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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Welcome to the

          3  City Council Finance Committee.

          4                 My name is David Weprin, I chair the

          5  Committee. Today's agenda includes a number of

          6  items.

          7                 First, this Committee will be

          8  conducting its second hearing on the establishment

          9  of the Bay Ridge Fifth Avenue BID in the Borough of

         10  Brooklyn.

         11                 Second, we will be voting on three

         12  property tax resolutions. Historically these

         13  resolutions are adopted at the same time we vote on

         14  the budget, which in the case of the Fiscal Year '07

         15  budget would have been on the late evening of June

         16  29th.

         17                 However, subsequent to the June 29th

         18  vote, we realized that two of these items had been

         19  inadvertently omitted and not included on the

         20  Finance agenda for such date.

         21                 Therefore, today we will be

         22  reconsidering all three tax-fixing resolutions,

         23  which continue to leave the average property tax

         24  rate unchanged.

         25                 Our last piece of legislation is a

                                                            5

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  preconsidered Land Use item that will provide a

          3  40-year property tax exemption for the Innis Francis

          4  Houses, a 231-unit complex subsidized by the federal

          5  Section 8 Program, located in the Borough of

          6  Manhattan.

          7                 This tax exemption is part of the

          8  financing package approved by HPD, and will continue

          9  to help make these units affordable. It is my

         10  understanding that Council Member Dickens, in whose

         11  district the complex is located, supports our

         12  approval of the tax exemption.

         13                 I am pleased to announce that David

         14  Pechefsky, where is David? Somewhere here. In the

         15  front row. Has once again joined the City Council

         16  Finance staff, and will continue to advise the

         17  Council on housing matters, along with Anthony

         18  Brido. Is Anthony Brido? Oh, Anthony Brido. One of

         19  the newest members of Council Finance staff.

         20                 And I am certain either one of them

         21  will be able to answer any questions you may have

         22  regarding the tax exemption.

         23                 I'm also pleased to announce that we

         24  have a new staffer, Tenetia Turnbull. Tenetia, right

         25  here, who has joined the Council Finance Committee
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          2  as Assistant Counsel to Anne Brown, our Counsel, who

          3  is walking around handing out agendas.

          4                 As mentioned earlier, today's hearing

          5  will be the second hearing on Intro. No. 347, the

          6  local law to establish the Bay Ridge Fifth Avenue

          7  BID in the Borough of Brooklyn.

          8                 On June 13th, 2006. This Committee

          9  held the opening hearing on this intro and gave all

         10  those interested in the establishment of the BID an

         11  opportunity to appear.

         12                 We then adjourned the hearing for the

         13  statutorily mandated 30-day objection period. We

         14  will hear from Small Business Services, but it is my

         15  understanding that no objections were filed.

         16  Therefore, if we can answer the following four

         17  questions affirmatively, we may adopt the local law

         18  establishing the BID.

         19                 The four questions we must be

         20  prepared to answer are:

         21                 1) Were all notices of hearings for

         22  all hearings required to be held published and

         23  mailed as required by law and otherwise sufficient?

         24                 2) Does all the real property within

         25  the district boundaries benefit from the
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          2  establishment of the district, except as otherwise

          3  provided by the law?

          4                 3) Is all real property benefitted by

          5  the district included within the district? And

          6                 4) Is the establishment of the

          7  district in the best interest of the public?

          8                 If the Committee finds in the

          9  affirmative on these four questions and the number

         10  of objections required to prevent the creation of

         11  the BID were not filed, then the legislation can be

         12  adopted.

         13                 Council Member Gentile, in whose

         14  district the BID is located, is in strong support of

         15  its establishment, and I'll call on him in a minute

         16  to make a statement, if he chooses.

         17                 In the meantime, let me introduce the

         18  members of the Committee that are here. We have

         19  Council Member Peter Vallone, Jr., from Queens,

         20  Council Member Helen Sears from Queens, Council

         21  Member Oliver Koppell from the Bronx, Council Member

         22  Jim Gennaro from Queens, and Council Member Lew

         23  Fidler from Brooklyn.

         24                 I'll now call upon Council Member

         25  Gentile for a statement, if you like.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          3  Mr. Chairman. And I'll be very brief because I've

          4  spoken on the Bay Ridge Business Improvement

          5  District in this proposal.

          6                 I have worked very closely with the

          7  organizers of this BID. They've worked very hard and

          8  they've covered the district very, very well, with

          9  all the merchants, and I believe there are 320

         10  properties involved here.

         11                 And it really represents a real

         12  opportunity for all of southwest Brooklyn, because

         13  this BID will connect going from 65th Street to 85th

         14  Street along Fifth Avenue, will connect the Sunset

         15  Park BID to the 86th Street BID and in between will

         16  be the new Fifth Avenue BID.

         17                 So, once this BID is created, we

         18  potentially could have BIDs in a large part of

         19  southwest Brooklyn, and that can only be good news

         20  and for good things ahead for our area in that part

         21  of Brooklyn.

         22                 So, Mr. Chairman, I strongly support

         23  this, and ask my colleagues to do the same.

         24                 I think you'll find out shortly that

         25  I am not the only Bay Ridge native on this
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          2  Committee.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I'm waiting with

          4  baited breath.

          5                 We'll now hear from George Glatter

          6  from the Department of Small Business Services,

          7  Intro. 347.

          8                 We've been joined by Council Member

          9  Robert Jackson from Manhattan, looking nice and

         10  summary.

         11                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Good

         12  afternoon, Chairman Weprin, members of the City

         13  Council Finance Committee. I'm George Glatter,

         14  Assistant Commissioner at the Department of Small

         15  Business Services.

         16                 As required by law, the Bay Ridge

         17  Fifth Avenue BID Steering Committee mailed the

         18  summary of the City Council resolution to each owner

         19  of real property within the proposed district at the

         20  address shown at the latest City assessment roll, or

         21  to such other persons as are registered within the

         22  City to receive tax bills concerning real property

         23  within the district, and to tenants of each building

         24  within the proposed district.

         25                 In addition, SBS arranged for the
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          2  required publication of a copy of the summary of the

          3  resolution in the City Record.

          4                 We are pleased to report on the

          5  results of the objections filed with the City Clerk

          6  against the establishment of the proposed Bay Ridge

          7  Business Improvement District.

          8                 At the conclusion of the objection

          9  period, 5:00 p.m. on July 12th, 2006, and taking

         10  into consideration any objections postmarked by that

         11  date, no objections were filed.

         12                 Our review concluded that the level

         13  of objections filed in terms of either the number of

         14  property owners or the percentage of assessed

         15  valuation is within the acceptable threshold needed

         16  to advance the bill for a favorable consideration by

         17  the full City Council.

         18                 SBS requests the City Council having

         19  determined that the four questions that are required

         20  be answered in the affirmative of Section 25/407 of

         21  the City Administrative Code, one that the notice of

         22  hearing for all hearings required to be held was

         23  published and mailed as required by law.

         24                 Two, that except as otherwise

         25  provided by the law, all the real property within
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          2  the boundaries of the district will benefit from the

          3  establishment of the district.

          4                 Three, that all real property

          5  benefitted is included within the limits of the

          6  district; and

          7                 Four, that the establishment of this

          8  district is in the public interest, approve the

          9  establishment of the Bay Ridge Fifth Avenue BID in

         10  Brooklyn.

         11                 The Department of Small Business

         12  Services fully support the establishment of the Bay

         13  Ridge BID.

         14                 In our judgment, the BID will improve

         15  business conditions and the quality of life on Fifth

         16  Avenue, making it a better place to live, work and

         17  visit, and laying the groundwork for further

         18  neighborhood development activities.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Glatter. We've been joined by a few more colleagues.

         22                 We have Council Member Gale Brewer

         23  from Manhattan, Council Member Albert Vann from

         24  Brooklyn, and Council Member Maria Baez from the

         25  Bronx.
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          2                 Any questions for Mr. Glatter?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Mr. Chairman?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I just want

          6  to add my thanks to Small Business Services. They

          7  did a phenomenal job in working with Fifth Avenue

          8  BID Committee to put this together. So, really

          9  you're to be commended publicly and keep up the good

         10  work, really.

         11                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Thank

         12  you, Council member. They really have been a

         13  terrific group to work with. Nothing that we've

         14  asked they didn't get to us almost immediately.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council Member

         17  Koppell, we're about to vote and I need you for a

         18  quorum, if you could just stay.

         19                 Okay, I'm now going to couple Intro.

         20  347, three preconsidered resolutions on the property

         21  tax fixing, and the preconsidered Land Use item, if

         22  you could call the roll.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Just a brief

         13  comment, with your leave, Mr. Chairman.

         14                 You mentioned Bay Ridge native,

         15  others here, and I'm a Bay Ridge native by marriage.

         16                 I vote aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         19  explain my vote.

         20                 I vote aye on all, but I have a

         21  comment.

         22                 Well, I am a native Bay Ridger, and I

         23  want to say that I commend Councilman Gentile,

         24  because to have a BID there is very essential, it's

         25  very wonderful, and it's great for that district.

                                                            14

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 So, thank you for doing that. And I

          3  vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No on the

         16  preconsidered resolutions.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Tax fixing. Aye on

         18  the others?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes on the

         20  others.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 14 in the

         22  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

         23  all items have been adopted, with the exception of

         24  preconsidered resolutions, which were adopted by a

         25  vote of 13 in the affirmative, one in the negative

                                                            15

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  and no abstentions.

          3                 Council Members, please sign the

          4  Committee reports. Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Gallagher.

          6                 (Not using microphone.)

          7                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you,

          8  members. Please sign the Committee reports. Other

          9  than that, we're going to be adjourned and I'm going

         10  to keep the roll open for those members that are

         11  around the building for the Stated Meeting.

         12                 Other than that we're adjourned.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all. I

         15  was in a meeting next door.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. And

         18  I'd like to vote yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         20  DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote in the

         23  Committee on Finance now stands at 18 in the

         24  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, with the exception of two preconsidered
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          2  resolutions and preconsidered M with companion

          3  preconsidered resolution. Now standing at a vote of

          4  16 in the affirmative, two in the negative and no

          5  abstentions.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 12:13 p.m.)
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