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T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION


LAURA POPA, DEPUTY DIRECTOR


COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION
Hon. Maria Baez, Chair

SLR 76:
By: Council Members Baez, Addabbo Jr., and Fidler

S. 6899
By: Senator Marchi

A. 10154
By: Assembly Member Abbate

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend Chapter 697 of the laws of 2004, amending the general municipal law relating to certain disabilities incurred by members of the uniformed force of sanitation departments, in relation to extending the provisions of such chapter. 

BACKGROUND:

According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MIS), the proposed legislation would amend the chapter 697 of the laws of 2004 to extend the expiration date of General Municipal Law section 207-r from July 1, 2006 to July 1, 2007.  This section creates a presumption whereby any member of the Department of Sanitation, who successfully passed a physical examination upon entry to the department and later suffers physical impairment or disability due to a heart condition is deemed to have incurred such condition during the performance and discharge of his/her duties unless contrary evidence is shown.



The MIS states that studies have documented that sanitation workers suffer the highest rate of disability of any member of the public workforce, including heart attacks, lung disease, debilitating arthritis and other physical injuries.  The proposed legislation, according to the MIS, would therefore be needed to extend the expiration date of section 207-r in order to continue to provide sanitation workers and their families’ protection in the event of a worker’s untimely death or disabling injury.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:


Section 1 of this bill would amend Section 2 of chapter 697 of the laws of 2004.  Specifically section 2(c) would be amended to extend the expiration date of July 1, 2006 to July 1, 2007.  Chapter 697 creates a presumption whereby any member of the Department of Sanitation, who successfully passed a physical examination upon entry to the department and later suffers physical impairment or disability due to a heart condition is deemed to have incurred such condition during the performance and discharge of his/her duties unless contrary evidence is shown.


Section 2 of this bill would provide that this act would take effect immediately.


FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect immediately. 
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