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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We can see we're

          3  starting nowhere near on time at all, so I want to

          4  thank everybody for bearing with us on the timing.

          5                 We have a couple of proclamations

          6  we're going to present today before we then go

          7  hopefully very, very quickly, probably around 3:30

          8  or so, to Sanitation and then directly into the

          9  Stated Meeting.

         10                 The first proclamation is to

         11  Detective Daniel Corey.

         12                 In August of 2001 there was, I mean

         13  all terrible, a terrible anti-gay murder in Queens.

         14  Edgar Garzon was murdered after he and a friend were

         15  doing something that we all do, leaving a club and

         16  headed home. And for all of us in the City, but

         17  particularly those of us in the LGBT community, and

         18  Queens elected officials and residents, this was a

         19  very upsetting crime. It happened in Jackson Heights

         20  neighborhood with a large LGBT community. It was

         21  very hard to accept that somebody could be murdered

         22  just for who they are in any neighborhood, but in

         23  particularly in Jackson Heights, and the community

         24  rallied around the family and there has been

         25  tremendous response, and the Police Department was
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          2  really very helpful from day one. But the thing

          3  that's really remarkable, in my opinion, about the

          4  detective's work, is this happened in August 2001.

          5  Obviously, five years ago a lot of things could get

          6  lost, and not get followed up upon in any situation,

          7  but then September 11th happened, and, you know,

          8  there was obviously many, many other, a lot of other

          9  police work that had to be done. But Detective Corey

         10  and the other folks in Queens and the NYPD never

         11  lost focus on the fact that there was a victim here,

         12  that Edgar had lost his life, that he lost his life

         13  as a result of hate, and lost fact to the fact that

         14  his family deserved justice, and that our community

         15  deserved justice, and I got a call I guess a week or

         16  two ago from Detective Charteruski and others in the

         17  Police Department saying that the alleged

         18  perpetrator had been apprehended.

         19                 And I just was very grateful to hear

         20  that news, but I was a little surprised because it

         21  had been so long and so much had happened. And I

         22  just want to, on behalf of myself, all of the

         23  Council members, the whole community, thank you,

         24  Detective, for never losing focus on the fact that a

         25  man lost his life that day, and an entire community
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          2  took a blow to the heart that day. And you really,

          3  in what you did, in going above and beyond, and I'll

          4  tell you the story someday, it was above and beyond,

          5  including all the way to Europe, really sends a

          6  message to all of us in government, all in the LGBT

          7  community, that the NYPD works for us, and that you

          8  never, ever forget about us or any victim. And as

          9  much as that day took out of us in August five years

         10  ago, you've given so much back to us by your

         11  unbelievable work and commitment.

         12                 So, thank you so much, Detective.

         13                 And I just want to see if any of my

         14  colleagues, before we hear from the Detective, want

         15  to make any statements?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Just very

         17  quickly, as Public Safety Chair and as someone who

         18  went to school with your brother Michael, I wanted

         19  to add my words of congratulations and praise for

         20  not only you, but the entire NYPD for everything you

         21  guys do every day to protect us, especially in this

         22  case. Thank you.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Do you want to say

         24  anything?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:
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          2  Congratulations, really. And thank you. And you

          3  know, the community of Jackson Heights does, because

          4  to have such a stigma is not too good for a

          5  community, and Jackson Heights is probably the

          6  second-largest gay community in the City, so we owe

          7  a vote of thanks to you because you have restored

          8  what we are all about, which is open hearts, open

          9  hands and diversity and one for all. So, I thank you

         10  and the community thanks you again. Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: And before we read

         12  from the proclamation or hear from the Detective, I

         13  just was going to offer a chance for Clarence Patton

         14  from the Anti-Violence Project, to speak and then

         15  also from the Garzon family.

         16                 MR. PATTON: Thank you. I'll be very

         17  brief. I just want to say thank you. So many of our

         18  clients never have this opportunity. Their families

         19  never find out what truly happened to them, and no

         20  one is ever actually made to be responsible for what

         21  they've done to families and communities, and this

         22  is such an opportunity to be able to look into your

         23  face and say thank you so much, because I know how

         24  hard you worked. I heard about it from all sorts of

         25  different folks in the Police Department, and I just
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          2  want to say on our behalf and on the behalf of the

          3  City's LGBT community, thank you so much.

          4                 MR. GARZON: Good afternoon. Excuse

          5  me, I don't speak good English. My name is Armando

          6  Garzon. (Speaking in Spanish.)

          7                 THROUGH AN INTERPRETER: My name is

          8  Armando Garzon, the father of Ed Garzon, who was a

          9  victim of a crime on the 15th of August of 2001, in

         10  Jackson Heights in Queens, and as a consequence of

         11  this he died on September 4th, 2001.

         12                 In the past five years we both have

         13  information about the assassin. We thought that the

         14  case had been forgotten, but we then found out that

         15  there was more information that came about and there

         16  was able to be justice done on this case.

         17                 The person that I would like to thank

         18  is Detective Daniel Corey, who, in my heart, I would

         19  like to give him the medal of trying, and applaud

         20  his able to resolve this, and I would like to thank

         21  everybody else that assisted in this investigative

         22  case, and helped find justice.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And if the

         24  clerk could please read the proclamation.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of
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          2  New York. Proclamation.

          3                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          4  New York is pleased and proud to honor Detective

          5  Daniel Corey for his outstanding service to our

          6  City; and

          7                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          8  custom of the New York City Council to honor those

          9  individuals have enriched us with their

         10  contributions, and today we proudly recognize

         11  Detective Daniel Corey for his outstanding work in

         12  solving the murder of Eddie Garzon; and

         13                 Whereas: A fourteen-year veteran of

         14  the New York City Police Department, Detective Corey

         15  began his career in the 104th Precinct, working in

         16  the Anti-Crime Unit and the Street Crime Unit. An

         17  exceptional public servant, he was assigned to the

         18  Robbery Apprehension in the 115th Precinct in 1998

         19  and was promoted to the rank of detective the

         20  following year; and

         21                 Whereas: In June 2006, Detective

         22  Corey closed the case on the previously unsolved

         23  murder of Eddie Garzon, a gay and Latino man from

         24  Jackson Heights who was fatally beaten on August 15,

         25  2001, in one of the most vicious anti-LGBT acts of
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          2  violence in New York City in recent memory; and

          3                 Whereas: A skilled investigator,

          4  Detective Corey persistently and vigorously pursued

          5  this case, speaking with witnesses, coordinating

          6  with fellow NYPD officers, and collaborating with

          7  police officers in London, where the perpetrator

          8  fled following the brutal assault. Thanks to

          9  Detective Corey's hard work, as well as that of

         10  Lieutenant Anthony Motolla, retired Lieutenant

         11  Michael Sheehan, Detective Nelson Colon and

         12  Detective Anthony Pascal, the perpetrator was

         13  finally arrested at John F. Kennedy Airport on June

         14  28, 2006; and

         15                 Whereas: A man of deep intelligence

         16  and remarkable character, Detective Corey displayed

         17  exemplary investigative skills and a strong

         18  dedication to justice in his pursuit of Eddie

         19  Garzon's murder. He is a hero, not just to the LGBT

         20  community, but to all New Yorkers; and

         21                 Whereas: Today, we pay homage to one

         22  of the City's most committed public servants; it is

         23  the triumphs and unwaivering efforts of dedicated

         24  and diligent individuals like Detective Daniel Corey

         25  that have helped our City achieve its status as the
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          2  acclaimed capitol of the world; now, therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York honors DETECTIVE DANIEL COREY for

          5  his dedication to the safety of all New Yorkers.

          6                 Signed this 19th day of July in the

          7  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

          8  for the Entire Council.

          9                 DETECTIVE COREY: I want to say thank

         10  you very much to the Council for this award and for

         11  my family for being here, and a special thank you

         12  for Mr. Garzon. I know it's very difficult for you

         13  and your family and I hope this brings a little bit

         14  of closure. Thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: I just again really

         16  want to thank you, Detective. Like most police

         17  officers who we give awards to, you're a man of few

         18  words, and I think don't maybe really appreciate how

         19  much you've done for the Garzon family, but how much

         20  really you have done for the entire LGBT community

         21  and how much this means to us and really helps at a

         22  tough time for our community send a very affirming

         23  message about the fact that the City of New York is

         24  truly on our side. So, I hope you always remember

         25  that.
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          2                 And I think we're going to have

          3  Council Member Clarke up next who is pinch hitting

          4  for Council Member Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

          6  much, Madam Speaker. Please join me gentlemen.

          7                 My colleagues, everyone in the

          8  Chambers today, on behalf of Council Member Miguel

          9  Martinez, Chair of the Council's Committee on Fire

         10  and Criminal Justice, it is my honor and privilege

         11  to present you three distinguished members, two who

         12  are represented here today of the FDNY's EMT ranks.

         13  James P. Fallar, Joe Fortis and Joseph Hudak, who

         14  are representatives of the greatest first responder

         15  department in the world.

         16                 Do I have to repeat that? They are

         17  members of the greatest first responder department

         18  in the world.

         19                 As the former Chair of the Council's

         20  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice, I have seen

         21  firsthand the courage and dedication that this

         22  Department has displayed and continues to display on

         23  a daily basis.

         24                 Just this past Monday there was a

         25  terrible apartment building fire just one block from

                                                            13

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  my office. It was encouraging to see the quick

          3  response of our local force responders who endured

          4  and spared no end to make sure that no lives were

          5  lost and that medical needs of the residents were

          6  attended to.

          7                 These three gentlemen, two who are

          8  represented here, have throughout their careers

          9  displayed their dedication to our citizenry and done

         10  so much with honor.

         11                 Additionally, they have represented

         12  our City with distinction at the recent Journal of

         13  Emergency Medical Services Games.

         14                 Everyone needs to know that it was

         15  New York City's FDNY that came in first place.

         16  Hello? Thirteen teams displayed their skills and

         17  their passion, competed in the third annual JEMS

         18  Games and our FDNY came out in the finals as the top

         19  in terms of their abilities to assess and treat four

         20  patients in a style of their very own.

         21                 So, today we are joining with Council

         22  Member Miguel Martinez, who is here in spirit, to

         23  really give honor to the unsung heroes, really, of

         24  the FDNY, and that is our EMT paramedic service here

         25  in the City of New York.
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          2                 Council Member Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Speaker, Chair Clarke.

          5                 All of us in this City representing

          6  all districts strongly support our EMS service, but

          7  ever since 9/11 my district has had a special

          8  relationship, so I must take this opportunity to

          9  thank you for what you do day in and day out.

         10                 It doesn't surprise us that you came

         11  in number one, because you've always been number

         12  one. Just as you treat us so well, we in the City

         13  and in City government must remember to treat our

         14  EMS service as well as you deserve.

         15                 Thank you. Keep up your great work.

         16  God bless.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: And we have the third

         18  proclamation. I'm sorry the other gentleman couldn't

         19  stay, but maybe you guys could take with you to give

         20  him. And we would have the clerk read the

         21  proclamation and then we will hear from the winners.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         23  New York. Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is pleased and proud to join family,
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          2  friends and distinguished members of the community

          3  in honoring Joseph John Hudak for his outstanding

          4  service to the community; and

          5                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          6  custom of the New York City Council to honor its

          7  most distinguished citizens and today we are

          8  delighted to honor Joseph John Hudak for his fine

          9  contributions to the field of emergency medicine;

         10  and

         11                 Whereas: Born in Brooklyn and raised

         12  in Queens, Mr. Hudak began his professional life as

         13  an elevator mechanic with the Housing Department

         14  before becoming an EMT in Harlem in 1988; and

         15                 Whereas: In 1991, Mr. Hudak was

         16  promoted to Paramedic and was assigned to all

         17  stations around the Bronx and Manhattan. He also

         18  served on a special unit for New York Presbyterian

         19  Hospital, where he transported high-risk infants;

         20  and

         21                 Whereas: Mr. Hudak is certified as an

         22  instructor in Advanced Cardiac Life Support,

         23  Pediatric Life Support and Neonatal Resuscitation,

         24  and is also a Certified Lab Instructor and a

         25  certified diver with both NAUI and PADI and Advanced
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          2  Open Water Search and Rescue; and

          3                 Whereas: Mr. Hudak has provided

          4  assistance during the recovery of several historical

          5  disasters, including the 1994 World Trade Center

          6  bombing, the September 11 attacks, and Hurricane

          7  Katrina; and

          8                 Whereas: Mr. Hudak regularly

          9  participates in and wins numerous ACLS competitions

         10  in New York, Florida, Maryland and the Bahamas and

         11  recently took 1st Place at the JEMS competition in

         12  Maryland; and

         13                 Whereas: It is with great pride that

         14  we honor Joseph John Hudak for his distinguished

         15  service to the community. He has enriched us with

         16  his presence and achievements and is truly a great

         17  friend of the City; now, therefore

         18                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         19  City of New York honors JOSEPH JOHN HUDAK for his

         20  fine contributions to the City and the community.

         21                 Signed this 19th day of July in the

         22  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

         23  for the Entire Council; Miguel Martinez, Council

         24  Member, 10th District, Manhattan.

         25
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          4  friends and distinguished members of the community

          5  in honoring James P. Fallar for his outstanding

          6  service to the community; and

          7                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          8  custom of the New York City Council to honor its

          9  most distinguished citizens and today we are

         10  delighted to honor James P. Fallar for his fine

         11  contributions to the field of emergency medicine;

         12  and

         13                 Whereas: An employee of the Emergency

         14  Medical Service since 1988, Mr. Fallar has served in

         15  various capacities over the past eighteen years,

         16  including that of Paramedic Instructor, Advanced

         17  Life Support Coordinator, Certified Instructor

         18  Coordinator, Certified Lab Instructor and Advanced

         19  Cardiac Life Support and Pediatric Advanced Life

         20  Support Instructor; and

         21                 Whereas: Mr. Fallar's contributions

         22  to the field of emergency medicine have not gone

         23  unnoticed. He has received numerous awards,

         24  including a Presidential Citation, Vice-Presentation

         25  Unit Citations, and several campaign ribbons for his
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          2  assistance during such crises as the 9/11 terrorist

          3  attacks and the Williamsburg Train crash. He has

          4  also received recognition for his volunteer work

          5  with the Levittown Fire Department; and

          6                 Whereas: Mr. Fallar won the FDNY

          7  ALS/BLS competition in 2000 and 2006, and was the

          8  Team Captain for the Gold Medal Winners of the 2006

          9  JEMS Games; and

         10                 Whereas: It is with great pride that

         11  we honor James P. Fallar for his distinguished

         12  service to the community. He is worthy of the esteem

         13  of all New Yorkers, now, therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York honors JAMES P. FALLAR for his fine

         16  contributions to the City and the community.

         17                 Signed this 19th day of July in the

         18  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

         19  for the Entire Council; Miguel Martinez, Council

         20  Member, 10th District, Manhattan

         21

         22

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         25  friends and distinguished members of the community
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          2  in honoring Joseph Fortis for his outstanding

          3  service to the community; and

          4                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

          5  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

          6  service to their community, whether through a

          7  lifetime of good citizenry, through unique personal

          8  achievement in their professional or other

          9  endeavors, or through participation in volunteer

         10  programs; and

         11                 Whereas: Since graduating from New

         12  York City's Cadet EMT program in 1993, Joseph Fortis

         13  has provided 14 years of quality prehospital care to

         14  residents of the Bronx with the Fire Department; and

         15                 Whereas: A graduate from the Dutchess

         16  paramedic program, Mr. Fortis has taught at the

         17  Bureau of Training for the Fire Department as a New

         18  York State BLS for the past three years; and

         19                 Whereas: Mr. Fortis has won several

         20  awards for his work in the field of emergency

         21  medicine, including the W.T.C. Survival medal and

         22  the Academic Excellence Award. He has also won the

         23  past five competitions in New York City, as well as

         24  Florida's International Competition and the JEMS

         25  games in Maryland; and
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          2                 Whereas: A true benefactor of the

          3  community, Mr. Fortis volunteers for NY Search and

          4  Rescue and responded to New Orleans after the

          5  Hurricane Katrina disaster. He also volunteers his

          6  time teaching First Aid and CPR to the New York

          7  Chapter of Children of the Blind; and

          8                 Whereas: Today, we honor Joseph

          9  Fortis, an individual who has distinguished himself

         10  in service to the community; he has enriched us with

         11  his presence and achievements and is truly a great

         12  friend of the City; now, therefore

         13                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         14  City of New York honors JOSEPH FORTIS for his fine

         15  contributions to the City and the community.

         16                 Signed this 19th day of July in the

         17  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

         18  for the Entire Council; Miguel Martinez, Council

         19  Member, 10th District, Manhattan.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         21                 MR. FALLAR: First of all, I'd like to

         22  thank the Council for this award. We're up here

         23  representing 2,600 men and women of the Emergency

         24  Medical Service, and we had an opportunity in

         25  Baltimore to compete internationally throughout the
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          2  world to let them know that FDNY, we are number one.

          3  They could not keep up with us. We're very honored

          4  to do that.

          5                 Just yesterday during the heat

          6  emergency we were able to put out new additional

          7  ambulances for all of the people of New York to cope

          8  with that hot weather we had yesterday, and our

          9  response times are continually to drop. So, on

         10  behalf of all of the members, thank you so much for

         11  this recognition. We will continue to be there for

         12  you. You know my number, it's 9-1-1. Thank you.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         14                 MR. HUDAK: Jimmy is a public

         15  relations person in his place, so I'll let him do

         16  the talking. But just we couldn't have done this

         17  competition without my partner, and our buddy Joey

         18  Fortis, and we all worked together as a team and

         19  that's the way we came on top, and we are one big

         20  team. So, Jimmy, thank you very much for being my

         21  partner.

         22                 MR. FALLAR: Thank you.

         23                 MR. HUDAK: Thank you to the Council,

         24  too.

         25                 MR. FALLAR: Thank you very much.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: You're all very

          3  welcome.

          4                 Leroy Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          6  Madam Speaker.

          7                 Can we have Shaelon Wright, his

          8  family, and all of the supporters come forward,

          9  please?

         10                 This afternoon, ladies and gentlemen,

         11  I'm honoring a young man from my district, Mr.

         12  Shaelon Wright, who is a graduate of Junior High

         13  School 192 in Queens, who has found out, due to the

         14  wonderful and magnanimous effort of the Boule, which

         15  is a fraternity association of professional

         16  African-American men from around the country, but

         17  this is primarily the gentleman in the New York City

         18  Metropolitan area that he has a guaranteed college

         19  scholarship for his entire college career. And I

         20  think that, you know, he's entitled to, he would

         21  have been entitled to receiving a full scholarship

         22  for a private high school, but Shaelon wants to

         23  experience a public high school for his next four

         24  years, then move on to college, and we wanted to

         25  bring him down today. And also to Boule, number one,
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          2  to congratulate Shaelon, he's a young man that has a

          3  lot of potential, which is why the Boule recognized

          4  him.

          5                 He's been involved in a lot of

          6  community affairs, doing a lot of give-back in his

          7  young life, and he has a great family network. And

          8  we wanted to bring him down today to recognize him,

          9  to congratulate him on his community efforts and

         10  outreach so far. He has a great personality and has

         11  a positive outlook on life. And in an effort to make

         12  sure that our young men are not statistics, that we

         13  give them the family support and really utilize the

         14  acronym"it takes a village to raise a child, and we

         15  really want to congratulate the Boule on reaching

         16  out and being that village, and the underpinnings

         17  and to ensure that this young man knows that as long

         18  as he gets the good grades, he will have a

         19  guaranteed college scholarship.

         20                 And we have Mr. Jonathan Nelson, the

         21  President of the Alpha Sigma Boule, if you'd like to

         22  say a few words, please.

         23                 MR. NELSON: Thank you, Councilman.

         24                 I am the President of Alpha Sigma

         25  Boule, which encompasses the Brooklyn, Queens, Long
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          2  Island area. We have several other Boules in the

          3  City of New York, there's Zeta Boule (phonetic) in

          4  Manhattan, Beta Zeta, Westchester County. The

          5  program that Shaelon was selected for was named

          6  after two gentlemen, who are both deceased, but were

          7  very active in the community. You might recognize

          8  the name of Dr. Vernal Cave, an eminent

          9  dermatologist in Brooklyn, and Herbert Whitman, who

         10  was a Vice President at the Federal Reserve.

         11                 It's the pleasure of Alpha Sigma

         12  Boule to select young men particularly who have

         13  potential. These are not the kids that are in the

         14  stratosphere but some of the kids that may be

         15  somewhat under the radar, we feel that we can

         16  intervene at a young age to ensure that they have

         17  the proper encouragement and incentive to do their

         18  best as the now phrase goes "we want them to be all

         19  that they can be." And it's our pleasure to have

         20  selected such a fine young man who has such a

         21  wonderful support group as you can see here. And we

         22  have very, very high expectations, and we want him

         23  to know that we're committed to his future success,

         24  which we are sure will happen.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

          3  Thank you, President Nelson.

          4                 Can you read the proclamation?

          5                 I'm sorry, you're supposed to say

          6  that.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: No. You are, Leroy.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Oh, all right.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         10  New York. Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is pleased and proud to honor Shaelon

         13  Wright for his outstanding academic achievements;

         14  and

         15                 Whereas: The Alpha Sigma Boule of

         16  Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity has awarded Shaelon Wright

         17  of St. Albans, Queens, its prestigious Education

         18  scholarship named after the late Dr. Vernal Cave and

         19  Herbert Whiteman, Jr.; and

         20                 Whereas: Shaelon Wright, a graduate

         21  of IS 192, the Renaissance Middle School, is now

         22  entitled to receive assistance for private education

         23  as well as eight years of academic support from some

         24  of the most prominent African-American professionals

         25  in the nation; and
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          2                 Whereas: Shaelon Wright has received

          3  tremendous inspiration and assistance from his

          4  mother, Rachel Jefferson; grandmother, Doris Wright;

          5  grandfather, Thomas Jefferson; father, William

          6  Wright, Jr. and others in his family including his

          7  uncle, Dr. Jonathan Jefferson, whom he will follow

          8  at Thomas Edison High School to pursue interests in

          9  computer animation, mathematics and English

         10  literature; and

         11                 Whereas: Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity was

         12  founded in 1904 by African American graduates in

         13  medicine, law and other professions. Past and

         14  present members include Dr. W.E.B. DuBois, Dr.

         15  Martin Luther King Jr., former Mayor David Dinkins,

         16  Arthur Ashe, Rev. Calvin Butts and Marc Morial. The

         17  fraternity believes in "giving back" by sharing the

         18  success of its members with well-deserving

         19  individuals and groups; and

         20                 Whereas: Shaelon Wright has been

         21  presented with this special recognition on the basis

         22  of recommendations from his teachers, the strong

         23  involvement of his family in his career, his

         24  participation in community affairs and his positive

         25  personality; and
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          2                 Whereas: Shaelon Wright had

          3  previously attended Allen A.M.E. Christian School

          4  and Kings Academy Christian School in Harlem. His

          5  success and thirst for knowledge exemplifies the

          6  best of his generation; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York congratulates SHAELON WRIGHT on

          9  receiving his prestigious award from the "Archons"

         10  of the Alpha Sigma Boule of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity,

         11  and commends his supportive family, his educators

         12  and the fraternity for providing the inspiration and

         13  encouragement that is ensuring this young student's

         14  success.

         15                 Signed this 19th day of July in the

         16  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

         17  for the Entire Council; Leroy G. Cormie, Jr.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:

         19  Congratulations. Shaelon, would you like to say a

         20  few words?

         21                 MR. WRIGHT: Thank you, City Council,

         22  and Boule, for giving me the scholarship. I

         23  appreciate it.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: All right.

         25  We'll get him talking later. Congratulations. Now
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          2  his brother is already indicating he wants his day

          3  in the sun. So, we know he's going to work for

          4  something. Congratulations to the family.

          5                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Leroy.

          7                 We will be starting in the community

          8  room any minute now. So, we should be going into

          9  Sanitation and then going right onto the floor.

         10                 (Recess taken.)

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: We will start

         12  with the Pledge of Allegiance, please.

         13                 All rise.

         14                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Roll call.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         23  sir.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: A quorum being

         25  present, we will now all rise for the Invocation
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          2  from Council Member Larry Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          4  very much. And this has certainly been a long day

          5  and I have a message here from the Synagogue for the

          6  Arts.

          7                 Men and women of the City Council,

          8  this time of year in the Jewish Calendar has always

          9  been one of difficult tidings, whether it was the

         10  breaking of the tablets, exile or inquisitions, the

         11  summer months were often when these types of events

         12  would take place.

         13                 Unfortunately, this year seems to be

         14  continuing the trend. With tensions building

         15  worldwide now exploding in the Middle East, our main

         16  contribution remains praying feverently from afar

         17  for a speedy and peaceful resolution for all

         18  valiance and conflict, and to empathize with all the

         19  victims of violence and conflict.

         20                 May the Council of the City of New

         21  York express its peaceful wishes throughout the

         22  world and remain a model of goodwill between diverse

         23  people.

         24                 Amen. Thank you. Jonathan Glass.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Council Member

          3  Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I move to

          5  spread the Invocation in full upon the record, and

          6  tell everyone that today is Rabbi Glass's birthday,

          7  and to say that as you may have seen in the

          8  newspaper recent articles pointing out how he

          9  combines spirialogy (phonetic) and music. A very

         10  special man. And thank you, Council member, for

         11  bringing his wise words to our attention.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: And Council Member

         13  Comrie, if we could just ask colleagues to stand

         14  again, please.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Stand again.

         16  All stand, please.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: I'm sorry, we should

         18  have done this right after the invocation.

         19                 Unfortunately, we have to have two

         20  moments of silence today, one for Specialist Colin

         21  T. Mason, who was 20, of Staten Island. He died in

         22  Iraq on July 2nd, when he encountered indirect fire

         23  while staffing a checkpoint in his vehicle.

         24                 Colin was assigned to the 1st

         25  Battalion 67th Armor Regiment 1st Brigade Combat
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          2  Team, 4th Infantry Division of Fort Hood, Texas.

          3  Private Mason surprised his family by marrying his

          4  fiance' Cynthia at the Staten Island Borough Hall

          5  the day after their engagement party, which was on

          6  October 24th, less than two months later he was

          7  deployed to Iraq. He is of Dominican heritage and

          8  born in the United States. His mother, Cynthia Boone

          9  Mason, said her son was extremely proud to be a

         10  soldier. The Mason family lives in the South Beach

         11  Houses on Plain Avenue on Staten Island.

         12                 We also lost Sergeant Irving

         13  Hernandez, Jr., who was 28 and who was from

         14  Manhattan. He also died in Iraq on July 12th. He

         15  encountered enemy small arms fire during combat

         16  operations.

         17                 Sergeant Hernandez was assigned to

         18  the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment of the

         19  172nd Striker Brigade Combat Team from Fort

         20  Wainwright, Alaska.

         21                 Sergeant Hernandez grew up on East

         22  2nd Street and enlisted in the Army in September

         23  1998. He left behind his wife and eight-year-old

         24  daughter, Stacy, a six-year-old son, Chris, all of

         25  whom live in Fort Wainwright, Alaska, where his unit
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          2  was last stationed.

          3                 Sergeant Hernandez is the 42nd

          4  soldier from New York City to be killed in Iraq.

          5                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And thank

          7  you, Chairman Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Adoption of

          9  Minutes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Messages and

         12  Papers from the Mayor.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Communication

         15  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Petitions and

         18  Communications.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Land Use

         21  Call-Ups.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 271 through M 274 on

         23  page 2.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. I

         25  apologize. We're going to be circulating a get well
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          2  card for Gary Altman, who is not with us today. It's

          3  only the second Stated Meeting he's missed, because

          4  he is in the hospital with a pneumonia and some

          5  other conditions that they're trying to identify.

          6  So, if the members could please sign the get well

          7  card that's being circulated.

          8                 That said, coupled on Call-Up vote.

          9                 I'm totally out of order then.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay, M 27 --

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes, coupled on

         12  Call-Up vote.

         13                 And now roll call on the Call-Up

         14  vote.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay.

         16                 Roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I vote aye,

         19  and I ask for unanimous consent to vote aye on all

         20  General Coupled Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I'm going to

         24  pass.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye. I

          3  ask unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use items

          4  and all coupled General Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

          7  all Land Use Call-Ups and vote aye on all coupled

          8  General Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         11  vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups, and I ask for

         12  unanimous consent to vote on all coupled General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye on

         16  all, with the exception of 296-A. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I vote aye on

         19  all Land Use Call-Ups and also ask for unanimous

         20  consent of my colleagues to be able to vote on all

         21  matters that are coupled on the General Order

         22  calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And I vote aye

         25  on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'd like to

         16  vote yes on all.

         17                 And Council Member Comrie, I'd like

         18  to request unanimous consent to vote yes on

         19  everything before us today.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 Congratulations on the new baby.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. And

         25  thank everyone else for their well wishes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: In all the heat of the

          6  SWMP moment, we did forget to recognize the newest

          7  member of the City Council, Amelia Gioia. So give

          8  Leah and her mother our best.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          9  all. And I request unanimous consent to vote in the

         10  affirmative on all items on today's agenda. Thank

         11  you very much, Mr. Chair.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Not ordered.

         13  So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         15  Mr. Chair.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye. And I

         18  request unanimous consent to vote aye on all Land

         19  Use Call-Ups and entire General Order Calendar

         20  items.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye. And I'm

         24  requesting permission to vote on all items on

         25  today's calendar, Mr. Larry -- Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered,

          3  Council Member Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: All right,

          6  today's Land Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of

          7  48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

          8                 Communication from the Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         10                 First, as I said, we're passing

         11  around a get well card for Gary Altman, which I hope

         12  everyone will sign and we'll keep folks up-to-date

         13  as we get more information about how he is doing.

         14  He's been in the hospital for a couple of days.

         15                 Today at the Stated Meeting we are

         16  voting on a number of important items.

         17                 First, I want to reference that we

         18  are voting on a package of gun legislation. An

         19  important package of bills that will help protect

         20  New Yorkers, in particular, I hope keep children out

         21  of harm's way from illegal guns in our City.

         22                 I want to thank the Chair of our

         23  Public Safety Committee, Peter Vallone, for moving

         24  so quickly on these three pieces of legislation.

         25                 I also want to thank Mayor Bloomberg
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          2  for working with us on introducing these bills with

          3  us.

          4                 These bills were announced at a press

          5  conference with the Mayor and with the Council, and

          6  have moved through the Council with the work and

          7  support of our staff, the Chair's staff, and the

          8  Mayor's staff. And I believe these three bills

          9  which, one, make it illegal to possess guns that are

         10  purposely colored to look like toy guns;

         11                 Two, increase the inspections and

         12  crack down on people who sell guns who seem to have

         13  excessive number of lost guns in their inventory,

         14  which is really just a way to get guns out onto the

         15  street and not keep track of them; and

         16                 Three, limit the number of gun

         17  licenses people can have in any set period of time.

         18  Those three bills together take us a great step

         19  forward in getting and reducing illegal guns in our

         20  City.

         21                 And the other piece of legislation

         22  which adds to the monitoring we are going to do of

         23  criminals when they are released from jail and come

         24  back to our neighborhoods, the attention and

         25  requirements for checking in we're going to have on
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          2  criminals who use guns when they commit crimes, we

          3  know that that is going to help protect New Yorkers,

          4  because the statistics show that criminals who use

          5  guns when they commit crimes left to their own

          6  devices will do that again and again and again. And

          7  this law will make sure, one, we better monitor

          8  those individuals.

          9                 But, two, if they fail to live up to

         10  the requirements of the monitoring, it gives us

         11  another reason to apprehend those individuals and

         12  send them back to jail to get them off the streets

         13  where they can harm children and harm other New

         14  Yorkers.

         15                 These are very important bills, but

         16  for those out there who seek to harm New Yorkers,

         17  they should make note they will not be the last

         18  bills we will pass on this matter, in this Council.

         19  They will not be the last bills on this matter where

         20  the Council and the Mayor will stand together.

         21  Because we are committed to working in this City, in

         22  this State and in Washington as a united City

         23  government, to make sure we get guns off of our

         24  streets and we protect our children.

         25                 I want to call on the Chair of our
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          2  Public Safety Committee Peter Vallone to speak on

          3  this matter, and I again want to thank him very much

          4  for the quick attention he brought to this matter.

          5                 We got these bills introduced and

          6  turned around just as quickly as you just about

          7  possibly can.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Speaker, and that's obviously due to the

         10  Public Safety Committee staff.

         11                 As you said, we're taking a huge step

         12  today towards ridding our streets of illegal guns.

         13  After putting 1,200 more police on the streets,

         14  giving them the best vest available so that they can

         15  get the guns off the streets as safely as possible,

         16  today we are giving them tougher laws. Tougher laws,

         17  more tools, more weapons in our arsenals against

         18  illegal guns.

         19                 The Speaker just went through the

         20  bills, so I won't go through them again. But most

         21  importantly, the Gun Registry is the first of its

         22  type in the entire country, and we are once again in

         23  this City Council leading the way. We will be

         24  keeping an eye on our most violent felons, the ones

         25  who are four times more likely to kill somebody, and
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          2  they know we have our eye on them, they know they're

          3  being watched, and if they screw up they go back to

          4  jail. So, it's a great law. And unfortunately, just

          5  days ago we were reminded of the tragic consequences

          6  of illegal guns on our streets when we lost little

          7  Jenisa Rinaldo. She was just playing in a fire

          8  hydrant, doing what little children do, while this

          9  thug did what thugs with guns do, which is use them

         10  to kill somebody, the little girl in the fire

         11  hydrant. Today we take this action in her memory,

         12  and I'm proud to have worked with the Speaker and

         13  the Mayor who showed great leadership in getting

         14  this done so quickly, worked together. It showed

         15  what can be done when both sides of City Hall work

         16  together to keep our streets safe.

         17                 So, thank you, Madam Speaker, and the

         18  Mayor, and the entire Council for voting on this

         19  today.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         21                 Another piece of legislation we are

         22  voting on today, which was introduced by the

         23  Chairperson of our Transportation Committee, John

         24  Liu, is a bill which seeks to respond to the

         25  skyrocketing costs of gas in our country today, and
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          2  also the phenomenon of price gouging at gas stations

          3  in our City. I think it's a very important common

          4  sense piece of legislation, that will, one, help

          5  protect all of us who have to buy gas in our City;

          6  and, two, create information so the Department of

          7  Consumer Affairs and others can better monitor gas

          8  stations to make sure there isn't price gouging

          9  going on. I want to call on the sponsor and the

         10  Chair of the Transportation Committee to speak on

         11  this piece of legislation.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Well, thank you

         13  very much, Madam Speaker. I want to thank you and

         14  the leadership of the Consumer Affairs Committee,

         15  Chair Leroy Comrie, for your support on this bill.

         16                 I certainly would urge all of our

         17  colleagues to vote yes on this bill. This is a

         18  matter that is on the minds of New Yorkers. There is

         19  no question that the prices at the gas pump have

         20  been exorbitantly high. We have some limitations as

         21  to what we can do. This is a bill, this is a measure

         22  that has been enacted and enforced by other

         23  municipalities and states across the country, and

         24  it's something that we can clearly do here in New

         25  York City.

                                                            50

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Some people have criticized the bill

          3  as an imposition on the free-market system. Let me

          4  just say that the very reason we have a Department

          5  of Consumer Affairs, and a Committee overseeing the

          6  Consumer Affairs Department, is for the very reason

          7  that we cannot always rely on the free market

          8  system, that in fact not only allows but encourages

          9  price gouging at every possible opportunity. That is

         10  what the free market does, and that is why we have

         11  some regulations intended to protect consumers

         12  against, in this case, the most egregious form of

         13  price gouging where gas stations elevate their

         14  prices far more frequently than they are actually

         15  receiving their supplies of the gasoline, therefore,

         16  they are increasing the supplies much faster than

         17  the cost of their supply is actually increasing. And

         18  they do this, not in most cases, in most cases the

         19  competition between gas stations keeps prices in

         20  check. But there are areas of the City that are not

         21  served by many gas stations, and it is in these

         22  areas where people are most prone to the gas price

         23  gouging practices.

         24                 So, I urge you to support this bill,

         25  and thank you for your consideration.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

          3  Member Liu.

          4                 And then there is another small

          5  matter that we're voting on today, the Solid Waste

          6  Management Plan. And first, I want to thank everyone

          7  on the Council for their patience today and for the

          8  tremendous amount of attention that they have paid

          9  to this issue, not just today but in the six months

         10  since we've been in this Council and also in the

         11  years preceding that.

         12                 I want to start before I speak

         13  briefly about the plan, thanking the Chair of our

         14  Sanitation Committee, Mike McMahon, for his

         15  tremendous, tremendous work on this.

         16                 No one, I would dare say certainly no

         17  one else in this Council, but no one probably in the

         18  City of New York has worked harder on bringing this

         19  day to us than Chairperson McMahon, and he's done

         20  really yeoman's work on behalf of his own Borough of

         21  Staten Island, but on behalf of every borough to

         22  make sure that we could get the best plan possible

         23  before all of us today. And, finally, further the

         24  discussion and move the discussion forward about how

         25  in the 21st Century in the greatest City in the
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          2  world we could really be leaders in dealing with our

          3  solid waste, not people who are waiting around to

          4  come up with a plan. And I want to thank him for

          5  leading us to the point where we're at today.

          6                 I also want to thank Carmen Cognetti

          7  and Dan Avery, the staff, to my committee who have

          8  worked tirelessly on the Solid Waste Management

          9  Plan.

         10                 I also want to thank the staff in the

         11  Speaker's Office, Chuck Meara and Mora Keeney, and

         12  Ramon Martinez, who also worked very hard on the

         13  Solid Waste Management Plan. And we can't name them

         14  all, but certainly today and over the past couple of

         15  weeks, we have taken up a lot of time, appropriately

         16  so, of all of the staff in the Mayor's Office, and

         17  particularly Deputy Mayor Ed Schueller and

         18  Sanitation Commissioner John Doherty is with us in

         19  the balcony, and I want to thank them and all of the

         20  Mayor's staff for working with us on the Solid Waste

         21  Management Plan.

         22                 And we will hear more detail when we

         23  hear from Chairperson McMahon in a moment, but today

         24  when we vote on this plan, we really do move the

         25  City of New York a tremendous step forward, to a
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          2  place where we actually can say it may not be

          3  perfect, but we have a Solid Waste Management Plan.

          4  We have a plan to guide us to a place where we can,

          5  in a thoughtful, effective and appropriate manner

          6  deal with our solid waste. We can deal with it in a

          7  way where every borough takes responsibility for the

          8  garbage that it creates. We can deal with it in a

          9  way where we admit that for decades, for far too

         10  long, low-income neighborhoods and neighborhoods of

         11  color have been forced to bear the burden of these

         12  types of municipal facilities, and with this plan we

         13  say we are going to start to end that trend in the

         14  City of New York, and have everyone carry their fair

         15  share of the garbage burden.

         16                 We're also saying in this plan today

         17  that recycling isn't something that is -- is a

         18  whimsy, it is something that is an integral part of

         19  our government, it is an integral part of our life

         20  in the 21st Century, and an integral part of any

         21  plan and any real hope of coming to grips with solid

         22  waste, and we show that to New Yorkers by creating a

         23  Mayor's Office of Recycling, the first ever that we

         24  have had that will have a sole focus on this very,

         25  very important component of our Solid Waste

                                                            54

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Management Plan.

          3                 We also take important steps in this

          4  plan to get trucks off of streets that have been

          5  burdened by them for decades, and to move, reduce

          6  the waste that pours through our neighborhood in

          7  trucks on a regular basis. That is going to do a

          8  tremendous amount to deal with our solid waste, but

          9  it's also, I believe, going to have an immeasurably

         10  positive effect on the quality of life and public

         11  health of individuals and neighborhoods throughout

         12  our City.

         13                 Now, as I said, this is not a perfect

         14  plan. It is a plan that has some -- that we all

         15  still have some level of concern about, and it's a

         16  plan in which some neighborhoods are asked to bear a

         17  very large burden which they have not been asked to

         18  bear in the past. And for those neighborhoods and

         19  individuals who are unhappy about the plan tonight,

         20  I say that we will continue as a Council, as a

         21  Sanitation Committee, to work with everyone to

         22  monitor the implementation of this plan, to make

         23  sure that all the promises that are made in the plan

         24  are lived up to, and that the burdens or worst fears

         25  of neighborhoods do not become a reality. We will
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          2  stand shoulder-to-shoulder with everyone in this

          3  Council as this plan moves forward and make sure

          4  that even neighborhoods which have new uses are only

          5  minimally impacted and minimally burdened by this

          6  new plan.

          7                 That said, I again want to thank the

          8  Chair for his tremendous work on this issue and call

          9  on him to speak on this matter.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         11  Madam Speaker.

         12                 I have to say that for me personally

         13  this is a very exciting day. I think the last time I

         14  was this excited and nervous at the same time was

         15  the day that I was married, and just like a wedding,

         16  just like a wedding, and thank you, Jerry, just like

         17  a wedding, everybody who is at a seat with a laptop,

         18  gets to take the laptop home.

         19                 You know, during the Committee

         20  hearing, I said that this is a historic day. And I

         21  know that sometimes I speak in hyperbola when it

         22  comes to the issue of garbage, but I am from Staten

         23  Island. And this is a historic day, because when you

         24  look at the history of garbage in this City, you are

         25  reminded of things like Barrows Island, dumping at

                                                            56

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  sea, the Mobrow, slow-burning incineration, trucks

          3  clogging neighborhoods, residential neighborhoods

          4  with diesel fumes and dust and causing asthma, and,

          5  for me as a Staten Islander growing up, I know our

          6  history is the Fresh Kills Landfill.

          7                 My colleagues, I am proud of this

          8  historic day, and I'm proud of you. Because for the

          9  first time in this City's history, we are putting

         10  forth a plan that I believe will be put into action,

         11  it will become reality, it will be implemented, and

         12  that is something that in the history of this City

         13  has never been done before.

         14                 I know the hour is late, and I know

         15  that much has to be done yet, but the Speaker has

         16  highlighted some of the things that are in this

         17  plan, and certainly the Office of Recycling focusing

         18  on waste reduction instead of export and

         19  landfilling, moving toward alternative technologies,

         20  the expansion of recycling for plastics, commercial

         21  and electronic recycling, expanding composting,

         22  increasing the diversion rates of Local Law 19.

         23  Household Hazardous Waste Initiative, Commercial

         24  Food Waste Study, Recycling in Public Places, and

         25  dealing with commercial waste, for the first time in
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          2  this City's history we are coming up with a plan

          3  that will seek to capture commercial waste.

          4                 And in that regard, we will have

          5  mandates in this plan that will drive down the

          6  numbers of permissible capacity in the boroughs that

          7  so now need relief.

          8                 And one other thing for the people of

          9  Staten Island, let me say that all of the containers

         10  that come out of the City MTS's will not come to

         11  Staten Island. Only a percentage, a reasonable

         12  percentage, which is 38 percent of the overall

         13  City's waste, and I'm assured by the Administration

         14  that those numbers could go even lower, and that

         15  containers that come to Staten Island will not stay

         16  for longer than a day if they're deposited there,

         17  and hopefully all that come will go from barge to

         18  ship.

         19                 So, this is a great day and this is a

         20  great day for the handling of garbage, because you

         21  all know, a clean City is a healthy City, and a

         22  healthy City is a happy City.

         23                 I want to, I just want to thank some

         24  people. The Speaker mentioned some. I'll be very

         25  quick.
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          2                 From the Department of Sanitation,

          3  Commissioner John Doherty, Assistant Commissioner

          4  Robert Orlan, Deputy Commissioner Harry Szarpanski,

          5  and Walter, I don't know his last name, but Walter

          6  also from the Department of Sanitation. He knows who

          7  he is. From EDC, Kate Ascher, Benetia Lannen. From

          8  the Mayor's Office, Deputy Mayors Ed Schueller and

          9  Kevin Sheeky. Haeda Mihaltses, Karen Meara, Cass

         10  Hollingway, Marietta Permedis, Eddie Batista, and

         11  Peter Madonia, we thank them all.

         12                 I want to thank the members of my

         13  Committee. Council Members Gennaro, Lappin,

         14  Seabrook, Jackson, Gallagher, Arroyo, and Yassky.

         15  All the advocates who worked so hard.

         16                 I want to thank from the Speaker's

         17  staff, and those who worked with me, Dan Avery and

         18  Veronica McNeill, Jeff Haberman, Mora Heeney, Chuck

         19  Meara, and Ramon Martinez, there go the horses, and

         20  Liz Fine, for working last night until 3:00 in the

         21  morning. I want to thank them all. And especially,

         22  let's give them a special round of applause, the man

         23  who deserves the credit for all the credit that I'm

         24  getting today, Carmen Cognetta.

         25                 Today the discussions were long and
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          2  hard for the people of Staten Island, but the Staten

          3  Island team stuck together. Council Member Andrew

          4  Lanza and Jim Oddo and I never waived, and although

          5  we're from different political parties, we share one

          6  common ideology, that our job here in the City

          7  Council is do the best thing that we can for all New

          8  Yorkers, but most importantly, to serve and protect

          9  the people of Staten Island, and I want to

         10  congratulate them and thank them for their support.

         11                 I want to echo the Speaker's

         12  comments, that for those for this plan where the

         13  garbage comes and goes and there are no impacts and

         14  it's an easy vote, but if you have transfer stations

         15  currently, or if you're getting an MTS built, or if

         16  you have rail going through your neighborhood or

         17  containership to your neighborhood, it is not an

         18  easy thing to vote yes. Some may not be able to do

         19  so. But collectively, working with the

         20  Administration, we are guaranteeing a better future

         21  and a better history for the City's garbage and a

         22  fairer and healthier life for all.

         23                 I want to thank Mayor Bloomberg for

         24  putting forth a plan that adopted the idea of

         25  containerization and is founded in the principles of
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          2  economy, equity and the environment.

          3                 And lastly, let me just say this,

          4  that I've known for a long time what a remarkable

          5  woman she is, because I've seen her deal with issues

          6  of health and budget and all the things that she has

          7  been familiar with, but within a few months to

          8  become so knowledgeable on the issue of sanitation,

          9  and also to be a passionate advocate for all New

         10  Yorkers, but for each and every one of the Council

         11  members who is in this body, you can rest assured

         12  that she does nothing that would ever hurt any one

         13  of us, and everything that she can to help all of

         14  us. She's a great woman. And I thank you. She's from

         15  Staten Island, Speaker Chris Quinn.

         16                 And, so, my colleagues, to those who

         17  have a tough vote and have these facilities in their

         18  district, like Domenic Recchia and Vinnie Gentile

         19  and Sara Gonzalez and Bill DeBlasio, and Sara

         20  Gonzalez and Jessica Lappin and Dan Garodnick and

         21  Gale Brewer, thank you for all that you've done. I

         22  know it's a hard vote for you. I will respect you

         23  for whatever you do. But my colleagues, I urge you,

         24  on behalf of all New Yorkers, let's put into place

         25  for the first time, a real plan for the City of New
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          2  York.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. You know,

          5  in the old City Council, Margarita Lopez made Bill

          6  Perkins an honorary lesbian and now Mike McMahon

          7  made me an honorary Staten Islander. Oh, how times

          8  have changed.

          9                 That said, as Mike and I both

         10  mentioned, there are many members for whom today's

         11  vote is quite difficult and for whose neighborhood

         12  is quite difficult, and we want to give those

         13  members an opportunity during the Speaker's time as

         14  well to share their thoughts on the plan with all of

         15  us.

         16                 I want to say that we're first going

         17  to hear from Council Member Lappin and Council

         18  Member Garodnick, and I just want to make sure the

         19  record is very clear about how hard Council Member

         20  Lappin has fought for the environment on

         21  environmental issues for quite some time before

         22  becoming a member of the City Council and since

         23  joining the City Council, and her commitment to the

         24  environment is matched only by her commitment to her

         25  district.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Thank you,

          3  Madam Speaker.

          4                 And I want to start by complimenting

          5  Council Member Mike McMahon and his staff, Carmen

          6  Cognetta and Dan Avery and Andrew Sterrer, who is

          7  not with the Council anymore, and for all of their

          8  incredible hard work, but I'm very sad to say that

          9  I'm still incredibly disappointed with the plan that

         10  we're voting on today.

         11                 And while I share the broad goals of

         12  the SWMP, and getting trucks off of the street,

         13  transporting more of our waste by barge and by rail,

         14  finding ways to increase recycling and to relieve

         15  communities that have been overburdened in the past,

         16  I can't support this plan.

         17                 And I think the current plan isn't

         18  fair, but I don't think it's fair to put garbage

         19  stations in densely populated residential

         20  neighborhoods, and that's exactly what 91st Street

         21  is. It is in the heart of a park and recreational

         22  facility, Asphalt Green, which sees 675,000 visits a

         23  year and has taught 20,000 public school kids how to

         24  swim for free. It's within 300 feet of residences,

         25  and the EIS itself states that it is a site unique
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          2  among all sites analyzed in this plan because of its

          3  proximity to dense residential uses, and because the

          4  trucks will bisect an open space and pass over a

          5  completed waterfront esplanade.

          6                 It will be open 24 hours a day, six

          7  days a week. It will endanger our children by

          8  creating dangerous traffic noise and air pollution.

          9  It will be completely devastating to Asphalt Green

         10  and wreak irreparable havoc on our community, and

         11  it's unbelievable to me that the EIS that we're

         12  accepting today as a body claims that there will be

         13  no impact upon this community.

         14                 And just so the people are clear,

         15  this station was built in the 1940s, when this was a

         16  manufacturing area, but it was open for 60 years.

         17  This community did its fair share. I think reopening

         18  the facility is bad public policy. I think it's a

         19  mistake. And beyond just the 91st Street piece of

         20  this plan, I don't believe today that we're voting

         21  on a real plan for Manhattan.

         22                 There are significant legal and

         23  legislative challenges facing all three of the sites

         24  in Manhattan, Gansevoort, 59th Street and 91st

         25  Street. I don't believe that all three of them are
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          2  going to come on line, or will handle the capacity

          3  that's outlined in this plan, and we're not voting

          4  on a document that considers what would be

          5  appropriate alternative sites in Manhattan.

          6                 So, I don't think we're being honest

          7  about what this plan will really accomplish, and I

          8  think it's a shame that this is a wasted opportunity

          9  to come up with a real rational and sensible plan

         10  for dealing with Manhattan's residential and

         11  commercial waste, and for all of those reasons, and

         12  specifically 91st Street, I'm voting no and I would

         13  urge my colleagues join me.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         16                 And the final speaker in Speaker's

         17  time will be Council Member Dan Garodnick.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you,

         19  Madam Speaker.

         20                 I, too, rise today to address the

         21  issue of the Solid Waste Management Plan, and,

         22  frankly, I wish this were a plan that I could

         23  support because I, along with many people in this

         24  room, if not everybody, recognize that New York City

         25  desperately needs a way to handle its garbage that
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          2  fairly distributes the burdens, that changes our

          3  orientation from truck transfer to rail and barge,

          4  and most importantly, a plan that in a concrete

          5  fashion prepares us for the burdens that lie ahead.

          6                 While there are very positive

          7  elements in this plan, it is clear to me that the

          8  Manhattan piece is simply not ready.

          9                 It is deficient in a number of

         10  respects, and as a result, I cannot vote for the

         11  Solid Waste Management Plan today.

         12                 The sites that have been chosen in

         13  Manhattan are functionally challenged. Each site is

         14  either shackled with obstacles, or is simply bad

         15  public policy.

         16                 Take Gansevoort Street and 59th

         17  Street marine transfer stations as an example.

         18  Neither has gone through the environmental review or

         19  the Land Use procedures necessary, and both would

         20  require an amendment to the Hudson River Park Act

         21  that would require an act of the State Legislature

         22  and approval of the Governor.

         23                 Take the continued use of trucks to

         24  cart garbage to an incinerator as another example.

         25                 Under the proposed plan, much of

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Manhattan's residential waste will continue to go to

          3  an incinerator in Newark, New Jersey, which is not

          4  consistent with the plan's principles of borough

          5  self-sufficiency and reduction of truck traffic. And

          6  of course, Council Member Lappin said it well, take

          7  the 91st Street Marine Transfer Station, this site

          8  is located in a densely-populated residential

          9  neighborhood, and if opened, it will be extremely

         10  destructive for the residents of that community.

         11  Their lives in that neighborhood will be permanently

         12  changed as a result. And I do not believe that it is

         13  good or enlightened public policy to put a garbage

         14  station in the heart of a residential community

         15  under any circumstances anywhere in New York City.

         16                 But perhaps the most disturbing part

         17  of the Manhattan plan to me is that there appear to

         18  be viable sites that have been ruled out without

         19  fair and due deliberation.

         20                 Take the possibility of West 30th

         21  Street between 11th Avenue and the West Side Highway

         22  as an example. In contrast to the proposed

         23  configuration of truck to barge to rail, this site

         24  could make use of the Empire Rail Line and create an

         25  opportunity to put garbage directly onto the rail,
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          2  taking out the burden and cost of an entire step in

          3  the process.

          4                 And what's more, this alternative

          5  could handle up to 4,000 tons per day of Manhattan's

          6  waste, significantly more than all of the other

          7  proposed facilities combined.

          8                 Let me be the first person to say

          9  that regardless of the outcome of today's vote, I

         10  believe we will be revisiting this site down the

         11  line, and today's plan has contingencies for the

         12  Department of Sanitation to come back to the Council

         13  to report on the status of the Manhattan plan. Such

         14  an acknowledgment of this plan's challenges should

         15  caution us all about rushing to vote yes on a plan

         16  today that in my view is not quite right, and as a

         17  result I fear will not satisfy the principles of

         18  borough self-sufficiency and the reduction of truck

         19  traffic, which are supposed to be its guiding

         20  principles.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Discussion and

         23  General Orders. Council Member Mealy.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: I want to

         25  congratulate the Speaker and staff on the SWMP. I
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          2  don't know what's going to happen later on, but I

          3  want to commend the HPD for their willingness to

          4  comprise on a Land Use issue that benefits my

          5  church, a clergy, Pastor Green Universal Baptist

          6  Church and the community in which it would create

          7  both new affordable housing, and the church with the

          8  tools to benefit the district as a whole. We worked

          9  hard on this issue, and the results of this is true

         10  with cooperation in the name of a higher goal, doing

         11  the will of our constituents. This was a win/win for

         12  all of us today, and I want to thank the Planning

         13  Disposition Chair Dan Garodnick and Land Use Melinda

         14  Katz for her assistance, and the Speaker's Office

         15  for their assistance on this new Land Use HomeWorks

         16  Project in my district, and I just want to thank

         17  everyone who helped me and gave me guidance on this

         18  issue. Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Council Member

         20  Dickens.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Chair.

         23                 I am asking my colleagues to vote in

         24  t he affirmative on Land Use Items 201 and on 196,

         25  Resolutions 453 and 439. Land Use 201 is 229 West
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          2  111th Street, 18 unit TIL building that will be

          3  totally rehabbed providing the residents with good

          4  quality affordable housing, which is much needed,

          5  and eventually they will own the buildings

          6  themselves.

          7                 Land Use Item 196 and Resolution 439

          8  is Innis Francis Houses at Adam Clayton Powell

          9  Boulevard and 124th Street. 231 units housing more

         10  than 190 families. It is totally residential and

         11  Article 11 will allow for a full tax abatement for

         12  40 years. This has been a troubled Section 8 HUD

         13  building for many years, with major repairs going

         14  incomplete, raw sewage accumulating in the basement

         15  with a stench that infiltrated the apartments, not

         16  to mention the serious health hazard posed to

         17  children and adults alike.

         18                 With HUD on the heels of foreclosing,

         19  Abyssinian Development Corp stepped to the challenge

         20  to abate hazardous health violations and correct

         21  many quality of life issues affecting the residents

         22  yet still allowing for the residents to receive much

         23  needed rent subsidies. Without this tax abatement,

         24  it would be impossible for my constituents to be

         25  able to afford to stay in their homes near family

                                                            70

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  members and friends, allowing for the protection of

          3  children and the maintenance of vital social

          4  networks.

          5                 I want to thank Madam Speaker for her

          6  guidance with respect to this legislation, and I

          7  want to thank Chair Dan Garodnick of the Planning

          8  Committee and Chair Melinda Katz and the full body

          9  of the Land Use Committee for recognizing the

         10  importance of this legislation to my community.

         11                 I ask my colleagues to reflect on our

         12  responsibilities as the people's legislators, and

         13  vote yes in support of both these Land Use items.

         14                 And I want to take the opportunity to

         15  also recognize --

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Council

         17  Member, you're over.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Oh, I want to

         19  recognize Mr. McMahon, my colleague, for all his

         20  hard work.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         23  Council member.

         24                 Council Member Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 I intend absolutely to vote for this

          4  Solid Waste Management Plan. I'm proud to serve on a

          5  Committee under Mike McMahon that helped make so

          6  many I think improvements and helped produce what is

          7  I am confident will be a big, big step forward for

          8  the City in dealing with Solid Waste Management.

          9                 I have, you have on your desk before

         10  you an amendment that I drafted that I will not

         11  introduce and take the time to vote on today. But I

         12  do want to draw attention to two things I think we

         13  need to continue to work on.

         14                 One is the whole goal, one of the

         15  goals of this plan is to get trucks off the street,

         16  particularly in most affected communities in the

         17  City, in the Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens, and the

         18  plan says it will do that. It puts forward a kind of

         19  intention and a goal of doing that. I think we're

         20  going to need a lot more teeth to make sure that

         21  that happens. And I know that the plan contemplates

         22  coming back and legislating if it doesn't happen

         23  within the next year, and I know, and I am counting

         24  on the Chair of the Committee and the Speaker to

         25  follow through and make sure that that happens.
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          2                 The second part is the commercial

          3  plan, and while the residential part of this I do

          4  think will go forward, I do fear that a year, two

          5  years, three years from now we will be removing the

          6  residential garbage in this City in a way that's

          7  fair and environmentally friendly, but the

          8  commercial garbage will still be going out by truck,

          9  just the way it is today.

         10                 And I do think that we're going to

         11  need to be not just vigilant but very actively

         12  monitoring what's going on with the commercial plan,

         13  and if it is failing to come together as we hope, to

         14  step in and to make sure that we do deal with that.

         15  But I thank you, again, Madam Speaker and Chairman

         16  McMahon. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Council Member

         18  James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I want to thank

         20  the Speaker, as well as Council Member Vallone, for

         21  passage of legislation which deals with guns.

         22                 As most of you know, this Sunday we

         23  will be commemorating the third anniversary of the

         24  assassination of James Davis. How many more mothers

         25  will have to suffer the heartbreak of losing a child

                                                            73

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  through a senseless act of violence?

          3                 The Chairman mentioned Jenisa

          4  Rinaldo, 11 years old, who was escaping the

          5  suffering heat by running through a fire hydrant.

          6  Benny Lide in my district, 17, shot in the head in

          7  front of his home. Frederick Klein in Crown Heights,

          8  47, the father of three, shot while he was moving

          9  his car. Damien Sprull, two-years-old, while she was

         10  sitting in a car, shot, while her brothers and

         11  sisters witnessed it. Melissa Grace, a tenth grader,

         12  active in her church, on her way to the store to get

         13  a snack, shot.

         14                 As we honor the memory of James Davis

         15  and as we take to the streets on the fight against

         16  violence, my vote today in support of these pieces

         17  of legislation is my continuing effort to

         18  commemorate the legacy and continue the legacy of

         19  James Davis to stop the violence.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         22                 Council Member Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just wanted

         24  to ask for unanimous consent and vote aye on all

         25  General Order items. Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

          3                 Council Member Vacca.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you. I

          5  rise to speak on Land Use Item 164 and Resolution

          6  444 to downzoning that pertains to my district in

          7  Pelham Parkway and Morris Park, and I urge you to

          8  vote yes.

          9                 However, I rise to discuss with this

         10  Council and to advise you of what I think are

         11  institutional issues, what I think is an appointed

         12  body that really gets three bites at the apple,

         13  where we in the Council don't have that type of

         14  input.

         15                 In this case we have a downzoning of

         16  a community where an upzoning has also been

         17  proposed. The City Planning Commission in this case

         18  is an appointed body. They review, they make a

         19  recommendation. They then forward a plan to the

         20  Community Board. The Community Board, the Borough

         21  President are advisory. They submit an advisory

         22  opinion. After that, the City Planning Commission

         23  members vote. They vote yes. They propose, they

         24  dispose. Now it comes to the City Council. I, as the

         25  local Councilman, and this may be coming to many of
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          2  you, because many of the downzoning plans may now

          3  have an upzoning component.

          4                 I, as a member of the Council say,

          5  well, I would like to have several blocks deleted.

          6  Planning Commission says, if that happens, we will

          7  delete the entire plan.

          8                 I am in the position, because I feel

          9  strongly about six blocks in my district, do I then

         10  give up a downzoning of 51 blocks?

         11                 Well, I made a decision, and I

         12  decided to go forth with the downzoning. I'm not

         13  raising this to be critical of anyone. I'm raising

         14  this as an institutional policy issue. As an elected

         15  body, as an elected body this may be in another

         16  district tomorrow. This is Charter driven, this is

         17  policy driven. We have to understand that if this

         18  can be done by an appointed body, then the powers of

         19  the people who elect people to come to this Council

         20  have been restricted.

         21                 I think we have to look at the

         22  Charter. I think we have to look at where we want to

         23  move on future matters like this, because any

         24  appointed body could do this, I think it's

         25  inappropriate, and I think that it takes away from
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          2  our powers as a Council.

          3                 With that said, I want to thank the

          4  Speaker. I want to thank Chairperson Katz, Chair

          5  Avella of the Subcommittee, Gail Benjamin, who was

          6  great, and I want everyone to know that every

          7  application that's filed in my district, I will

          8  review with a fine toothcomb. We have to be aware as

          9  Councilpeople, of every new building application in

         10  order to make the downzonings work. But

         11  institutionally, I think I'm raising a point that

         12  many of us have to take home tonight and think

         13  about.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         16                 Council Member Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         18  Council Member Comrie. You look good up there.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Unfortunately,

         21  we do not have the luxury as a body of voting

         22  separately on the different parts of the Solid Waste

         23  Management Plan. If we did, I would certainly vote

         24  no on the Manhattan part of the plan, due to all of

         25  the flaws which other colleagues have pointed out.
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          2                 In particular, the reopening of the

          3  91st Street facility is absolutely wrong. But we are

          4  voting today both on a process and on a Citywide

          5  plan. The process will allow the Manhattan aspect to

          6  be revisited and be rereviewed, and be reviewed by

          7  this Council, by the State, and ultimately, of

          8  course, by the courts.

          9                 I want to tell my colleagues from the

         10  Upper East Side and elsewhere that I will join with

         11  them and do everything we can, I can with them to

         12  seek a review that will eliminate the reopening of

         13  91st Street and the other problematic parts of the

         14  Manhattan aspect of the plan.

         15                 But I will vote yes today to move the

         16  process forward and to move towards adoption of the

         17  other very positive and long needed aspects of the

         18  Citywide plan. In particular, based on the hearing

         19  we had earlier today, this plan will allow for the

         20  first time a concerted effort to reduce the

         21  emissions by the lone remaining incinerator used for

         22  solid waste disposal from the other side of the

         23  Hudson River, but one which impacts on the people

         24  there and the people on our City, for the first time

         25  we will undertake action to significantly cut back
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          2  on emissions from that incinerator and that is a

          3  very needed urgent step, as are so many of the other

          4  steps that have been set forth by my other

          5  colleagues in the overall plan for recycling and for

          6  reduction of truck traffic, and all the other

          7  positive aspects which should go forward as we

          8  correct the Manhattan aspect of the plan. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         10                 Councilman Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

         12  much.

         13                 I just wanted to talk about the

         14  discussion on the Sanitation vote, and again mention

         15  that with all due respect to my colleagues, if we

         16  can again bring up during Rules about not having

         17  members, including myself, given the ability to

         18  speak about the same item twice, both during General

         19  Discussion and then during the vote. I think that

         20  would be appreciated by some of the people, whether

         21  it's 7:20 at night or 1:00 in the afternoon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Seeing no

         23  others, Report of Special Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Reports of
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          2  Standing Committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          4  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

          5                 Intro. 296-A, sale of gasoline and

          6  diesel, motor fuel.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          8  General Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         10  Committee on Finance.

         11                 Intro. 347. Bay Ridge, Fifth Avenue

         12  Business Improvement District.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         16  434. Base percentage, current percentage, and

         17  current base proportion of real property for Fiscal

         18  2007.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         22  435. Adjusted base proportion, real property for

         23  Fiscal 2007.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 196

          3  and Reso 439. Manhattan Community District No. 10.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 275

          7  and Reso 440. Amounts necessary for the support of

          8  the government of the City of New York.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         12  Committee on Land Use.

         13                 LU 95 and Reso 441. UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 125 and Reso 442.

         17  ULURP, Bronx.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 126 and Reso 443.

         21  ULURP, Bronx.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 164 and Reso 444.

         25  ULURP, Bronx.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 172 and Reso 445.

          5  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: And a shocker, coupled

          7  on General Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 182 and Reso 446.

          9  Designation by the Landmarks Preservation

         10  Commission, Council District No. 3.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 183 and Reso 447.

         14  Designation by the Landmarks Preservation

         15  Commission, Council District No. 2.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 187 and Reso 448.

         19  ULURP, Queens.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 195 and Reso 449.

         23  Unenclosed sidewalk cafe, Manhattan.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 198

          3  and Reso 450. ULURP, Manhattan.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 199

          7  and Reso 451. UDAAP, Manhattan.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 200

         11  and Reso 452. UDAAP, Manhattan.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 201

         15  and Reso 453, UDAAP, Manhattan.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 202

         19  and Reso 454, UDAAP, Manhattan.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 203

         23  and Reso 455. UDAAP, Manhattan.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 204

          3  and Reso 456. High school facility, Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 205

          7  and Reso 457. Designation by the Landmarks

          8  Preservation Commission, Council District No. 3.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         12  Committee on Public Safety. Intro. 362-A. Gun

         13  offender registry.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders. Oh, I'm sorry. Amended and coupled on

         16  General Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 363-A. Theft of

         18  firearms from licensed firearms dealers.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         20  General Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 364. Multiple

         22  purchases of firearms.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 365-A. Banning

                                                            84

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  firearms colored to appear to be toy guns.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          4  General Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          6  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

          7                 Preconsidered Intro. 402. Submission

          8  of a proposed final comprehensive Solid Waste

          9  Management Plan.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         13  432. Submission by the Department of Sanitation.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: We will call

         17  the roll on the General Order calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         19  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders, and we'll now have a roll call on all

         22  coupled General Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'd like to

          9  explain my vote.

         10                 I want to first thank the Speaker for

         11  the laptops. There is a sea of blue here. Something

         12  similar to I think barges as opposed to trucks, and

         13  certainly it bodes well for technology so that we

         14  get to zero waste. So, I thank you for the

         15  metaphors.

         16                 And I'm also here to thank certainly

         17  Speaker McMahon (sic), Carmen Cognetta, as I've done

         18  in the past, and I think also Marcel Van Ooyen, who

         19  will help the administration, and the administration

         20  for the amazing list of prevention so that we are

         21  thinking about for the first time in history in New

         22  York the kinds of zero waste that we all long for.

         23                 I also want to say, as you all know,

         24  that I do represent the proposed commercial MTS at

         25  West 59th Street. With that neighborhood we have
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          2  always said that we will do our fair share. Right

          3  now barges take and trucks come to the facility

          4  twice a week to move out recycling material. And we

          5  are certainly happy to continue to do more of that.

          6                 I want to agree with some of my

          7  colleagues who have spoken indicating that despite

          8  hundreds of meetings and very specific appreciated

          9  language in the SWMP that talks about deadlines, six

         10  months to an RFP, if that's possible, concurrently

         11  thinking about alternative sites, I am very fearful

         12  that given the constraints of what might go on in

         13  Albany, and the fact that it is a small footprint

         14  and it is a park and there is a crossing of streets,

         15  a new residential community, that putting

         16  putrescibles and commercial trucks that are not as

         17  clean as the Sanitation Commission has made our

         18  residential trucks, that this is not a place to put

         19  putrescibles into the future.

         20                 So, I want to say that I very much

         21  appreciate the hundreds and hundreds of discussions

         22  here and across the City on this topic.

         23                 I look forward to working on the

         24  Manhattan side of this plan to make the entire City

         25  a place that is moving health care that results from
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          2  bad planning to a new location and so that we're

          3  moving in the right direction.

          4                 I vote aye on all, except

          5  preconsidered Intro. 402, 432 and, again, I thank

          6  everyone who participated in perhaps the greatest

          7  planning for the City of New York.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you for

         11  permission to vote out of order. I do need to get

         12  back to my district, which is still unbelievably

         13  suffering a power outage. Councilman McMahon, thank

         14  you for all your work on this. You did a great job.

         15  I was going to take this laptop, by the way, on your

         16  authority, but then I was told that Tony Avella had

         17  already complained to the press about it, so I'm

         18  going to leave it. So, I'm going to leave it here. I

         19  proudly vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you for

         22  permission to vote out of order. Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Speaker,

         25  may I take a moment -- I'm sorry, Mr. Chair, may I
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          2  have a moment just to explain my vote?

          3                 I'm going to be voting for this plan

          4  today. I am not really enamored of it. I believe

          5  that this is a work-in-progress, and certainly

          6  progress is being made.

          7                 My concern, however, is that we have

          8  not thoroughly come up with a pathway for the

          9  Borough of Manhattan to handle its waste problem.

         10  And that has been the ongoing problem with respect

         11  to solid waste management in the City of New York.

         12  So, to a certain degree, we're moving, yet we're

         13  not.

         14                 And within that lies the challenge

         15  for our Council and this Administration. It is

         16  imperative that we keep our shoulder to the wheel in

         17  terms of coming up with a viable solution for the

         18  massive amount of waste that is exported out of

         19  Manhattan into the outer boroughs and indeed out of

         20  this state.

         21                 And until we really focus on that, I

         22  fear that this plan does not adequately address and

         23  alleviate the challenges that communities like mine

         24  have to see these trucks rolling across our borough

         25  daily to handle that waste, see that truly
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          2  alleviated.

          3                 It is my hope that we will use

          4  today's vote as motivation to really focus on coming

          5  up with the appropriate solutions. I want to thank

          6  Mike McMahon because I know that he really

          7  shouldered a huge, huge task here, and while the

          8  rest of us can sort of sit around and theorize about

          9  it, he really emerged himself along with the staff

         10  and the Speaker's staff to get us to this point.

         11                 I want to encourage us to continue to

         12  really come up with the viable solutions here.

         13  Because I would hate to see that we put all of this

         14  emphasis into this, and we don't see the type of

         15  alleviation that we'd like to see truly coming to

         16  fruition in our communities.

         17                 Having said that, Mr. Chair, I vote

         18  aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Permission

         23  to explain my vote?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I'd like to
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          2  thank Speaker Quinn and her entire team, and

          3  obviously the Mayor and his team for the way they

          4  acted together in the larger interests of the City

          5  on this matter. And I want to particularly thank

          6  Mike McMahon. Sometimes the City Council doesn't get

          7  the credit it deserves. If anyone wants to see what

          8  the epitome of a Committee Chair is and how things

          9  should be run, they should look to Mike McMahon and

         10  the way he's handling the Sanitation Committee.

         11                 I just note, for over a year this

         12  issue has been gripping and difficult and complex

         13  and emotional for this City and certainly for the

         14  City Council, and the core issue has always been

         15  equity, and we've always been facing a crisis, a

         16  growing crisis, something that affected lives of

         17  every part of this City, and we've been looking at

         18  the challenge of the trucks that were really

         19  increasingly destroying the quality of life in our

         20  City, and a waste problem growing by every day, and

         21  we need action, but we need action that would focus

         22  on equity, and changing a lot of very historic and

         23  difficult patterns in the way the City was governed.

         24  And last time, last year, we rightfully focused on

         25  equity for overburdened communities in Brooklyn, in
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          2  the Bronx, in Queens, and we made a lot of progress,

          3  because of that. And I think this year there has

          4  been also very fair emphasis on not reburdening

          5  Staten Island, which long ago started to become an

          6  overburdened community in the area of solid waste,

          7  and I just want to particularly say to Mike McMahon

          8  and Jimmy Oddo and Andy Lanza, that you should all

          9  be very proud of the fact that you made sure that we

         10  didn't go back in the wrong direction for Staten

         11  Island because of the caps and the other important

         12  concessions that are part of this plan.

         13                 So, what I think we have done here is

         14  gotten the best of all worlds with the sense of

         15  really acting on all the areas where there wasn't

         16  equity and starting to turn that around, while

         17  simultaneously creating a realistic plan to deal

         18  with an incredibly thorny problem.

         19                 So, I thank everyone involved and I

         20  vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all,

         25  except for Intro. 296-A, I vote no.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: No on

          6  Intro. 296-A, no on Intro. 363-A, no on Intro. 364,

          7  no on preconsidered Resos 434 and 435, no on M 275

          8  and corresponding Resolution 440, which are the

          9  tax-fixing resolutions. Aye on all other coupled

         10  general orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: I vote no

         13  on preconsidered Intro. 402, preconsidered Intro.

         14  432, and Intro. 296-A, and I vote aye on all other

         15  coupled general orders. Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Mr. Acting

         18  Public Advocate, I just wish to briefly speak on my

         19  vote.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you.

         22                 I just wish to thank Mike in a very,

         23  very special way, Mike McMahon for his great work.

         24  It's a pleasure to serve on his Committee and the

         25  Speaker and her team for her leadership, and of
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          2  course, the people of the staff of the Sanitation

          3  Committee.

          4                 And Mike, I want to help you out a

          5  little bit. It's Walter Sportaki. You mentioned

          6  Walter. Walter has been a friend of mine for more

          7  than 20 years, and his father lives in my district.

          8  So, give best regards to your father. Okay. Thank

          9  you. I proudly vote aye. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: With

         12  congratulations to Mike McMahon and the Staten

         13  Island Delegation, and a thank you for a vote on the

         14  Fifth Avenue Bay Ridge BID, I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all,

         17  with kudos to Chair McMahon, Speaker Quinn, and all

         18  who worked on these very important issues on which

         19  were voted today.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Permission

         22  to explain my vote?

         23                 I just want to say that densely

         24  populated is our entire City of New York, and that's

         25  why we are constantly looking as a body for
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          2  affordable housing, housing, quality of life, and

          3  everything else.

          4                 I understand that this is not the

          5  perfect plan, but it is a plan. I am proud today to

          6  move forward with it, although I have an MTS in my

          7  district, which will probably end up housing a lot

          8  of garbage.

          9                 I want to say that, thank you,

         10  Christine Quinn, Speaker, for all your incredible

         11  fairness. I want to say thank you to McMahon,

         12  because I know that this has been really difficult,

         13  Councilman McMahon, and to Cognetta, because Carmen,

         14  constantly I got called and I was calling him to try

         15  to clarify and understand it, and especially Mr.

         16  Avery, Mr. Avery, my constituent in my district.

         17  Thank you.

         18                 But responsible it is. It is our

         19  responsibility. And, again, I also want to say thank

         20  you to my environmental programs and people UPROSE,

         21  who is up there, who has been so kind and generous

         22  and wonderful to give me the support I needed.

         23                 So, we're going to move forward with

         24  this. We're going to be vigilant of it. We're truly

         25  understand that it is something that will create
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          2  stress on all of us. And, again, to my colleagues,

          3  with all due respect, I understand what you're

          4  feeling today, but we continue to feel that in my

          5  district. When trucks kill children, Sanitation

          6  trucks, nothing is really planned, but it happens.

          7  And when asthma rates are incredibly high because we

          8  have the Gowanus that continues to produce all these

          9  cars and trucks there. So, yes, we do have a lot of

         10  problems, but if we stay together, we can hopefully

         11  work through this.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Permission to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: First of all, as

         23  many of you noticed, the agenda today is steeped

         24  with Land Use items. I would like to thank the

         25  subcommittees for all the work that they did. It is
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          2  the obligation of Land Use to vote on things in a

          3  timely fashion, and between the Subcommittees and

          4  the staff and the Land Use Committee, we managed to

          5  do that. So, I want to give everyone a thank you.

          6                 I would also like to echo the words

          7  of Council Member Vacca just for one moment.

          8                 I'm glad that there's so many folks

          9  from the Administration here right now, as they

         10  know, and as the Council knows, this Committee has

         11  always had a very good relationship with the

         12  Administration when it comes to Land Use. In the

         13  past we've been able to sit down, negotiate, work it

         14  out, compromise, and truly talk about how to make

         15  something a better plan when it goes forth into the

         16  communities. And I would like to thank that we still

         17  enjoy that relationship.

         18                 I think that in this one, there was a

         19  sense that they were very adamant about this

         20  particular plan. I am sorry that the Council member

         21  feels almost like he was disenfranchised from the

         22  process, and I think that that's not a good thing.

         23                 We have managed, between the City

         24  Council and the Administration, to negotiate great,

         25  great deals for the City of New York, Williamsburg,
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          2  Greenpoint, Hudson Yards, Chelsea, everything that

          3  we've done to try to build up the City of New York.

          4  And I do look forward in the future to continuing

          5  that relationship. I think it's important. It's

          6  important for the City, it's important for the

          7  Administration, it's important to the Council. And

          8  most importantly, it's also good for Council members

          9  to know that they're an active part of every single

         10  item that comes before this Council, especially the

         11  Land Use Committee, which affects them so dearly in

         12  their community.

         13                 But I do want to thank the City

         14  Planning Commission for the wonderful job they did

         15  in rezoning the rest of this area in the Bronx. I

         16  think overall it was a good plan and a win/win for

         17  the community. I vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I request

         20  permission to explain my vote?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Ladies and

         23  gentlemen, some years ago, you will recall that a

         24  water filtration plant was proposed for my district,

         25  and I vigorously opposed it. This Council supported
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          2  it and it is now being built. I believe it has had

          3  an adverse affect on my community.

          4                 And I have said very often in

          5  discussions that while I would not always

          6  necessarily support a Councilperson who opposed a

          7  particular project because it was detrimental to

          8  that district, the opinion of the local

          9  Councilperson would weigh very heavily, and it would

         10  take a tremendous amount of positive Citywide

         11  benefits to cause me to put something in the

         12  district of a Council member over their vigorous and

         13  strong objection, and we have that here, and in this

         14  instance, I think that while there are many positive

         15  things, and let me not fail to mention, let me not

         16  fail to mention that Mike McMahon and the Speaker

         17  have gotten many improvements in this plan and many

         18  proposals for increased recycling, and other

         19  benefits in the future; nonetheless, I think the

         20  91st Street waste transfer station is ridiculous.

         21  It's absurd to reopen that station, and it will

         22  adversely affect hundreds of thousands of people,

         23  cause adverse environmental effects, cause adverse

         24  traffic affects, cause adverse affects on the park.

         25  And for me to vote for this with the opposition of
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          2  the colleagues most directly affected, I think would

          3  violate the way I think that I should act with

          4  respect to this matter.

          5                 And I feel, unfortunately, the Mayor

          6  has kind of shoved it down our throats, with all the

          7  good things saying you have to take this bad thing,

          8  and sometimes you just have to say no, as we did

          9  with respect to the Jets Stadium.

         10                 And here I think we should be saying

         11  no, and I have to vote consistent with my belief.

         12  And therefore, I vote aye on all matters on the

         13  General Orders calendar, with the exception of

         14  preconsidered Introduction 402 and preconsidered

         15  Resolution 432. On those two items, I vote no.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: With respect to

         18  this important vote on the Solid Waste Management

         19  Plan, I congratulate Mayor Bloomberg and his

         20  Administration, Commissioner Doherty, Speaker Quinn,

         21  Councilman McMahon, Minority Leader Oddo.

         22                 I vote no on Intros 296-A, 363-A,

         23  364, no on Resolutions M 275, 440, 434 and 435. Aye

         24  on the rest.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: It's with

          3  great sadness and disappointment that I vote no on

          4  preconsidered Intro. 402, and preconsidered

          5  Resolution 432. I vote aye on all other General

          6  Calendar Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: May I be

         17  excused to explain my vote?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: First, I

         20  would like to thank Mike McMahon and Speaker Quinn

         21  for working very hard on this SWMP Plan, and I would

         22  like to thank the Sanitation Committee, Carmen

         23  Cognetta, and Daniel Avery, because they did a great

         24  job in working with me.

         25                 However, I hear about Staten Island
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          2  having a landfill, and getting what they need. I

          3  hear other parts getting, stopping the garbage from

          4  driving through their neighborhoods, but in my

          5  neighborhood for many years they burned the barbage.

          6  They burned the garbage and they didn't stop burning

          7  until we brought them to court. Now they took down

          8  the smoke stack last year, and they're putting in an

          9  MTS, and the people of my community still suffer and

         10  will continue to suffer; therefore, I must vote no.

         11  So, therefore, I vote aye on everything except

         12  Preconsidered Reso No. 432, and Intro. 402, I vote

         13  no.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I will send

         16  thank you notes for the sake of time to everyone

         17  involved. And I vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         20  vote on the previous Land Use issues?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye.

         23  And I vote aye on this vote.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         14  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         15                 I vote no on Intro. 296-A,

         16  preconsidered Resos 434 and 435, preconsidered M 275

         17  and Reso 440. And just on Solid Waste, let me just

         18  say to Council Member Recchia and Garodnick and

         19  Lappin, that I respect your votes. In 1992 I worked

         20  for a Council member who believed the plan was dump

         21  in Staten Island and burn in Brooklyn, and he voted

         22  no, and you know, you're doing what you think is in

         23  the best interest of your districts and I respect

         24  it.

         25                 From a very parochial point of view,
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          2  I had some serious concerns about what exactly would

          3  come to Howland Hook, and thanks to the great work

          4  of this City Council led by Speaker Quinn and

          5  Chairman McMahon, my colleague in the Staten Island

          6  Delegation Andrew Lanza and great staff, we put some

          7  serious provisions in to protect the interest of

          8  Staten Island.

          9                 But I have to say above and beyond

         10  that, it was this Administration looking into the

         11  eyes of the elected officials in Staten Island, and

         12  in essence looking into the eyes of Staten Islanders

         13  in saying that we will do everything we can to

         14  protect you, is what won me over.

         15                 This is an Administration that has

         16  done some great things for Staten Island, and

         17  history will prove if today was acts of good faith

         18  or an erroneous leap of faith, I happen to believe

         19  that it was the former. And I thank the folks in the

         20  Administration for the meetings that we had today.

         21  And, again, I vote no on the aforementioned items

         22  and yes on all others.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Council Member
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          2  Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. Mr.

          4  Chairman --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, we've got

          6  to close out this part first.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Okay.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

          9                 Today's items on the General -- all

         10  items on today's General Order calendar were adopted

         11  by a vote of 49 in the affirmative and zero in the

         12  negative and zero abstentions, with the exception of

         13  Intro. 296-A, which was adopted by a vote of 43 in

         14  the affirmative, with six negative, zero

         15  abstentions; preconsidered Resolution 434, adopted

         16  by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, three in the

         17  negative, zero abstentions; preconsidered Resolution

         18  435, which was adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         19  affirmative, three negative, zero abstentions;

         20  preconsidered M 257, and Resolution 440, which was

         21  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, three

         22  negative, zero abstentions; Intro. 363-A, which was

         23  adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, two in

         24  the negative, zero abstentions; Intro. 364, which

         25  was adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, two
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          2  in the negative; preconsidered Intro. 402, which was

          3  adopted by a vote of 44 in the affirmative, five in

          4  the negative, zero abstentions; preconsidered

          5  Resolution 432, adopted by 44 in the affirmative,

          6  five in the negative, zero abstentions.

          7                 The revised Land Use Call-Up vote is

          8  49 in the affirmative and zero in the negative.

          9                 With that, we will have -- are you

         10  doing General Discussion, Council Member Recchia?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes. Before

         12  we adjourn I would just like to thank everyone for

         13  all their help, but most of all, to thank someone

         14  very special. It's her birthday next week, and on

         15  behalf of all of us in the City Council, I would

         16  like to present the Speaker of the City Council with

         17  a birthday cake.

         18                 (singing happy birthday.)

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: That's a pretty good

         20  trick to surprise the Speaker. I had no idea. But I

         21  want to say thank you, but I also want to ask

         22  Council member, who shares my birthday, our cultural

         23  czar Domenic Recchia, to blow out the candles with

         24  me.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: All right.
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          2  Okay, the meeting is not over yet. Let's just do

          3  formally the Introduction and Reading of Bills. You

          4  see attached, Discussion of Resolutions.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: The cake was

          6  made at Villa Bodi on 18th Avenue in Brooklyn, made

          7  specially for Christine. Villa Bodi, in Jimmy Oddo's

          8  district. It borders my district.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I just want to

         10  invite everyone after the meeting adjourns and after

         11  they have cake, five minutes after we adjourn, if

         12  folks would like to join myself, the Minority

         13  Leader, the Chair of our Sanitation Committee and

         14  the Mayor in the Blue Room for a press conference

         15  regarding the passage of the Solid Waste Management

         16  Plan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay.

         18  Introduction and Reading of the Bills.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         20  to the committees as indicated on the agenda.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Discussion of

         22  Resolutions. None. Seeing no resolutions, no General

         23  Discussion, I hereby adjourn the meeting. Thank you

         24  all very much.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 7:55 p.m.)

                                                            107

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 19th day of July 2006.

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

                                   ---------------------

         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

                                                            108

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

