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          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Good morning, but

          3  I'm going to amend it to good afternoon.  I

          4  apologize sincerely for the delay. It was technical

          5  difficulties beyond my control, and the Members'

          6  control, so I do apologize for that.

          7                 My name is David Weprin.  I Chair the

          8  City Council Finance Committee.  Today, we will

          9  consider three pieces of legislation.  The first,

         10  Intro. 420, extends the boundaries of the Village

         11  Alliance BID in the Borough of Manhattan.  In 1993,

         12  the Council enacted legislation to establish a

         13  Village Alliance BID. Since that time, the area has

         14  become a mecca for tourists who visit the area's

         15  local restaurants, village side retail shops, and

         16  regional and national chain store operations.  The

         17  proposed Local Law would extend the district to

         18  include an additional 313 properties and 430

         19  commercial and retail businesses, and would provide

         20  the same level of sanitation, security, business

         21  promotion, and marketing services that the district

         22  currently provides.  On August 16, of this year, the

         23  Council passed pre- considered Reso. 472, setting

         24  today as the first public hearing date.

         25                 Today, we'll hear from those who may
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          2  be affected by the extension of the BID, who wish to

          3  speak.  And then, we will adjourn until the

          4  statutory 30- day objection period has run, before

          5  we actually vote on the Local Law.  At the end of

          6  the objection period, we must be prepared to answer

          7  the following four questions in the affirmative, or

          8  we cannot approve the extension.  The four questions

          9  we must be prepared to answer are:

         10                 Number one.  Were all notices of

         11  hearings for all hearings required to be held,

         12  published and mailed as required by law, and

         13  otherwise sufficient?

         14                 Two, does all the real property

         15  within the boundaries of the extension benefit from

         16  the extension of the district, except as otherwise

         17  provided by the BID Law?

         18                 Three, is all real property

         19  benefitted by the extension included within the

         20  boundaries of the extension?

         21                 And four, is the extension of the

         22  district in the best interest of the public?

         23                 If the Committee can answer these

         24  four questions affirmatively, and the requisite

         25  number of property owners do not object to the
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          2  extension during the next 30 days, then the

          3  legislation can be adopted.  The New York City

          4  Comptroller Bill Thompson, supports the extension of

          5  the Village Alliance BID, and has submitted a letter

          6  of support.

          7                 In addition to the BID legislation,

          8  we are also considering two pre- considered land use

          9  items, which will provide tax exemptions for the

         10  construction of low- income housing.

         11                 The first, the A. Malcolm Senior

         12  Residences, located in Council Member Larry

         13  Seabrook's district, in the Bronx, is an eight-

         14  story elevated building that will provide 35 units

         15  of rental housing for elderly persons of low income.

         16    Council Member Seabrook supports this project.

         17                 The second, the Atlantic Avenue

         18  Residences, located in Council Member Erik Dilan's

         19  district in Brooklyn, will consist of 41 units of

         20  limited- equity, cooperative, and condominium

         21  housing.  These homes will only be available to low-

         22  income families.  Council Member Dilan supports this

         23  project.

         24                 We will now hear from George Glatter

         25  (phonetic) from the Department of Small Business
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          2  Services, regarding the extension of the Village

          3  Alliance BID.  Then we'll hear from representatives

          4  from the Council Finance Committee, who will be able

          5  to answer any questions regarding the two referrals

          6  from Land Use.

          7                 I will also introduce my colleagues

          8  that are here. We have Council Member Peter Vallone

          9  Jr., from Queens; Council Member Helen Sears, from

         10  Queens; Council Member Bill deBlasio, from Brooklyn;

         11  Council Member Gale Brewer, from Manhattan; Council

         12  Member Dennis Gallagher, on the far right,

         13  appropriately, from Queens; Council Member Oliver

         14  Koppell, from the Bronx; and on my immediate left,

         15  is Tanisha Turnbull, who is the Acting Counsel to

         16  the Finance Committee, in the absence of Ann Brown,

         17  who is on maternity leave.

         18                 Mr. Glatter.  We also have a number

         19  of people that are going to be testifying, but I

         20  also have a long list of Members that are  -- or of

         21  individuals that have waived the right to speak, but

         22  have indicated support for the BID, and they were

         23  here earlier, and some are still here.  And I'll

         24  just read those names quickly. Maratta Kinsey

         25  (phonetic); William Bergman; Thomas Earlwick
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          2  (phonetic); Bill Abramson; Douglas Gross; Rick

          3  Beltz; Michael Winston; Christine Shakespeare;

          4  Marcia Maxwell; Jim Chulton (phonetic); Richard

          5  Dodd; Margarie Black; Patrick Trentalin; Mark

          6  Sonemborne (phonetic); oh, Monique.  Well, Mark or

          7  Monique.  I'm not sure;  Michael Levine; Arlene

          8  Goldman; Natalie Lippman; Patricia Grennono

          9  (phonetic); Cindy Tobacco; and Adam Liechtenstein.

         10                 Mr. Glatter, if you could introduce

         11  your panel with you.

         12                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Yes,

         13  I'll let them introduce themselves.  I'm George

         14  Glatter, Assistant Commissioner of the Department of

         15  Small Business Services.

         16                 MS. KLEIN: I'm Honi Klein, the

         17  Executive Director of the Village Alliance.

         18                 MR. DRESNER: I'm Martin  --

         19                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes, the light

         20  has to be off to be on.  It's a City Council thing.

         21                 Just say your name again.

         22                 MR. FELDER: Bill Felder.

         23                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Good

         24  afternoon, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Finance

         25  Committee.  Again, I'm George Glatter, Assistant
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          2  Commissioner at the Department of Small Business

          3  Services.

          4                 SBS supports the extension of the

          5  Village Alliance Business Improvement District, in

          6  the Borough of Manhattan. Geographically, the

          7  extended BID includes properties on Sixth Avenue,

          8  from Fourth Street, the south side of West 12th

          9  Street on the west side of the street, and to West

         10  13th Street, on the east side.  Both sides of

         11  University Place, from the north side of East Ninth

         12  Street to the south side of 13th Street.  Both sides

         13  of Broadway from the north side of East Ninth Street

         14  to the south side of 10th Street.  And both sides of

         15  Eight Street, from Sixth Avenue to Second Avenue,

         16  including Astor Place, between Broadway and Fourth

         17  Avenue.

         18                 Services to be provided in the

         19  extended BID district include: Supplemental

         20  sanitation, graffiti removal, public safety,

         21  marketing and promotion, community outreach,

         22  consultants, administration, and other services that

         23  may be required for the promotion and enhancement of

         24  the district.

         25                 Capital improvements may include:
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          2  Sidewalk amenities to identify, enhance, and

          3  beautify the district.  And street and sidewalk

          4  amenities to improve pedestrian circulation and

          5  safety.

          6                 The Village Alliance District

          7  Management Association will manage the extended

          8  district.  The budget for the first year of

          9  operation in the extended district is $735,000.

         10                 As required by law, the Village

         11  Alliance BID Extension Steering Committee, mailed

         12  the summary of the City Council Resolution to each

         13  owner of real property within the proposed district

         14  at the address shown on the latest City assessment

         15  roll; to such other persons who are registered with

         16  the City to receive tax bills concerning real

         17  property within the district; and to tenants of each

         18  building within the proposed district.

         19                 In addition, SBS arranged for a

         20  publication of a copy of the summary of the

         21  resolution at least once in the City Record.  Thank

         22  you very much Mr. Chairman.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         24  Glatter.

         25                 MS. KLEIN: Good afternoon, Mr.
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          2  Chairman, and Members of the Committee.  Again, my

          3  name is Honi Klein, and I'm the Executive Director

          4  of the Village Alliance Business Improvement

          5  District. The proposal to extend the BID was

          6  initiated by property owners, business owners, and

          7  residents who had seen the improvements in the

          8  Village Alliance, and wanted to be a part of the

          9  BID.  Our outreach program consisted of ten meetings

         10  with property owners, merchants, and residents; over

         11  20 informational mailings; and approximately 300

         12  phone calls to prospective constituents.  In

         13  addition, the Village Alliance conducted an on- site

         14  survey of the area, to determine the needs of the

         15  area.

         16                 Support for the BID extension is

         17  strong.  In addition, it has the unanimous support

         18  of Community Board Two; newspapers, the Villager and

         19  the Observer; and from our City Council Members,

         20  Alan Gerson  --  where is he?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Welcome.

         22                 MS. KLEIN: Okay.  Alan, Speaker

         23  Quinn; and Rosie Mendez.

         24                 What are the most significant

         25  achievements in the Village Alliance?  And why do
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          2  property owners, business owners, and residents want

          3  to share in the benefits?  One, because we have an

          4  outstanding record on street maintenance, including,

          5  but not limited to, graffiti removal from building

          6  surrounds and street furniture, in addition to the

          7  sweeping, cleaning, and bagging of sidewalk litter

          8  daily; and currently, I'm very proud to say that we

          9  are sponsoring the program to remove the acid

         10  graffiti from storefront windows.  Two, because the

         11  BID sponsored a facade renovation program that

         12  included new or refurbished signage, security based

         13  and awnings.  For businesses located in the

         14  Greenwich Village historic district, the Village

         15  Alliance prepared a master plan to facilitate

         16  approval of the Landmark Preservation Commission

         17  rules and regulations.  Because six years ago, the

         18  Village Alliance reconfigured Eighth Street from

         19  Sixth Avenue to Broadway.  It included the widening

         20  of the sidewalks, installation of new granite curbs,

         21  new street furniture, installation of the first on-

         22  street muni meters in the City that produced 18

         23  percent more parking, the installation of 37

         24  historic lamp posts, replacing the 18 City- owned

         25  light ones, and the installation of 50 new trees,
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          2  where none existed before.

          3                 The new streetscape created a more

          4  pedestrian friendly, and attractive environment for

          5  all those who live, work, study, or visit the

          6  district.

          7                 And lastly, because the Village

          8  Alliance promotes the district with a website that

          9  champions the Greenwich Village historic district,

         10  and the unique businesses and attractions in the

         11  area.  Our annual promotions and promotional

         12  publications include the annual Greenwich Village

         13  Coupon Book, which I've asked to be distributed to

         14  all of you, and we hope to see you shopping there.

         15  Our annual discount book, which I just mentioned.

         16  Outdoor information booths, free walking tours,

         17  holiday lights and decorations, a destination

         18  brochure, seasonal floral plantings, and the self-

         19  guided walk of fame brochure, that I see some of you

         20  looking through now, which has gotten phenomenal

         21  response.  All of these signature events are

         22  designed to attract shoppers and to make the area

         23  competitive with other retail centers in our

         24  immediate trading area.

         25                 In terms of the business composition
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          2  of the proposed extension, there is a pronounced

          3  similarity between what is, and what will be.  In

          4  size, the retail shops range from small to medium,

          5  and in many instances, represent a single owner.

          6  And the shopping experience is more neighborhood.

          7  In other words, it is more local in nature, with

          8  regional and national chains less in evidence,

          9  except for the banks, supermarkets, drug stores, and

         10  electronic outlets.

         11                 The population served by the Village

         12  Alliance now, and with the BID extension, is also

         13  similar.  Resident co- ops abound, above most of the

         14  ground- floor commercial and retail tenants.  And

         15  the neighborhood, on a whole, is populated with

         16  dorms and classrooms for students from NYU, Cardoza,

         17  the New School, and Cooper Union.

         18                 So what do the constituents that we

         19  are going to be adding to our district want?  They

         20  want cleaner sidewalks, a better looking

         21  streetscape, and a more positive identity for the

         22  area.

         23                 We have proved it all.  Due to an

         24  increase in pedestrian activity in the district, the

         25  BID will immediately address the following:
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          2  Providing more and better litter cans; institution

          3  of graffiti removal program; explore the

          4  installation of muni meters to provide much needed

          5  parking in the area; and in consolation with those

          6  in the district, design a plan to enhance the visual

          7  and business experience for all those living,

          8  visiting the BID.

          9                 The enhanced Village Alliance will

         10  now represent the central core of Greenwich Village,

         11  and as such, it will be cleaner, safer, and more

         12  attractive for all those in the district.

         13                 The Village Alliance is situated in a

         14  world- classic, historic neighborhood that

         15  encompasses Washington Square Park, the Jefferson

         16  Market Library and Garden, and five institutions of

         17  higher learning, that in their own right, are world

         18  class too.

         19                 The extended BID boundaries will now

         20  add to the overall urban experience in what is truly

         21  and exciting neighborhood of small shops, unique

         22  fashions, specialty food restaurants, cafes, and

         23  bistros.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 MARTIN DRESNER: I just want to
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          2  reiterate, my name is Martin Dresner, and I sit on

          3  the Board of the Village Alliance, as its current

          4  President, since 2003.  I also wear another hat.  I

          5  represent one of the owners in the district, for 770

          6  Broadway, which is a 1.3 million square foot

          7  building in the current BID.

          8                 Vornado owns and operates many

          9  buildings, and we're involved in a lot of BIDs, and

         10  over the years, I've seen the positive affect BIDs

         11  have had on communities.  I feel that the Village

         12  Alliance has been effective in providing services to

         13  the current constituency, and with the suggestion of

         14  several businesses, as Honi mentioned, owners in the

         15  extension that you are now considering today, we

         16  want to be able to extend those services to the

         17  greater village community.  Thank you very much.

         18                 MR. FELDER: My name is Bill Felder,

         19  and I'm a property owner in the proposed extension

         20  of the BID.  My family has owned the building at 20

         21  East Tenth Street, which is a 12- story apartment

         22  house with ten retail stores, on the southeast

         23  corner of Tenth and University Place.

         24                 I take a great pride in my property,

         25  and greater pride in the neighborhood.  And it
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          2  distresses me to come down on a weekend and see

          3  garbage pails overflowing, and graffiti- marked

          4  buildings.  I think what the BID has accomplished in

          5  the present area would be a welcome addition to my

          6  little part of Greenwich Village, and my experience

          7  with BIDs has been always positive.  My office was

          8  located at one time, in the Grand Central

          9  Partnership, and is now located in the Fashion BID.

         10  And so I've seen the difference that they can make

         11  in terms of garbage removal, graffiti removal, and

         12  the extra little bit of security that the people

         13  provide.

         14                 And for all of these reasons, and

         15  ones that have been reiterated before, I firmly

         16  support the extension of the BID. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         18  much.  I know Council Member Gerson has another

         19  meeting, and wanted to make a comment, and to vote.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         21  much Madam Acting Chair.  First of all, to my

         22  colleagues, I whole- heartedly endorse the proposed

         23  extension, and expansion of the boundaries of this

         24  Village Alliance Business Improvement District.  I

         25  have  -- I should note that the proposed expansions
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          2  actually lie within the districts of Speaker Quinn

          3  and Council Member Mendez, but a significant part of

          4  the overall Business Improvement District, I'll

          5  proudly claim it to be the core, lies within the

          6  Council District I represent.  This is kind of like

          7  our equivalent of the TriState area.  This is where

          8  the three Council Districts come together.

          9                 But I've had the privilege of working

         10  with the Village Alliance BID, and its Executive

         11  Director, Honi Klein, for many, many years now,

         12  going back to my days as Chair and being member of

         13  the Community Board Number Two, and I could affirm

         14  that there are no other organizations or efforts

         15  which have so directly, so dramatically contributed

         16  to the improvement of community conditions as this

         17  organization.  They have carried on in the best

         18  interests of their members, but also of the

         19  community at large. And they have made a difference.

         20    They continue to make a difference.  And if we

         21  approve this expansion, they'll be facilitated to

         22  make an even greater difference over a greater area.

         23                 So I urge you to give you this your

         24  favorable consideration and your support.  And I

         25  congratulate Ms. Klein and the members of the BID
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          2  for all your excellent work.

          3                 And at this time, Madam Acting Chair,

          4  I would  --

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: The Chair is

          6  back.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: The Chair is

          8  back.  Well that's always a good thing.  Although

          9  you were in very good hands. I can assure you.

         10                 I had requested permission to vote on

         11  all matters pending before the Committee, because I

         12  have a Board of Standards and Appeals meeting to

         13  attend.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: So ordered.

         15                 : Permission to vote on all matters

         16  before the Committee.  I have a meeting that was

         17  supposed to happen ten minutes ago.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay.  First,

         19  Council Member Gerson, how do you vote?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I vote aye on

         21  all matters pending.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council Member

         23  Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all

         25  matters.  Thank you Mr. Chair.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We've been joined

          3  by Council Member Vincent Gentile, from Brooklyn.

          4                 Any questions for the panelists?

          5                 Seeing none, call the roll on these

          6  two Land Use items.

          7                 All right.  Please bear with us for a

          8  minute.

          9                 Okay, we're going to have a roll call

         10  on the two coupled Land Use items.  Just on the two

         11  coupled land use items. And as I said before, we're

         12  going to adjourn the consideration on the BID for 30

         13  days, and then have a vote sometime after 30 days.

         14                 Call the roll please.

         15                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Council Member

         16  Weprin.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         18                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: (no response

         20  heard)

         21                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         23                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Comrie voted aye.

         25  He voted and I gave him permission.  He had to

                                                            21

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  leave.

          3                 COMMITTEE CLERK: DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DE BLASIO: Aye on all.

          5                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          7                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          9                 COMMITTEE CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON: Aye.

         11                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         13                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         15                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Vallone.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: (no response

         17  heard)

         18                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very

         24  much.  I'd like to vote yes.

         25                 COMMITTEE CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

          3                 I'm going to leave the roll open to

          4  those members that are in the next room, and around

          5  and about, including Members of the Rules Committee,

          6  and the Chair, Chair Reyna.

          7                 COMMITTEE CLERK: In a vote of 14 in

          8  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          9  abstentions.  All items are adopted. Council Members

         10  please sign the Committee Reports.  Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

         12                 Other than that, we're adjourned.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 1:25 p.m.)
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