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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have a couple of

          3  honorees to begin our ceremonies, and I know,

          4  Council Member Sears, you have a very special guest

          5  who is joining us today, and I'd like to give you

          6  the opportunity to introduce him and his adorable

          7  family.

          8                 So, Council Member Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you very

         10  much, Mr. Speaker. Yes, it's a special day actually

         11  for the community of Elmhurst and Corona and for the

         12  110th Precinct and especially for Lieutenant

         13  Loeffel.

         14                 You know, people are recognized for

         15  different things and people are always recognized

         16  for the work they do. But what's interesting today,

         17  they're all here for our Lieutenant, and the reason

         18  he is being honored and recognized makes it so

         19  special, is that it has been asked for by his

         20  colleagues, and for those he works with, and for

         21  members of the community, and that makes it

         22  extremely special. He has gone above and beyond all

         23  things that are required of him.

         24                 Our Speaker has two children, small

         25  ages like that.
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          2                 And your performance, your

          3  dedication, your sensitivity, your commitment, and I

          4  have to say, your love for the work you do, and the

          5  people for whom you serve, is really above and

          6  beyond and most remarkable.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

          8  Member. So, if we could have the clerk read the

          9  proclamation.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         11  York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is proud and pleased to honor Lieutenant

         14  Thomas Patrick Loeffel for his tireless service to

         15  the communities he serves; and

         16                 Whereas: Thomas Patrick Loeffel has

         17  dedicated his personal and professional career to

         18  serving the City of New York and the Borough of

         19  Queens. Through his dedication to law enforcement

         20  and to the police Department of the City of New

         21  York, Mr. Loeffel has made our streets safer and our

         22  communities stronger; and

         23                 Whereas: One of nine children, Thomas

         24  Loeffel was raised with his family in Forest Hills,

         25  Queens. He attended Our Lady of Mercy elementary

                                                            6

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  school on Kessel Street in forest Hills; Christ the

          3  King regional High School in Middle Village, Queens

          4  and graduated in 1984. Mr. Loeffel was a dedicated

          5  student throughout his academic career and served

          6  his community from his youth through adolescence;

          7  and

          8                 Whereas: Thomas Patrick Loeffel

          9  entered the New York City Police Department's

         10  Academy as a recruit in 1986. On December 18th of

         11  1986, Thomas Loeffel graduated from the Police

         12  Academy, was assigned to the NSU 6 Division, and

         13  began his career as a dedicated public servant and

         14  police officer in the City of New York; Thomas

         15  Patrick Loeffel was promoted to the rank of Sergeant

         16  in the Police Department of the City of New York on

         17  the 30th of September, 1992. Sergeant Thomas Loeffel

         18  was then assigned to the 109th Precinct in Flushing,

         19  Queens. Soon after his promotion, Sergeant Loeffel

         20  became the proud father of his first child, son Ryan

         21  Thomas; and

         22                 Whereas: Thomas Patrick Loeffel's

         23  dedication to his career and to the communities he

         24  served was rewarded on January 26th, 2001, when he

         25  was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant. From the
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          2  time of his promotion, Lieutenant Loeffel has served

          3  the 110th Precinct in Elmhurst, Queens, where he has

          4  made a lasting impression through his committed

          5  service to the community; and

          6                 Whereas: Thomas Patrick Loeffel has

          7  received numerous commendations from the New York

          8  City Police Department, including "Cop of the Month"

          9  and "Outstanding Leadership" awards as well as being

         10  named "Cop of the Year" for 1994. Lieutenant Loeffel

         11  is now the father of three children, Ryan Thomas and

         12  twins, John Joseph and James Patrick, born in 2001;

         13  and

         14                 Whereas: Thomas Patrick Loeffel has

         15  dedicated his professional  life to his family,

         16  friends and community. The courtesy,

         17  professionalism, and respect exhibited by Lieutenant

         18  Loeffel make him truly deserving of honor; now,

         19  therefore

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York most gratefully honors THOMAS

         22  PATRICK LOEFFEL for his outstanding service to the

         23  City of New York and the Borough of Queens.

         24                 Signed this 27th day of October in

         25  the year Two Thousand and five, Gifford Miller,
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          2  Speaker for the Entire Council; Helen Sears, Council

          3  Member, 25th District, Queens.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Lieutenant,

          5  congratulations. We are very proud of you and

          6  appreciative of your service to our City. We don't

          7  get a chance often enough to thank the people who

          8  are out there everyday, protecting us, making the

          9  City a better place. So, we're glad that we have

         10  this opportunity to honor you, and in so doing honor

         11  all the men and women who are out there every day

         12  protecting us and so forth. Thank you for being

         13  here. We'd be honored if you'd say a few words.

         14                 MR. LOEFFEL: First, I want to thank

         15  you, Speaker Miller, Councilman Sears. It really is

         16  nice to be a New York City police officer, but it's

         17  even better when you're serving in an area where you

         18  live, and it goes a long way that the communities

         19  out here, my commandeers, as we call them, but we

         20  can't do it without the community, the Council

         21  people and the Senate, everybody. But we do a great

         22  job out there, and thank you very much for this

         23  award.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Congratulations.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Deputy
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          2  Inspector Conway.

          3                 DEPUTY INSPECTOR CONWAY: I have the

          4  privilege of being the commanding officer with Tommy

          5  Loeffel and all the other great men and women of the

          6  110 Precinct, so I want to thank the Council

          7  personally for recognizing one of our best, as they

          8  say, one of the finest of the finest.

          9                 So, again, thank you.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right, you guys,

         11  tell us your names. What are your names, young men.

         12                 RYAN: Ryan.

         13                 JAMES: James.

         14                 JOHN: John.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right, very good.

         16  Thank you, guys, for being here.

         17                 Thank you, Ma'am.

         18                 My colleagues, we have one more

         19  special guest that we're going to honor here this

         20  afternoon before we begin the meeting, and maybe we

         21  could ring the bells again. Good.

         22                 Council Member Sanders has brought a

         23  young hero along to be with us, and so I'd like to

         24  ask him to introduce our special guests.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,
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          2  Mr. Speaker. It's always a joy to be with you. And

          3  why don't we come a little closer. There you go.

          4  There you go.

          5                 I want to recognize Mr. Justice

          6  Gaines, who in this day and age a young man who

          7  decides to be a hero. Usually we hear about people

          8  who don't like their teachers or might want some

          9  harm to come to their teachers, but Mr. Gaines saw

         10  his teacher, a fourth grade teacher, walking into

         11  the path of a bus and no one on the bus saw what was

         12  happening. That fourth grade teacher would have been

         13  hit and God knows what will have happened from

         14  there.

         15                 Mr. Gaines ran forward and managed to

         16  get the teacher out of the way. I believe that in

         17  this day and age where we say that our youth hate

         18  school and hate teachers, it says something good

         19  about education and says something good about all of

         20  us.

         21                 So, I wanted to stop and take a

         22  moment and recognize Mr. Gaines.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Council

         24  Member. If we could ask the clerk to read the

         25  proclamation.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

          3  New York, Proclamation.

          4                 The Council of the City of New York

          5  is pleased and proud to join family, friends and

          6  distinguished members of the community in honoring

          7  Justice Ramel Gaines for his valor on May 5, 2003,

          8  when he saved his teacher from certain harm; and

          9                 Whereas: True heroism is the rarest

         10  of qualities which everyone recognizes and no one

         11  can explain; it is the result of exceptional

         12  character meeting the demands of extraordinary

         13  circumstance; and

         14                 Whereas: This was most evident on May

         15  5, 2003 when Justice Ramel Gaines came to the aid of

         16  a teacher who had inadvertently put herself in

         17  harm's way; and

         18                 Whereas: At the end of the school

         19  day, Mr. Gaines, a student at P.S. 225 in Far

         20  Rockaway, Queens, spotted Fourth Grade teacher Marge

         21  Callahan, inadvertently walking into the path of an

         22  oncoming school bus; and

         23                 Whereas: Reacting quickly, Mr. Gaines

         24  immediately pulled her out of danger before she even

         25  knew what was happening; and
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          2                 Whereas: Tragedy was truly averted,

          3  as the bus driver himself reported that the would

          4  not have been able to stop or swerve before striking

          5  Ms. Callahan; and

          6                 Whereas: Despite the presence of

          7  several dozen people in the immediate area, Mr.

          8  Gaines was the only individual who possessed the

          9  presence of mind to react; now, therefore

         10                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         11  City of New York honors JUSTICE RAMEL GAINE for his

         12  selfless heroism on May 5, 2003.

         13                 Signed this 11th day of October in

         14  the year Two Thousand and Five.

         15                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         16  Entire Council; James Sanders, Jr., Council Member,

         17  31st District, Queens.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you

         19  for reading that. And thank you, Justice, for what

         20  you did. We're proud of you, we're proud of your

         21  quick thoughts and that you're thinking of other

         22  people, and we know it's a great thing not only for

         23  your school, for the community, but a good sign for

         24  a very bright future for you and we'd be honored if

         25  you'd say a few words. Do you want to say something
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          2  very briefly?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Sure you do.

          4                 JUSTICE RAMEL GAINES: I would like to

          5  thank my family and my teachers and Councilman, and

          6  all you people that are here today to support me.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: There you go. See,

          9  like a pro. This kid is good. Good job. Good job.

         10  Congratulations, young man. Thank you.

         11  Congratulations to you. Congratulations.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise for

         13  the Pledge of Allegiance.

         14                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         15                 Roll call.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, sir.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         23  present.

         24                 Speaker Miller.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'm going to direct

                                                            18

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the clerk, we're going to take a five-minute recess.

          3  We have a last-minute technical change in the

          4  schedule regarding Land Use Call-Up that has to be

          5  addressed. So, we're going to have to take a

          6  five-minute recess until that occurs because of the

          7  last-minute item that was reviewed and caught by our

          8  Land Use Division.

          9                 So, we have a five-minute recess.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: I want you all to use

         12  it very, very wisely, because, you know, you're

         13  never going to get these five minutes again. These

         14  five minutes are the only next five minutes of your

         15  life, use it wisely.

         16                 (Recess taken.)

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         18  the Minutes.

         19                 Comrie. Council Member Comrie.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: I move that the

         21  minutes of the Stated Meeting of September 15th,

         22  2005 be adopted as printed.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         24                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

                                                            19

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          3  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          6  and Communications.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          9  Call-Ups.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 685.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: And?

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: And M 686.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd ask

         14  the clerk to call the roll on both M 685 and M 686.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          4  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 40 in the

          5  affirmative, zero in the negative.

          6                 Communication from the Speaker.

          7                 Quiet, please.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

          9  doing a number of important pieces of legislation

         10  today, particularly to effect the eligibility of

         11  senior citizens for senior citizen home-owners,

         12  exemption, and rent increase, and also to amend the

         13  Administrative Code with regard to rent increase

         14  exemptions for persons with disabilities. And I just

         15  want to remind my colleagues that as we expand the

         16  eligibility for people for these important programs,

         17  it was the City Council that led the way in adopting

         18  these programs, and particularly this Council that

         19  fought successfully to expand those programs to

         20  include people with disabilities for the first time

         21  this year.

         22                 So, I want to thank all of my

         23  colleagues for their leadership in regard to

         24  expanding and improving those particular programs,

         25  which all of us know from our own experience in the
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          2  district offices and walking in our streets, talking

          3  to those who are disabled, those who are seniors who

          4  benefit from these extraordinary programs to help

          5  stay in people's homes.

          6                 And I compliment my colleagues for

          7  their work on this, and I also want to say how

          8  pleased I am that today we're not voting on the

          9  legislation regarding the disparity study.

         10                 The reason we're not voting on it

         11  today is because we came to an agreement to be able

         12  to move forward with it with the Administration. I

         13  look forward to finalizing that and at our next

         14  meeting being able to actually pass legislation

         15  which will complete what we started in terms of

         16  ensuring that our City moves forward and does a

         17  better job of including everybody in the contracts

         18  in the work that this City does.

         19                 With that, I also want to welcome

         20  Diana Reyna back to the City Council.

         21                 Diana has accomplished something that

         22  at least 35 or 36 of the members of the Council will

         23  never do, and congratulations to you and to your

         24  family, Diana. Welcome back. We're glad to have you

         25  back at the Council again. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          3  of General Orders.

          4                 Council Member Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I am going to be very consistent

          8  because when we were on the floor of this Council

          9  back in February discussing the Hudson River Yards

         10  Project, I voted no, and preconsidered Reso 1214

         11  that's on the agenda today is the legislation that

         12  would authorize the use of PILOTs for the Hudson

         13  River Project in the amount of $1.3 billion. That's

         14  the estimated amount, over 40 years for the Hudson

         15  River Project.

         16                 In February I said we were rushing to

         17  do something we shouldn't be doing. We were doing it

         18  in many respects because it was a stadium issue at

         19  the time. That issue is gone. There is no rush to

         20  judgment. There is no more real estate in the free

         21  world that is more developable than the West Side of

         22  Manhattan, and to dedicate $1.3 billion of tax money

         23  in this City to that project at this time to me is

         24  outrageous. We wouldn't do it if it was Brownsville,

         25  we wouldn't do it if it was Canarsie, we wouldn't do
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          2  it if it was Pelham and we shouldn't be doing it in

          3  the West Side of Manhattan.

          4                 I think that the MTA needs to go back

          5  and figure out how they can pay for the platform. I

          6  think we ought to look at federal mass transit

          7  money, extending the subway line into that community

          8  and for the other amenities.

          9                 But the real estate development on

         10  the West Side of Manhattan does not require $1.3

         11  billion of PILOT payments instead of tax money. I

         12  think the general revenue of this City needs that

         13  money, deserves that money, and I intend to vote no

         14  on preconsidered resolution 1214 and would urge all

         15  of my colleagues to do the same.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: In a rare

         19  occasion, I want to agree with Council Member --

         20  what's his name again, Madam Chair? With that

         21  Council Member, I want to agree with him on that. I

         22  think we're headed for some still challenging fiscal

         23  and financial times in the City, and I do think that

         24  we need to vote no on this preconsidered resolution.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Something is
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          2  wrong with the clock, Council member.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: That's it?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No. No.

          5  Something is wrong with the clock. You may continue.

          6  You didn't even notice.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Oh. I don't

          8  hear beeps.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think it's finally

         10  working, to be honest with you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Oh, Giff.

         12                 Will you discipline the Speaker?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Chair.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I just said

         17  "Mr. Speaker."

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, I just

         19  want to agree with Council Member Fidler on that,

         20  and also on preconsidered, on the report from the

         21  Civil Service Committee on Intro. 719 in the

         22  compensation for the public administrators. I want

         23  to encourage a no vote there, too. They make

         24  $91,000, and I think that kind of compensation I

         25  think suffices the work that they do. So, I just

                                                            29

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  want to encourage my colleagues to vote no on Intro.

          3  719 and preconsidered Reso 1214.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'd like to say a

          6  word on preconsidered Resolution 1214.

          7                 Let's just note here that this is

          8  essentially what we're voting on here is we are once

          9  again performing the technical work that is

         10  necessary to do to put into place an agreement that

         11  this Council made already on this subject. This

         12  Council has already voted on this and approved these

         13  PILOTs going for the construction of the 7 extension

         14  and a series of public parks, and remember that

         15  these are PILOTs that come as a result of tax

         16  increases that will come as a result of this

         17  development, and in fact this Council, as a result

         18  of the hard work of the Finance Chair and the Land

         19  Use Chair, negotiated an agreement surrounding these

         20  PILOTs that actually in the end will save taxpayers

         21  about a billion dollars. And so we've already voted

         22  on this.

         23                 The reason we're voting again today

         24  is that subsequent to our voting on these PILOTs we

         25  passed legislation that covers all PILOT payments,
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          2  and there is a different method now as a result of

          3  that legislation that we pass, this is a different

          4  method of approving the same thing.

          5                 If we vote against this matter, we

          6  will be breaking the agreement that we already made,

          7  which is a good agreement, that will create jobs,

          8  which will create development, which will increase

          9  taxes, which will help make sure that we protect

         10  taxpayers. This is a matter that has already been

         11  negotiated and resolved, and this Council should

         12  not, and I don't believe will step away from

         13  agreements that we made less than a year ago in

         14  order to develop, in order to expand this City's

         15  commercial, residential affordable housing to create

         16  more open space and to strengthen our transportation

         17  system and do it in a financially responsible way.

         18                 One of the most important and I think

         19  proudest moments that this Council had was when we

         20  renegotiated that agreement and saved taxpayers a

         21  billion dollars. We should not reopen this matter.

         22  We should proudly endorse this once again and

         23  recognize that the reason we're here is because we

         24  have passed legislation to require that the Council

         25  approve every specific PILOT payment. This was the
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          2  one PILOT payment that we already actually approved

          3  during the past. We are now basically engaged in a

          4  ministerial action of merely re-endorsing an action

          5  we've already taken.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member James.

          8                 Quiet, please.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I'm standing in

         10  regards to Reso 1214. It's important when we speak

         11  about PILOTs being used on the West Side that we

         12  apply the same principle to Brooklyn, and that all

         13  members be consistent with respect to using PILOTs

         14  to build another stadium in the Borough of Brooklyn.

         15  It's estimated that a billion dollars worth of

         16  PILOTs will be used to build a 20,000-seat

         17  basketball arena in the Borough of Brooklyn, in an

         18  area where Brownstones are selling for a million

         19  dollars or more, where we don't need additional

         20  public subsidies and where there is already organic

         21  development that doesn't require any public subsidy

         22  at all.

         23                 So, it's important that we speak

         24  about a project against a project in Manhattan that

         25  we be consistent in our position and that we apply
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          2  the same principles to the Borough of Brooklyn.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I

          7  want to rise to speak about the resolution regarding

          8  the Hudson Yards PILOTs that we're voting on today.

          9  And there are three points that I want to make. One,

         10  it is the first time we will be voting on PILOTs,

         11  and this is a result of very important legislation

         12  that we passed in the Council to give us oversight

         13  over PILOTs.

         14                 Secondly, the PILOTs here are going

         15  to pay for infrastructure like the extension of the

         16  number 7 train, like the network of parks on the

         17  West Side. These infrastructure improvements are

         18  needed to create transportation and open space on

         19  the west side that will facilitate the development

         20  we need on the West Side, in particular allow the

         21  Midtown Business District to expand farther west so

         22  we have enough commercial space to meet the needs of

         23  the City.

         24                 What we're saying through doing this

         25  is that the development and the taxes that get
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          2  raised out of this development, that they will pay

          3  for the infrastructure that is needed to make this

          4  development occur. And it is important that we do

          5  these payments through PILOTs. Because other things

          6  we need to do in the budget, like schools and

          7  hospital payments cannot be paid out of

          8  self-generating PILOTs.

          9                 If we were to put these monies

         10  directly into the budget, we would bump over our

         11  capital budget limit and put other projects in

         12  peril.

         13                 So, through doing this, we're, one,

         14  exercising appropriate legislative authority, two,

         15  preserving the capital budget for projects which it

         16  is more designed to fund, and three, making sure

         17  particular, in particular the number seven train

         18  occurs, which is critical to allowing the

         19  development that the City, not just the

         20  neighborhood, but the City needs on the West Side to

         21  support our business community occurs. I urge my

         22  colleagues to vote yes on this matter.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 Let me remind my colleagues that we

          4  had extensive, extensive hearings on this issue and

          5  as the Speaker pointed out, this was actually a

          6  major City Council victory, we're having the Mayor

          7  give in after resisting over many, many months to

          8  actually letting the City Council have a say for the

          9  very first time over any PILOT payments, something

         10  that had been done in prior administrations without

         11  any City Council oversight whatsoever.

         12                 And as Council Member Quinn points

         13  out, by using these PILOT payments, it does not

         14  impact on the general capital budget, which would

         15  affect our using other priorities, such as schools

         16  and other very important projects. So, this is a

         17  win/win situation. It was something that was

         18  discussed extensively through numerous hearings that

         19  the Finance Committee held, where we had Deputy

         20  Mayor Doctoroff testify and other members of EDC.

         21  So, I urge my colleagues to vote for this

         22  resolution.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam
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          2  Public Advocate.

          3                 Just to reiterate what the Speaker

          4  was saying, as Chair of the Land Use Committee and

          5  Chair of the Finance Committee and the

          6  representative in the area, Christine Quinn will

          7  tell you, we negotiated for this legislation a very,

          8  very long time. It encompassed months of work by

          9  many committees, by the representative in the area,

         10  by the administration, and we got to a point, which

         11  I think is an unusual point, and I think it needs to

         12  be noted, which is that we agreed on the PILOT and

         13  the rezoning at the same time, including the

         14  components like the infrastructure and all of that

         15  that goes with it.

         16                 After the rezoning was done, the

         17  Speaker got an agreement with the Mayor to make sure

         18  that the PILOTs go through this Council, and that is

         19  the only reason that we are here today voting on the

         20  PILOT.

         21                 The unusual circumstance is that this

         22  was all agreed upon at the time of the rezoning. In

         23  the future it is going to be really two, I believe,

         24  separate negotiations but today, we should all note,

         25  that we negotiated this, we worked this out, we did
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          2  all of it together, and we are here today because of

          3  the great leadership of this body to be able to go

          4  to the Administration and say if you're going to

          5  want to spend the money in this way, you don't have

          6  the right to do it without going through this body.

          7  And we deserve the right to vote on things like this

          8  because it affects the budget, it affects the money

          9  of the City of New York.

         10                 So, I just wanted to point that out

         11  for my colleagues. A lot of work went into this. It

         12  was agreed upon a long time ago and everyone in here

         13  pretty much voted for it.

         14                 I would like to once again

         15  congratulate the leadership of this body. I think

         16  it's an important, important step that this Council

         17  takes to be able to gain the right to vote on the

         18  way the money is spent in the City of New York like

         19  this. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A lot of

         21  whispering today. Quiet, please.

         22                 Council Member Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         24  Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I, too, would like to speak in
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          2  opposition. I, too, would like to speak in

          3  opposition to the bill, on the PILOTs, the

          4  resolution I guess on the PILOTs.

          5                 I have heard the arguments and there

          6  are arguments in favor of doing it that I

          7  understand, but there are two concerns I have. One

          8  is, I share with Lew Fidler the concern that this is

          9  a very, very, very substantial investment of

         10  taxpayer dollars, without, I think, a convincing

         11  case of the necessity for it. Throughout Brooklyn,

         12  in much far less desirable areas, according to the

         13  realtors, there is just rapid massive development

         14  going on without these kinds of subsidies. I think

         15  of the Williamsburg Greenpoint waterfront where

         16  developers are rushing to build in I think land

         17  that, again, as a Brooklynite I think it's more

         18  desirable. I think a lot of outsiders --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: -- Would say

         22  it's less desirable.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We can

         24  hardly hear him.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: And it is
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          2  taxpayer dollars, even though we're saying it's

          3  PILOTs and self-financing, these are PILOT payments

          4  that replace what would otherwise be tax dollars.

          5                 So, that's a public subsidy I'm not

          6  convinced that we need.

          7                 I also have an objection to the use

          8  to a perpetual allocation of PILOT money to EDC's

          9  operating budget.

         10                 I don't object to them getting, to

         11  EDC being funded with PILOT revenue, but I think we

         12  should do that on a year-by-year basis and not a

         13  permanent basis.

         14                 So, for those two reasons, I oppose

         15  this bill. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Sanders.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I humbly differ with my colleague and

         21  I stand in favor of PILOTs. The payments in lieu of

         22  taxes or PILOTs are only useful if a project is

         23  created. You do not get these payments if we do not

         24  create the project. So, therefore, there can be no

         25  taxes on a project that is never built. So, in one
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          2  sense you can argue that by using the PILOTs you are

          3  helping your tax base, you are creating a tax base

          4  by creating projects that would not be there

          5  ordinarily.

          6                 Now, I think that this is a good

          7  thing that the Council has that we have some say

          8  over these PILOTs, I think that without this say,

          9  right now the Mayor can use them as he so desires.

         10  With this legislation, or with this provision, we

         11  will have the ability to have some impact on these

         12  PILOTs. How much impact we can argue. Without it, we

         13  will not have impact, and therefore we will not

         14  create the tax base.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         16  please.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I want to

         18  thank you very much. And in the name of Charles

         19  Barron, I say we should go for this.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         21  nobody else. See anybody else?

         22                 Report of Special Committees.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         25  Standing Committees.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Aging.

          4                 Intro. 722.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 726.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Report of the

         11  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

         12                 Intro. 730.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Finance.

         17                 Intro. 719.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         20  Reso 1214.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         23  Reso 1215.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Land Use.

          3                 LU 565 and companion Reso 1226.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 591 and

          6  companion Reso 1227.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 592 and

         10  companion Reso 1228.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 593 and

         13  companion Reso 1229.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 604 and

         16  companion Reso 1230.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 605 and

         19  companion Reso 1231.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         22  please. I can't hear anything.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 606 and

         24  companion Reso 1232.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the
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          2  General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 607 and

          4  companion Reso 1233.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 608 and

          8  companion Reso 1234.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed

         10  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 601 and

         12  companion Reso 1235.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

         17  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services.

         18                 Intro. 724.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         20  General Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

         23                 Intro. 70-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         25  over.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          3  Reso 1219.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          5  over.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Transportation.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          9  please. Come on you all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 731-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         12  over.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         14  Order Calendar.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think that was it.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 464-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rereferred to the

         18  Committee on Education.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 699.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 672.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER Laid over.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 546 and
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          2  companion Reso 1236.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolutions

          6  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd ask

          8  the clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on

          9  the general order calendar.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please. What is going on today.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

         24  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: You know, we

          3  need to be very, very clear.  What we approved on --

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          5  please.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: What we

          7  approved on in February is to have some say-so on

          8  how the PILOT program will be used and the Mayor and

          9  the City Council agreed that the Council will have

         10  some input in that. Now we're exercising input on a

         11  specific project. So, this specific project we're

         12  saying is not worth the investment, what has to

         13  happen in the next 40 years. And we have a

         14  Metropolitan Transit Authority Bond Act on the

         15  ballot in November, $2.9 billion. I'm certain some

         16  of that will be used for the Second Avenue Subway

         17  and other things. So, I just want to encourage our

         18  colleagues that once you do have some influence over

         19  something now, it's your time to exercise it over a

         20  specific project and that's what we're doing today

         21  and I encourage a no vote.

         22                 So, I vote no on reconsidered Reso

         23  1214 and also no on Intro. 719 and aye on all the

         24  rest.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I'd like to

          3  vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups, and aye also.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye,

          6  and want to say that in regard to the Hudson Yards

          7  PILOT legislation, it is a complicated issue. I

          8  believe that today we are taking what we passed some

          9  time ago regarding the zoning, and at that time we

         10  included a PILOT amendment and now we are making

         11  that Hudson Yards proposal conform with the

         12  legislation that we passed more recently on PILOTs

         13  in general.

         14                 I do think it's a good innovative way

         15  to try to address some of our needs, housing parts,

         16  et cetera, but like many other things, it needs even

         17  more discussion, so fully understood, and I think

         18  that as time goes on, those discussions would be

         19  fruitful.

         20                 I hope that as we look at the PILOT

         21  legislation Citywide, obviously including some of

         22  the IDA in the overall notion of PILOT, that we

         23  would look very carefully year-by-year at the

         24  proposals.

         25                 I vote aye. Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

          6  explain my vote.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

          9  congratulate Council Member Addabbo and the

         10  Committee on Civil Service and Labor, the Speaker's

         11  Office, and all of the people involved in passing

         12  Intro. 730, a local law to amend the Administrative

         13  Code to extend health insurance for the surviving

         14  spouse or domestic partner and children of the

         15  certain deceased transportation worker. It's an

         16  important bill that we're extending, and extending

         17  the net to make sure that the families of these

         18  people that were killed in tragic circumstances are

         19  well maintained.

         20                 I do want to enter and discuss the

         21  preconsidered Resolution 1214 and 1225. I think the

         22  members are confused on the timeline. The time line

         23  of this project, when we first spoke of it for this

         24  project for the West Side included both for the

         25  PILOT legislation, for the PILOT monies to be spent.
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          2  It was only after that point that we started to

          3  realize as a body that we needed to take a stronger

          4  look at the PILOT monies and how PILOT monies were

          5  being authorized by the Mayor in view of the West

          6  Side project and in view of the other projects that

          7  were coming down the pike.

          8                 And it was after that point that we

          9  started to put in the legislation --

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: It was after

         13  that point that we put in the legislation to change

         14  how the Council deals with PILOTs.

         15                 Today is not a discussion about

         16  whether EDC should have PILOT authority, that's a

         17  discussion for another day.

         18                 Today is not a discussion on the

         19  Mayor's autonomy to utilize PILOTs in developing a

         20  project, that's a discussion for another day. The

         21  issue here and the time line in fact is that we did

         22  approve this project back in January and February,

         23  this project was approved before we got into the

         24  authority and the determination that this City

         25  Council should look at PILOTs, which is the correct
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          2  thing to do.

          3                 I'm proud of the Council, that we did

          4  take on this authority, that we need to use it

          5  wisely, and we do need to have hearings to address

          6  it. But this is something that we preapproved, we

          7  preapproved it with the dollars attached and the

          8  time line attached.

          9                 This is not anything that's new to

         10  the membership. It may be fresh to the membership

         11  now that they want to revise it, but we've already

         12  signed off on this agreement. We have to honor what

         13  we signed off on as a body. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

         22  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And I'm sure

         25  my colleagues will be happy to know this will be the
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          2  last time they'll hear from me on this subject.

          3                 I have the greatest respect for the

          4  accommodation that was reached by Speaker Miller,

          5  Council Members Quinn, Weprin and Katz on the Hudson

          6  Yards Plan. It was a billion dollars better than

          7  what the Mayor wanted to do back then.

          8                 But a lot has changed. We were in a

          9  rush to judgment at that time because the Mayor

         10  wanted to build a stadium in time for the Olympics.

         11  And the fact of the matter is, we're not building

         12  the stadium. No matter what you think about that

         13  idea, if you can't tell me that the rezoning of that

         14  part of Manhattan didn't have something to do with

         15  the plan to build a stadium for the Olympics, that's

         16  why we needed to rush the 7 Line in there. That's

         17  why we didn't have three years to wait to apply for

         18  federal mass transit aid, so that federal money

         19  could go to build the 7 Line. And at that time we

         20  set a new glass ceiling for affordable housing. It

         21  was a great deal. We've broken that seal in twice

         22  since then in projects in Brooklyn. So, a lot has

         23  changed since then in projects in Brooklyn. So, a

         24  lot has changed, and for the exact reason that we

         25  decided to pass the PILOT legislation, which is
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          2  great legislation. I was happy to put my name on it

          3  and co-sponsor it. Just because when you authorize

          4  the PILOT, you're allowing money to be taken from

          5  the general revenue funding of this City and don't

          6  tell me it doesn't affect the budget.

          7                 This one affects the budget, $1.3

          8  billion.

          9                 So, you know, all of those things

         10  have to be considered. The fact of the matter is

         11  Comptroller Hevesi has said he doesn't think that

         12  this is a legal use of PILOT money. I add that. And

         13  when HPD made Spring Creek get built, they required

         14  the private developer to pay for the infrastructure.

         15  What's good for Spring Creek is good for the west

         16  side.

         17                 And, so, I vote no on preconsidered

         18  1214, and aye on everything else.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Pass.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Pass.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I vote no on

         11  preconsidered 214; and yes on everything else. 1214.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Pass.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I'm going to

         16  vote aye on all but with request to explain my vote?

         17  Permission to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Of course.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I would like to

         20  respectfully disagree with my colleague.

         21                 This rezoning of Hudson Yards with

         22  respect had really nothing to do with the Jets

         23  Stadium. In fact, during negotiations it was

         24  painstaking to be able to make sure that there was a

         25  clear delineation between any money that went for
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          2  any use in the Jets area, not only on the space that

          3  the Jets were supposed to be on, but also with any

          4  bridge or tunnel or any place that would have even

          5  been sort of considered to be able to be used for

          6  that property. This was, simply put, about creating

          7  over 20 million square feet of commercial, 16

          8  million square feet of residential. It was an

          9  agreement that we made for the benefit of the

         10  community and the City of New York.

         11                 This agreement was purposely made so

         12  that it would be good for the City, whether there

         13  was a Jets Stadium or whether there was not a Jets

         14  Stadium, and it was regardless of what was ever

         15  ultimately to be able to be used in that site.

         16                 So, with that in mind, I vote aye and

         17  respectfully request my colleagues to do the same.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Could I ask

         20  to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: And be

         23  excused from voting prior to?

         24                 Our colleague, Councilman Fidler, is

         25  right that this was all part of the Mayor's grand

                                                            54

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  design for the west side and the Stadium. He's right

          3  about that.

          4                 However, part of the Mayor's design

          5  for the west side was good and part was not. And the

          6  good part is the part that was agreed upon by this

          7  house and it included, because development in that

          8  area has not been as robust in other areas,

          9  incentives to have that development occur.

         10                 Ride down the West Side Highway, yes,

         11  there's some development, but not a lot.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         13  please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Most of the

         15  area around the Javits Center is deserted or used to

         16  a very small percentage of its appropriate or

         17  possible use.

         18                 There certainly hasn't been a lot of

         19  residential development around there. So the plan

         20  was, and the Stadium was part of this plan, to

         21  revive the west side.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please. Come on you all.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: And the

         25  representatives of the west side agreed with that
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          2  plan but not for the Stadium. And I agreed for that

          3  plan but not for the Stadium, and the Speaker agreed

          4  for that plan but not for the Stadium. And we agreed

          5  to that plan including the specific use of PILOT

          6  funds for the projects we're approving today. We

          7  agreed to that but not for the Stadium. And all

          8  we're doing today is ratifying what we already

          9  agreed to.

         10                 Now, with respect to the number 7

         11  Line and whether we can use federal funds for that,

         12  the MTA's master plan, which was approved in Albany,

         13  was six or seven or eight billion dollars short. We

         14  have plenty other places we can use federal mass

         15  transit funds, if we use these funds for the number

         16  7 Line. Why do we want to expand the number 7 Line?

         17  Because that's another incentive to develop that

         18  part of the west side. It all falls together.

         19                 If we want to develop that part of

         20  the west side, those who know more about planning

         21  than I do feel that this is necessary; and,

         22  therefore, I'm happy to support it.

         23                 I withdraw my request, I vote aye on

         24  this and the other items on the calendar. Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, I request leave to briefly explain my

         10  vote, and the time that it took me to get that out.

         11  I appreciate that you don't charge it against me.

         12  It's been a long, it's been a long week.

         13                 I vote aye on all. I just want to

         14  particularly highlight in the Land Use Calendar,

         15  Land Use 546, Reso 1236, which is an application

         16  across Staten Island to deal with the ongoing issue

         17  of overdevelopment and in particular what we're

         18  doing here is removing the right to include

         19  inappropriate residential development in commercial

         20  areas by trimming down the size of the commercial

         21  overlays.

         22                 This is just another step in our long

         23  journey in Staten Island, which is now resonating

         24  through the rest of the City of New York, to put

         25  some sort of order into the planning for our future.
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          2                 I want to thank the Office of City

          3  Planning, and the Mayor's Office, although we kicked

          4  and screamed that at times it was moving too slowly,

          5  the fact that we're bringing it here and that we

          6  will in the very near future also bring changes to

          7  the commercial zoning text, and other changes in

          8  some particular areas in downzoning the commercial

          9  areas, there is one part of the work that I've been

         10  happy to join with my colleagues Jim Oddo and Andrew

         11  Lanza, in changing forever the future of our

         12  neighborhoods and our communities.

         13                 And, so, I want to thank the Land Use

         14  staff as well, in particular Melinda Katz and Tony

         15  Avella, for the great work that they have done in

         16  bringing this issue, which was sort of the shot that

         17  was heard around the world was fired in Staten

         18  Island, but now it resonates through the rest of the

         19  City, and this is an integral part of it, and I want

         20  to thank everyone involved for finally, after 40

         21  years, listening to the people of Staten Island.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         25  Chair, I request unanimous consent to vote on all
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          2  the Land Use Call-Ups in the affirmative, and I vote

          3  aye on all.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Madam

          7  Public Advocate, I request unanimous consent to vote

          8  on all Land Use Call-Ups.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         11  on all. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Did Council

         14  Member Moskowitz finish her mission?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye

         16  on all.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: She voted

         18  aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Okay. Then I

         20  shall, too. Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I may be

          5  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I just want to

          8  add on this Hudson Yards PILOTs matter, it's

          9  important to note that the amount of money we're

         10  talking about today is not the entirety of the tax

         11  revenue which will be generated by this development.

         12  It's the part of the money needed to pay off the

         13  debt service. So we should know that as we vote for

         14  this allocation today and then vote in the final,

         15  final step for the totality of the Hudson Yards Plan

         16  that we negotiated in this City Council, we are in

         17  fact not taking money out of the budget, but

         18  creating a scenario that will bring more money into

         19  the budget that can be used for the many other

         20  projects we care deeply about, like schools and

         21  health clinics and roads in other projects.

         22                 So, this should not be as confused as

         23  something which takes money away, but in fact

         24  creates a scenario where more money will come into

         25  our budget for important capital and other services.
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          2                 I vote aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Pass.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         13  explain my vote, please?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye on

         16  all, except LU 565 and companion Resolution 1226, I

         17  vote no and support Community Board 4, as well as

         18  the fact as this wasn't, and I understand my

         19  colleagues and the vote in the Subcommittee. The

         20  fact is that there are some ways that we can

         21  preserve the integrity of communities and that

         22  preservation is maintained in history and maintained

         23  in the symbolism of its architecture, and I believe

         24  that was the reason behind this.

         25                 So, I vote no on 565, Reso 1226, and
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          2  aye on all the rest. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          4  please. It's very difficult to hear. You're all

          5  chattering.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I vote aye on

          8  all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote no on

         17  Intro. 719 and preconsidered Resolution 1214, and

         18  yes on all others. And Madam Public Advocate, if I

         19  could explain my vote on Intro. 719.

         20                 It is my belief that we need

         21  comprehensive reform of the Office of the Public

         22  Administrator and that that should be, many of the

         23  functions that are now privatized essentially by

         24  that office should be handled publicly by government

         25  employees. And I think that before we take this
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          2  small -- I'm not saying this step is not worthwhile,

          3  before we take this particular step, we ought to

          4  undertake those more comprehensive changes.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quite,

          7  please. Come on.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you very

          9  much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: What is

         11  going on today? Is there a full moon? Quiet.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I'd like to

         18  vote aye on all Land Use matters; and aye on all

         19  other items, except Intro. 719. I would like to

         20  concur with Council Member Yassky that we need to

         21  really clean up the office of the Public

         22  Administrators around the City and make sure there

         23  is clean of all corruption. Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be
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          2  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote aye on

          5  all. And if I could just make a comment on the issue

          6  that Council Member McMahon talked about, the

          7  commercial overlays, thanks to the hard work of

          8  Council Members Lanza, McMahon, Borough President,

          9  we're able to bring the sanity of the Staten Island

         10  growth management rules to additional areas on our

         11  island. And just about every member of this body is

         12  dealing with an overdevelopment issue, and I just

         13  say to my colleagues, it's not too early to end a

         14  message to the would-be Speakers and all the Speaker

         15  candidates and those folks who would like to become

         16  the next chair of the Housing and Buildings

         17  Committee, to let them know that we are serious

         18  about our collective desire to change the Department

         19  of Buildings.

         20                 Council Member Yassky just used the

         21  phrase "comprehensive reform." We have to be the

         22  driving force to achieve comprehensive reform of a

         23  broken, dysfunctional, inherently comical and tragic

         24  agency.

         25                 And I just say to my colleagues, it's
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          2  not too early to set the tone and come 2006 I know

          3  I'm going to be trying to put together a group to

          4  lead that charge, and I thank you for your

          5  cooperation. I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Rivera is here. Hold on. Council Member

         14  Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes, I vote

         16  aye.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         18  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         19  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero negative, and

         20  zero abstentions, with the exception of Reso 1214,

         21  which was adopted by a vote of 44 in the

         22  affirmative, four in the negative and zero

         23  abstentions.

         24                 Intro. 719, which was adopted by a

         25  vote of 45 in the affirmative, three in the
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          2  negative, zero abstentions.

          3                 And LU 565, and Reso 1226, which was

          4  adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, one

          5  negative, and zero abstentions.

          6                 And the revised Land Use Call-Up vote

          7  is 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

          8                 Speaker Miller.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Let's do the

         10  Introduction and Reading of Bills first.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, I'm

         12  sorry.

         13                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         15  referred to the Committee as indicated in the

         16  schedule.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         18  please.

         19                 There are no resolutions.

         20                 General Discussion. Speaker Miller.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         23  please.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: I will ask you to be

         25  quiet for a moment and rise with me. All of us
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          2  struggle every day to try to make this City and this

          3  State and this country a better place. And I think

          4  we all believe that it's possible for one person to

          5  make a difference. But if there ever was anyone who

          6  affirmed our belief in that possibility, if there is

          7  anyone whose example was so great to show that one

          8  person truly can change our country and the world,

          9  it was Rosa Parks. Her extraordinary dignity, her

         10  example, her leadership, and her courage inspired a

         11  nation and the world. Her memory will live on

         12  forever, but for a moment, let's take a moment, all

         13  of us, and remember her, her family, her example and

         14  commit ourselves to following in her footsteps as

         15  best we can.

         16                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Gioia, would you like to vote, please?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I'd like to vote yes on all Land Use

         23  Call-Ups and all General Orders before us today.

         24  Thank you for the opportunity.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Avella, why don't you go ahead while we're

          3  waiting for the count.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I just wanted to bring to my

          7  colleagues' attention --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          9  please.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Reso 1216,

         11  which would ask the State Legislature to give the

         12  City control over the buses and subways from the New

         13  York City Transit Authority and the new MTA bus

         14  company.

         15                 I don't think I have to tell my

         16  colleagues how many problems there has been with the

         17  MTA. It is amazing that New York City, as one of the

         18  largest metropolitan cities in this country, does

         19  not have control over its own transportation system.

         20                 It is about time that changed. We

         21  took decades to take control of the Board of

         22  Education, it's about time we took control of the

         23  MTA, and I would certainly ask my colleagues to sign

         24  onto this reso.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 I rise, as I said at the press

          7  conference earlier, Rosa Parks is our Ester. She was

          8  chosen for such a time as this.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         10  please.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: My colleagues,

         12  I'm going to ask you to be quiet and just give me a

         13  little respect as we pay respect to Rosa Parks.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 I think that she is our Ester. She

         16  was chosen for such a time as this. And this isn't

         17  black history or African American history, this is

         18  American history. She paved the way for all of us,

         19  be it women, black, white, gay, anything, to stand

         20  in this chamber. And I think that we need to

         21  remember and understand that she was pivotal in

         22  launching the career of a 28-year-old minister who

         23  had just been transferred to the Dexter Street

         24  Avenue Baptist Church after they got rid of Reverend

         25  John because they thought he was too radical, and
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          2  that was Martin Luther King.

          3                 And while Rosa Park was a staunch

          4  AME, her minister was too fearful to do something

          5  about her being arrested for not giving up her seat

          6  and on the day that they came together to decide

          7  what should be done, he went fishing, and he drowned

          8  in a fishing accident, and that's how Dexter Street

          9  Avenue Baptist Church and Reverend Martin Luther

         10  King launched the civil rights moment with Rosa

         11  Parks.

         12                 So, I think it's only appropriate

         13  that we pay respect where respect is due, and

         14  remember that one person can make a difference, and

         15  as we remember her life, let's not forget the

         16  struggle, because it's not over. Blacks are still

         17  being lynched in Mississippi, there is still poverty

         18  and we are still fighting a war that we don't quite

         19  understand.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Barron.

         23                 Thank you, Council Member.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         25  much, Madam Chair. Before I make my commemoration to
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          2  Rosa Parks, I just want to recognize my son. Jawanza

          3  (phonetic), please stand up. And my wife Iness.

          4  Stand up, Iness. Let them see how pretty you are.

          5  And my new Chief of Staff, Ms. Viola Plummer, and my

          6  new staff person, Joy Simmons. Thank you very much.

          7                 But I, too, want to honor Rosa Parks

          8  today, and I think the best way we can do that,

          9  because we say all over the country, when she sat

         10  down, people stood up. And we stood up for social

         11  justice, we stood up for all of those issues that

         12  were dear to her, poverty and was against the war.

         13  But the best way we can express that is on December

         14  1st, to honor the 50th anniversary of her sitting

         15  down, we would like New York City to participate

         16  with us in calling for a day of absence, from work,

         17  and we're going to gather on Wall Street and

         18  Broadway. Let's make sure that the City pays

         19  attention. It's not enough just to clap hands and

         20  pass resolutions. It's time to act like Rosa Parks

         21  would have acted.

         22                 She has been in the streets for you,

         23  we should get in the streets for her on December 1st

         24  at Wall Street. And we want to make sure on that

         25  day, we meet with business leaders, if they could
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          2  shut down for a half a day and honor us with that.

          3  And school children, they should teach them the

          4  civil rights curriculum that day and those who want

          5  to come to teach in the parts of the City, we should

          6  do that.

          7                 The greatest impact New York City

          8  could have on the life and legacy of Rosa Parks, is

          9  to be with us on December 1st and be in the streets

         10  for her as she has been for you.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate. I, too, praise Sister Rosa

         16  Parks. But I would be remiss as a veteran if I did

         17  not point out that we have two resolutions against

         18  the war on our agenda, and I want to add my voice of

         19  support to both of them.

         20                 The US finds itself more in danger

         21  having squandered world opinion and world support

         22  after the attack on 9/11, instead of finding bin

         23  Laden and bringing him to justice, we find ourselves

         24  in the situation of in a war that no one can give a

         25  clear mission statement for. Were there weapons of
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          2  mass destruction? I think that that argument, which

          3  was raised in here is so far gone, no one even

          4  speaks of it anymore.

          5                 Maybe if we didn't have a poverty

          6  draft, and all of America had its children over

          7  there, we would have -- it would be a bigger issue.

          8  We have lost 2,000 American troops and that number

          9  is going on.

         10                 I personally have a McCobb vision

         11  that America will get serious when we lose our 3,000

         12  troops over there. And I say this as my nephew who

         13  is over there completes his second tour of duty, why

         14  are we having our troops go back time and time

         15  again?

         16                 You're increasing the odds that

         17  somebody will get messed up over there.

         18                 So, we find ourselves in a McCobb

         19  situation. We're in a foolhardy crusade where we

         20  don't have a mission statement of what we're doing

         21  in there. If you aim at nothing, you usually hit it.

         22                 What is a success there? Is creating

         23  a democratic government in a situation where they

         24  have never known a democratic government? We're in a

         25  bind. I don't know what the answer is.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          3  Council member.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: We need to

          5  rethink our position. Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes. On a day

          9  when Council Member Barron followed my lead on the

         10  General Order Calendar, I'd like to follow his lead

         11  and introduce my wife Robin who is here with us

         12  today. I just want to welcome her.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I'd like to ask my colleagues to

         18  support Intro. 738, which is being put forward

         19  today.

         20                 There are about a thousand indigent

         21  New Yorkers who are given burial each year in the

         22  Potters Field in Hart Island. There are many

         23  organizations that would provide proper religious

         24  burial to people of the Jewish faith, of the various

         25  Christian faith, of the Muslim faith, if only there
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          2  was the proper liaison within the medical office,

          3  the Coroner's Office to make that outreach.  This

          4  bill would set that in place and would require the

          5  Medical Examiner's Office to reach out to these

          6  organizations to give people whose backgrounds, and

          7  who have links to these groups that would provide

          8  them free burial. We think that this is something

          9  that is important to do. I'd like to thank Chris

         10  Quinn and the staff of the Health Committee for

         11  working with us on this, Rabbi Zoan of the Queens

         12  Bottle Rebunim (phonetic), the Hebrew Free Burial

         13  Society and the other burial organizations out

         14  there, and we've also worked closely with the

         15  Bloomberg Administration, so we're confident that we

         16  can get this going in the short order.

         17                 So, I ask people to support Intro.

         18  738. There was a letter sent out to everyone's

         19  office on this bill and I'm available to talk about

         20  it with anyone who wishes.

         21                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.

                                                            75

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Obviously, I agree 100 percent with

          3  my colleagues who are paying proper respect to Rosa

          4  Parks. We should remember, and I think there's a

          5  very important lesson to know that one person can

          6  make a difference. One person can indeed make a

          7  difference.

          8                 On another topic, we talk about

          9  resolutions in terms of strategy in withdrawing from

         10  the war. I would want you to remember that the

         11  veterans coming home every day from Iraq and

         12  Afghanistan not in the numbers we would like, but

         13  veterans, nonetheless, who require health care. And

         14  I have a resolution that I hope all of us will join

         15  onto, calling upon the Secretary of Veterans Affairs

         16  to keep the veterans hospitals open, including

         17  specifically the Brooklyn site of the New York

         18  Harbor VA Health Care System. There are veterans

         19  from other wars, obviously, whose sole health care,

         20  they rely upon the veterans hospital. And so it

         21  would be a slap in the face to all veterans to not

         22  have health care available to them and quality

         23  health care as well.

         24                 There are a lot of reasons stated in

         25  the resolution I will not detail, that should be
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          2  sufficient, for all of us who join onto this

          3  resolution, to provide dignity, respect and indeed

          4  health care to our returning veterans.

          5                 That's Resolution 1224. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: The man who

          9  washes cars does not own one. The person who served

         10  you coffee this morning has not been to a doctor in

         11  some time, and the child you passed on the street

         12  was homeless, and the family that you passed on the

         13  way here to City Council was probably coming from a

         14  pantry.

         15                 One in three families in the City of

         16  New York, according to a study by the Community

         17  Service Society had their gas, phone or electricity

         18  turned off because they couldn't pay their bills.

         19  They used the food bank or food pantry to avoid

         20  hunger, and they couldn't pay their rent or the cost

         21  of their prescriptions.

         22                 As we pay homage to the legacy of my

         23  heroine, my shero, Rosa Parks, let us again renew

         24  our commitment to the war on poverty.

         25                 And although I recognize that the
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          2  Daily News wanted to pay homage to Rosa Parks, I

          3  think they could have used a more appropriate

          4  picture to pay homage to Rosa Park than her mug

          5  shot. I'm totally offended, and members of my

          6  community are offended that the Daily News though

          7  that it was befitting Rosa Parks to portray her on

          8  the front page of the Daily News by showing her mug

          9  shot.

         10                 In honor of Rosa Parks, I believe the

         11  Daily News owes an apology, not only to the

         12  African-American community, but to the City of New

         13  York by showing a more befitting picture of my

         14  heroine, my hero, my shero who sat down so that I

         15  could stand up.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I point my colleagues' attention to

         22  Intro. 739 and Reso 1217. 739 will help those in our

         23  City pay for the increased heating cost this year.

         24  For those who are on the HEAP program, the

         25  low-income home energy assistance program, this
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          2  bill, with appropriations, with adequate

          3  appropriations, will allow the City of New York to

          4  add a payment to the HEAP federal program so that

          5  seniors and all those on HEAP, will have a better

          6  way to make their heating payments this winter.

          7  That's Intro. 739. Reso 1217 is a resolution calling

          8  on the State to provide an additional abatement and

          9  property tax for homeowners 65 years or older where

         10  their household income is less than 32,400, as a way

         11  of offsetting the property tax increase of 18.49

         12  percent and the increases that we see in the

         13  assessed values.

         14                 So, I point my colleagues' attention

         15  again to Reso 1217 and Intro. 739, which is also

         16  endorsed by the Speaker.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, if we

         19  could rise one more time. We marked a terrible,

         20  terrible milestone this past week as the 2,000

         21  Americans died in Iraq, and as we have in the past

         22  in this Council far, far too many times risen in

         23  moments of silence to remember those New Yorkers who

         24  died in Iraq, let us close this meeting with one

         25  more moment of silence remembering all of the 2,000
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          2  men and women who died serving this country and pray

          3  that regardless of our personal opinions on how best

          4  to resolve that conflict and to bring greater

          5  democracy and freedom across the world, that we all

          6  can be united in praying that the men and women who

          7  serve this country in Iraq come home as soon as

          8  possible, and that we not have to have more moments

          9  of silence like this one to mark milestones like

         10  these.

         11                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         14  nobody else, the meeting is adjourned.

         15                 (Meeting concluded at 3:05 p.m.)
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