favorite color.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

         12                 I am joined by my niece Anina, who

         13  lives in Rosie's district. So, Rosie is her second

         14  favorite Council member. She hangs out in the Bronx,

         15  and so I'm her favorite. So, thank you. And this is

         16  the Speaker of the Council.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Well, thank you for

         18  being with us today. We love your aunt, but it's

         19  great to get to meet you, and come back and visit

         20  more. Maybe bring your class for a trip someday or

         21  something.

         22                 And then, lastly I just want to make

         23  sure everybody knows we are passing around a good

         24  luck card for the Mid-island All Stars, the Staten

         25  Island Little League Team that is headed for the
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          2  World Series. So, we need to make sure every single

          3  Council member who is here today signs that card.

          4                 Oh, my gosh, yes, Council Member

          5  Vacca, it's all in the family today. Yes, please.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Okay. I'd like

          7  to introduce my daughter, Elizabeth Marie Vacca, and

          8  Steven Jamao is a friend of my family, and Priscilla

          9  Bracie has been an intern in my office and she is a

         10  graduate student at Hunter College. And I brought

         11  them with me today. Speaker Quinn. This is Speaker

         12  Quinn, Priscilla.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Well, thank you all

         14  for coming.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you.

         16  Thank you, Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: And we have another,

         18  it really is all in the family today, nieces,

         19  daughters, and?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I'd like to

         21  introduce my son, Malik Ali Mandella Sanders. Malik,

         22  why don't you stand up for a second. There you go.

         23  And I have a bunch of scholars, and later on I will

         24  read their names into the record.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

                                                            18

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very

          3  much. And with that, and the card is being passed

          4  around, so make sure you sign the card, we will end

          5  our ceremonials.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I would like

          7  to introduce Alexander Larson, a student from

          8  Stuyvesant High School, who is going to gavel us in

          9  today to bring us all to order. So, show how quickly

         10  you can jump to order. C'mon Alexander.

         11                 ALEXANDER: Come to order.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The meeting

         13  of August 16th will begin.

         14                 Roll call.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise,

         22  please, for the Invocation, and then Father James

         23  Hayes will give the invocation.

         24                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         25                 FATHER HAYES: We gather this day, in
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          2  this most historic chamber, as elected officials of

          3  this City.

          4                 As members of this City Council, we

          5  assemble in collaboration, harmony and peace, for

          6  the good of all who live and work in this great

          7  City.

          8                 Strengthen all of us with an inner

          9  vision and greater wisdom. We draw together this day

         10  in the spirit of collaboration, as we dialogue,

         11  discuss and vote on issues that will enhance the

         12  quality of life for all.

         13                 We ask that our exchange of views be

         14  tempered by the spirit of unity and working

         15  together. This spirit of collaboration will enable

         16  us to see clearer so that we may become more

         17  proactive in our planning, create new plans and

         18  paths, discern new directions and continue to

         19  revitalize our great city.

         20                 We gather here also in the spirit of

         21  gratitude, a gratitude for all our giftedness. We

         22  stand in thanks giving for all the gifts of person

         23  and talent that have been bestowed on each one this

         24  day.

         25                 Let us use our gift of time and/or
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          2  talent for the common cause. Let our gratitude also

          3  be tempered by a spirit of compassion, so that we

          4  may reach out to all in need.

          5                 We gather also in the spirit of

          6  courage.  As we meet and discuss and vote we ask for

          7  guidance in all our deliberations, as courage can

          8  guide our collaborative decisions, continually let

          9  the sense of justice and peace lead the way. Let our

         10  collective efforts be of benefit for all in this

         11  City.

         12                 As we administer our office, let a

         13  spirit of right judgment speak to the heart. May we

         14  encourage due respect for all life and diversity.

         15  May we foster a sense of the value of community, and

         16  may our discussions, voting, committee meetings and

         17  deliberations become the standard for rule, order

         18  and good government.

         19                 Guide us by light and inner wisdom,

         20  and let the spirit of collaboration, gratitude and

         21  courage, be with us this day.

         22                 And as we stand tall and together,

         23  let us all respond in one voice as public servants,

         24  stewards and guardians of this great City by saying

         25  amen.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Martinez, would you spread the Invocation.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Let it be

          5  spread into the record, Public Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          8                 Council Member Recchia.

          9                 Where is the good Council Member

         10  Recchia.

         11                 Council Member Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Okay, I move

         13  to adopt the minutes of the Stated Council.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 Messages and papers from the Mayor.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Madam Public Advocate,

         17  if I could, we need to ask our colleagues to stand

         18  again.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, all

         20  rise.

         21                 Sadly, we need to stand today to have

         22  a moment of silence because we have lost not one,

         23  but three New Yorkers in the war in Iraq since our

         24  last Stated Meeting.

         25                 The first is staff Sergeant Eric
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          2  Caban, who was 28, a Manhattan native. He died on

          3  July 19th in Southern Afghanistan of injuries

          4  sustained when his combat recognizance patrol came

          5  in contact with enemy forces using small arms fire

          6  during combat operations on July 18th. He had been

          7  assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 7 Special Forces with

          8  Airborne Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

          9                 We also lost Marine Corporal Julian

         10  A. Ramon, who was 22, of Flushing New York. He lived

         11  in Council Member Liu's district. He died on July

         12  20th while conducting combat operations in Iraq's

         13  on-bar province. He was assigned to the 3rd

         14  Battalion in 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine

         15  Division, 2nd Marine Expiatory Force at Camp Legune,

         16  North Carolina.

         17                 We also lost Specialist Hi Ming Sa of

         18  New York, of Manhattan, who lived in Councilman

         19  Gerson's district. He died on August 1st during

         20  combat operations in Iraq. He was assigned to the

         21  6th Infantry Regiment, 1st Armor Division in

         22  Germany.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         25                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 276. Veto

          3  Introductory No. 296-A.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Consumer Affairs.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 277 through M 285 on

          6  page two. Appointments and reappointments to various

          7  boards.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

          9  Elections.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         11  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 286, through M 349

         13  on page 10. Application, change of location and

         14  change of ownership.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         16  Transportation.

         17                 Petitions and Communications.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         20  Call-Ups.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 350 and M 351.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         23  vote.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 352.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up
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          2  vote.

          3                 And if we now could have a roll call

          4  on the coupled Land Use Call-Ups.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye

         21  on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'd like to be

         22  marked present and yes on all. Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: I vote aye on

         13  all Land Use Call-Ups, and request unanimous consent

         14  to vote aye on the General Order calendar,

         15  Resolution calendar.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Thank you so

         18  much.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

                                                            31

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I vote aye.

          3  And Madam Public Advocate, I request unanimous

          4  consent of my colleagues to be permitted to vote yes

          5  on all coupled General Orders and all Resolutions.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         14  all. And Madam Chair, I request unanimous consent to

         15  vote aye on all coupled General Orders, and the

         16  resolutions presented today.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         19  all. Thank you very much.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all,

         22  and I request unanimous consent to vote aye on all

         23  General Orders.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Present.  Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all, and

         13  I'd like to be marked present.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         17                 Madam Public Advocate, if I could

         18  just ask again, we're going to sadly need to have

         19  our colleagues rise for another moment of silence.

         20                 Many of us heard the reports this

         21  week that we lost a member of the New York Police

         22  Department, Eric Concepsione. He was riding his

         23  motorcycle and was struck and killed, what seems to

         24  be potentially deliberately, in a road rage incident

         25  by a drunk driver. And it's a terrible loss for all
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          2  of his family and friends, a terrible loss for the

          3  Police Department, a terrible loss for the Bronx. He

          4  had been stationed for quite some time in the detail

          5  at the Yankee Stadium in the Bronx and was very well

          6  known in the neighborhood, in the community, as one

          7  of the folks who really was New York's finest and

          8  went above and beyond the call of duty, and if we

          9  could have a moment of silence for Eric.

         10                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         12  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         13  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         14                 Now can we have Communication from

         15  the Speaker?

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         17                 The first communication is not

         18  relating to legislation. I hope he's still in the

         19  Chamber, I wanted to introduce to all of our

         20  colleagues, our new Deputy Chief of Staff Rodney

         21  Koppell. He's right over here.

         22                 I want to welcome Rodney and to thank

         23  him for the work he's already done.

         24                 We have a number of important pieces

         25  of legislation and Land Use items which we are
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          2  voting on today.

          3                 The first is a piece of legislation

          4  relating to bouncers at nightlife establishments.

          5  This piece of legislation was really conceptualized

          6  in response to the tragic death of Imette St.

          7  Gillian (phonetic) and also the shooting of four

          8  individuals by a bouncer at a club in my district on

          9  West 22nd Street.

         10                 It is one piece of what is going to

         11  eventually be a much larger piece and package of

         12  legislation designed to really make our nightlife

         13  establishment safe in response to what is sadly and

         14  tragically been an ongoing case of safety problems

         15  at nightlife establishments and other incidences

         16  where young people have lost their lives.

         17                 I want to thank the Chair of our

         18  Public Safety Committee, Peter Vallone, Jr., for

         19  moving so quickly on this bill. We've really, as

         20  we've said, kept him busy, it should be that we

         21  don't have to, but there have been many cases where

         22  we have had to and he has risen to the occasion

         23  every time.

         24                 I also want to thank my other

         25  colleagues who are supportive of this bill, in
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          2  particular Alan Gerson, in whose district the Falls

          3  Bar is located, and also Council Member Domenic

          4  Recchia, who has been very helpful on this piece of

          5  legislation.

          6                 Simply, this piece of bill looks to

          7  the reality that the State has licensing and other

          8  requirements for bouncers. But we in the City of New

          9  York, as in so many other things relating to

         10  nightlife, have no direct mechanism to enforce those

         11  state laws. What we are saying now is we are going

         12  to expand the City's Nuisance Abatement Law.

         13                 We are going to say that if you are

         14  not in compliance with the State's Bouncer and

         15  Security Guard regulations, that will be a violation

         16  of the City's Nuisance Abatement Law, and we, the

         17  City of New York, will shut you down. It is a very

         18  important additional tool in our tool box to keep

         19  these establishments safe, to make sure that places

         20  that have bouncers have individuals who are up to

         21  the very important responsibility of providing

         22  security to individuals who go to nightlife

         23  establishments.

         24                 And again, I want to thank my

         25  colleagues, in particular, Council Member Gersons,
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          2  Recchia and Vallone for this work on this piece of

          3  legislation.

          4                 In addition, today, out of the

          5  Consumer Affairs Committee, we are voting on a piece

          6  of legislation dealing with bankruptcy counseling.

          7  As we all know, the federal government has made

          8  changes in bankruptcy law, some quite controversial

          9  changes. One piece of that is you can only apply for

         10  bankruptcy after you have gone to an accredited, a

         11  credit counselor. But there is no way now for New

         12  Yorkers to know whether or not they are going to an

         13  accredited counselor. If you don't, and you see

         14  someone who isn't, your application will be

         15  rejected. You will then be prohibited from

         16  reapplying from bankruptcy by the federal government

         17  for an extended period of time.

         18                 This very common sense and smart

         19  piece of legislation, which Council Member Gennaro

         20  drafted, will require that New Yorkers be given

         21  information verifying that the credit counselors are

         22  accredited, so New Yorkers will now know to ask for

         23  that. And if they can't get it from the place

         24  they're in, they need to go somewhere else that the

         25  federal government will accept, and then they can
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          2  move forward to reestablishing the financial health

          3  of themselves and their family.

          4                 I want to call on first the author

          5  and prime sponsor of the bill, Jim Gennaro, and then

          6  the Chair of our Consumer Affairs Committee Leroy

          7  Comrie.

          8                 And, again, I want to applaud Council

          9  Member Gennaro. I think this bill an the bouncer

         10  bill really show we in the City Council will find

         11  ways to help New Yorkers, even if it appears the

         12  sole responsibility rests in the hands of the State

         13  or the federal government, we will find a way to

         14  help New Yorkers when we have to.

         15                 Council Member Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         17  Madam Speaker. I just want to thank you in a special

         18  way. We wouldn't be here today if you and your staff

         19  hadn't really embraced this bill and saw the merits

         20  of it, and also Council Member Comrie for all that

         21  you and our Committee, because I am a member of the

         22  Consumer Affairs Committee, get.

         23                 I also want to thank in a special way

         24  Rob Newman and Tom Ferrugia, and the Mayor's Office

         25  that played such a good roll, and also want to thank
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          2  in a special way the constituent that brought this

          3  to my attention. She is here today. I'm going to

          4  point her out in a minute. I just want to add onto

          5  the Speaker's comments, that not only is it

          6  important for people not to get tripped up to go to

          7  an unaccredited credit counselor, not only does that

          8  mess up your application and get it denied and put

          9  you in this delay where you can't reapply for

         10  bankruptcy again for a whole year, but also when you

         11  go to someone who is not accredited, what often

         12  happens is they sell you something that you really

         13  can't afford. These people are desperate. They want

         14  to get out of there financial straights. Maybe they

         15  have a little bit if equity left in their home or

         16  whatever, and these unscrupulous entities are out

         17  there to sort of, you know, try to extract the last

         18  bit of equity that you have in your house before you

         19  go to total financial ruin.

         20                 So, for many, many reasons this is a

         21  bill that I think is very, very important and I want

         22  to thank all that I've mentioned thus far. But I

         23  also want to thank in a very, very special way, you

         24  know, my constituent Martha Keyes, who is actually

         25  here with us today, who brought this to my
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          2  attention, who worked very closely with me and my

          3  staff, and with the Speaker's staff and with people

          4  in the Administration. This truly is the people's

          5  house and someone can walk in off the street and say

          6  I got a really great idea.

          7                 And, so, I want to thank her in a

          8  special way.

          9                 She's here, and if we give her a

         10  round of applause, I would appreciate it.

         11                 Martha Keyes. Thank you, Martha.

         12  Thank you, Madam Speaker. Thank you, everyone. And I

         13  urge people to vote for Intro. 290-A. Thank you.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And now I'd

         15  like to call on the Chair of the Consumer Affairs

         16  Committee and again thank him for his work on this

         17  item.

         18                 Council Member Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         20  Speaker Quinn.

         21                 I want to thank Martha Keyes and Jim

         22  Gennaro for bringing this legislation to light. It's

         23  good to know that consumers and constituents can

         24  bring information to the Council, and we can act on

         25  it in a way to protect City residents.
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          2                 Clearly, this bill is designed to try

          3  to give City residents another opportunity to make

          4  sure that when they're in desperate need, that they

          5  can go to someone that is actually trying to protect

          6  their interest, and not just try to take advantage

          7  of their propery, which often times is happening all

          8  over this City.

          9                 Credit counselors are popping up in

         10  television ads and radio ads, and they are taking

         11  prey, becoming predatory lenders in a way, because

         12  they're putting our constituents, our residents, our

         13  consumers under the idea that they can get out of

         14  bankruptcy when they're only putting them deeper

         15  into debt.

         16                 Council Member Koppell has informed

         17  me that even some of the official ones are still

         18  putting people into debt and are making money. So,

         19  this legislation is only the first of a series of

         20  things that we're going to try to do to highlight

         21  this to make this as important as it was that this

         22  Council did with payday loans to try to find a way

         23  to protect consumers, to protect them when they only

         24  have their home to keep them out of debt.

         25                 So, I want to applaud the Speaker's
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          2  Office, the Mayor's Office, and all who fast tracked

          3  Intro. 190-A and I hope that everyone votes on it

          4  today. Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

          6                 Today we will be voting on a

          7  resolution regarding the Campaign for Fiscal Equity.

          8                 The passage of this resolution by the

          9  City Council will allow the Council to file an

         10  amicus brief in support of the Campaign for Fiscal

         11  Equity.

         12                 Obviously, having the funds that have

         13  been mandated as part of the Campaign for Fiscal

         14  Equity, having those finally come to the City of New

         15  York is critical to making sure our schools are

         16  actually able to provide the type of education we

         17  know out children deserve.

         18                 I also think it's very important that

         19  the City Council be fully and squarely on record in

         20  support of the Campaign for Fiscal Equity, and as

         21  the case makes it way through the court, there is no

         22  better way for us to do that than to file an amicus

         23  brief on behalf of the entire body of the City

         24  Council.

         25                 To speak on this matter, I want to
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          2  call on the prime sponsor of the resolution, but

          3  that's the smallest way he's involved with the

          4  Campaign for Fiscal Equity. He is the Campaign for

          5  Fiscal Equity's chief litigant, the man who has

          6  walked from New York to Albany on behalf of New York

          7  City school children, Council Member Robert Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

          9  Thank you, Speaker Quinn, and my colleagues. Let me

         10  just say to all of you, I appreciate the opportunity

         11  to stand in front of you.

         12                 This resolution this afternoon, I

         13  understand that was a press conference outside a few

         14  minutes ago, there are 44 members out of 51 that are

         15  signed onto this resolution. I am absolutely sure

         16  that this will send a very, very clear message that

         17  the New York City's 1.1 million school children,

         18  need the billions of dollars that are necessary to

         19  provide them with an adequate education.

         20                 And in fact, if you look at the

         21  numbers over the next five years, if in fact we

         22  receive money, the total amount of money for

         23  operating would be $14 billion. And that's not

         24  peanuts by anyone's standards. $14 billion we're

         25  missing, and with this resolution in support of the

                                                            44

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  CFE's position in filing an amicus brief, will send

          3  a clear message to every member of the State

          4  Legislature and the Governor, and to all of the

          5  members on the Court of Appeals, which the hearing

          6  is scheduled for October 10th, 2006, that the New

          7  York City Council stand united behind all of the

          8  children along with the Mayor to ensure that $14

          9  billion is received in New York City.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: We are also voting

         12  today on a number of important Land Use items, and

         13  we're going to hear from the Chair of our Land Use

         14  Committee, and some of the other Council Members

         15  involved in that.

         16                 Two actions I want to mention is we

         17  are voting on Landmarks today, a building in Council

         18  Member McMahon's district, and one in Council Member

         19  Lanza's district.

         20                 These two buildings are in and of

         21  themselves important to protect, and our actions

         22  today are very critical in making sure that

         23  protection occurs for those buildings, and I want to

         24  thank the Chair of the Subcommittee, Jessica Lappin,

         25  for being dogged in her efforts to make sure that
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          2  these buildings were protected and really focusing

          3  us all on the needs of these two buildings.

          4                 But beyond the specifics of these

          5  buildings, we all in the Council have said for years

          6  that we need to make sure that landmarking is not

          7  something that only happens in Manhattan south of

          8  96th Street. That landmarking needs to be something

          9  that is in all five boroughs in all parts of the

         10  borough. So all communities can benefit from the

         11  important act of preserving the historic

         12  architecture and significant architecture of our

         13  City. For far too long that hasn't happened. By

         14  passing these two landmarks today, we send a message

         15  that we're not just talking about this, we are

         16  making it happen in boroughs all throughout our

         17  City, including Staten Island.

         18                 In addition, we're voting on a number

         19  of rezonings today. Two of them in Queens, one of

         20  them around the Silvercup Studio, and one which is

         21  very exciting, the first-time ever that inclusionary

         22  zoning has been used in the Borough of Queens, and,

         23  again, I think it's important, as it was with the

         24  landmarks I just mentioned that we in the City

         25  Council make sure that the positive and empowering
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          2  parts of our Land Use and landmarking provisions of

          3  the Charter are not something that we just used in

          4  Manhattan, south of 96th Street, it's something that

          5  we make sure all New Yorkers benefit from, using

          6  inclusionary zoning for the first time in Queens, in

          7  Council Member Gioia's district, to stimulate

          8  affordable housing and appropriate development is

          9  critically important in making sure New Yorkers know

         10  we really are a five borough City Council.

         11                 I want to thank the Chair of our Land

         12  Use Committee for her work on all of these items,

         13  and ask her to speak on them.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         15  Speaker.

         16                 This has been an extremely busy time

         17  for the Land Use Committee and all of the

         18  Subcommittees. Like you stated, we not only have two

         19  landmarkings in Staten Island, which I think are

         20  extremely important and relevant, to make sure that

         21  we do have landmarking all over the entire City of

         22  New York. In the Subcommittee on Planning, we've

         23  created affordable housing for folks that truly need

         24  it, and affordable housing as we know in the City of

         25  New York is one of the largest issues that this
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          2  Council faces on a daily basis.

          3                 We also have two rezonings that are

          4  very large and significant in the Borough of Queens,

          5  and Madam Speaker, we need to thank you, as well.

          6  You've proven yourself truly to be a five-borough

          7  Speaker and we thank you for the work that you have

          8  done on that, and today truly does prove that. And

          9  Maspeth Woodside rezoning, we took about 130 blocks,

         10  rezoned it in order to create housing, in order to

         11  create community there. But most importantly, as you

         12  stated, Madam Chair, the Councilman from that

         13  district, Eric Gioia, who has done a yeoman's job in

         14  making sure and sheparding this through, the Land

         15  Use and your office truly made sure that Queens gets

         16  to partake in inclusionary zoning for the first time

         17  ever, and it would figure that it's in Councilman

         18  Gioia's district, because he has worked so hard on

         19  this. But it is the first time you will be able to

         20  create affordable housing. It goes from a 3.75 FAR,

         21  if you create affordable housing you can create a

         22  5.0 FAR. It is meant to create for 80 percent AMI or

         23  lower, which means that if you have a family of four

         24  who is making about $54,000 a year to be able to

         25  afford to, live, stay, work, play, send your
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          2  children to the Borough of Queens, and we are

          3  grateful to everyone who worked on that.

          4                 We also have a very exciting project,

          5  Silvercup Studios, also in Councilman Gioia's

          6  district. It's a $1 billion project, to create

          7  nearly 3 million square feet of the film industry,

          8  film studios, apartments, retail and office. And as

          9  I have said time and time again, it is also an

         10  example of the benefits that this Council, Madam

         11  Speaker, pushed last year and also renewed this year

         12  for the tax credit for the movie industry, and it is

         13  truly as a result of that and so many other exciting

         14  projects in Queens that Silvercup is able to expand.

         15  It will create 2,000 construction jobs, 4,000

         16  permanent jobs, and you should also know the

         17  developers, the Suner Brothers, have also agreed to

         18  150 units of affordable housing, which we are

         19  grateful for and desperately needed in the Borough

         20  of Queens.

         21                 As exciting as Land Use gets, this is

         22  it. We've done a lot of good jobs. I find this stuff

         23  fun, but we have done a lot of great things, I mean,

         24  in every single borough. We are grateful for the

         25  work of the Land Use Committee under the leadership
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          2  of Gail Benjamin and all of the people that work

          3  there, and we are going to do a motion to approve

          4  these projects.

          5                 Thank you to everyone involved.

          6                 Madam Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And before

          8  I call on Council Member Gioia, I want to thank the

          9  Subcommittee Chairs who have graciously waived the

         10  opportunity to speak and thank them for their work

         11  on these items.

         12                 In particular, as Chairperson Katz

         13  said, many of the things we're voting on today are

         14  zoning items, there have also been a number of other

         15  important zoning items in the Committee that we'll

         16  be voting on in the near future. I thank Council

         17  Member Avella for not having quite as slow a summer

         18  as he might have had, and for taking up these

         19  numerous items. And also for not speaking. But I

         20  want to thank Council Member Avella very much for

         21  his work. And I also want to thank Chairperson

         22  Garodnick for his work on the affordable housing

         23  items that are coming out of his Committee as well,

         24  and congratulate Council Member Mealy on those also.

         25  And I want to now call on Council Member Gioia to
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          2  talk about Silvercup and the inclusionary zoning.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

          4  Madam Speaker, and thank you very much for all of

          5  your work on this. It wouldn't have even been close

          6  to possible without your leadership. So, thank you.

          7                 I'd also like to thank Council Member

          8  Avella and Chairwoman Katz for all the hard work

          9  they've done on this.

         10                 Today is a huge day for the Borough

         11  of Queens. The Woodside Maspeth rezoning is the

         12  first-ever inclusionary zoning in Queens history. It

         13  goes a long way towards doing a little bit more for

         14  the middle class. I grew up in Woodside. My family

         15  has been there for over 100 years, and now our City

         16  is getting so expensive to live in that for the

         17  first time in a century my family is having

         18  difficulty affording Woodside.

         19                 My sister is a school teacher. She is

         20  marrying a gentleman who is in law enforcement, and

         21  when I think about it, a cop married to a school

         22  teacher ought to be able to afford to live in

         23  Queens, yet a double-income family is having a

         24  difficult time making ends meet.

         25                 What we do today by giving a density
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          2  bonus along Queens Boulevard and mandating that

          3  middle-income housing be built, is do a little bit

          4  more for that working family, to make our City more

          5  affordable, and what I really do hope what will

          6  happen along Queens Boulevard, is we will be

          7  creating a model that's replicable across other

          8  working class neighborhoods across the City and I'm

          9  very proud of this first-ever inclusionary zoning,

         10  and again, I thank Chairwoman Katz and Speaker

         11  Quinn.

         12                 Second, the rezoning on the

         13  waterfront, this is a really big deal. For my entire

         14  life, the waterfront in Queens has been cut off.

         15  People in Queens couldn't go and enjoy a nice day,

         16  walking in a park or staring at the beautiful

         17  skyline or enjoying the East River. Now the

         18  Silvercup West development, I want to congratulate

         19  Alan Suna from Silvercup Studios who are here in the

         20  balcony today, but more importantly, I want to

         21  congratulate the people of Queens, because this

         22  development is going to be spectacular. It's going

         23  to create Queens's skyline. It will be a catalyst

         24  for all that is good that we want to do on the

         25  waterfront. Reclaiming our waterfront, helping the
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          2  environment, creating 4,000 permanent jobs, and,

          3  yes, creating more affordable housing. And I want to

          4  thank Silvercup Studios and the Suna Brothers for

          5  their commitment to those who live north of the

          6  bridge as well, the people of Queensbridge,

          7  Ravenswood, Astoria and Woodside Houses. They have

          8  been wonderful partners, and they have pledged to

          9  continue that partnership.

         10                 Today is a great day for Queens and I

         11  thank my colleagues for their support.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And,

         14  finally, we are voting on a resolution out of our

         15  Government Operations Committee regarding the Help

         16  America Vote Act, and the City's responsibility to

         17  purchase voting machines. And I want to thank the

         18  Chairperson of that Committee Simcha Felder for his

         19  work on this item, and all of that said, I'm going

         20  to call on the sponsor of the resolution, Robert

         21  Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         23  Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         25  for your enthusiasm. Quiet, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam

          3  Speaker, on behalf of all New Yorkers, I thank you,

          4  Simcha Felder, and all of the staff that worked on

          5  Intro. 228-A, which will allow, send a clear message

          6  to the New York City Board of Elections, and

          7  everyone involved in determining what machines we

          8  use here in New York City, that the people of New

          9  York City, want whatever system it is to be

         10  accessible to all people at the normal place in

         11  which they vote.

         12                 We want machines that will be

         13  accountable, that will be transparent, that the

         14  integrity of the machines will not be questioned, so

         15  whoever wins an election, whether it's a republican

         16  or a democrat or independent, let them win fair and

         17  square. We want a system that all New Yorkers will

         18  be able to test before we purchase them, and to

         19  check them out. And Madam Speaker, this resolution

         20  sends a clear message to all, that New York City

         21  will take the lead in ensuring that honesty,

         22  integrity, accountability and transparency and

         23  accessibility for all will take place in New York

         24  City electoral process.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: This has clearly been

          3  a very busy August, and I want to thank all of the

          4  City Council staff, and all the different divisions,

          5  Land Use, Legislative, General Counsel's Office,

          6  Legislative document, for all of the work that

          7  they've put in since our last Council meeting to

          8  make sure that there's a large package of Land Use

          9  and other items could be up for us to vote on today.

         10                 Thank you all for your hard work.

         11  That ends communications from the Speaker.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         13  of General Orders.

         14                 Council Member James. You decline.

         15                 Council Member Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

         17  would request unanimous consent to vote on Land Use

         18  Call-Ups, all coupled General Orders and the

         19  resolutions before us.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Then I vote

         22  aye on all those items. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         24  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

          3  Standing Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          5  Committee on Consumer Affairs. Intro. 290-A, in

          6  relation to Bankruptcy Prevention and Consumer

          7  Protection Act of 2005.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          9  General Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         11  Committee on Environmental Protection. Intro. 376-A,

         12  watershed, sewershed of Jamaica Bay.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         14  General Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Intro.

         16  409, transferring City-owned wetlands.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         20  Committee on Finance.

         21                 Preconsidered Reso 472, Village

         22  Alliance Business Improvement District.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 220
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          2  and Reso 474. Section 202, Supportive Housing

          3  Program, Manhattan.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 221

          7  and Reso 475. Section 202, Supportive Housing

          8  Program, Bronx.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         12  Committee on Land Use.

         13                 LU 128 and Reso 476.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 137 and Reso 477.

         17  LU 138 and Reso 478. LU 139 and Reso 479. LU 140 and

         18  Reso 480. LU 141 and Reso 481. LU 142 and Reso 482.

         19  LU 154 and Reso 483. LU 184 and Reso 484. LU 185 and

         20  Reso 485. LU 186 and Reso 486.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 208 and Reso 487.

         24  Unenclosed Sidewalk Cafe, Manhattan.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed,
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          2  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 216 and Reso 488.

          4  LU 217 and Reso 489. And LU 218 and Reso 490.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 219 and Reso 491,

          8  unenclosed sidewalk cafe, Manhattan.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Motion to disapprove.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 222

         11  and Reso 492. Primary intermediate school facility,

         12  Bronx.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 223

         16  and Reso 493. Landmarks designation. Council

         17  District 49.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 224

         21  and Reso 494. Landmarks Designation, Council

         22  District No. 7.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Coupled on

         24  General Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 225
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          2  through 227.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

          4  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          5  Commission, pursuant to Rule 1170(b) of the rules of

          6  the Council, and Section 197-d of the New York City

          7  Charter.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          9  Committee on Public Safety. Intro. 366-A, security

         10  personnel.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended with general

         12  orders and message of necessity.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         14  Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         16  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders and at this point I ask for a roll call on

         19  all matters of the coupled General Order calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye. And

          4  requesting permission to vote aye on all call-ups.

          5  Aye.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote no on

          9  LU 185 and Reso 485, no on preconsidered LU 223 and

         10  Reso 483; and aye on all the rest.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I have

         23  permission to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I just would
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          2  like to highlight, we haven't spoken much about the

          3  efforts of the Speaker with respect to the clubs in

          4  this City and look forward to further work of the

          5  task force that's being established. I think that

          6  it's so important for our young people to be safe

          7  when they go out at night, and the conditions that

          8  have been reported in the press are simply

          9  unacceptable. And so this is an important first

         10  step, but only one, to guarantee the safety of our

         11  young people, and I'm delighted to see attention

         12  being paid.

         13                 Unfortunately it took two deaths to

         14  stimulate that, but certainly it's time for us to

         15  look at it very seriously.

         16                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate. I

         17  withdraw my request and vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Yes to

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I vote no on LU

          9  185 and Reso 485; no on preconsidered LU 223 and

         10  Reso 493 and aye on the rest.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         18  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         19  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         20  and zero abstentions, with the exception of LU 185

         21  and Reso 485, which is adopted by a vote of 47 in

         22  the affirmative, two negative, zero abstentions, and

         23  LU 223 and Reso 493, which were adopted by 47 in the

         24  affirmative, two in the negative and zero

         25  abstentions.
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          2                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          3  adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in

          4  the negative.

          5                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

          7  to committees as indicated on the agenda.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          9  of Resolutions.

         10                 No, everybody cancelled here.

         11                 Nobody else? Seeing nobody else,

         12  Resolution 228-A. All in favor?

         13                 Opposed?

         14                 Adopted.

         15                 Preconsidered Reso 464. All in favor?

         16                 Opposed?

         17                 Adopted.

         18                 General Discussion.

         19                 Council Member Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes, thank you

         21  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 My colleagues, we did not vote on the

         23  Tribeca rezoning, the Tribeca North rezoning

         24  proposal today because literally at the last moment,

         25  that's why my voice is as hoarse as it is, we were
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          2  able to reach an accommodation which truly, which

          3  requires the application be sent back to the

          4  Department of City Planning for recertification and

          5  will then be returned to the Council in the near

          6  future.

          7                 I want to thank our Speaker and our

          8  Land Use Committee Chair and their staffs,

          9  especially the great Gail Benjamin, Alonzo Carr, and

         10  Christian Hylton for their work and support in

         11  facilitating the settlement.

         12                 I want to thank the Chair of our

         13  Subcommittee, Tony Avella, for his indulgence in the

         14  hearings that we had, and his staunch support of our

         15  community.

         16                 And I want to thank all of you, my

         17  colleagues, with whom I spoke and with whom I was

         18  going to speak, had this come down to a vote, who

         19  expressed your support to me and to our community in

         20  the event that we did not reach a declaration, your

         21  support is most meaningful and appreciated by me and

         22  by my entire community, and really made the

         23  accommodation, the agreement possible.

         24                 In the ten seconds left, I just want

         25  to point out, this process did reveal some serious
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          2  flaws in our Land Use rezoning process for which we

          3  must take corrective action in the near future, an

          4  individual developer applicant must never be allowed

          5  to get ahead of a comprehensive zoning process.

          6                 Any creation of a new residential

          7  zone, must involve linkage to affordable housing, to

          8  community facilities. And thank you very much,

          9  Public Advocate.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I want to draw your attention to

         15  three different things. The first thing is, I want

         16  to thank some young scholars who were working in my

         17  office this summer. I want to thank Gregory Sivesik,

         18  Kevin Harrison, Tyim Simon, Natasha James, Natalie

         19  Durange.

         20                 I also want to draw your attention to

         21  Miheda, who has a birthday today, and I wanted to

         22  say happy birthday. I also, the second thing, want

         23  to alert my colleagues that Council Member Katz's

         24  birthday is on the 18th, so therefore you cannot

         25  miss it now.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: And Tom White on

          3  Monday.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: And Tom White

          5  on Monday. And I, of course, want to alert everyone

          6  that the next Mayor is here, of course. My son,

          7  Malik Sanders is here also. And Madam Public

          8  Advocate, I gladly yield my minute to Council Member

          9  Gerson, if he needs it.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I appreciate

         12  it, but I'll decline.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Now I'd like

         14  to hear from Council Member Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         16  much.

         17                 I want to mention that on terms of

         18  education and technology, thanks to all of my

         19  colleagues and the Speaker, we put in money for

         20  one-to-one computers and planning in all the regions

         21  in the City of New York. August 24th at 1:00 we're

         22  meeting with all the region technology directors at

         23  Tweed, and everybody is welcome. The idea is we will

         24  have even more money than was applied through the

         25  Council, through private fund raising. We would like
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          2  your input as to how to have home computers,

          3  maintenance and certainly professional development.

          4  August 24th at 1:00.

          5                 Number two, just like many of us,

          6  we've had about 40 interns this summer. One of them,

          7  Remy Grossbar, is here today, and I just want to

          8  thank her, as a high school student just

          9  representing all 40 students. Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: On May 22nd,

         13  2006, Amber Sadik, she was eight. She was struck and

         14  killed by an unattended bus while walking home from

         15  school.

         16                 She attended PS 161. She was in the

         17  fifth grade. And she died because an unintended bus

         18  had been parked on the street with the front door of

         19  the bus locked and the parking brake was engaged.

         20  But then a young boy got on the bus. He entered the

         21  bus through the rear emergency exit and released the

         22  parking brake which caused the bus to roll down a

         23  hill, hitting Amber Sadik and killing her on the

         24  spot.

         25                 I urge all of you to sign onto
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          2  Resolution 469, which calls upon the Department of

          3  Transportation to amend the School Bus Safety

          4  Regulations to require alarms for emergency exit

          5  doors on school buses that sound outside of the

          6  vehicle, so that we can prevent further unfortunate

          7  tragedies and deaths from occurring.

          8                 I introduce this bill in memory of

          9  Amber Sadik, so that she will live on in the lives

         10  of all of us.

         11                 I also urge all of my colleagues to

         12  attend a press conference at 4:00 at the Municipal

         13  Arts Society, in response to a call by the Attorney

         14  General Elliot Spitzer, the Speaker of this house

         15  Speaker Quinn, myself and other elected officials in

         16  calling ESDC, the Empire State Development

         17  Corporation, to extend time to respond to the

         18  Atlantic Yards Environmental Impact Statement.

         19                 The Environmental Impact Statement is

         20  2,000 pages, highly technical. The hearings are

         21  scheduled next week when community boards are in

         22  recess and then to throw a bone to the community,

         23  they hold a second hearing on Primary Day, at a time

         24  when community boards are in recess. When the

         25  public's right to be heard suffers, then democracy
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          2  as a whole suffers, and I would urge all of my

          3  colleagues to join the Municipal Arts Society, and a

          4  number of elected officials at 4:00 on the steps.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Council member.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate. I just wanted to add my voice

         12  in support of Resolution 469, introduced by Council

         13  Member Barron, which calls upon the United States

         14  Congress to pass a concurrent Resolution 57

         15  sponsored by Congressman Charles Rengal, which calls

         16  upon the President of the United States to grant a

         17  posthumous pardon to Marcus Garvey.

         18                 That pardon is way overdue. For many

         19  Americans Marcus Garvey is an icon in the liberation

         20  of people of African descent around the world, but

         21  his movement was started right here in the United

         22  States of America, and I think it's important that

         23  we bring truth to justice. And this is the time to

         24  do that. I encourage all the rest of my colleagues

         25  to sign on as well.
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          2                 And just to cap off this resolution,

          3  I have introduced Intro. 407, which will extend some

          4  of the work that again Council Member Barron has

          5  done, but which is a direct correlation to my

          6  district, which is to name Church Avenue, co-name

          7  Church Avenue in the name of the honorable Robert

          8  Nester Marley, Bob Marley Boulevard.

          9                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         10  Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I just would

         14  like to thank Speaker Quinn and all of my colleagues

         15  for their wonderful demonstration and support on

         16  behalf of the Mid-Island Little League.

         17                 As some of you may have been

         18  following the Mid-Island Little League, won the New

         19  York State and they just won the regionals and

         20  they're in Williamsport playing 1:00 on Saturday,

         21  and they've made all of us on Staten Island,

         22  hopefully all of us in New York City proud.

         23                 If you like baseball, you have to

         24  like the story. If you love kids, you have to love

         25  the story. The expressions on their face is so pure,
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          2  the love of the game is so pure, it overcomes the

          3  taint that adults have, unfortunately, put upon

          4  baseball. It's really a great story. So, thank you

          5  for the financial support, Madam Speaker. Thank you

          6  for the good wishes, and as the kids from

          7  Mid-Island, their rallying cry is why not us? So,

          8  God willing, why not us? Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, in the interest of disclosure, my

         13  birthday, yes, is August 19th, but since he told on

         14  me, I'll tell on him. Council Member Sanders's

         15  birthday was August 14th, which happens to be my

         16  mother's birthday as well, so I have a warm spot

         17  there. But also Council Member Foster's birthday is

         18  August 7th. Council Member Baez's birthday was

         19  August 8th, and Council Member Comrie's birthday was

         20  August 10th. So, anybody else in August? The camera

         21  man's guy's birthday is in August, and Darlene Mealy

         22  is August 31st. She's not a Leo, right? There's got

         23  to be something about that. So, I just want to wish

         24  everybody in this quiet month of August, I want to

         25  wish everyone a happy birthday that shares August
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          2  with me. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Garodnick.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate. And happy birthday to half of

          7  my colleagues.

          8                 I just wanted to make one quick

          9  comment on something that we already passed today.

         10  We spent a lot of time in Land Use and the Council

         11  talking about sections 197-c and d of the Charter,

         12  but we spend little time talking about section

         13  197-a, which, of course, is a community-based plan

         14  for the purpose of redeveloping a neighborhood and

         15  stating from a community's perspective exactly where

         16  they want to see a plan going, and we passed one of

         17  those today for Community Board 8 in Manhattan,

         18  which is shared by me and Council Member Lappin,

         19  this was a plan for the Queens Borough Bridge area

         20  to add parkland, an area which has a real deficiency

         21  in parkland, and improve access to the east side

         22  waterfront. It demonstrated an extraordinary amount

         23  of professionalism and hard work on the part of this

         24  community board specifically. It's the co-chairs of

         25  that Committee whose names are Helene Simon and
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          2  Judith Schneider, as well as the Chair of the Board,

          3  David Liston.

          4                 So, I wanted to congratulate them. We

          5  spent a lot of time talking about community-based

          6  planning, and this is a community board which is

          7  stepped up and done exactly that, so I just wanted

          8  to take a moment and congratulate them on that

          9  today.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I rise this afternoon in order to say

         16  thank you to Corel High School leadership program

         17  students that worked with the Education Committee

         18  and my office to help with LIServ and other matters,

         19  and one of them is in the house this afternoon. Her

         20  name is Vanessa Martinez. Vanessa, would you stand

         21  up? She's in the back. And Quan. They are residents

         22  of Council Member Erik Martin Dilan and Council

         23  Member Diana Reyna of Brooklyn. They reside in their

         24  district. They not only helped us, but also they

         25  learned a lot about the City Council. They had the

                                                            75

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  opportunity to meet Speaker Quinn and other members

          3  of the City Council, and I know that their

          4  internship this summer was a benefit to them and to

          5  us. So, it's a win/win situation, and I say thank

          6  you to both of them.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Madam

          8  Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: I was going to do a

         10  birthday announcement but it's all been covered.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         12                 Seeing nobody else...

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 3:20 p.m.)
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