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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: This is the June

          3  29th Land Use Committee meeting. We are not only

          4  going to take up an item passed up from the

          5  Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and

          6  Maritime Uses, we also have a local law that we have

          7  to have a short hearing on.

          8                 This local law will make the

          9  requirements of the non-subsidized private bus

         10  companies, which there are two of in the City of New

         11  York, one is in Simcha Felder's district, the other

         12  one of the buses to the planes. I don't know what

         13  line that is, the buses that go to the planes. And

         14  both of them are private bus companies which do not

         15  get any subsidies from the City.

         16                 The subsidized bus companies require

         17  a one-day notice in order to extend the operating

         18  agreement in order for the agency to hold a hearing.

         19  It's a one-day notice. This is going to make the

         20  unsubsidized bus companies consistent with that, and

         21  lower the requirement of the days from 15 to one

         22  day.

         23                 Now, I know this will shock everyone

         24  in the room, but the operating authority agreement

         25  is up tomorrow, and, so, the law is quite timely
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          2  today for us to pass out. It's going to Land Use

          3  because we got this only a few days ago, and we

          4  wanted to be able to accommodate the Administration

          5  by having this hearing today so that the bus

          6  companies can continue operating. So, I understand

          7  we have two to testify, Howard Altschuler from the

          8  Department of Transportation, and Jai Therattil,

          9  Assistant Commissioner. Welcome.

         10                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ALTSCHULER: Good

         11  morning, Chairperson Katz and members of the Land

         12  Use Committee. My name is Howard Altschuler, and I'm

         13  Deputy Commissioner for Procurement, Technology and

         14  Passenger Transport for the Department of

         15  Transportation. I'd like to thank you for the

         16  opportunity to be here today to discuss our

         17  preconsidered bill to amend the City Charter, to

         18  allow for an abbreviated public notice period for

         19  the Franchise Concession and Review Committee

         20  hearing.

         21                 The operating authority of two

         22  unsubsidized bus services is set to expire tomorrow.

         23  Private One of New York, LLC, which transports

         24  approximately one million passengers annually from

         25  Grand Central Station to LaGuardia and/or Kennedy
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          2  Airports, and Private Transportation Corporation,

          3  Bus Route B-110, which transports approximately

          4  500,000 passengers annually between Williamsburg and

          5  Borough Park in Brooklyn.

          6                 DOT, with the approval of the FCRC,

          7  is authorized to extend the operating authority of

          8  these non-subsidized private bus companies until

          9  June 30th, 2007, pursuant to Local Law 28 of 2004.

         10                 However, before the FCRC can give its

         11  approval to extend the operating authority, they

         12  must hold a public hearing.

         13                 This local law would simply allow for

         14  an abbreviated public notice period, so that the

         15  hearing could be held before the operating authority

         16  expires.

         17                 The continuation of these franchises

         18  will maintain the City's transportation network and

         19  promote public interest, enhance the health, welfare

         20  and safety of the public and stimulate commerce by

         21  ensuring continued availability of the unsubsidized

         22  private bus services.

         23                 This bill will ensure that these bus

         24  services will be able to continue to operate beyond

         25  June 30th.
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          2                 I ask the Council's expeditious

          3  support on this preconsidered bill, and I would like

          4  to thank you for the opportunity to testify today.

          5  If you have any questions, I would be happy to take

          6  them.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: There are some

          8  colleagues that have to go to other hearings. I'm

          9  going to request my colleagues' indulgence by saying

         10  that I understand everybody's needs to go somewhere.

         11  So, I will ask you to vote now only if you truly

         12  need to go. I know that Councilman Rivera and

         13  Councilman Arroyo, and Councilwoman Mendez need to

         14  vote now, so if you can do that, that would be

         15  great.

         16                 Are there questions from Committee

         17  members? And, again, I'm going to ask the

         18  Committee's indulgence, please, only if you need to.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair. I have a Committee on Aging and

         21  Committee on Health hearing going on on the 16th

         22  floor, so I vote yes on all.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         25  much, Madam Chair.

                                                            8

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 I just want to thank you for the

          3  opportunity to vote early in advance, because we do

          4  have to get back upstairs to our hearings on Health

          5  and Aging, so I vote yes on all items on today's

          6  calendar.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: For the record,

          8  you're voting on two items. One was the item Axis

          9  from Landmarks, and also this one.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair. This is very difficult times, everybody

         13  is juggling a lot of schedules, and I appreciate the

         14  opportunity to vote, and be able to do my next

         15  activity. I vote aye on both matters. Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

         17  Palma.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you for

         19  the opportunity. I vote aye on both items.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         21                 Councilman Garodnick has questions.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you

         23  very much, Madam Chair.

         24                 I am going to vote aye on the Intro

         25  to allow for one-day notice period in this
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          2  situation. Although, I just wanted to confirm that

          3  this is only applicable to the two unsubsidized bus

          4  services; is that correct?

          5                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ALTSCHULER:

          6  That's correct.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: And this is

          8  a law that will allow you for a one-day notice in

          9  this circumstance, but it will also allow you for a

         10  one-day notice in all future circumstances; is that

         11  right? Or is this just a one-time deal?

         12                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ALTSCHULER: No,

         13  it's just this.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: And have

         15  you already noticed the hearing for -- this is

         16  expiring tomorrow?

         17                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ALTSCHULER: Yes,

         18  the ad should be in today's City Record.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Okay. I

         20  guess my only reaction to all this is that I tend to

         21  think that one-day notice periods as a rule are not

         22  nearly enough to give the public any meaningful

         23  opportunity to comment, and even if this does bring

         24  it in line with the subsidized bus services, I think

         25  that perhaps we should be considering ways to
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          2  broaden rather than shrink the notice periods as a

          3  matter of public policy, but understanding we have a

          4  situation here that I'm going to vote aye today.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

          6  Felder, whose district this affects.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you.

          8                 Just to follow up, I'm not sure that

          9  I understand what's going on.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: That's why they're

         11  here.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: So, if you can

         13  just briefly explain why you're here I would

         14  appreciate it.

         15                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ALTSCHULER:

         16  Normally the FCRC rules require a public notice of

         17  15 calendar -- I'm sorry, 15 business days prior to

         18  the hearing.

         19                 The franchise, as you know, or the

         20  FCRC Authority for the franchise expires tomorrow.

         21  In the recent few months new procedures for the FCRC

         22  have gone into effect, and one of those requires the

         23  submission of Vendex documents from the proposed

         24  franchisee.

         25                 Getting those documents through the
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          2  process from the operator, through DOI, just took us

          3  longer than we expected to take, and we ended up

          4  getting the notice from DOI after the ability to put

          5  the ad in for 15 days.

          6                 So, we are here to ask for a

          7  shortened period so that we can still hold t he FCRC

          8  hearing and continue to operate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: So, let me see

         10  if I understood what you said. Normally you would

         11  have 15 days notice?

         12                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ALTSCHULER:

         13  Fifteen business days.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Fifteen

         15  business days. And those, the notice starts after

         16  you get everything else. But since you didn't have

         17  everything else til now, you're asking for to be

         18  able to do one day --

         19                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ALTSCHULER: We

         20  have to be able to make a responsibility --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Right. Now, in

         22  theory, I just want to know what would have happened

         23  if you didn't have it today?

         24                 What would happen if you didn't have

         25  whatever you needed today?
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          2                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ALTSCHULER: The

          3  authority would expire. And the bus would have to

          4  stop.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: That's very

          6  interesting.

          7                 So, that means somehow automatically

          8  it will always get done at least a day before,

          9  right?

         10                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ALTSCHULER: I

         11  don't think I would make that leap, no.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I'm not

         13  opposed to it. I'm just curious because there are

         14  some people who think I don't know what I'm doing.

         15  And I don't want to give you the whole list of those

         16  people. So, I figure that at least one time in my

         17  life, I'm going to find out what's going on. That's

         18  all.

         19                 Anyway, I just want to mention to the

         20  Chair that I'm very much in favor of extending

         21  whatever courtesy that we do, because one of the

         22  companies does provide a very, very important

         23  service to many people who live in my district, as

         24  well as Council Member Yassky, and other districts

         25  by providing a source of transportation directly
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          2  from Borough Park to Williamsburg back and forth, I

          3  think they charge whatever the bus companies charge.

          4  In fact, they have an official route. It's called

          5  Bus Route B-110. So, I appreciate everything that

          6  the Chair can do to accommodate the Department, as

          7  well as the provider.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you, Council

          9  Member Lappin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Thank you,

         11  Madam Chair.

         12                 I just wanted to echo Council Member

         13  Garodnick's concern. And the issue for me is we're

         14  coming up on the 4th of July holiday weekend, so not

         15  having buses running to the airports over the

         16  holiday weekend would be a major transportation

         17  problem for the City.

         18                 But that said, I don't like the idea

         19  of not giving public the opportunity to really

         20  comment and participate in hearings, and one-day

         21  notice doesn't really allow for that. So, I just

         22  wanted to state that on the record.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         24                 Any other questions? Comments? No?

         25                 Council Member Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 I just wanted to add my sentiment to

          5  that of Council Member Lappin and Council Member

          6  Garodnick. I would like to make sure that in the

          7  future, given the bureaucratic hoops that one must

          8  go through, if you find that you're in a position

          9  that would bring you down to the wire like this,

         10  that you would call out for help a lot sooner.

         11                 I mean, it would be important that

         12  Council Member Felder's Office be aware that you're

         13  in this process and what the challenges have been.

         14  We don't want to set a precedent where the public

         15  doesn't have an opportunity to inform us, whatever

         16  concerns they may have. And you do provide a

         17  valuable service to our City. That's clear. However,

         18  we have to be, as a body, conscious of the precedent

         19  that we set. And we wouldn't want to see this

         20  situation be repeated. And we wouldn't want to see

         21  other providers in our City start coming to us now,

         22  you know, now that they're down to the wire

         23  requiring of us to make these types of snap

         24  decisions without having the benefit of having some

         25  input from the public so that we have all sides of
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          2  the conversation heard.

          3                 Having said that, Madam Chair, I just

          4  wanted to, for the record, make sure that Council

          5  Member Simcha Felder is totally in the loop, that he

          6  never comes to a hearing where he has to get clarity

          7  at that point in time. We rely on him as a body, who

          8  is familiar with this service, to be able to inform

          9  us oftentimes, of what's going on, and if he were in

         10  the loop, knowing what was happening with you and

         11  Vendex, and I know that can be an onerous task, he

         12  may have been able to provide some guidance, and I

         13  think that's important for us to know and to keep

         14  abreast of when we come to a hearing like this.

         15                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         17  Congressmember Clarke.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Any other --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Oh, I mean

         20  Council Member.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Any other questions

         22  or comments?

         23                 I would like to point out to the

         24  Committee that the Administration is going to have

         25  to come back. This operating authority is only good
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          2  til June 30th, 2007. So at that time we are going to

          3  be able to take another look on making the

          4  assumption that the Administration will be more in

          5  the loop with the Council, and then we'll try to

          6  move forward in a more timely basis, as we move

          7  forward.

          8                 But in this particular case, I think

          9  it's a good joint effort between the Council and the

         10  Administration and make sure that the bus service

         11  continues where it's most needed.

         12                 So, I want to call the roll, and I

         13  want to do a motion to approve.

         14                 Both items. Not only this item, the

         15  local law, but also Axis's lease, 15 years,

         16  five-year extension. Thank you. And sign the

         17  Committee reports, please, before you go.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on both.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on both.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,

         24  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: You may. And I
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          2  assume you'll get the courtesy of your colleagues,

          3  as well. Please.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,

          5  it was just brought to my attention that my comments

          6  just recently made were not put on the record

          7  because my microphone wasn't on.

          8                 I just wanted to make sure that it is

          9  for the record that this is an unprecedented move,

         10  and we are doing this knowing that we need to make

         11  sure the process works a lot better next time.  We

         12  see this service as very valuable to our City,

         13  however, we see the need for public input just as

         14  valuable, and we also see the need for our colleague

         15  Simcha Felder to be 100 percent in the loop with any

         16  concerns that any provider that served his

         17  community, and by extension our City, that he is

         18  fully brought abreast of what challenges what any

         19  provider might be facing out there before we come

         20  down to the wire in trying to make a decision in a

         21  24-hour turn-around time.

         22                 Having said that, I'd like to also

         23  congratulate Council Member Sara Gonzalez.

         24                 She has handled the issue of access

         25  superbly. I think that the decision that has been
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          2  made will serve our City well and will provide for

          3  the growth in development of our business sector in

          4  a very formidable way, and I really appreciate the

          5  time and attention and care that she has taken to

          6  work with all parties to come to this resolution.

          7                 Having said that, I vote aye on both.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: And for the record,

          9  even though your microphone was not on, for the

         10  record, Simcha's was when he was talking about you.

         11                 Continue the roll, please.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Chair, I

         14  vote aye on both, and I would like to be granted

         15  permission to vote on all items that were on the

         16  calendar for the last recessed hearing.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: So granted.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Madam Chair,
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          2  permission to explain my vote quickly.

          3                 Notwithstanding all of the comments

          4  made by my colleagues, it was the question posed by

          5  Council Member Fidler -- Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Felder? Is it

          8  Simcha Felder?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Is that what

         11  it is?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Well, say it a

         13  few more times just to get --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Felder.

         15  Felder. Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Right.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Who got

         18  clarity to this issue, and I want to thank the

         19  Council member for doing that.

         20                 Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on

         23  both.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Simcha

          9  Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 17 in the

         12  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

         13  both items have been adopted. Council members,

         14  please sign the Committee reports.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I want to just

         17  point out that Councilman Gioia is not here. For

         18  those of you that don't know, as reported today in

         19  the New York Post, I think they had a daughter

         20  yesterday. Amelia. That is the reason he's not here,

         21  and we'll excuse him this time.

         22                 The meeting is adjourned.

         23                 Oh, we're opening the meeting of June

         24  29th of Land Use, and we're going to call the vote

         25  on the other items that we voted on last week I
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          2  guess, right?

          3                 Please, Billy.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: The prior items voted

          5  from last week's Land Use Committee now stand at 21

          6  in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero

          7  abstentions.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Can you please call

         10  Council Member Liu, since we reopened the meeting.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: John Liu votes aye

         13  on all. He just didn't have a microphone.

         14                 Meeting is now adjourned.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 12:00 p.m.)
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