          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAIRS

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10                 September 13, 2006

                            Start:  10:25 a.m.

         11                 Recess: 10:30 a.m.

         12                 City Hall

                            Committee Room

         13                 New York, New York

         14

                  B E F O R E:

         15

                         LEROY COMRIE

         16                                Chairperson,

         17

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   James Gennaro

         18                                 Oliver Koppell

                                            John Liu

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1  COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAIRS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning.

          3  Today is September 13, and I would like to welcome

          4  everyone to the Consumers Affairs Committee

          5  regarding Introductory Bill 296-A, concerning the

          6  sale of gasoline. I am Leroy Comrie, Chair of the

          7  Committee. I'd like to welcome my colleagues,

          8  Council Member John Liu and Council Member Oliver

          9  Koppell. The Committee unanimously approved

         10  Introductory Bill 296-A when it was put to a vote on

         11  July 19, of this year. The bill was subsequently

         12  approved when put to a full Council vote.

         13                 However, the Mayor vetoed the bill on

         14  July 27. Today the Committee will be voting on

         15  whether Intro 296-A should be repassed,

         16  notwithstanding the objections of the Mayor. Before

         17  we proceed, I want to recognize Council Member Liu,

         18  Chair of the Transportation Committee, a member of

         19  this Committee and the lead sponsor of Introductory

         20  Bill 296- A. Council Member, would you care to speak

         21  on the bill?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Just briefly, Mr.

         23  Chairman. I want to thank you for bringing this

         24  hearing to the open and for considering a revote on

         25  this bill. Once again, this is a simple consumer

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAIRS

          2  protection measure that is aimed at only the most

          3  egregious of price gaugers. It make sense and it

          4  will help prevent the consumers from being taken

          5  advantage of. Any kind of consumer protection

          6  measure, by definition, has some kind of an

          7  imposition which is what the Mayor calls it, an

          8  imposition on the free market system.

          9                 We as a Council and as a government

         10  should not simply stand by and let the free market

         11  system takes it toll whenever consumers are being

         12  taken advantage of. I thank you for your

         13  consideration and I urge my fellow committee members

         14  to give it favorable consideration. Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Council Member

         16  Koppell, would you like to make a statement? Thank

         17  you. We will be brief because it has been said

         18  already. I just want to congratulate Council Member

         19  Liu for bringing this bill to our attention and

         20  working with my staff who I am very appreciative of;

         21  Thomas Ferrugia and Brian Sogol and everyone from

         22  Council Member Liu's office that brought this bill

         23  to us. Sometimes, you have to agree to disagree.

         24  With that, we will be taking two votes on this

         25  particular item. And I'd ask Mr. Martin to please
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          2  record the vote at this time.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: M276 to follow Mayor's

          4  veto message, Council Member Comrie.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of three in

         11  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         12  abstentions, M276 is filed. Readoption of

         13  Introduction 296- A, Council Member Comrie.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of three in

         20  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         21  abstentions, Introduction 296- A is readopted.

         22  Council Members, please sign the Committee Reports.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We are blessed

         25  with a small committee. We normally only have five
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          2  members. One could not be here today and one is on

          3  his way. I'll hold the vote open for ten minutes for

          4  Councilman that is on his way to try to get here to

          5  vote on the bill. But it is a busy docket today, so

          6  we will not hold up the next meeting if he does not

          7  arrive before that time. With that, I want to thank

          8  everyone and please don't forget to sign the

          9  legislative documents. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         11  Gennaro, M276 to file.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         14  four in the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         15  abstentions. And Introduction 296- A, Council Member

         16  Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         19  four in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         20  abstentions. Okay. I want to thank everyone for

         21  their participation. This meeting of the Consumer

         22  Affairs Committee is now adjourned.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 10:30 a.m.)
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