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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We are going to start

          3  our ceremonials.

          4                 Council Member Mike McMahon of Staten

          5  Island, he has a presentation to make to two members

          6  of New York's finest, two Staten Island heroes Mike

          7  is going to tell us about, who are an honor to meet.

          8                 They, as Mike will tell us, took some

          9  very brave action without hesitation or thought that

         10  resulted in a really miraculous save in this City.

         11                 So, Council Member McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         13  Council Member Quinn. And on behalf of all of my

         14  colleagues in the City Council, I'm just waiting

         15  here for Council Member Oddo and Lanza, who will

         16  join me, in paying tribute to two Staten Islanders

         17  who have gone above and beyond the call of duty,

         18  Sergeant Brian Vaughn and Police Officer Brian

         19  Sheehy.

         20                 On March 23rd, in the morning of that

         21  day, a man who was clearly suffering from mental

         22  illness and deranged stabbed a woman in St. George

         23  and took the baby from that woman and ran down to

         24  the harbor and actually jumped into the water in an

         25  attempt to kill himself and to kill the child. And
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          2  Officer Sheehy with Sergeant Vaughn, without any

          3  concern or worry about their own safety, jumped into

          4  the water and got the baby out and be able to save

          5  that baby and give the baby an opportunity of life

          6  that it may not have had.

          7                 Somebody asked me why are we honoring

          8  them today, or why does the City Council do that,

          9  and quite simply, because you guys did something

         10  that we can't even comprehend, or even think about,

         11  to not even think about your own safety but to wear

         12  that blue uniform that you do every day with your

         13  badge and to jump into the harbor like that to save

         14  that child's life, you made us all very proud quite

         15  simply. So, I would ask you to come up and be

         16  honored by the New York City Council. With your

         17  families, too. Come on, everybody up.

         18                 We'll have the clerk read the

         19  proclamation and then we'll have you guys say a few

         20  things.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         22  York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to honor Sergeant

         25  Brian Vaughan, whose heroic efforts on the morning
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          2  of March 23rd, 2006 saved the life of an eight month

          3  old child; and

          4                 Whereas: Police officers are very

          5  special individuals, willing to risk their lives

          6  each day in order to uphold and ensure the safety of

          7  all in the community; the job involves a commitment

          8  to public service that few understand and even fewer

          9  appreciate, but for all the men and women who have

         10  served, wearing the uniform proudly is its own

         11  reward; and

         12                 Whereas: A twelve year veteran of the

         13  New York City Police Department, Sergeant Brian

         14  Vaughan joined the force in 1994 and was assigned to

         15  the 81st precinct; in 2002, he was promoted to

         16  Sergeant and assigned to the Patrol, School

         17  Sergeant, and Burglary Apprehension Team; and

         18                 Whereas: On March 23, 2006, Sergeant

         19  Vaughan and Police Officer Brian Sheehy were

         20  responding to a report of an emotionally disturbed

         21  person when they spotted that very individual

         22  carrying a small child and walking in the direction

         23  of the New York Harbor; and

         24                 Whereas: Despite orders by the

         25  officers to halt, the man continued his path,
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          2  eventually leaping from a pier into the harbor with

          3  the child in his arms; and

          4                 Whereas: Officer Sheehy immediately

          5  followed the man off the pier, and while treading

          6  tumultuous waters, recovered the child and brought

          7  him to safety; and

          8                 Whereas: Sergeant Vaughan stood in

          9  the water to receive the child, and then quickly

         10  carried him over the slippery, rocky terrain to the

         11  emergency medical technicians waiting nearby; and

         12                 Whereas: Thanks to the heroic efforts

         13  and quick thinking of Sergeant Vaughan, eight month

         14  old Nacir Walker's life was saved and tragedy was

         15  averted; and

         16                 Whereas: It is with deepest gratitude

         17  and enormous pride that we honor Sergeant Brian

         18  Vaughn; he has enriched us with his presence and is

         19  worthy of the highest esteem of all New Yorkers;

         20  now, therefore

         21                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         22  City of New York most gratefully honors SERGEANT

         23  BRIAN VAUGHAN for his outstanding service to the

         24  City of New York.

         25                 Signed this 26th day of April in the
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          2  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

          3  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael E. McMahon,

          4  Council Member, 49th District, Staten Island; James

          5  S. Oddo, Council Member, 50th District, Staten

          6  Island; Andrew J. Lanza, Council Member, 51st

          7  District, Staten Island.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Whereas: The Council

          9  of the City of New York is pleased and proud to

         10  honor Police Officer Brian Sheehy, whose heroic

         11  efforts on the morning of March 23, 2006 saved the

         12  life of an eight month old child; and

         13                 Whereas: Police officers are very

         14  special individuals, willing to risk their lives

         15  each day in order to uphold and ensure the safety of

         16  all in the community; the job involves a commitment

         17  to public service that few understand and even fewer

         18  appreciate, but for all the men and women who have

         19  served, wearing the uniform proudly is its own

         20  reward; and

         21                 Whereas: Police Officer Brian Sheehy

         22  joined the New York City Police Department in 1999

         23  and was assigned to the 120th Precinct in 2000; he

         24  served in Patrol Functions and on the Tracer Unit

         25  until 2002, when he joined the Burglary Team; and
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          2                 Whereas: On March 23, 2006, Police

          3  Officer Brian Sheehy and Sergeant Vaughan were

          4  responding to a report of an emotionally disturbed

          5  person when they spotted that very individual

          6  carrying a small child and walking in the direction

          7  of the New York Harbor; and

          8                 Whereas: Despite orders by the

          9  officers to halt, the man continued his path,

         10  eventually leaping from a pier into the harbor with

         11  the child in his arms; and

         12                 Whereas: Officer Sheehy immediately

         13  followed the man off the pier and, while treading

         14  tumultuous waters, recovered the child and brought

         15  him to safety; and

         16                 Whereas: Sergeant Vaughan stood in

         17  the water to receive the child, and then quickly

         18  carried him over the slippery, rocky terrain to the

         19  emergency medical technicians waiting nearby; and

         20                 Whereas: Thanks to the heroic efforts

         21  and quick thinking of Officer Sheehy, eight month

         22  old Nacir Walker's life was saved and tragedy was

         23  averted; and

         24                 Whereas: It is with deepest gratitude

         25  and enormous pride that we honor Officer Brian
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          2  Sheehy; he has enriched us with his presence and is

          3  worthy of the highest esteem of all New Yorkers;

          4  now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York most gratefully honors OFFICER

          7  BRIAN SHEEHY for his outstanding service to the City

          8  of New York.

          9                 Signed this 26th day of April in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

         11  Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael E. McMahon,

         12  Council Member, 49th District, Staten Island; James

         13  S. Oddo, Council Member, 50th District, Staten

         14  Island; Andrew J. Lanza, Council Member, 51st

         15  District, Staten Island.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: And Madam

         17  Speaker, before I give you the microphone, I've got

         18  to tell you a quick Staten Island story.

         19                 Officer Sheehy, I was actually about

         20  15 years old myself when his mother and father dated

         21  for the first time, and I was working as a busboy in

         22  a restaurant and his father was working as well. His

         23  uncle was a very good friend of mine. And he

         24  actually sent me over to Maggie with a drink and

         25  said this is from Brian over here, and here we are
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          2  so many years later and Officer Sheehy, together

          3  with Officer Vaughan. Somebody said 55 years later.

          4  But that's a true Staten Island story.

          5                 It's my pleasure to present to you

          6  Sergeant Vaughan and Officer Sheehy.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: And it's really our

          8  very humble privilege and honor to recognize both of

          9  you today for your efforts. Mike said you did

         10  something that none of us could even comprehend

         11  doing, and it's really, really true. You had no idea

         12  when you made that jump if you would come back, and

         13  what you did is what police officers do all the

         14  time. And whenever you hear a police officer, as I

         15  know they will now say, they will say, we were just

         16  doing our job. But it's a job that us civilians

         17  couldn't even comprehend. You risked your life to

         18  save that baby, you had no idea if you would come

         19  home to your own families and your own babies.

         20                 We are so glad you did, and so

         21  grateful that you are both on our police force and

         22  that baby has a wonderful life ahead now because of

         23  your heroism and your courage, and we would love to

         24  hear from both of you.

         25                 OFFICER SHEEHY: It's just an honor
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          2  and a privilege to be recognized by Councilman

          3  McMahon and everybody here today, and I just want to

          4  say thank you. Thank you, everybody.

          5                 SERGEANT VAUGHAN: I would just like

          6  to do the same, and thank all the Council members,

          7  in particular Mike McMahon. I really appreciate the

          8  honor to be recognized. And it's great to be here,

          9  and thank you once again.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I next want to

         11  call up Council Member Helen Diane Foster, and

         12  former Council Member Reverend Wendell Foster, for a

         13  really, really exciting and wonderful presentation

         14  and recognition.

         15                 I'm going to let Helen give us the

         16  overview. She will do a much better job sharing with

         17  us the wonderful and brave individual who is with us

         18  today, and all that his history represents for us.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 I'm going to ask Mr. Lorenzo Dufau

         22  and Ms. Alston and everyone to come up. It gives me

         23  an honor to be here today with a living hero, and

         24  this is history. And this isn't black history, this

         25  is American history.

                                                            13

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 We have Mr. Lorenzo Dufau, who was on

          3  the U.S.S. Mason which was the first black Navy

          4  ship, integrated, but mainly black Navy ship where

          5  the men were given positions other than mess boy,

          6  and they were responsible for bringing ships safely

          7  through during World War II, and the last movie that

          8  Ossie Davis completed before his death was playing

          9  Mr. Lorenzo Dufau, and it just gives me an honor to

         10  be here with Mr. Dufau, and I would like to take a

         11  point of privilege and ask my father, who introduced

         12  me, obviously to the world, but also to Mr. Dufau,

         13  to just take a minute to say a few words.

         14                 REVEREND FOSTER: Thank you, Council

         15  Member Foster. That name sounds good.

         16                 In honoring Mr. Dufau, when I was a

         17  child, many of you may not remember the most

         18  segregated apartheid world was the United States,

         19  where a black man could not serve as a soldier

         20  except in a quarter master division, that meant that

         21  he was a laborer. The Navy would not allow us to

         22  serve in any class other than what they call "a mess

         23  boy." In fact, the first man to shoot a Japanese

         24  plane down was Dorie Miller, a black man, was court

         25  martialed because he dared handle a gun, instead of
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          2  being the mess boy he should have been.

          3                 And the United States Marines, blacks

          4  could not join at all. The Air Force they could not

          5  join, nor could they be a part of other agencies.

          6                 Mr. Dufau and others became members

          7  of a ship called SS Mason, all white officers, they

          8  would not permit a black officer. They did man ships

          9  and they escorted troop ships, battleships, et

         10  cetera, across the Atlantic for a number of years,

         11  and the fortunate thing about it, they never lost a

         12  single ship that they escorted.

         13                 Mr. Dufau is a member of the 16th

         14  District in South Bronx. In fact, Ms. Kelly here

         15  made a movie on his life called Proud and it's going

         16  to be screened in the Bronx on Sunday, Monday and

         17  Tuesday, and later in Manhattan. And she wrote it

         18  and produced it and we're happy.

         19                 First of all, Chris, I'm just happy

         20  to see where you are. God bless you. And it's good

         21  to see my old colleagues and friends, and you all

         22  look good.

         23                 So, that's it. And thank you, Council

         24  Member Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if the clerk could

          3  please read the proclamation and then we'll hear

          4  from Mr. Dufau.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

          6  York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          9  friends and distinguished members of the community

         10  in honoring Lorenzo Dufau for his exceptional

         11  bravery and heroic efforts during World War II; and

         12                 Whereas: Much of our success as a

         13  nation - much of the peace and prosperity we take

         14  for granted - is due in large measure to the

         15  hard-fought successes of our fighting forces during

         16  World War II, men of remarkable strength and

         17  character whose tremendous sacrifices helped shape

         18  the modern world, individuals whose legacy has

         19  ensured the safety, progress and prosperity of our

         20  country for generations to come; and

         21                 Whereas: Today, we honor Lorenzo

         22  Dufau, a man of exceptional valor, commitment and

         23  courage, who was among the many that responded to

         24  President Roosevelt's call to help preserve and

         25  protect peace and democracy; and
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          2                 Whereas: Born in New Orleans to Louis

          3  and Laura Dufau, Lorenzo Dufau received his entire

          4  education through the public school system; and

          5                 Whereas: Mr. Dufau enlisted with the

          6  U.S. Navy in 1942 upon hearing that it was beginning

          7  to allow black sailors to perform the same functions

          8  as white soldiers; and

          9                 Whereas: After serving for ten months

         10  on the U.S.S Fire Island, a New York harbor patrol

         11  boat, Mr. Dufau was selected for duty aboard the

         12  U.S.S. Mason, a destroyer escort used to deflect

         13  attacks against the larger ships it accompanied; and

         14                 Whereas: U.S.S. Mason, DE-529, on

         15  which Mr. Dufau served, was the first U.S. warship

         16  in World War II composed of a crew that was almost

         17  entirely black; and

         18                 Whereas: On one of its Atlantic

         19  crossings, the convoy the Mason was accompanying was

         20  so severely beaten by a storm that several vessels

         21  were either sunk or scattered; despite the inclement

         22  weather and damage to its own body, the Mason

         23  persevered, rescuing and escorting several ships;

         24  and

         25                 Whereas: Mr. Dufau left the service
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          2  in 1945 at the rank of Signalman, 1st Class; he then

          3  moved to New York City, where he found work in the

          4  Garment District and, later, construction; and

          5                 Whereas: At a nation, we owe a

          6  tremendous debt of gratitude to all veterans who

          7  have fought so valiantly to preserve democratic

          8  principles of freedom the world over; now, therefore

          9                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York most gratefully honors LORENZO

         11  DUFAU for his exceptional service to our nation

         12  during World War II.

         13                 Signed this 26th day of April in the

         14  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

         15  Speaker for the Entire Council; Helen D. Foster,

         16  Council Member, 16th District, Bronx.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Reverend Foster just

         18  mentioned that there was no recognition of this

         19  until President Clinton became President.

         20                 You know, it's interesting to have

         21  this proclamation be presented right after the two

         22  police officers who were honored, and I think it's

         23  remarkable to me to be able to recognize three

         24  individuals who so much embody bravery and courage.

         25                 And earlier, before we came upstairs,
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          2  Helen brought Mr. Dufau in to meet me, and it's

          3  really a wonderful honor. Because you know, we all

          4  try to further the civil rights struggle in the City

          5  of New York right now, but to get to meet you and

          6  hear about the struggle you engaged in, that moved

          7  so many of us forward in the City of New York in

          8  this country is really an honor.

          9                 I have the privilege of getting to be

         10  the Speaker of the Council and the first in some

         11  categories, but there is no doubt in my mind that as

         12  a woman and an openly gay person, none of my firsts

         13  would ever have come if it wasn't for your

         14  leadership and the leadership of so many

         15  African-American men and women in this country and

         16  the civil rights struggle that you have so

         17  effectively led.

         18                 I'm very excited to get to be with

         19  you on Sunday, and everybody should go see this

         20  movie over and over and over again, because it isn't

         21  right, wrongly we judge the impact of movies by how

         22  much money they make. We shouldn't but we do. So we

         23  need to make sure this movie makes a whole lot of

         24  money so people know how important you are to all of

         25  us as Americans. Proud.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Before we hear

          3  from Mr. Dufau, I'm going to have flyers for

          4  everyone. It's called Proud. It's in the Bronx

          5  coming Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. Council Member

          6  James is interested in bringing it in Brooklyn, and

          7  we're going to get this movie all through the

          8  boroughs.

          9                 Mr. Dufau.

         10                 MR. DUFAU: I thank you. Be careful

         11  what you ask for. This is overwhelming to me, but

         12  I'm very proud to represent my crew members from the

         13  U.S.S Mason DE-529. I was a member of that crew of

         14  160 men who led the way of integrating the Navy, and

         15  fortunate enough to be alive today to see the

         16  rewards and effort that we made way back then,

         17  because we have come a long way, and we still have a

         18  way to go.

         19                 I hope before I leave this world, I

         20  will see this nation become one nation, under God,

         21  liberty and justice for all.

         22                 I thank you.

         23                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I just want to

         24  thank Council Member Foster and Reverend Foster for

         25  the recognition, because Mr. Dufau has always told
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          2  me about the great community that they created and I

          3  just want to thank them.

          4                 And I have to say one thing about how

          5  I got involved. In doing researched for a

          6  documentary, I found a clipping from 1944 from an

          7  African-American newspaper and the headline was

          8  about this ship and its first foreign port of call,

          9  which was in Northern Ireland. And it said, "Irish

         10  first to treat U.S.S. Mason crew as Americans."

         11                 And following up on your point, we

         12  forget, I think, what America looks like to the

         13  outside world. They came to a very divided community

         14  in Dearie, Northern Ireland, and they were welcomed

         15  as Yanks. As Mr. Dufau said, the first time they

         16  were called "Yanks." And there was a little boy that

         17  was very impressed with the way Americans were not

         18  into the kind of religious divisions that were going

         19  on where he grew up, and he became very friendly

         20  with the Mason crew, with the U.S. Marines that were

         21  stationed there, and he grew up inspired by the

         22  American creed, one from many, and he went on to win

         23  the 1998 Nobel Peace Prize, John Hume, and he did a

         24  bit part in our movie. So, you just never know how

         25  it all works together. And he, of course, was
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          2  inspired by Dr. King.

          3                 So, thank you for those words, and

          4  thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you very

          6  much.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: So, I'm going to turn

          8  the mike over to Council Member James, but she's

          9  going to make a presentation to three of New York

         10  City's firefighters. I think we certainly have a

         11  theme of bravery in today's Stated Meeting.

         12                 Council Member James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you,

         14  Madam Speaker.

         15                 Today is a day that we are saluting,

         16  it seems, members of the uniformed services, and I

         17  want to continue in that.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 It appears that today we are honoring

         20  members of the uniformed services, and I'm going to

         21  continue in that theme.

         22                 As most of you know, on March 1st, at

         23  a large apartment complex in the 35th Councilmatic

         24  district, three brave firemen saved the life of a

         25  stranger.

                                                            22

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 A fire broke out in the basement of

          3  Ebbets Field Houses, which is a complex which houses

          4  over 4,000 families, and the smoke traveled up to a

          5  garage chute all the way up to the 25th floor. These

          6  brave firefighters responded immediately, and when

          7  they arrived they found a woman dangling from a

          8  ledge, 250 feet from the ground.

          9                 Well, Fireman Donetelli, who

         10  unfortunately is not with us this afternoon, was

         11  lowered by a rope from the roof to the ledge. He

         12  grabbed onto the woman and was pulled back up to the

         13  roof by Fireman Rail and Hansen, who are with us

         14  today, joined with the father, Mr. John Rail. It was

         15  truly an amazing heroic effort by all three.

         16                 Again, Firefighter Donetelli, who is

         17  not here, has been with the FDNY since August 1999.

         18  He lives in Long Island with his wife Irene and

         19  three children. He is unable to attend because of

         20  family business, but we will deliver this

         21  proclamation to him after the ceremony.

         22                 Firefighter Tim Rail has been with

         23  FDNY for four years. Him and his wife Nydia live in

         24  Staten Island. Staten Island Coalition, come on up.

         25                 Tim's dad was also a fireman and a
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          2  captain of Engine 234 in Brooklyn, and he has joined

          3  us today.

          4                 The Rail family has been on the 71st

          5  Precinct Council, Community Council for 16 years.

          6                 Lastly, Firefighter Bill Hansen has

          7  been with FDNY since 1995. He lives with his wife

          8  Roxanne and their two children, again, in Staten

          9  Island. He was also cited for bravery in 1996.

         10                 Ladies and gentlemen, this selfless

         11  act, saving this stranger, was truly heroic, truly

         12  an act of bravery, and today I just thought it not

         13  robbery to stand with them and honor them for all

         14  that they did for the residents of Ebbets Field and

         15  for that one woman that one day. Thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: If the clerk could

         17  read the various proclamations.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         19  York, Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         21  New York is pleased and proud to honor Firefighters

         22  William Hanse, Tim Rail and Joseph Donatelli; and

         23                 Whereas: Our City's firefighters are

         24  a special group of individuals, men of intense

         25  courage and determination willing to risk their
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          2  lives on a daily basis so that others might be

          3  saved; they often work under the most difficult

          4  conditions imaginable and their efforts, as recent

          5  history has so powerfully shown us, are nothing

          6  short of remarkable; and

          7                 Whereas: William Hansen is one such

          8  individual: a proud member of Ladder Company 113 of

          9  the New York City Fire Department, he has worked for

         10  the past eleven years to ensure the safety and

         11  well-being of thousands of residents of our great

         12  City; and

         13                 Whereas: The heroism of these

         14  firefighters truly shined through in the early

         15  morning of March 1st, when they were responding to a

         16  report of a fire at the Ebbets Field Houses in Crown

         17  Heights. Arriving at the scene, they observed Cheryl

         18  Ann John clinging to the edge of the roof of the

         19  25-story apartment building; and

         20                 Whereas: At that moment, they worked

         21  together to grab hold of Ms. John and take her out

         22  of harm's way; and

         23                 Now, therefore, be it known, that the

         24  Council of the City of New York most gratefully

         25  honors William Hansen, Tim Rail and Joseph Donatelli
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          2  for their outstanding service to the City and

          3  community.

          4                 Christine Quinn, Speaker for the

          5  Entire Council; Letitia James, Council Member, 35th

          6  District, Brooklyn.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Just before I hand the

          8  mike over to our firefighters, who are going to say

          9  again, as I said with the police officers, I was

         10  just doing my job, but I hope you know and

         11  appreciate how for all of us, like I said with the

         12  police officers it's a job we couldn't imagine

         13  doing, and a job you did that day and do every day

         14  not really knowing whether you, in your efforts to

         15  save other lives, will get home to your own family.

         16  We, in the Council, are in awe of all of you for

         17  that, and hope you know we are always here to

         18  support you in your tremendous work and bravery.

         19                 MR. HANSEN: I just want to say thank

         20  you for the award, and I'll hand it off to Timmy.

         21                 MR. RAIL: Thank you. Thank you,

         22  Council Members Quinn and James, and thank everybody

         23  for your time, it's very much appreciated.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: And one last
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          2  comment. As most of you know, we've had a rash of

          3  suspicious fires in Crown Heights, and, again, these

          4  brave men have shown their bravery and to respond to

          5  those fires, so, again, I thank them publicly. Thank

          6  you.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

          8                 Thank you very much, and we're going

          9  to have our final proclamation from Council Member

         10  Robert Jackson.

         11                 Here's R.J.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thanks, Madam

         13  Speaker.

         14                 The people that are coming up here

         15  this afternoon in front of you are members of the

         16  Healthy School Network. These individuals are

         17  volunteers and Board members and other activists in

         18  the City of New York and around the country that

         19  advocate for healthy schools for the children, not

         20  only in New York City, but all over the country.

         21  They realized that a healthy school for our

         22  children, it's a school in which children can

         23  breathe appropriately, have enough light, there is

         24  no lead paint, and all of the other negative things

         25  that affect the lives of our children. And they are

                                                            27

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  not only members of the Healthy School Network, but

          3  they also are Board members of other organizations

          4  that promote environmental justice, and safety and

          5  well-being of the people of our great City.

          6                 So, with that, Madam Speaker, this

          7  week is declared the Healthy Schools Network Week.

          8  Around the country, that's the name of it.

          9                 And as so, we have a proclamation to

         10  honor them for their work in promoting healthy

         11  schools.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: And maybe the clerk

         13  could read the proclamation for us.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         15  York, Proclamation.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to join students,

         18  parents and teachers throughout the nation in

         19  observing National Healthy Schools Day; and

         20                 Whereas: New York City has the

         21  largest public school system in the country with

         22  over 1.1 million students; and

         23                 Whereas: The poor condition of New

         24  York City school facilities is well documented; and

         25                 Whereas: Too many New York City
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          2  schools are overcrowded, unhealthy, poorly

          3  maintained and impede quality learning; and

          4                 Whereas: Many schools in New York

          5  City are located on or near environmentally toxic

          6  sites; and

          7                 Whereas: Children, on average, spend

          8  approximately 30-50 hours per week in school; and

          9                 Whereas: Children are more vulnerable

         10  to environmental hazards; they proportionally

         11  breathe more air, drink more fluids, and eat more

         12  food than adults. Their developing systems and

         13  behaviors contribute to their increased

         14  vulnerability; and

         15                 In spite of their susceptibility,

         16  there are virtually no standards to regulate

         17  children's exposure to environmental hazards in

         18  school facilities; and

         19                 Whereas: Poor indoor air quality is a

         20  major problem in New York City schools and

         21  contributes to a wide range of problems that include

         22  poor concentration, respiratory illnesses, learning

         23  disabilities and cancer; and

         24                 Whereas: Scientific studies suggest

         25  that poor environmental conditions in schools have
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          2  an adverse effect on students' health and academic

          3  achievement; and

          4                 Whereas: Laws pertaining to public

          5  health, education and the environment must reflect a

          6  heightened sensitivity to the more susceptible

          7  nature of children and the mechanisms by which

          8  exposure to environmental hazards affect them; and

          9                 Whereas: Providing for the rights of

         10  children, parents and other members of the schools

         11  and the public to access information about known

         12  hazards in schools will allow these persons to make

         13  informed choices about environmental exposures for

         14  their children and themselves; and

         15                 Whereas: New and newly-renovated

         16  healthy and high performance schools designed to

         17  reduce energy and maintenance costs, while providing

         18  cleaner air, improved lighting, reduced exposures to

         19  toxic substances provide a healthier and safer

         20  learning environment for children and improve

         21  academic achievement and well-being; and

         22                 Our schools are the building blocks

         23  of our communities and the keystone of our future;

         24  and

         25                 Whereas: April 24, 2006 is National
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          2  Healthy Schools Day, observed by communities

          3  throughout the country to highlight the need for

          4  improved attention and protection of children's

          5  environmental health at school; now, therefore,

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York recognizes April 24, 2006 as

          8  HEALTHY SCHOOLS DAY in the City of New York.

          9                 Signed this 26th day of April in the

         10  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

         11  Speaker for the Entire Council; Robert Jackson,

         12  Council Member, 7th District, Manhattan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: And Madam

         14  Speaker and my colleagues, I'm going to ask the

         15  Borough President John Shaw, to say a word and

         16  Claire Barnett, the Executive Director of Healthy

         17  Schools Network.

         18                 John.

         19                 MR. SHAW: I'd like to thank you all

         20  for making me proud. We had our annual coalition

         21  meeting down in Washington earlier this year with

         22  representatives from around the country, and the

         23  biggest thing they did was say how did you get

         24  public officials to care about our kids. I said,

         25  they do.
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          2                 So, thank you so much for helping us

          3  keep our schools healthy.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Claire

          5  Barnett, the Executive Director of the Healthy

          6  Schools Network.

          7                 MS. BARNETT: Thank you all so very

          8  much. You're really providing a model for other

          9  major urban school systems. And we hope more people

         10  follow your great example here today.

         11                 Thank you. Everything we do is for

         12  the children and you as well.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam

         14  Speaker, can I get a picture right next to you? My

         15  colleagues, step up.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. That

         17  concludes our ceremonials for the Stated Meeting,

         18  and we're going to start the Stated Meeting.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Please rise

         20  for the Pledge of Allegiance.

         21                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         23  very much. You may be seated.

         24                 Roll call.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: You have a quorum,

          8  sir.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         10  present.

         11                 Roll call.

         12                 Invocation. Invocation, sorry. Excuse

         13  me.

         14                 All rise. Excuse me. I'd like to

         15  introduce Reverend Pat Bumgardner, the Metropolitan

         16  Community Church.

         17                 REVEREND BUMGARDNER: Let us pray.

         18                 Oh, God, we come from many traditions

         19  and know you by many names, but together, we give

         20  you thanks for this new day, and the chance it

         21  offers us to begin afresh.

         22                 This Council stands before you as

         23  people uniquely placed in this world, with a chance

         24  to say and do things that will not only affect the

         25  welfare of this City, but of our nation and perhaps
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          2  our world.

          3                 Help them to be the voice of

          4  compassion and care; the voice of courage and

          5  conviction in shaping public policy that you so

          6  desperately need.

          7                 Help them to take responsibility for

          8  forming our communities in a way that not only

          9  eliminates violence on the streets, but violence in

         10  our institutions.

         11                 Help them to work for the health of

         12  this City in a way that equally distributes its

         13  wealth and resources.

         14                 Help them to take seriously their

         15  responsibility to make sure every child is in a good

         16  and safe school, every adult in a good and

         17  meaningful job, every human being equally afforded

         18  access to health care.

         19                 Keep before their eyes in all

         20  decisions great and small the bigger picture of one

         21  people, one world, and act on the truth that the

         22  battle for immigration rights is the battle for full

         23  and sustaining employment, is the battle for HIV and

         24  AIDS funding, that the battle for marriage equality

         25  is the battle for equality in benefits, is the
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          2  battle to protect all students in our schools, is

          3  the battle for peace.

          4                 May we keep before us the call to

          5  view diversity, not as deviance, but as a reflection

          6  of your Divine presence.

          7                 We ask you to bless this Council

          8  today and all its proceedings; guide each one and

          9  every choice and decision, that together they might

         10  honor you in all things.

         11                 We make this prayer for blessing, in

         12  the name of all that's good and Holy. Amen.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Amen.

         14                 Speaker Quinn.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: I make a motion to

         16  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

         17                 And I just want to say that Reverend

         18  Pat is former Council Member Phil Reid's Pastor, and

         19  Council Member Reid couldn't be here today, but

         20  wanted to thank Reverend Pat for being here with us.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         22  the Minutes.

         23                 Council Member Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, I'd like to make a motion that the Minutes
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          2  of the Stated Meeting of March 22nd, 2006, be

          3  adopted as printed.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          8  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 112. Communication

         10  from the Department of Finance. Third-Party Transfer

         11  Program, Staten Island.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 113. Communication

         14  from the Department of Finance. Third-Party Transfer

         15  Program, Brooklyn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 114. Communication

         18  from the Department of Finance. Third-Party Transfer

         19  Program, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         22  and Communications.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         25  Call-Ups.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 115.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the Call-Up

          4  vote.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 116.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the Call-Up

          7  vote.

          8                 We can now have a roll call on the

          9  Call-Ups.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye. And thank

         12  you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         25  And Madam Public Advocate, with the permission of my
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          2  colleagues, I would like to vote aye on all matters

          3  before the Council at this session.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Yes. I
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          2  vote aye. But I would also like to have permission

          3  to vote aye on all matters we will be voting on

          4  today.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I vote aye on

         10  the Land Use Call-Ups, and Madam Public Advocate, I

         11  request unanimous consent of my colleagues to be

         12  permitted to vote aye on all coupled General Orders,

         13  and today's resolution.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

         19  I vote aye with unanimous consent to my colleagues,

         20  I'd like to vote aye on all coupled General Orders.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         14  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 48 in the

         15  affirmative and zero in the negative.

         16                 Communication from the Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: First I just want to

         18  make note of a very positive thing that happened

         19  today was that we did not have to start this meeting

         20  with a moment of silence to any member of the armed

         21  forces of New York City who had been lost since our

         22  last Stated Meeting, so that's a very positive thing

         23  to take note of.

         24                 I also want to say happy birthday to

         25  Council Member Lappin, whose birthday was yesterday.
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          2                 And we are voting on a number of

          3  important pieces of legislation today, but I want to

          4  take a moment to allow myself and my colleagues to

          5  comment on the vote we're taking today on the

          6  PILOTs, the Payment In Lieu of Taxes, for both the

          7  Yankees and the Mets.

          8                 First, I just want to note for the

          9  record that it is only because of our advocacy as a

         10  City Council and the leadership of the former

         11  Speaker Gifford Miller that the law now requires the

         12  Council to take a vote on PILOTs, and I think as we

         13  have seen throughout the course of the discussion

         14  around these PILOTs there was vigorous public input,

         15  active debate and discussions within the Council,

         16  between the Council and the Administration, between

         17  the Council, the Administration, and the entities

         18  who were requesting the PILOTs. And I think the

         19  discussion and the process speaks to how correct we

         20  were in asserting that we should have this power

         21  legislatively in the City.

         22                 That said, I feel very strongly that

         23  the PILOT vote that is before us today is one that

         24  we should all vote in support of.

         25                 It is an appropriate use of PILOTs to
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          2  all for both of these stadia to get tax exempt

          3  financing. Both of these projects have been put

          4  together with tremendous input from the two

          5  delegations, input from the surrounding

          6  neighborhoods, support from the Administration, both

          7  of these projects when they're being built will have

          8  a 25 percent commitment to MWBE, both in the overall

          9  contractor and the subcontractor and in using local

         10  businesses. I think that was a great standard that

         11  we were able to set in the Yankee Stadium deal and

         12  one that we've been able to continue with the Mets,

         13  and it's something that we should all be very, very

         14  proud of.

         15                 These, both of these projects being

         16  built will create a significant number of jobs for

         17  this City and for each of the boroughs that they're

         18  in, and I believe overall be a long-term positive

         19  economic development engine for both of the boroughs

         20  and the neighborhoods they're in.

         21                 That said, I want to thank both of

         22  the Delegations, but today in particular the Queens

         23  Delegation for their work making sure we could move

         24  forward this PILOT vote to a place where the full

         25  Delegation is standing in unanimous support.
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          2                 I want to in particular thank the

          3  Chair of the Delegation, Leroy Comrie, who worked

          4  tirelessly to move this proposal forward, to move it

          5  forward in a comprehensive manner to make sure we

          6  could meet the needs of the mets, but we could also

          7  make sure we met the needs of the borough of Queens

          8  and the neighborhood where the stadium is located,

          9  and the best deals and projects are one where you

         10  can meet the needs of both the applicants but the

         11  community in which they are located and the

         12  communities that have concerns.

         13                 I also want to thank my staff, Chuck

         14  Meara and Ramon Martinez, who put in almost the same

         15  number of hours that Leroy and the delegation did on

         16  this project. And I want to commend the work of

         17  Council Member Tony Avella, John Liu and Hiram

         18  Monserrate. Hiram represents the stadium and John

         19  and Tony represent the areas closest to Shea and

         20  they also put in a tremendous amount of work and

         21  they were able to craft a very positive deal for all

         22  of us.

         23                 So, I next want to extend the

         24  Speaker's time to the Chair of the Queens

         25  Delegation, Leroy Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          3  Madam Speaker.

          4                 I just want to thank you for your

          5  understanding of the needs of the Queens Delegation

          6  and for stepping up and delivering, helping us

          7  deliver a home run for all of the residents of New

          8  York City.

          9                 I might use a couple of baseball

         10  analogies and please forgive me up front.

         11                 I also want to thank the entire

         12  Queens Delegation, Council Member Monserrate, whose

         13  district that it's in, and the entire Delegation for

         14  their dialogue, for their trust in me, for their

         15  working with me, and the entire delegation and to

         16  get to this point today where we can be comfortable

         17  with moving forward.

         18                 Clearly, I also need to thank Chuck

         19  and Ramon and also I'd like to thank the Mayor's

         20  Office, Haeda Mihaltses, who also stepped up to the

         21  plate when we were rounding third base, but they

         22  quickly got up to the plate and were able to deliver

         23  the six most important things that the Delegation

         24  asked for, primarily to upgrade and enhance the

         25  infrastructure around the Stadium, the repair the
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          2  Roosevelt Avenue underpass and brighten it with

          3  lighting enhancements to deal with the Bridge,

          4  Roosevelt Avenue Bridge near College Point, which is

          5  in almost very bad shape, which is going to need a

          6  direct infusion of money now to eliminate trip

          7  hazards, which they're going to work to put together

          8  an EIS for the Willets Point Development, a traffic

          9  study, and also further commitment to work with the

         10  State and federal governments to deal with long-term

         11  traffic mitigation on the area that while the number

         12  of seats in the stadium may be diminished, but the

         13  number of traffic and development in that area is

         14  going up, and I want to thank the Administration for

         15  all of the things that they've done while coming

         16  around third base to lock into home plate with us.

         17                 I also want to thank the Mets

         18  organization for doing everything, and I think Jeff

         19  Wilpon and David Howard are still here, I want to

         20  thank them for putting up with us and understanding

         21  the needs of the Queens Delegation, and their desire

         22  to be good neighbors, and to codify their

         23  relationship with the community and create a real

         24  partnership where the Mets have an opportunity to

         25  brand themselves and insulate themselves in every
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          2  part of the community.

          3                 So, while we want to make sure that

          4  everybody has a chance to be inside baseball, we

          5  want to make sure that the entire delegation and all

          6  of the groups in Queens have an opportunity to

          7  participate with the Mets.

          8                 As the Speaker said, we've been able

          9  to get a 25 percent guarantee from the Mets to

         10  participate in MWBE. We've been able to get the Mets

         11  to do a guarantee that they work on a project labor

         12  agreement. They're actually going to do a Doe fund

         13  (phonetic) even before the improvements on Roosevelt

         14  Avenue are finished, that pathway for many people is

         15  maintained in the aesthetics that it should be

         16  maintained for a very heavily traveled road, and

         17  especially a corridor back and forth from the

         18  stadium.

         19                 So, the Delegation today has done a

         20  lot of work. I can't thank enough also the Bronx

         21  Delegation and all of the members that understood

         22  what was really necessary in this process to bring

         23  it to completion, what their supportive needs are at

         24  this time, and I just want to thank all of the

         25  members here for understanding that as we have taken

                                                            52

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  on the responsibility of projects, which should have

          3  been our responsibility from the beginning, because

          4  the City money that the City is using and the City

          5  residents need to understand when they read in the

          6  papers that when they're giving millions of dollars

          7  to people, that we do our best to make sure that all

          8  communities benefit.

          9                 Maybe I'm going long, but it's been a

         10  long three weeks to me and the Delegation to make

         11  sure that we codify everything and give the Mets an

         12  opportunity to be better partners.

         13                 I want to thank them for having an

         14  open mind and for their good faith efforts and for

         15  everything that's done to get us to this point

         16  today.

         17                 Thank you, Madam Speaker, for your

         18  great efforts.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: I next want to call on

         20  Council Member Hiram Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         22  Madam Speaker, and I want to echo the sentiments of

         23  the Chairman of the Queens Council Delegation. There

         24  was a lot of effort put into this final agreement,

         25  and let me say first and foremost, there have been a
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          2  lot of things said in the last three weeks about

          3  what should or should not have been done, and

          4  different Council members' opinions, but at the end

          5  of the day, the Queens Council Delegation came

          6  together in no small part due to the fact that --

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          8  please. It's really hard to hear the Council Member

          9  speaking. There is so much talking going on.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: I just want to

         11  reiterate the rule on that, in case folks don't

         12  know, and it's not really a rule, it's just my rule,

         13  that you get a warning, and then that's it, we'll

         14  just clear the Chambers.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         16  Madam Speaker and Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I wanted to again thank publicly

         18  Leroy Comrie for his diligence. He gave a lot of his

         19  personal time over the last few weeks and weekends

         20  to personally deal with these issues and at the same

         21  time try to steer our ship through these waters.

         22                 Let me also thank in particular my

         23  neighboring two district council members, Council

         24  Members John Liu, in particular, and Council Member

         25  Tony Avella, who are both champions for the people
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          2  of Queens and the surrounding communities.

          3  Champions.

          4                 We also had other champions like

          5  Melinda Katz and Dennis Gallagher, yes, even Dennis

          6  the Republican was working hard with the Democrats,

          7  and James Sanders, and we at the end of the day came

          8  together and we advocated and we fought for the

          9  interests of the residents of Queens, our

         10  constituencies, and if there's a home run that was

         11  hit today, it wasn't hit by the New York City

         12  Council, it wasn't hit by the New York Mets. It was

         13  by the children of Corona in Flushing and College

         14  Point who now have an even stronger partner in the

         15  New York Mets, and a stronger partner in New York

         16  City government that will now finally upgrade the

         17  infrastructure around Shea Stadium and in Corona.

         18  So, an applause goes for the community, an applause

         19  goes for the Mets, and, yes, even the other side of

         20  the aisle who came to the table and originally came

         21  with their hands empty and wound up producing a

         22  grand slam for all of Queens and for New York.

         23                 So, to my colleagues in the Bronx,

         24  thank you for your hard work. We'll see you at the

         25  Subway series. Let's go Mets. Thank you very much.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: I think we've had 182

          3  sports references so far. So, with that, I'll turn

          4  it over to Council Member John Liu to see if he can

          5  push us over 200.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Madam

          7  Speaker. I just want to thank you and Councilman

          8  Leroy Comrie and all of my colleagues for their

          9  support on this.

         10                 I think he was always making sure

         11  that the residents of the area were recognized in

         12  that there was an explicit acknowledgment on and

         13  that there is an impact in the vicinity of the

         14  Stadium, and it was about the Mets, but it was also

         15  about what the City had to do for the area.

         16                 So, thank you very much. And I added

         17  zero references for baseball, though I would have

         18  loved to.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: The final speaker

         20  during the Speaker's time is going to be the Chair

         21  of our Finance Committee, David Weprin. Of course

         22  the Finance Committee acted unanimously today on

         23  both the Mets and the Yankees PILOTs.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         25  Madam Speaker. We had a very extensive hearing on
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          2  Monday, April 10th, which lasted all day, and I want

          3  to thank the cooperation of both the Yankees and the

          4  Mets and the City IDA team in that hearing and

          5  answering questions before the hearing, after the

          6  hearing. And just for the record, both stadiums are

          7  going to be financed by the teams themselves, the

          8  Mets and the Yankees, but it's only through the

          9  efforts of the Council approving the financing plan,

         10  which enables them to borrow tax exempt and the

         11  pilot payments that will be made to the IDA will go

         12  directly to support the debt service on the tax

         13  exempt bonds, and there will be a taxable portion as

         14  well, and that taxable portion will be supported,

         15  the debt service on that taxable portion will be

         16  supported by lease and rent payments that the Mets

         17  and Yankees will continue to make.

         18                 But just for the record, it is

         19  City-owned land. It's not land that normally would

         20  require property taxes, and that's why the vehicle

         21  of PILOT payments, payment in lieu of taxes, up to

         22  the amount of the property taxes that would have

         23  been paid work in this case and I just want to thank

         24  all parties and particularly the cooperation of the

         25  Mets and the Yankees in these projects.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: That concludes

          4  Communication from the Speaker.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          6  of General Orders.

          7                 Council Member White.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Yes, Public

          9  Advocate. I would like permission to vote on all

         10  Land Use items, and I would like unanimous consent

         11  to vote on all coupled general orders.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

         14  all, and resolutions.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 Council Member Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Since we're

         18  playing baseball today, how about a bunt single for

         19  the CBA, and you won't afford to get to second base,

         20  and a grand slam for the Mets and the Yanks.

         21                 This project here, at a time with the

         22  increasing rent and public housing, the Mets and the

         23  Yanks get free rent.

         24                 At a time when we had to charge

         25  struggling working class people, we have to raise
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          2  the property tax, the Yanks and the Mets won't be

          3  paying any property tax.

          4                 We could have been getting $50

          5  million from the Mets and $62 million from the

          6  Yankees. We won't get that.

          7                 They don't even have to pay sales tax

          8  on the equipment that they have to purchase. And

          9  it's not all of their money financing this, because

         10  they're getting a couple of hundred million dollars

         11  for infrastructure which they won't have to pay for,

         12  and we're going to be fighting in a little while for

         13  $5 million for AIDS, we'll be fighting and scrapping

         14  for two, three-hundred million dollars for our

         15  enhancements. We have to now decide four, five

         16  projects that we prioritize, but they come in here

         17  with these PILOT programs. By the way, Patrick

         18  Moynihan was against the private activity bonds for

         19  sports arenas because it does not benefit us, and in

         20  the long run the only people that are going to

         21  benefit tremendously from this is the Mets and the

         22  Yanks. Steinbrenner was just bragging about being

         23  worth over billions of dollars.

         24                 Why is it we're raising college

         25  tuition, raising subway fare, raising fees for
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          2  people in public housing, raising all of this stuff

          3  on poor working class people, and these guys come in

          4  here and get away with, I have an expression for

          5  you, they get away with committing economic grand

          6  larceny, and a fiscal felony.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Martinez.

         10                 Council Member Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: We have on

         12  the agenda today the approval of the landmarking of

         13  a portion of my district known as Fieldston.

         14                 This is in some respects a very local

         15  issue because it only involves approximately 250

         16  homes. As a matter of disclosure, and, of course,

         17  I've disclosed it in the past, one of those homes is

         18  one that I an my wife own.

         19                 The landmarking was studied at great

         20  length by the Landmarks Commission of the City which

         21  did a tremendously careful report studying every

         22  single house in the district and the Landmarks

         23  Commission unanimously supported creating a historic

         24  district which means that all of the homes will be

         25  designated as City landmarks.
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          2                 The local community board voted in

          3  favor by a substantial margin, I believe there were

          4  only two negative votes. The Borough President

          5  supported the landmarking and the City Planning

          6  Commission, which has limited jurisdiction,

          7  supported it.

          8                 However, there were many residents,

          9  not a majority, and I've studied the petitions very

         10  carefully, but a substantial number of my neighbors

         11  that had concerns, and they effectively argued those

         12  concerns. I think they are mistaken. Fieldston is a

         13  unique area. It's unique in terms of architecture,

         14  it's unique in terms of the planning of the

         15  community, which goes back to Frederick Law Omsted's

         16  plans, where he designed a particular scheme for

         17  Central Park, and if you look at the roads of

         18  Fieldston and the way the houses are arranged,

         19  you'll see a similarity there, and it has a place of

         20  unique beauty and it has a sense of unity and style

         21  and it deserves to be a landmark.

         22                 Let me simply thank all those

         23  involved, certainly the Speaker, certainly the Chair

         24  of the Land Use Committee, who had reservations but

         25  satisfied herself, the Chair of the Landmarks
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          2  Committee Jessica Lappin, a new member, and all of

          3  my colleagues with whom, I think I spoke to every

          4  single one of you about this, and I appreciate all

          5  of your support and I'm delighted that we're doing

          6  something that will last not only for years but for

          7  generations to come as a jewel in the City of New

          8  York.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         10  Council Member.

         11                 Council Member Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 I'm here to urge my colleagues to

         15  support an introduction today that will help reduce

         16  the terribly burdensome car insurance rates that

         17  workers pay.

         18                 I say to you my colleagues here, as

         19  New Yorkers, we are being cheated. We are being

         20  overcharged for our car insurance, and we pay here

         21  in New York City four times the national average for

         22  car insurance and many New Yorkers who need their

         23  cars to get to work, this is just an intolerable

         24  burden.

         25                 Much of this, much of the reason our
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          2  rates are so high, is due to fraud on the no fault

          3  system that we have here.

          4                 And our Borough President here over

          5  in Brooklyn, Marty Markowitz, did a report just

          6  about a year ago that showed very powerfully how

          7  much fraud contributes to this problem indeed.

          8  According to the Insurance Information Institute,

          9  there's over $800 million a year in fraudulent

         10  claims against the no fault system. Many of these

         11  are made by people who have gone into business to

         12  rip off the no fault system. These are medical

         13  mills, x-ray shops, MRI shops, physical therapy

         14  shops, that exist solely to charge the no fault

         15  system for treating accident victims. And what this

         16  bill would do is regulate that industry, regulate

         17  the folks who get more than half their receipts, so

         18  regular doctors would be unaffected, but if you get

         19  half or more of your business as a physician or as a

         20  medical provider from the no fault system, then when

         21  this bill passes, you're going to be regulated by

         22  the Department of Consumer Affairs, and they're

         23  going to have the tools to put the bad apples out of

         24  business.

         25                 It is a, I think, very important
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          2  bill. I thank the Speaker and Chair Comrie of the

          3  Department of the Consumer Affairs Committee for

          4  moving it through so expeditiously, and colleagues,

          5  I urge you to vote for this bill.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         10  Public Advocate. I would just like to repeat a

         11  couple of the comments made during the Finance

         12  meeting earlier today, and that's that I am not one

         13  who buys into whole-heartedly into this notion that

         14  building a stadium anywhere is the equivalent to

         15  revitalizing that particular area, or revitalizing

         16  the economy and I just think that as New Yorkers,

         17  the focal point of the world, that we expect to have

         18  the very best. And as I said earlier, with all due

         19  respect to the folks in Philadelphia, which is a

         20  nice little town, I think it's a little bit

         21  embarrassing when I go to Philly and I see two brand

         22  new stadium on the waterfront, and when I go to

         23  Shea, I think it's really abysmal.

         24                 So, I think as New Yorkers we should

         25  expect the best, and I think with these projects
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          2  we're getting that.

          3                 And with all due respect, to my

          4  colleague Charles Barron, the ills that he

          5  mentioned, the economic challenges that we have,

          6  some of us on the other side of the aisle will say

          7  that there are other reasons in these stadiums that

          8  are putting us in those economic hard times, and for

          9  the record, and please I hope my mom forgives me,

         10  I'm going to defend George Steinbrenner. Mr.

         11  Steinbrenner never claimed to have the Yankees worth

         12  1 billion. That was a magazine. And very quickly,

         13  Major League Baseball refuted that.

         14                 But, you know, I think that the

         15  dollars and the cents can be debated. I think,

         16  although, there's another point to this argument,

         17  and that's that as New Yorkers, we expect the very

         18  best. And Shea Stadium is far from that. And I would

         19  just close with the line I mentioned earlier, to all

         20  my colleagues who are going to talk about this

         21  issue, when you refer to the New York Mets, please

         22  refer to them as the 2006 World Series Champions.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Today I want

          3  to first congratulate the Queens Delegation for what

          4  they have done and for helping out the Mets

          5  organization.

          6                 I just have to say, when Cyclone

          7  Stadium, KeySpan Stadium was built in Coney Island,

          8  my community did not get anything. My community did

          9  not get no agreements. My community was just taken

         10  advantage of. They received nothing. And as I sit

         11  here and I hear everything that's happening, I'm

         12  proud, and I'm happy for Queens, you know? But I

         13  have to say one thing. Even though we didn't get

         14  anything or receive anything, the Mets organization

         15  on their own has come forward in our community and

         16  has hired people to work in the stadium. They give

         17  100 tickets a game to little leagues throughout

         18  Brooklyn, and in my community all the little leagues

         19  have access. They give equipment. And I can go on,

         20  the laundry list of all the things that they have

         21  done, from holiday parties to community events and

         22  sponsoring activities.

         23                 So, I just have to say, I'm happy for

         24  the Mets organization, happy for Queens that this

         25  has been resolved.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 Many of us in this room are lifelong

          8  baseball fans, and care deeply about the sport, and

          9  at the same time, I think a lot of us feel strongly

         10  that it is a very good thing that in recent years

         11  the bar has been raised quite a bit on what it takes

         12  to bring public financing into a sports project.

         13                 I think it's very good the debate has

         14  increased all over the country. I think it's very

         15  good that more and more is being demanded of the

         16  private enterprises that are sports franchises to

         17  give back to the community.

         18                 I think there has been a lot of

         19  progress. But I think we had an opportunity here,

         20  where we could have gotten more or we could have

         21  gotten less. I want to thank Speaker Quinn for going

         22  to the bull pen. There is your baseball now, for

         23  going to the bull pen and bringing in some good left

         24  and right-handers, like Leroy Comrie and Hiram

         25  Monserrate, Dave Weprin, Dennis Gallagher, John Liu,

                                                            67

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  everyone from Queens, and before that all the folks

          3  from the Bronx Delegation, who I really think all

          4  drove a very hard bargain for our communities.

          5                 And what it says going forward for

          6  any sports development in New York City and

          7  elsewhere, is that that bargain has to be better and

          8  better for communities, as we go forward.

          9                 Lastly I want to say, as I said last

         10  time, trust but verify. We've got a lot here that

         11  actually has to happen, that we, as a Council, have

         12  to keep our eye on day in and day out for years to

         13  come and don't believe it's going to come easily.

         14                 I was particularly concerned in the

         15  last few weeks about something that's been resolved

         16  very favorably, which is the MetroNorth Stadium for

         17  the Yankee, the MetroNorth Station for the Yankee

         18  Stadium. It's a huge accomplishment, and I thank all

         19  of the folks who are part of that. But we have to

         20  make sure that happens.

         21                 I note the New York Times article

         22  today that says, since the late 1980s, City and

         23  State officials have been talking about that idea.

         24                 Well, it's not going to happen

         25  overnight. Even if an important vote happens today,
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          2  we have to be vigilant to make sure that the people

          3  of our community get that station, which will be

          4  good for everyone, for fans and for community

          5  residents alike.

          6                 So, I want to congratulate everyone

          7  who has been part of the process, and we have much

          8  to be done ahead to make it all work.

          9                 Thank you very much. I appreciate it.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         11  nobody else, I would like to acknowledge and welcome

         12  Edwina Lamecca, who is an intern working with

         13  Council Member Sears.

         14                 Ms. Lamecca, would you stand back

         15  there, please. From Poland. Welcome.

         16                 Report of Special Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         19  Standing Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

         22                 Intro. 243-A. Reducing no fault motor

         23  vehicle insurance fraud.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled

         25  under general orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          3  Committee on Finance.

          4                 Intro. 143. Flatbush Nostrand

          5  Junction Business Improvement District.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

          9  259. Exhibit 1. New Bronx Stadium Project.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         13  260. Exhibit 1. New Queens Stadium Project.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         17  Committee on Housing and Buildings. Intro. 202. Real

         18  Property Tax Law.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         22  Committee on Land Use.

         23                 LU 40 and Reso 279. UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.

                                                            70

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 64 and Reso 280.

          3  ULURP, Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 65 and Reso 281.

          7  ULURP, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 71 and Reso 282.

         11  ULURP, Queens.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 91 and Reso 283.

         15  Landmarks designation, Bronx.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 92 and Reso 284.

         19  ULURP, Manhattan.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 93, and Reso 285.

         23  ULURP Manhattan.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 99 and Reso 286.

          3  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 103 and Reso 287.

          7  ULURP, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 104 and Reso 288.

         11  ULURP, Brooklyn.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 108 and Reso 289.

         15  Leasing of land, Brooklyn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         19  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

         20                 Intro. 28-A. Regulation of

         21  receptacles.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         23  General Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         25  Committee on Veterans.
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          2                 Intro. 232-A. Real property tax

          3  exemptions.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          5  General Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 233. Veterans'

          7  Advisory Board.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         11  Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolutions appointing

         13  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 And at this point, I ask for a roll

         17  call of all items that are coupled on the General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: To my

          8  colleagues, I just wanted to remind you that in this

          9  time that we're in now in New York City in the last

         10  three or four years, the rich are actually getting

         11  richer, and the poor is getting poorer.

         12                 They just had a report recently where

         13  it stated the South Bronx, 42 percent poverty.

         14  $19,000 is the median income. But in Carolyn

         15  Maloney's district in Upper Manhattan, it's 12

         16  percent poverty and 70,000 median income.

         17                 They didn't want a stadium in

         18  Manhattan. That's why they rejected the Jets. They

         19  even rejected the Olympics. If these deals were so

         20  great, how come those communities don't want them?

         21                 We are making a mistake here. We have

         22  to address poverty and the poor, and by making the

         23  rich richer is not the way to go.

         24                 I hope in the future that we rethink

         25  these pilot programs and the use of this money. That
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          2  we rethink these deals that we're making with

          3  stadiums. You study any study across the country,

          4  they'll tell you that stadiums do not work.

          5                 Everybody knows that we need jobs, so

          6  they're going to give you 25 percent jobs. You give

          7  me this deal, I'll give you $500,000 a year too,

          8  with this kind of deal. I'm telling you, they're

          9  ripping us off and we need to protect our people

         10  more.

         11                 We need to reprioritize our efforts

         12  in developing this City, develop East New York,

         13  Brownsville, Harlem, develop the South Bronx with

         14  the same kind of money and commitment that you have

         15  at the baseball fields.

         16                 With that, I vote no on preconsidered

         17  Reso 259, the new Bronx Stadium Project, and I vote

         18  no on preconsidered Reso 260, the new Queens Stadium

         19  Project, and aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just rise to

         22  also congratulate the Queens Delegation and the

         23  Bronx Delegation. Everybody says great things about

         24  Leroy Comrie, I would not expect anything less. So,

         25  that's the real him.
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          2                 And I want to say also that the Bronx

          3  Delegation, I think it's particularly excellent that

          4  there will be a station there, I'm hoping that it

          5  will also add to less parking spaces and be a place

          6  where people will understand the importance of

          7  public transportation, no matter where they come

          8  from. And I hope, as I said earlier, that both

          9  buildings, I know they will follow the lead

         10  standard, but I hope that there will be an increased

         11  attention as we negotiate into the specifics that

         12  they become environmentally correct buildings,

         13  following the lead of healthy schools, healthy

         14  stadiums. And I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, just a moment to explain my vote. I wanted

         18  to just add my congratulations to Council Member

         19  Comrie, the Speaker and her staff, as well as

         20  Council Member Monserrate.

         21                 When we sat down last week to look at

         22  the use of PILOTs for the Mets Stadium, many of us

         23  were dismayed at the lack of good will that was

         24  sitting at the table with this Council to make this

         25  bill happen, and I'm just glad to hear that the
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          2  Administration realized that we meant business.

          3                 You know, when we talk about setting

          4  precedence in this town about the use of public

          5  dollars for private ventures to support economic

          6  initiatives, there has to be a win/win scenario, and

          7  I think we all recognize that, and I'm glad that the

          8  Administration recognized that too.

          9                 Congratulations to the people of

         10  Flushing and Corona and College Point, and I vote

         11  aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Madam Public

         14  advocate, can I be excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: In a City that

         17  is supposed to be one of the best cities in the

         18  world, and in my opinion the best city in the world,

         19  we need to have opportunities for people that visit

         20  this City and residents in this City to have a

         21  sports experience, to have an entertainment

         22  experience, to have venues that can have large

         23  participation, that have opportunities for economic

         24  development that will guarantee opportunities for

         25  MWBE, that will guarantee opportunities for New York
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          2  City-based businesses, to participate in it, that

          3  can continually rotate and create jobs, that can

          4  continually reach out and find new ways to involve

          5  the New York City residents in the working of the

          6  project, in the construction of the project, in the

          7  vendoring of the project, in the business

          8  relationship in the project, and in the charitable

          9  benefits from the project.

         10                 We also have to make sure that as

         11  City elected officials, that we do our best to

         12  advocate for our communities, for any project that

         13  comes to this City, mindful of the fact that we want

         14  to try to reduce unemployment in the City by

         15  creating MWBEs and project labor agreements that

         16  will guarantee new workers opportunities to work,

         17  that will be training new workers to come to

         18  different venues and gain jobs for the first time.

         19                 I think that no one had the mindset

         20  to stop the development of new entities that we

         21  frankly need to generate dollars for this City,

         22  whether direct or indirect.

         23                 Clearly, these are two institutions,

         24  both the Yankees and the Mets, that generate

         25  positive economic dollars for the City, and because
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          2  of these two projects, we will be creating

          3  construction jobs, we will be creating opportunities

          4  for new jobs, we will be creating opportunities for

          5  new people to take advantage of jobs.

          6                 So, I'm glad that we have gotten to

          7  the point where we can vote these projects and I

          8  encourage all of the members today to remember that

          9  whatever we're doing, job creation and economic

         10  development is part of our obligation to reach out

         11  to all members of the City, and I think we've done

         12  so with both projects. I encourage everyone to vote

         13  aye.

         14                 I'm voting aye on all. Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my
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          2  vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

          5                 I don't often quibble with the

          6  Speaker, but she made a comment that she looked at

          7  this deal and saw everything that the Mets needed,

          8  and I'm still looking for a starting second baseman.

          9                 Oddo and Vallone are both available.

         10  Good double-play combination.

         11                 I am very, very pleased to be voting

         12  for the Mets Project today, not just as a life-long

         13  Met fan and a father of two boys, Max and Harry, who

         14  have New York Mets wallpaper in their bedroom, quite

         15  literally, but as a New Yorker, and I have to tell

         16  you, as a Brooklyn Councilman, it was about 50 years

         17  ago that Brooklyn lost national league baseball

         18  because of the shortsightedness of Robert Moses and

         19  this City in refusing to build a stadium to keep the

         20  Brooklyn Dodgers here.

         21                 I'm glad we're not making that same

         22  mistake today with the New York Mets. I am very,

         23  very glad that National League Baseball will remain

         24  in this town. And I do want to say as well, Jimmy,

         25  that the 2006 World Championship Mets are owned by
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          2  someone who never needs defending, and was a proud

          3  good Brooklyn Jewish kid. And, so, I am very pleased

          4  to vote aye on the Mets Project today and all of the

          5  matters in the General Order calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I would be

         11  less than honest if I said I wasn't sick of baseball

         12  and stadium. And as you know, I am a sports fanatic,

         13  but baseball season cannot be over fast enough for

         14  me. I'm almost to the point that I'm ready to root

         15  for the Red Socks. I said almost to the point.

         16                 But, no, seriously, I want to say

         17  that we, you know, DeBlasio, Council Member DeBlasio

         18  mentioned this MetroNorth Stadium -- I mean

         19  MetroNorth Station, and that is nice but there is

         20  still no commitment to reduce the additional parking

         21  spaces. And as you know, I am not a proponent of

         22  this new Yankee deal. Unfortunately, every day that

         23  I drive home and pass the stadium, I am reminded how

         24  much I am not a proponent of that. And I applaud the

         25  Mets for being better neighbors than the Yankees.
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          2                 And, so, in that vain I am voting no

          3  on preconsidered Resolution 259, and aye on all

          4  other coupled general orders.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          8  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

          9  explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I wanted to

         12  just say a thank you to my colleagues in the Queens

         13  Delegation, in particular Leroy Comrie for doing an

         14  outstanding job and working so diligently to do

         15  what's best for Queens County, and I'd certainly

         16  like to thank the Mets as well for being good

         17  corporate citizens and good neighbors, and working

         18  with us to make sure that we have a good agreement

         19  between us.

         20                 I also want to thank the Speaker's

         21  staff for keeping us informed and working with us.

         22                 It was really a great experience to

         23  get such cooperation and help from the Speaker and

         24  the staff.

         25                 So, I'm going to proudly vote aye on
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          2  all coupled General Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I wish to speak on my vote.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I just want

         10  to say that I wish to be associated with the remarks

         11  of Dennis Gallagher who just said what I was going

         12  to say. So, I just, you know, thank the leadership

         13  of the Council, Leroy and all my colleagues from the

         14  Queens Delegation, the Mets and all the good folks

         15  who worked so hard to bring us to this great day.

         16                 So, I proudly and happily vote aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, could I have a second to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you very

         25  much.
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          2                 I, too, would like to thank my

          3  colleagues and the Queens Delegation who worked

          4  incredibly hard. Leroy, David, everybody in the

          5  Delegation. I'd also like to thank Leroy's family

          6  who missed him for the past few weeks as he

          7  negotiated and represented all of us.

          8                 Madam Public Advocate, I'm in favor

          9  of this plan, and, you know, I've been a Met fan my

         10  entire life. I was allowed to go to Shea Stadium by

         11  myself before I was allowed to get on the train and

         12  come to Manhattan, but I'm not in favor of this

         13  project for sentimental reasons.

         14                 I'm in favor of this project because

         15  it's good for Queens, it's good for New York.

         16                 I think it was Hubert Humphrey who

         17  said that the best social program was a good job.

         18  And this project is going to create a lot of good

         19  jobs, both in the construction and in permanent

         20  jobs.

         21                 And there's an additional thing, in

         22  addition to the jobs that it will create. It will

         23  also bring millions of people to Queens every single

         24  year to see a ball game. And as they're riding the 7

         25  train or on the LIE or the Grand Central, I hope
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          2  that they'll look around and they'll see a borough

          3  in the midst of an economic residential and cultural

          4  renaissance. And they'll say, wow, this may not be

          5  what I expected, and maybe they'll stay awhile.

          6  Maybe they'll drop anchor and buy a house and raise

          7  a family, send their kids to school, or start a

          8  business.

          9                 Now, the Mets are part of Queens, and

         10  I'm happy to say that they're never going to leave

         11  now.

         12                 With that, I vote yes on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         17  May I be excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         20                 I wholeheartedly congratulate Leroy

         21  Comrie, Hiram Monserrate, and all of the Queens

         22  Delegation members, along with the Speaker's staff

         23  for bringing about a resolution that I thought would

         24  not happen today.

         25                 I thought that this item was not
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          2  going to be on the agenda, because of the situation,

          3  if you reflect back approximately a week ago.

          4                 But I'm happy to stand here as a

          5  member of this body, and also as a co-chair of the

          6  Black, Latino and Asian Caucus, knowing that as my

          7  colleague Eric Gioia said, they're going to be jobs

          8  and not only jobs for Queens residents but jobs for

          9  minority and woman-owned businesses, and that's

         10  very, very important here in New York City.

         11                 And especially because over the past

         12  eight years under the Giuliani Administration,

         13  Minority and Woman-owned businesses have been frozen

         14  out. And this will increase that opportunity for

         15  minority and woman owned businesses to get a piece

         16  of the pie, in order to have a job to pay rent, to

         17  have food on the table, to have health benefits,

         18  those are the basic things that we want to do.

         19                 So, I applaud all of you for bringing

         20  about this resolution, and as a Council Member

         21  representing Northern Manhattan, I wholeheartedly

         22  say thank you for bringing unity and peace in the

         23  Queens Delegation, and I vote yes on all items.'

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: What do the

          5  Yankees, the Mets, Nascar and the Jets have in

          6  common? They all were subject to ULURP. Where is the

          7  Nets? Where is the Atlantic Yard? They are not

          8  subject to ULURP. Why is that? I ask all of my

          9  colleagues that question.

         10                 Why is the community benefits

         11  agreement that received much fanfare, why does it

         12  not reflect the community that I represent? Why are

         13  all the organizations, the seven organizations who

         14  signed onto that community benefits agreement from

         15  the further outskirts of the Borough of Brooklyn.

         16  Why does the CBA not deal with design? Why does it

         17  not deal with traffic mitigation? Why does it not

         18  deal with stormwater runoff? Why does it not deal

         19  with a significant number of other issues? Why is it

         20  not signed by the construction labor union? Why is

         21  it not signed by any member of government?

         22                 The Mayor of the City of New York was

         23  only a witness to that agreement. Why is it only

         24  signed by the developer and seven groups, again, not

         25  reflected nor represented in the footprint of
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          2  Atlantic Yard.

          3                 That is because it is not a true CBA,

          4  it's an individual benefit agreement. And,

          5  therefore, I stand here again opposed to the

          6  Atlantic Yards as always, and because, again, I am

          7  jealous of what the Bronx Delegation and the Queens

          8  Delegation was able to do as a result of ULURP

          9  because they had leverage.

         10                 Let me also say that we are voting on

         11  an Atlantic Terrace project which is directly across

         12  the street from the proposed Atlantic Yards, which

         13  were subject to ULURP.

         14                 Well, we were successful in getting

         15  affordable housing. Most of the homes will be

         16  low-income co-ops and condos. Most of the units, the

         17  businesses will go to local businesses. Most of the

         18  development will benefit people from the community,

         19  particularly individuals from public housing who are

         20  unemployed, 70 percent unemployment.

         21                 That's what we were able to get as a

         22  result of a community planning meeting from the

         23  bottom up, not from the top down.

         24                 And, so, ladies and gentlemen, I am

         25  again, sadly, out of the process, not in the bull
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          2  pen, three strikes I'm out. Next the Jets, the Mets,

          3  Yankees, Nascar, that empowers delegations, and the

          4  Brooklyn Delegation, despite all of my talk from my

          5  members with regards to over-development, where are

          6  you on this issue?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I vote aye on

          9  this, but I abstain on preconsidered 259 and 260.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I, too, would

         16  like to add my thank you to the Speaker, to Chuck,

         17  to Ramon, to Leroy, to Hiram and everyone who spent

         18  so much time here today.

         19                 But I think I'd be remiss, you know,

         20  there's two sides of this issue about helping to pay

         21  for stadiums, or giving tax-free financing to

         22  stadiums in the City of New York. I would like to

         23  point out one thing: From everything I have read and

         24  seen in the newspapers and through our research, the

         25  New York Mets is the biggest private investment ever
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          2  in the Borough of Queens. It is about $600 million,

          3  and I think I would be remiss if I did not put that

          4  on the record.

          5                 We can argue on the merits of the

          6  other issues, but it's important not to dismiss the

          7  largest private investment in this borough.

          8                 And in the end, ladies and gentlemen,

          9  it is also about what Councilman Oddo was talking

         10  about. It is about New York City being the best City

         11  I believe in the world. It is about expecting the

         12  most from our teams, it is about expecting the most

         13  from our City. It is about putting our best face

         14  forward when tourists come here.

         15                 And I do believe, in order to have a

         16  first class City, we must have first class stadiums,

         17  in order for our teams to play in. We deserve

         18  nothing less, when other cities are giving it to

         19  their teams.

         20                 I also believe it's about so many

         21  things that this project has to offer. It's about

         22  our children. It's about the Mets' involvement with

         23  our children. Children still need heroes in the City

         24  of New York, and I do believe that the Mets going in

         25  our school system and dealing with the literacy
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          2  programs is going to be a great asset to the future

          3  of our children in the borough of Queens. It's about

          4  laborers who need to work, this will create

          5  thousands of jobs for our laborers in the City of

          6  New York. It's about seasonal employees who have

          7  come from Queens and from the City of New York and

          8  will have jobs because this stadium is being built.

          9                 In the end, it is about showing the

         10  pride of this City. It's about negotiating with a

         11  team who is willing to come to the table and an

         12  administration who is willing to come to the table

         13  in the end. And I believe it was about the Queens

         14  Delegation, working, and this is my only analogy,

         15  working as a team together to get what we need for

         16  our borough. I thank my colleagues for their

         17  support. It truly was what made us get here today,

         18  and I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, may I be excused to briefly explain my

          6  vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate, I want to first congratulate

         10  Council Member Koppell on the zoning, landmark

         11  zoning of his house, which he has not invited me to

         12  yet. And I also want to commend Council Hiram

         13  Monserrate for sticking to what he believed was best

         14  for his constituency, his district. At a time when

         15  he was highly criticized, at a time when things were

         16  rough, he stood his grounds.

         17                 And I want to commend Council Member

         18  Leroy Comrie for being a good negotiator and a good

         19  leader in his delegation to ensure that both sides

         20  met the needs, and that now in Queens we have a

         21  corporate partner that is going to be more involved

         22  with the community, and particularly with our kids,

         23  our little leagues, which was Monserrate's biggest

         24  issue, in terms of having a baseball team in his

         25  district, and not having the involvement with those
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          2  future baseball players within the community.

          3                 So, I want to commend him for

          4  sticking to his believe and ensuring that out of

          5  this deal, our kids got the best deal possible. So,

          6  congratulations, Council Member Monserrate, and I

          7  vote aye on all. And the invitation I am still

          8  awaiting from Council Member Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         15  Chair, an opportunity to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Let me

         18  just say that in particular I'm extremely sensitive

         19  to the comments that have been made by my colleague

         20  Council Member Barron, and the reality is that there

         21  are many concerns about public investment in private

         22  developments and in projects, and I think that we as

         23  a body should look towards dealing with that more

         24  effectively in the future. Today in the prestated

         25  press conference, the Speaker spoke about working
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          2  towards ensuring a better system to come up with

          3  community benefits agreements, or different

          4  terminology.

          5                 The reality is that we do live in a

          6  capitalist society, and that there will be public

          7  investment into private projects and the reality is

          8  that in some instances that's a good thing. And the

          9  fact that New York will have two world class

         10  baseball teams said something about this very great

         11  City that I love. And I look forward to working with

         12  all my colleagues to be sure that in both the Bronx,

         13  in Queens and in the other future developments,

         14  there is 100 percent complete compliance on these

         15  agreements, and that those benefits trickle down to

         16  the local blocks into the community.

         17                 I want to thank all that participated

         18  and the divergence of views and discussions, and I

         19  look forward to working with you all.

         20                 Thank you very much, and I vote aye

         21  on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all,

         24  and I request unanimous consent -- I lost sight of

         25  this. My machine is not working. Unanimous consent
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          2  to vote aye on all resolutions, Madam Public

          3  Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I would like

          9  to vote aye on all. And Miguel Martinez, you're

         10  welcome to my house, even though it's not a

         11  landmark.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote no to

         14  preconsidered Resolution 259, and yes to all the

         15  rest.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I vote yes,

         18  and that you all are welcome to come to the house

         19  that Ruth built for the world series.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         22  explain my vote, please?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         25                 I vote aye on all, but I do have to
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          2  have a comment about all that we heard today on the

          3  Mets and the Shea Stadium.

          4                 I think it's important to note,

          5  especially to my colleague Mr. Barron, that we are

          6  made up, our communities are made up of all kinds of

          7  people, big industry, small industry, small

          8  business, schools, hospitals, et cetera, and I won't

          9  go into that, but the fact is we're overlooking that

         10  ancillary services that are provided through these

         11  stadiums, or our small business community. And we

         12  have huge, huge struggles to see that our small

         13  communities stay vibrant, and I do think that when

         14  we have something like the stadiums, and they have

         15  the willingness and the forthrightness and the

         16  boldness to make such commitments, we must not

         17  overlook that it's not only jobs, it's not only

         18  working with our students and having programs in the

         19  schools, but it's supporting a very important

         20  element of our communities, and that's a small

         21  business community, and I would urge everyone to

         22  vote on that.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Permission to

                                                            96

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I want to say

          5  congrats to the Queens Delegation and thank you to

          6  the Speaker.

          7                 I now see that we have an opportunity

          8  to have a Cricket stadium in Brooklyn. I say

          9  go-Mets-go. Very soon we might be having a Cricket

         10  Stadium in Brooklyn. Thank you. I vote aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I vote aye on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Permission to

         22  explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I would vote

         25  aye on all. I would just say on the questions of the
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          2  community benefits agreements, that I guess this is

          3  not going through ULURP, so as Council Member James

          4  said, this is not going through ULURP. But the point

          5  that the Council had an opportunity to represent the

          6  communities involved and make sure the communities

          7  are protected, I think that is a very good point,

          8  and I do think as future projects come here,

          9  certainly of course including the Brooklyn arena, I

         10  hope that the Council will have the opportunity to

         11  represent the affected neighborhoods, as they have

         12  done here.

         13                 I just wanted, on the car insurance

         14  bill, thank the staff who worked so effectively on

         15  it. My Legislative Director, very, very talented,

         16  Randall Johnson, Ann Thomas from the Council's

         17  Office who did all the hard work with drafting the

         18  bill, and Rob Newman, who very capably sheparded it

         19  through to passage, I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         22  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         23                 I'm going to throw out a name that I

         24  don't think anyone in this body will recognize with

         25  the exception of Lew Fidler and Chuck and Mr. Wilpon

                                                            98

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  up in the audience, and that's the name of Fernando

          3  Martinez, who is a 17-year-old kid, who is ripping

          4  up low A ball right, batting 323 with on-base

          5  percentage of 400 and a slugging percentage over

          6  500, and in 2009, or shortly thereafter, Fernando

          7  Martinez will be running around the brand new Jackie

          8  Robinson Stadium, and that's going to be a great

          9  thing.

         10                 And I just take, not exception,

         11  that's too harsh, I just fundamentally disagree with

         12  the notion that we build these two stadiums, putting

         13  aside the fact that we've addressed for the most

         14  part the Land Use items, but I object to the notion

         15  that we build these stadiums, that and somehow

         16  negates our responsibility to the poor and

         17  education, moreover somehow that prevents us from

         18  our, living up to our responsibilities and our

         19  commitment. I don't think it does. I don't think the

         20  two are mutually exclusive. And I think at the end

         21  of the day, New York every day does a million

         22  different things, a million different ways to help

         23  all New Yorkers. And I proudly vote aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  If I may
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          2  explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

          5                 Ladies and gentlemen, I think that

          6  today is a very good day, because what we're doing

          7  is showing that New York City is a very, very

          8  progressive City moving forward in a very positive

          9  movement.

         10                 Now, I'm a Yankees' fan at heart, and

         11  I am very proud of the work we did on behalf of

         12  Yankee Stadium. And I am a New York fan. I'm very

         13  proud of the work that the Queens Delegation did on

         14  behalf of Shea Stadium, Jackie Robinson Stadium over

         15  in Queens. But Helen, making reference to the Red

         16  Socks, now that's foul language in this City. So, I

         17  think that should be punishable by fullest extent of

         18  the law.

         19                 No, in all seriousness, I think that,

         20  you know, we have to always take into consideration

         21  the fact that we are creating jobs in areas that

         22  need it most. We are making sure that people who

         23  would not be able to go see a Mets game or a Yankee

         24  game will now have an opportunity to do so. And I

         25  just want to commend the entire Queens Delegation
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          2  for their fine work, Leroy Comrie, Hiram,

          3  Monserrate, Melinda Katz, and Dave Weprin and the

          4  entire team, you know, for everything that they have

          5  done on behalf of their community.

          6                 It is an outstanding deal. It is

          7  something that should be applauded, and I just want

          8  to thank the Mets and the Yankees for understanding

          9  that being part of a community means really being a

         10  part of it, and that means investing in its

         11  infrastructure and the development and making sure

         12  that everybody can have a chance to play ball.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         18  today's General Order calendar were adopted by a

         19  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         20  and zero abstentions, with the exception of Reso

         21  259, which was adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         22  affirmative, three negative, one abstention; and

         23  Reso 260, which is adopted by a vote of 48 in the

         24  affirmative, one negative, one abstention.

         25                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were
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          2  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative and zero

          3  negative.

          4                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are being

          6  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

          7  agenda.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          9  of Resolution.

         10                 May I remind you all, please, that

         11  you have one minute for the discussion of the

         12  resolutions.

         13                 And first we have Council Member

         14  Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 Madam Public Advocate, I want to ask

         18  my colleagues to support Resolution 193, which

         19  announces the Anti-Terrorism and Illegal Immigration

         20  Control Act, HR 4437.

         21                 This is in no way, shape, form or

         22  mean an anti-terrorism legislation. This is a total

         23  anti-immigration legislation, and as the discussion

         24  are moving forward to have a comprehensive

         25  immigration bill, this Council again steps --
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          3  please. Hold on, Miguel. Could you be quiet, please?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Let's deport

          5  them.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'll give

          7  you a few more seconds, Miguel.

          8                 Please, everybody. Show him some

          9  respect.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I get another full minute now.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Half.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Again, I'm

         15  asking the support of my colleagues on Resolution

         16  193, which denounces the House Bill HR 4437, which

         17  is not in any form an anti-terrorism bill but more

         18  an anti-immigrant bill and as we move forward in the

         19  discussion of a comprehensive immigration reform

         20  bill, this Council steps forward in denouncing these

         21  types of bill, and showing that this bill would have

         22  a negative impact in the City of New York, and most

         23  of the work that this Council has done in the years

         24  to protect the services for immigrant, to put in

         25  money for English courses and put English for
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          2  citizenship programs will definitely be jeopardized.

          3  So, I ask my colleagues to please support Reso 193

          4  in asking for a real comprehensive immigration

          5  reform in denouncing HR 4437.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          7  Council Member.

          8                 Council Member Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         10  much.

         11                 As you know from the arm bands and

         12  the stickers, pins that I've distributed today, we

         13  are hopefully passing a resolution today which would

         14  say support the April 30th demonstration in

         15  Washington to stop the genocide in Darfur. It's

         16  obviously something that was put together by many

         17  organizations working worldwide, particularly former

         18  City Council Member Ruth Messinger, who is now head

         19  of the American Jewish world organization.

         20                 It's to her credit I think that this

         21  wonderful solidary march is taking place.

         22                 So I urge you all to support the

         23  resolution. The purpose is to put the City of New

         24  York on record to state that 400,000 people dying,

         25  504 people a day in the Sudan is absolutely not
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          2  acceptable, and our President should be doing much

          3  more to stop it.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I wanted to add my voice to that of

         10  Council Member Martinez with respect to the passage

         11  of Resolution 193, denouncing the Board of

         12  Protection Anti-terrorism and Illegal Immigration

         13  Control Act of 2005.

         14                 The criminalization of immigrants is

         15  really a disgrace in this nation. Founded by, built

         16  by, continued to be renewed by immigrants.

         17                 When the first immigrants came to

         18  this nation, I doubt if they had a Visa or passport

         19  when they first met the Native Americans here.

         20                 So, to criminalize those who have

         21  come after us and criminalize us as public officials

         22  who often times have to interact and provide support

         23  services to people who are new Americans, is really

         24  a disgrace and truly the height of hypocrisy as

         25  respects to this nation.
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          2                 I want to encourage my colleagues to

          3  really keep the feet to the fire to get rid of this

          4  legislation, and let's look at real immigration

          5  reform.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council Member.

          9                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 It's a very simple comment. I want to

         13  thank Council Member Brewer and thank Chair Recchia

         14  for the Resolution on Darfur.

         15                 If you look at the wristbands that

         16  were handed out, it says a simple message "not on

         17  our watch." And a lot of us had the opportunity to

         18  see the movie Hotel Ruanda when it came out a year

         19  or so ago, and you look at that and you realize what

         20  happened not so many years ago, a lot of people were

         21  not watching out on their watch and protecting

         22  people in need.

         23                 And, so, it's our time to stand up. I

         24  think it's very, very important that this Council

         25  support this resolution.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, I would

          6  strongly urge all my colleagues here today to vote

          7  in favor of Resolution 177-A. That is, since 2003,

          8  the Governor of Sudan has engaged in a series of

          9  oppressive military actions is Darfur, and I'm

         10  asking all my colleagues to stand up, like Gale

         11  Brewer said, she brought this to our attention, that

         12  it's time for people in New York to stand up and

         13  participate in the rally on April 30th, this coming

         14  Sunday, and for everyone to say it has to stop.

         15  What's going on in this part of the country, it's

         16  sad, it's dismal, and the crimes being perpetrated

         17  against innocent people of Darfur is a disgrace and

         18  it's horrible.

         19                 But we have to stand up today and

         20  vote in favor of this and send a message that we, in

         21  New York City, are not going to stand by and let

         22  this happen, and calling on the president to take

         23  action, to take action now, and to send in the

         24  troops.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Once again, I

          4  want to ask my colleague to support Reso 193.

          5                 Brothers and sisters, I want you to

          6  remember that all of us are immigrants. Each and

          7  every one of us is considered an immigration, and

          8  just because we have that privilege as being a

          9  citizen now, and we can vote and do all those

         10  things, it doesn't mean we can forget those who have

         11  just arrived.

         12                 So, I ask you to support Reso 193,

         13  the immigration -- the Reso denouncing the Border

         14  Protection, Anti-Terrorism and Illegal Immigration

         15  Control Act of 2005, which is basically denouncing

         16  HR 4437.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I'd just like to add my voice to the

         23  cause of those who are coming out in support of Reso

         24  177-A to have all of the people of New York and

         25  members of this Council to speak out against
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          2  genocide.

          3                 This, as many of us know, is the week

          4  that Jews in New York City and Jews of the World

          5  remember the Holocaust and we should be mindful of

          6  the fact that there's another Holocaust going on and

          7  do everything we can to raise our voice.

          8                 I thank Council Member Brewer for

          9  bringing this forward and I urge all of my

         10  colleagues to vote yes on 177-A, and also to

         11  participate in the rally on April 30th.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The

         14  resolutions, seeing nobody else --

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to

         16  thank Council Member Recchia for bringing the bill

         17  to our attention, and it was his leadership that

         18  made it pass. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, let's

         20  have a voice vote, please.

         21                 Resolution 177-A. All in favor?

         22                 Opposed?

         23                 Adopted.

         24                 193. In favor?

         25                 Opposed?
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          2                 Adopted.

          3                 General Discussion.

          4                 Council Member Sanders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I'm very grateful that the City

          8  Council today is dealing with a great injustice in

          9  my district, in particular, but the City in general,

         10  and that injustice is how these, some unscrupulous

         11  developers are using the zoning regulations to rip

         12  and tear communities to pieces.

         13                 And I'm speaking right now about a

         14  community called Bayswater, in my district, where we

         15  are doing some right zoning, and finding a way to

         16  protect the people.

         17                 But I do call upon our Mayor to take

         18  more of an active approach on this. This problem is

         19  like a balloon. If you squeeze the one area, it is

         20  spreading to other areas. We do need to have a

         21  Citywide attack on this issue.

         22                 And I call on my colleagues to really

         23  stand firm with your people of your community so

         24  that we can do something about this.

         25                 Congratulations to the people of
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          2  Bayswater for their hard fight.

          3                 We will continue this fight til we

          4  stop this problem in my district. I will continue

          5  this fight til we stop this problem in New York

          6  City.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Garodnick.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I rise today to invite my colleagues

         13  to join me on May 22nd to a forum in my district to

         14  address Citywide issues of quality of life.

         15                 New York has truly significant

         16  challenges, from affordable housing to getting our

         17  children a good education, to improving our

         18  transportation infrastructure.

         19                 Yet, quality of life issues affect

         20  everything that we do. They affect how we live, how

         21  we sleep, where we walk and how we treat and feel

         22  about our City.

         23                 All members in this room appreciate

         24  the broken window theory of order in municipalities.

         25  Let one element of the City erode and others are

                                                            111

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  sure to follow. And this could be applicable in any

          3  number of issues, but it certainly is for noise,

          4  which this Council took steps to address in

          5  December, newspaper boxes in disrepair, illegal

          6  vending, graffiti, an issue that has been championed

          7  by my colleagues, Council Members Vallone and Oddo

          8  and others, and commercial bicycles that do not

          9  follow traffic rules. These all continue to be a

         10  challenge here in New York City.

         11                 Recognizing that some of these are

         12  enforcement concerns, some are issues of overlapping

         13  jurisdictions, and some simply need corrective

         14  legislative action, I stand here today asking you to

         15  join me in addressing anew issues of quality of life

         16  in New York City.

         17                 The forum is going to be on May 22nd

         18  at 6:00 in the evening, and I'm proud to be joined

         19  by our colleagues Council Members Jessica Lappin and

         20  Rosie Mendez as co-sponsors, as well as by our

         21  Borough President Scott Stringer, the Municipal Arts

         22  Society and others in supporting this event.

         23                 We would welcome members of the City

         24  Council at the event as co-sponsors or attendees.

         25  More details will follow and I certainly hope you
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          2  will join us in this important discussion.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I just want to speak a little about

          9  water rates. Many of us know that the Water Board

         10  has put out a proposed increase of 9.4 percent. I

         11  sent around to all of the members offices a schedule

         12  of when the hearings were going to be in all of your

         13  boroughs, and also indicated that I was going to be

         14  meeting with the Board and doing some financial

         15  analysis and letting you know sort of what I, my

         16  staff, and some of the Speaker's staff, and I thank

         17  the Speaker for giving me some of the Central Staff

         18  of the Finance Division to help us crunch some of

         19  the numbers.

         20                 So, tomorrow we will be issuing our

         21  document that will go to the Water Board. It will be

         22  sort of our counter proposal, and we will back that

         23  up with our facts and figures so that all of the

         24  members will have that in advance of the hearings

         25  next week. So, hopefully this can inform your
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          2  comments, if you wish to comment on the water rates.

          3                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          4  Advocate. And I wish to thank some of the members

          5  who have been working very closely with me on this

          6  and asked me about this particularly, and Council

          7  Member Vacca from the Bronx have been very active,

          8  and a real advocate for low water rates. Thank you,

          9  Council Member Vacca and thank you, Madam Public

         10  Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you very

         14  much, Public Advocate.

         15                 I wish to draw my colleagues'

         16  attention to Intro. 307. The New York City Council,

         17  several years back, wrote and introduced Local Law

         18  11.

         19                 Local Law 11 deals with the parapets

         20  on buildings that are six stories, over six stories.

         21  With the installation of cell towers on these

         22  parapets, it has made it impossible for buildings to

         23  repair what we have as a local law to do so.

         24                 So, what has happened is that our

         25  buildings and our property owners bare the cost of
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          2  the violations and, yet, they have no power in which

          3  to correct what this body voted on some time back

          4  and the reason for Local Law 11 is to protect the

          5  people of the City of New York, and that came into

          6  being because such a thing happened when the tops of

          7  buildings collapsed and they actually killed several

          8  people on the street.

          9                 This introduction is to see that when

         10  cell towers are installed by the permission of the

         11  buildings, that they have to, in their plans, for

         12  installing these cell towers, that they must allow

         13  for the repair of the parapets or whatever is on the

         14  roof. And they must show that when they file their

         15  plans for doing it.

         16                 And it's a question, what supersedes

         17  our City laws? I think this is the issue. We pass

         18  laws in the City Council, we have to see that we're

         19  able to enforce them.

         20                 So, I urge everyone for signing on to

         21  that, and I wish to thank all those who were very

         22  instrumental in developing this proposed

         23  legislation.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 My colleagues, this Saturday, April

          6  29th, the United for Peace and Justice is sponsoring

          7  a march, a rally, in order to call for an end of the

          8  war in Iraq, and to declare New York City a peace

          9  zone, where anyone, no matter where you're from,

         10  what part of the world, no matter what race, color,

         11  creed, national origin, sexual orientation, New York

         12  City is the place for peace and welcomes all

         13  individuals.

         14                 So, I ask you to come out and support

         15  United for Peace and Justice in their march and

         16  rally this Saturday, to end the war in Iraq and

         17  bring our troops home, and in order to invest the

         18  tens of billions of dollars that we're spending on

         19  this war, in education, health care, housing, the

         20  infrastructure, and all of the things that we need

         21  in order to bring ourselves up as a country where we

         22  all can be proud to say that we are taking care of

         23  our own.

         24                 Right now we're not. And, so, I ask

         25  you to come out and support them on this Saturday,
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          2  April 29th.

          3                 Also, my colleagues, today New

          4  Yorkers for Small Class Size went into court to

          5  argue their case to put their referendum of small

          6  class size on a ballot so that the people of New

          7  York City will have an opportunity to determine

          8  whether or not they want smaller class size in New

          9  York City.

         10                 The same as the rest of the State. We

         11  don't want anything more. We want small class size

         12  in New York City.

         13                 Experts have said the two most

         14  important things in a child's education is a

         15  qualified teacher in every classroom, and small

         16  class size, and that's all we're asking for, to give

         17  the people of New York City the opportunity to vote

         18  on this in November.

         19                 So, I ask you to support us in that

         20  particular matter. I am an intervenor along with the

         21  Hispanic Society and being represented by Randy

         22  Mastro, who is the former Deputy Mayor of the City

         23  of New York.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

          4                 Members, today I am reintroducing

          5  legislation from the last session, but as the

          6  problems are still existing, it's important that

          7  these pieces of legislation be introduced.

          8                 Intro. 284 would establish a

          9  computerized data base dealing with the storage and

         10  handling of hazardous substances, and the ability of

         11  emergency responses to the release of each

         12  substance.

         13                 The purpose of this legislation would

         14  permit City agencies, in effect the communities, to

         15  take the necessary response and protective measures

         16  so as to prevent any negative environmental impact

         17  on the residents of our City.

         18                 The second Intro. Deals with the

         19  expenses born by property owners to repair damages

         20  to water pipes extending from the City-owned water

         21  main to the property line. The problem, especially

         22  in Queens and in other parts of the City where we

         23  have high water tables, the damage incurs from

         24  instruction or even the legal heavy truck traffic or

         25  even legal truck traffic, and other causes beyond
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          2  the control of the homeowner, many of whom are

          3  seniors.

          4                 The third reintroduction, Intro. 286,

          5  requires a periodic review of the instructional

          6  material and training requirements of school safety

          7  officers.

          8                 As you could see from the incident in

          9  Brooklyn last week, it is important for the sake of

         10  our students and our schools that the training of

         11  these vitally important personnel remain timely and

         12  relevant so that our safety officers can deal with

         13  new and emerging problems.

         14                 The fourth piece of legislation is

         15  Intro. 287, which would remove the no damages for

         16  delay cause in New York City contracts.

         17                 We've heard from many small

         18  contractors, not-for-profit groups and minority and

         19  woman entrepreneurs that the unreasonable delay in

         20  the awarding of City contracts, and in the payment

         21  of contracts after they're completed, have caused

         22  many of them to abandon their efforts to obtain work

         23  with City agencies.

         24                 And the last one I'm introducing

         25  today, Intro. 288, would hopefully result in home
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          2  and property owners to receive more timely

          3  compensation for damages caused by contractors

          4  working for the City.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          6  Councilman.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Martinez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 Madam Public Advocate, I rise to ask

         14  the support of my colleagues, to support the

         15  National Immigrant Movement in Primetto Damao

         16  (phonetic) May 1st, where we're calling on those who

         17  can afford not to show up to work, not to show up to

         18  work, where we're calling on those merchants that

         19  can close their stores, to closer their stores; and

         20  we're calling on those merchants that cannot closer

         21  their stores, not to do any transaction during that

         22  day in Primetto Damao (phonetic).

         23                 What we're trying to prove is a day

         24  without immigrant in the United States. This is not

         25  just a New York City movement. It is a national
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          2  movement where we want to show the impact that

          3  immigrants do make up a large percentage of the

          4  local economies throughout cities in the United

          5  States, and that without immigrants, whether they're

          6  documented or undocumented, we are pretty much a

          7  large percentage of the work force that move this

          8  country.

          9                 And until we have real immigration

         10  reform that guaranty the unification of families,

         11  that guaranty the legalization of individuals, and

         12  unify family which is most importantly and stop the

         13  massive deportation, these movements are going to

         14  continue to take place, and New York City cannot be

         15  left behind.

         16                 And I ask my colleagues, that if you

         17  have someone who works for you and decides not to

         18  show up in Primetto Damao don't punish them. Support

         19  the movement. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 And Council members, don't show up to

         21  work either.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 Our colleague, Eric Gioia, earlier

          3  quoted Hubert Humphrey saying that the best social

          4  program is a good job, or really the quote was a

          5  job, and I must take exception because my colleague,

          6  Councilman Gioia, certainly has made it clear that

          7  he'd like to be the Public Advocate, and for him to

          8  quote Hubert Humphrey, when really Ronald Reagan was

          9  the one that said that. So, I appreciate elected

         10  officials or people, and I don't care about parties,

         11  so it doesn't matter to me whether it's a democrat

         12  or a republican, but for him to cloak Ronald

         13  Reagan's statement by saying Hubert Humphrey said

         14  it, and both of them are wonderful, I would really,

         15  really question him quoting people without

         16  researching it more carefully next time for his own

         17  sake.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Brewer. Oh, I think she actually said.

         20                 Gale? Okay, she did already.

         21                 Council Member Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         23  Madam Advocate.

         24                 I would like to just use the moment

         25  of my time to acknowledge the presence of my uncle
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          2  and long-time friend Mr. Jose Dilan. I just want to

          3  acknowledge him for all that he's done for me in my

          4  life, but most notably the amount of time that he's

          5  dedicated to my campaigns over the years, I just

          6  want to say publicly from the floor, I appreciate

          7  that.

          8                 And if he would have came in at the

          9  beginning of the discussion, I would ask that the

         10  rules be suspended so that he could have floor

         11  privileges. But since we're at the end of the

         12  session, I don't have to do that, Madam Advocate.

         13                 But I wanted to take the rest of my

         14  time to talk about some recent public events.

         15                 I wanted to publicly credit the

         16  Administration for moving along, and I hear there's

         17  a potential deal in the works, moving along the

         18  development of the World Trade Center, myself and a

         19  lot of my colleagues had come into this body right

         20  after 9/11 and I think it's a very strong step in

         21  the right direction that they start to move to

         22  develop this site.

         23                 And I think that's appropriate at

         24  this time because a federal jury is right now

         25  deciding the fate of Zacharis Masowi (phonetic) and
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          2  I just have a recommendation. I certainly don't want

          3  to tell the jury what to do in that case, and I know

          4  it's a sensitive area for some of the families who

          5  lost loved ones on 9/11. But I'm very, very tempted

          6  if I was on that jury, to give them a sentence of

          7  life in prison under 23 hour lock-down where all he

          8  could listen to for 23 hours a day would be our

          9  National Anthem and the Star Spangled Banner.

         10                 I just want to put that out there as

         11  a potential recommendation, and I thank you, Madam

         12  Advocate, for the time.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All right,

         14  Council Member DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 Today I'm introducing proposed

         18  resolution 636, and it's in response to a decision

         19  by the Department of Education recently, to reduce

         20  the types of milk that are offered in the cafeterias

         21  of our City schools.

         22                 Now, I'll tell you, anyone who is a

         23  parent will understand that nothing is more

         24  fundamental than ensuring that kids drink milk

         25  during their formative years. And on the surface of
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          2  things, I think the Department of Education is

          3  trying to do something well intentioned. They're

          4  trying to ensure kids are less obese and they're

          5  trying to ensure that kids don't drink whole milk if

          6  there are other alternatives available.

          7                 But unfortunately the Department of

          8  Education went ahead with this policy about having a

          9  dialogue with pediatricians and school nutritionists

         10  and others who would make clear that there's more to

         11  this issue than might be apparent because the number

         12  one concern has to be that children continue to

         13  drink milk, and it's important it be the lowest fat

         14  content possible. But the worst of all worlds would

         15  be if children started to not choose to drink milk

         16  in the school, and particularly bad would be if they

         17  started to drink sugar-based drinks and got no

         18  nutrition at all from their beverages.

         19                 The Department of Education, again, I

         20  think is trying to do something well intentioned,

         21  but what they're doing is taking all of the types of

         22  options that kids truly prefer, and I can say as a

         23  parent I know this for a fact, which are the

         24  flavored milks, they're only providing a fat-free

         25  version of that, and I think there's already
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          2  evidence that kids are not going to be drinking that

          3  and they're going to pass that up.

          4                 So, Resolution 636 calls upon the

          5  Department of Education to assess the impact of

          6  their new policy, to look at what it's doing in

          7  terms of consumption of milk and the nutrition of

          8  kids. And to make sure that in the name of doing

          9  something good, we're not accidentally causing kids

         10  to have less nutrients and less opportunity to grow

         11  healthy.

         12                 And it's my hope that after a clear

         13  review, the Department of Education will have a

         14  discussion with real experts in the field and with

         15  parents to determine what's the best way to ensure

         16  that kids will drink milk on a regular basis.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I just wanted to bring to my

         23  colleagues attention that I reintroduced today

         24  Intro. 283, which is a bill to reestablish the Fire

         25  Cadet Program. You know, for too long this City has
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          2  ignored the issue of having one of the most

          3  segregated Fire Departments in the United States.

          4                 It's time that this body address this

          5  issue and compel the FDNY to do what it cannot seem

          6  to do on its own, diversify the Department.

          7                 If the conservative Bush

          8  Administration and Justice Department feels

          9  compelled to investigate the diversity issues of our

         10  Fire Department here in the City of New York, then

         11  we certainly need to prioritize this issue, and work

         12  to assure that all avenues are pursued to make the

         13  FDNY a workplace that welcomes women and people of

         14  color. And certainly if the New York City Police

         15  Department can have a Cadet Program that they've

         16  been operating year-after-year, then a lot of the

         17  excuses that we've heard with respect to civil

         18  service, things of that nature, has been overcome by

         19  that Department and can be overcome by the FDNY.

         20                 I encourage all of my colleagues to

         21  sign onto the establishment of a Fire Cadet Program.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Freedom is not
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          2  free. We all have to make sacrifices for the greater

          3  good for noble causes.

          4                 Roger Toussaint, the President of the

          5  Transport Workers Union, sits in jail today. He sits

          6  in jail today because he stood up for the rights of

          7  the working class, he stood up because he was a

          8  representative of the labor union. He stood up

          9  because of flaws in the Taylor Law.

         10                 Mr. Toussaint is a symbol, a symbol

         11  of a nascent labor movement, which is under attack,

         12  not only at the City but of the State of New York

         13  and across this nation.

         14                 Roger Toussaint sits in jail today,

         15  only because he wanted to improve the conditions of

         16  the workers, of the Transport Workers Union.

         17                 Organized labor has been used as a

         18  vehicle for people to go and to get to the middle

         19  class, particularly for people of color, not only in

         20  this City and this nation -- not only in this City

         21  and State, but throughout this nation. I stand with

         22  Roger Toussaint. I walked across the bridge for

         23  Roger Toussaint. I defend Roger Toussaint, and I

         24  defend my position on behalf of all the labor

         25  leaders throughout the City of New York. We can no
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          2  longer tolerate an attack on labor leaders.

          3                 And, so, today I say that Roger

          4  Toussaint sits in jail, but he does not sit there

          5  alone. He sits in there with all of the workers

          6  throughout the City of New York, all organized labor

          7  throughout the City of New York. His cause is our

          8  cause, and it will not die. The labor movement will

          9  not die. We stand with him.

         10                 He stands in memory of Reverend

         11  Martin Luther King who went to Alabama -- who went

         12  to, excuse me, Atlanta to improve the rights of

         13  sanitation workers, and all of us, all of us should

         14  stand in defense of Roger Toussaint. Free Roger

         15  Toussaint, and long live the labor movement.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you

         19  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I also wanted to echo the remarks of

         21  Council Member James with respect to the

         22  incarceration of TWU leader Roger Toussaint. Today

         23  they will be holding a vigil from four to six on

         24  white street, and I invite my colleagues to join me.

         25                 But, obviously, there's even a sadder
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          2  day as the MTA voted down the acceptance of the

          3  contract that was recently voted upon by the

          4  workers.

          5                 I think that we need to send a

          6  message to the MTA that for, good or indifferent,

          7  the plight of the workers, the Transport Workers

          8  Union and workers in this City is one that's

          9  incredibly important to this Council, and I look to

         10  working with leaders and labor to ensure that this

         11  message never gets unheard.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         14  nobody else, anybody else? The Council member of

         15  April 26th is adjourned.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 4:15 p.m.)

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            130

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 26th day of April 2006.

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

                                   ---------------------

         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

                                                            131

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

