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          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Good morning, and

          3  welcome to the hearing on the Committee on

          4  Governmental Operations. I am Simcha Felder, Chair

          5  of the Committee, and I am joined by my colleagues,

          6  Council Member Dickens, Councilman Addabbo,

          7  Councilman Seabrook and Councilman Vallone.

          8                 Today the Committee will vote on

          9  proposed Intro. No. 190-A and proposed Intro. 191-A

         10  and proposed Intro. No. 192-A, which make up the

         11  comprehensive lobbying reform plan proposed by the

         12  Speaker in conjunction with the Mayor.

         13                 The Committee held a hearing on a

         14  prior version of these bills April 4th, 2006. I'd

         15  like to thank the Administration, City agency

         16  advocacy groups and other interested parties

         17  regarding the testimony at the hearing.

         18                 Briefly, very briefly, the proposed

         19  bills would strengthen the mechanism for monitoring

         20  and enforcing compliance for the City's lobbying

         21  laws, increase lobbyists' reporting requirements

         22  under the law, prohibit gifts by lobbyists-- I'm

         23  trying, honest -- to City officials, and prohibit

         24  voluntary participants of the Campaign Finance

         25  Program from receiving public matching funds for
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          2  contributions made by a lobbyist or other parties

          3  required to be included in a lobbyist statement of

          4  registration.

          5                 Again, I'd like to applaud the

          6  Speaker and the Mayor for their joint efforts, and

          7  hope the legislation will inherit a new level of

          8  transparency and efficiency within City government.

          9  The amendments to this legislation have clarified --

         10  I want to let her vote. It's not right.

         11                 We will be voting on three items

         12  today, Intros No. 190-A, 191-A and 192-A in one

         13  vote, similar to the vote at the Stated Meetings.

         14                 I will finish my comprehensive

         15  statement that was prepared by the most wonderful

         16  Counsel in the Council, DeNora Johnson, but first as

         17  a matter of courtesy to Council Member Dickens, who

         18  has her own Committee to start, we will allow her to

         19  vote at this point.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you so

         21  much, Mr. Chair. And aye on all.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Is there anyone

         23  else? Okay, so I'll finish this.

         24                 The amendments to the legislation

         25  have clarified issues raised at the previous hearing
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          2  by my colleagues and witnesses. Specifically with

          3  respect to the intent of the lobbyist gift ban, and

          4  proposed 191 and the matching contribution provision

          5  contained in proposed in Intro. No. 192-A. At the

          6  present moment, a just wonderful all-around guy,

          7  right? Andy Grossman. Did I say it right? A

          8  wonderful all-around guy, is handing out the fiscal

          9  impact statement, which shows that there is

         10  absolutely no cost to the City. Believe it or not.

         11  That's not true. 192-A has a $500,000 savings.

         12  That's what we like doing in this Committee, saving

         13  the City money.

         14                 In addition, the bill was thoroughly

         15  analyzed in comparison with the recent guidelines

         16  issued by the New York Temporary State Lobbying

         17  Commission, to ensure that the bill was in sync with

         18  the State rules.

         19                 For further clarification of the

         20  substantive changes to the bill, I refer you to

         21  consult the briefing report prepared by the Counsel

         22  to the Committee. All of my colleagues should have

         23  received a copy of the Fiscal Impact Statements,

         24  diligently prepared by the Finance Division for each

         25  of the three bills.
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          2                 I have been informed that fiscal

          3  impact for proposed Intros No. 190, 191-A, are

          4  negligible, but 192-A is not negligible at all,

          5  since we're going to be saving $500,000 that should

          6  be used to increase the salaries of Council members.

          7  However, if you need more specific details, I would

          8  suggest that you consult the fiscal impact

          9  statements.

         10                 Finally, for purpose of the vote

         11  today, we will couple the vote on proposed Intros

         12  190-A, 191-A, 192-A in one vote, similar to the vote

         13  at the Stated Meeting.

         14                 With that said, the Counsel to this

         15  Committee, DeNora Johnson, who has done a wonderful

         16  job all the time, I can't say enough, even though

         17  some of my colleagues do not like me praising the

         18  counsel, has to read something into the record.

         19                 MS. JOHNSON: I'm going to read into

         20  the record a letter that was sent to the Chair of

         21  the Committee Simcha Felder from the Campaign

         22  Finance Board in regards to Intro. 192-A.

         23                 Dear Chairman Felder, I am writing to

         24  express the Campaign Finance Board's appreciation

         25  for the Council's revisions and clarifications of
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          2  Intro. 192-A in response to testimony offered on

          3  April 4th, 2006. We believe these revisions

          4  significantly strengthen the legislation.

          5                 As I stated on behalf of the Board in

          6  that testimony, the original version of Intro. 192

          7  would have required all candidates to ask all

          8  contributors whether they were registered lobbyists,

          9  and we believe would have added to a candidate's

         10  compliance burden unnecessarily.

         11                 It was the Board's view that the

         12  burden should not be placed on candidates to collect

         13  or report to the Board whether their contributors

         14  are registered lobbyists, and the Board applauds the

         15  changes in the final version of this legislation,

         16  which will increase the public disclosure regarding

         17  the sources of Campaign contributions and permit

         18  implementation of the law's new restrictions without

         19  burdening candidates with additional compliance

         20  requirements.

         21                 The Board will be using the

         22  electronic database to be established by the City

         23  Clerk to enforce the legislation and to ensure that

         24  contributions from registered lobbyists to

         25  participants in the Campaign Finance Program are not
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          2  matched with public funds, as directed in the

          3  legislation.

          4                 The benefit of the revised

          5  legislation is that it creates an enforcement

          6  mechanism that will not require candidates to

          7  collect or report additional information to the

          8  Board in their disclosure statements and/or C-Smart

          9  reporting.

         10                 The Board would be pleased to provide

         11  any further assistance on this matter, if the

         12  Council would find this helpful.

         13                 Sincerely, Nicole A. Gordon.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 Do any of my colleagues have any

         17  questions before we vote? Seeing none, let's call

         18  the vote on this, please.

         19                 MS. JOHNSON: Felder.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes.

         21                 MS. JOHNSON: Addabbo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chair,

         23  may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: More than that.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Actually,
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          2  shorter than you, though.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: No, more than

          4  that.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: I'm good.

          6                 Mr. Chair, thank you very much. And I

          7  do want to commend the staff for, again, doing these

          8  three intros and the time they have put into this

          9  issue. I believe that a good working relationship

         10  between the City Council and lobbyists have been

         11  proven to be beneficial to the City residents, so we

         12  do have some good work relationships, but there are

         13  issues, I am sure.

         14                 While I do vote yes for all three

         15  intros, I do have concerns regarding definitions of

         16  certain words and the control that the City Council

         17  has with this legislation and with this issue, and I

         18  like the fact that the City Council does have

         19  control and hopefully retains that control.

         20                 So, again, while I do vote yes for

         21  all three, I'd like to state for the record my

         22  concerns and, again, hopefully reevaluate these

         23  pieces of legislation in the future.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.
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          2                 MS. JOHNSON: Dilan.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 MS. JOHNSON: Recchia.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 MS. JOHNSON: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Mr.

          8  Chairman, the opportunity to explain my vote?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I'm sorry. Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Great.

         11                 After looking at some of the changes

         12  that have actually taken place within the bill --

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes, the Counsel

         14  said, you're allowed to speak.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Okay, thank

         16  you very much.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: She's not telling

         18  you what to say.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Okay. Thank

         20  you very much, Mr. Chairman.

         21                 After careful consideration and

         22  looking at the changes that have taken place, in

         23  particular that over-burden that would have allowed

         24  candidates to have the responsibility of the

         25  reporting, therefore, I vote aye on all and would
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          2  like to be placed on the bill, all of the bills

          3  that's there.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I also

          7  have a chance to explain my vote?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Absolutely.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I would like

         10  to be associated with the remarks of Council Member

         11  Addabbo, so as not to repeat myself.

         12                 I also had many concerns about this

         13  bill, "had" many concerns, which were addressed by

         14  the Chair and the staff and taken care of, and I

         15  would like to thank them for the hard work involved

         16  here. The first version of this bill I think would

         17  have prevented my father from giving me a birthday

         18  present, which obviously I don't think was the

         19  intent here. Maybe it was, I don't know, but thanks

         20  for taking care of that.

         21                 But, again, many of my concerns have

         22  been taken care of. I still have some initial

         23  concerns, as Joe Addabbo said, but I think overall

         24  this is a good bill, and I'm pleased to vote aye.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.

                                                            11

          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 We're going to vote again because the

          3  clerk has to record the votes, right? So, I just

          4  want to say that I agree with the comments that were

          5  made, as well. I think they're very, very important.

          6  And some of the changes that were made, as a direct

          7  result of the input of Council members, have

          8  improved this bill dramatically. Although it's not

          9  perfect, I think we will revisit it in the near

         10  future to see what can be done to improve it

         11  further.

         12                 So, we're going to vote again, ready?

         13  Or I should say we're going to vote.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         23  the affirmative, no negative and no abstentions, the

         24  items are adopted.

         25                 Please sign the reports.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you very

          3  much. That concludes today's meeting, and I

          4  appreciate very much members being here on time. So,

          5  thank you very much for coming on time.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 10:25 a.m.)
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